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Welcome to the Summer 2022 Edition of the 
Hogsback Chapter Newsletter. 

When putting together this newsletter, I 
concluded that the Hogsback Chapter is the 
best H.O.G. chapter in the UK.  There is no 
question about it.  There are many reasons 
why I place our Chapter in such a pedestal, 
most individually sufficient to provide the top-
ranking place.  Over 400 active members, 
whether British or Foreign, provide the spirit – 
More than a 100 day-rides, carefully planned, 
seeking to maintain variety, adventure, 
entertainment and safety in each of them – 
Over a dozen meticulously crafted Weekends 
Away where you just have to provide your time 
and fun spirits while the Chapter takes care of 
the planning so you have a full experience 
whether in the UK or abroad – A Dealership 
that understands the importance of the Chapter 
and supports it accordingly, whether financially 
or logistically – A Roster of volunteer Primary 
and Discretionary Officers fully dedicated in 
each of their roles to deliver top quality service 
to the Chapter Membership – And finally, a 
Road Crew where 35 Road Captains and 
Marshals make sure that each ride becomes a 
unique experience which will bring you back 
home safe with a smile.  The charity work, the 
gatherings, the events, and the numerous 
parties are just the cherry-on-top.   

As usual, I invite you to go through the stories 
and reports within this issue. You will find them 
entertaining and refreshing.  I would also like to 
remind you that your own stories are always 
welcome, so next time around you feel inspired 
by a ride you were part of, send your ride 
leader your written experience and it will end 
up in the next newsletter. 

Larry Zea 

Editor 
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Director’s Blurb 
Dell 

Director 

 I write my blurb having just attended the escort 
& service for Robin Seymour who was a long-
term member, Road Captain and Assistant 
Director. He was a big presence in the Chapter 
both physically and personality wise who was 
also widely known in HOG due to his setting up 
the Iron HOG with Axel. Importantly he worked 
tirelessly hard with me as current Director and 
the previous Director Dik, growing the chapter 
into what it is today – the most active in Europe 
and we all benefit from his influence in 
Hogsback.  It was very poignant to get the 
news that he had passed whilst we were at 
Cirencester, which he was instrumental in 

organising, and it was touching that everyone 
there raised a glass en-mass to Robin in the 
evening. There will I am sure be lots of fond 
and happy memories of the kind-hearted big 
man and we remember him best by telling 
those stories. Mind you, he could be a bugger 
at times, argue for ages with you then 
completely agree with you smile and chuckle 
and almost be skipping away – I will miss him.  
As was said at his service, Robin had a life well 
lived which is all any of us can ask for and it 
was our honour to support Beverly and family 
and see him off on his last journey with 93 
bikes in the escort. No doubt he would say to 
us – it’s done - now get on with it! 
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Now to pick up the mood – we have had a great 
summer so far with such highlights as the big Mons 
Dragon ride, visits with our twinned chapters Mons & 
Reims along with so many other weekends away 
and day rides, I can’t cover them all here, but we will 
have a photo record for each on the website. Of 
course, Cirencester – what can I say except this 
year was one of the best rallies I have attended in 15 
years – awesome. All these events are headed by 
Eileen who surpassed herself, but also there’s a 
whole team we are grateful to that work hard in the 
background supporting her, so thank you so much to 
you all. For next year we want to get the details for 
the rally and bookings started early as I am getting 
mail from other chapters pressing to book already. 
So, when its released, don’t hang about getting your 
name down. 

Which reminds me to remind you lot that booking our 
events as early as possible not only guarantees your 
ticket before they all go, but it greatly helps us with 
the organisation and admin. So, have you booked 
your EOS party tickets? 

Finally, the season ain’t over yet and we have lots 
more great rides for you before we start to pull 
together next year’s program. If you are relatively 
new to the chapter, please come and say hello to me 
or any of the officers. If you’re reading this and not in 
Hogsback, then come along to one of our Club 
Nights (details on hogsbackchapteruk.org) and see 
why well over 400 people join in the fun – it may just 
change your life, as it did for us. Best wishes  

Dell Evans 

Director 
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What a year we’ve had. This one will be 
remembered for a long time, Some fabulous 
highs, but the impact of the lows will remain 
with us forever.  

 

On a brighter note, Its the first time in three 
years we’ve been able to return to any sort of 
normality, and our first overseas ride out in 
over two years (thanks Roger and Tracy - what 
a brilliant weekend at Arras!) we felt like corks 
popping from a bottle. Every one of the 
weekends we were lucky enough to book 
ourselves into was fantastic. Big thanks to 
those who put so much into the organisation to 
make it possible, Road Captains, Road Crew 
and of course Paul Cutler for keeping it all 
together. We need to include Cirencester and 
the socials (thanks Eileen and your team of 
helpers) that make the Chapter what it is. Word 
is getting out, and more European Chapters 
are clamouring to be included. 

 

The success of the Chapter is down to the 
input of so many individuals, Officers, Road 
Crew, everyone who bakes, moves chairs at 
meetings, helps out at registrations or takes 
down the bunting. It’s a case of “every little 
helps!” So - getting to the point, like any 
organisation, roles become vacant (we’d 
stagnate if they didn’t!) and opportunities to 
step forward and help out arise. We have one 
role open now, and more coming up. If you 
think you could do a bit to keep this Chapter 
the most active in Europe, keep an eye on the 
e-Shots and we’d love to hear from you, 

 

Dave Hardcastle 

Secretary 

The Secretary Speaks 
Dave 

Secretary 
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We are well into a bumper year for our Chapter 
Charities. We have really been making the 
most of our post lockdown freedom to come up 
with some lovely fundraising ideas. As well as 
this I have tried to arrange activities with our 3 
charities during the year. It was unfortunate 
that Peter's Air Ambulance convergence ride 
was put on hold by the 2 other Chapters, but 
we have enjoyed a Thogs visit to Hounds For 
Heroes and I am leading a ride down to visit 
the Chestnut Tree House Children’s Hospice 
on Sunday 18th September. 

 

Our raffles are always very well supported, and 
I was quite emotional at Cirencester last month 
to sell hundreds more tickets than in previous 
years which has added to our own Charity 
Account as well as a sizeable share for Rolling 
Hills Chapter who are assisting one of their 
own members who is critically ill. We still have 
the End Of Season raffle to look forward to, 
well, the whole evening proves to be a club 
highlight so I'm looking forward to partying this 
year... hopefully no Tosca this time as not a 
blue raffle book in sight since last EOS!! 

 

Raffles aren't the only way of raising funds, we 
have so many other kind members who give up 
their time to assist our charities throughout the 
year. Thank you as always, to everyone who 
has bought raffle tickets, provided raffle prizes, 
baked, bought & eaten, sewn, got shaved, 
flown, walked & flight simulated, swam, 
slimmed, donated their winnings, attended 
charity fundraisers, helped run stalls and 
organised charitable rides & games nights... all 
of you make me love my role so much!  

Leigh Ballinger  

Charities Officer 

Leigh’s Bit 
Leigh 

Charity Officer 
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Outside the Box for Charity Katie 

Membership Officer 

Peter’s Bit 
Peter 

Head Road Captain 

Hello all, well we are now we 2 thirds of our way 
into the 2022 riding season. We have had many 
day rides, weekends away and longer trips with 
the recent Weinfest and Valkenburg rides. All 
once again excellently managed and led by our 
Road Crew. 

Once again a ‘Big Thanks’ goes out to Paul 
Cutler who manages the ride programme. This 
is not an easy task when there are 35 Road 
Crew to consider and approximately 160+ day 
rides throughout the season, so well-done Paul. 

Our new for 2022 Road Crew as listed below: 
• Leigh Ballinger 
• Dave Ballinger 
• Mike Terry 
• Larry Zea 
• Rob Eves 
• Epster Chagger 
• Scotty Clark 
• Bent Beck 
• Nigel Smith 

Have all done a sterling job in their new role, 
big thanks to these guys also is needed. They 
have been busy organising day ride’s to leading 
a ride from Mons, Belgium to La Couple, 
France (home of the V2 launch site) and even a 
full day’s ride exploring the settings used in the 
Chitty Chitty Bang Bang Film! 

As no doubt everyone is fully aware of the sad 
news that Robin Seymour passed away 
recently. Robin had been a member of the 
Chapter for over 14 years and throughout that 
time threw himself into working for the Chapter. 
His involvement in the Chapter began as a 
Road Marshal, then becoming a Road Captain 
and Assistant Director for the Chapter. Robin 
was an excellent rider and advocate of 
advanced training and was himself a RoSPA 
Gold pass holder which he repeated each of his 
3 yearly renewals, which is some 
accomplishment.   

How can anyone not recall Robin dressed up as 
Pudsey and doing his bit for Children in Need, 
plus there was the Iron Hog that both Robin and 
Axel Thill created, the list goes on and on. 

Without a doubt Robin will always be 
remembered for his European Rides, these 
were always meticulously planned, one could 
almost say to military precision. I first rode with 
Robin back in 2011 on his European Ride to 
Biograd na Moru in Croatia for the HOG Rally 
being held there and afterwards we headed of 
to the Benelux Rally being held in Leeuwarden, 
Netherlands.  
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OK, I think that is enough from me, and 
remember to keep the shiny side up. 

 

Peter Ostinelli 

Head Road Captain 

 

That was my first major ride with the Chapter 
and that set the benchmark of what to expect, 
as I have said ‘Meticulously Planned’, saying 
that though we did have the issue in Austria 
where we were riding on the motorway for just 
1 junction, and we were all pulled over as we 
had not paid our vignette. That 1 junction 
proved to be the most expensive bit of 
motorway we have all ridden, but as always 
ended with a laugh and a few beers. 

With Robin’s signature rides as they have 
become to be known and without a doubt his 
ride to Bernkastel-Kues for the famous wine 
festival must be at the top of everyone’s list, in 
fact this year once again the Chapter have just 
returned from this event where no doubt, they 
raised a glass or 2 to Robin’s memory. Another 
of Robins rides was to the Mayfly Pub in 
Stockbridge for Lunch and followed by ice 
cream at Carlos, and this year both Robin and 
Beverley were able to join the Chapter at the 
pub for lunch. 

Unfortunately, the time this newsletter has 
been published Robin’s funeral would have 

occurred, but the Chapter will have 
accompanied Robin on his final journey not 
only as a mark of respect but to a man who 
was not only a friend to many, but a champion 
of causes for the Chapter, a planner and 
organiser of rides that, excuse the pun would 
go the extra mile. Robin will be sadly missed by 
all the Chapter. Our heartfelt condolences go to 
his wife Beverley and their family. 
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What have we been up to? 

We have just had the Cirencester 2022 Rally, it 
was a brilliant weekend, we had sun, bikes, 
ride out, food, drink and live music what more 
could you ask for. 

On the Friday we had 250 people from 12 
chapters converge to the RAU at Cirencester, 
the building and grounds are beautiful and 
likened to Hogwarts, we had music in the Tythe 
barn from Wavy and friends, a great start to a 
great weekend.   

Friday night was Hawaiian night and very 
colourful. We had a band called Firefly and 
between them and DJ Rob Paston the dance 
floor was pretty full all night. 

On the Saturday we lined up along the 
driveway of the university with 140 plus bikes, a 
pretty impressive sight. We had a ride out 
through the Cotswolds and some lovely 
chocolate box villages, we arrived at our 
destination for a brilliant BBQ accompanied by 
music from Wavy and Jackie Brealey, followed 
by the ride back. 

Saturday night we had DJ Rob and the 
fantastic band Devious they were brilliant and 
had the dance floor full all night. 

Outside the Box for Charity Katie 

Membership Officer 

Eileen’s Bit 
Eileen 

Activities Officer 
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Keep checking the e-shots, the website and of 
course make sure you come along to the club 
nights where you will get up-to-date info, meet 
knew and old friends and generally have a 
great evening.  If you haven’t been to an event 
yet and want to see what we all get up to visit 
the photo gallery on the website. 

As always thank you all for your support and for 
making all of the events such fantastic fun and 
remember without you it can’t happen. 

 

Eileen Ostinelli 

Activities Officer 

What’s coming up… 

Special Club night at Brooklands Museum 
Thursday 6th October 2022  6.00pm to 
11.00pm 

It is an amazing venue; you really don’t want to 
miss this one. We have a fantastic venue at the 
Brooklands Museum, there is a fully licensed 
bar and they are putting on food for us at 
£12.50 per head, we will need numbers for 
food so email 
activities@hogsbackchapteruk,org if you are 
planning to eat there.  There is also a tour of 
the one of the areas of the museum just for us, 
so don’t miss out.  See website for full details. 

Let’s learn to Jive 

I am planning a Jive night for beginners and 
need to enlist the help from all of you amazing 
dancers out there to help teach those of us that 
cant, it will be a fun night that is for sure, more 
info to follow. 

 

 

 

End of Season Party 

Saturday 26th November at the Hilton 
Cobham 

Tickets are £30.00 members and £35.00 
guests, includes food and a drinks package on 
each table. There are a limited number of 
tickets left. 

Hilton Cobham rooms are £115..00 Single and 
£125.00 double B&B, a booking reference is 
available see the website for details.  Its always 
good to look on other booking sites for better 
deals. 

The theme this year is Characters from 
children’s films, nursery rhymes, books, 
comics, TV programmes old and new, the list is 
endless, best/most original wins a prize.  So 
think outside the box, and make it a night to 
remember. 
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It has been a very busy time in the Membership 
Camp, lots of new members, riders and 
pillions, welcome one and all. 

In July we had the 400th member registered on 
our Database, to celebrate this auspicious 
occasion Director Dell instigated a special 
patch Jono#400 which was awarded to Jono at 
August club night. 

Katie Francis 

Membership Officer 

Katie’s Bit  

Katie as 

Membership Officer 

P.P.P.P.P.P 

Katie as 

Service Advisor GH-D 

For those of you that don’t know what the 
above stands for please don’t Google it! It’s not 
Japanese or a medical term, I first came across 
this acronym when I started my sales career. It 
has stuck with me for life. 

For those of you who would like to know: 

Perfect Planning Prevents Piss Poor 
Performance 

As true today as the day it was thought of. 

My point to all this is very relevant to our trips, 
away days and adventures on our Harleys. 
Consider your personal comfort whilst riding, is 
your riding gear comfortable for the type of 
journey you’re going to make? 

Do you need some new tee-shirts for an away 
trip? Are your waterproofs still waterproof? Is 
your helmet comfy and not too old? Do you 
need new gloves or boots?  

Think about these things in good time, as what 
you may require may need ordering. Beth is on 
hand to help and advise. 

Do you need any accessories for your Harley? 
Again, come in and see the Parts Team in 
plenty of time. Due to all sorts of logistical 
hurdles deliveries are taking longer and longer 
to come through. 

Then the most important part of any adventure, 
your Harley-Davidson Motorcycle. 

Is the MOT due, is it due a service, has your 
Harley been hibernating in the garage for a 
considerable length of time? Did you know that 
petrol goes off and brake and clutch fluid 
absorb moisture and loose their ability to 
perform? 

Please book in with the Service Team, but 
most importantly of all, as the riding season 
gets busier and longer, the lead times available 
for a booking in the workshop can extend to 4-
6 weeks. Of course, GH-D will do all we can to 
accommodate emergency MOT’s, and of 
course breakdowns. All we ask in return from 
you, is for you to do some forward ‘perfect 
planning……

  



 

Hogsback News Summer 2022  13 

  

A multitude of cuts have passed my way in 
the last year, big ones, small ones, mostly 
black and of various vintages. Some are 
brand new, others in states of decay. I thought 
I would add a few tips for preserving your cut 
without removing its patina.  

Most cuts can do with a clean at least once a 
year. Some use saddle soap, some use baby 
wipes to remove surface dirt. 

To restore colour, I use a Woly (brand name) 
leather cream with a dye in it - my jacket is a 
fetching scarlet and Woly do a variety of 
browns, a black and green, various blues etc 
to restore the colour and the weather proofing 
inate in leather clothing. These are easily 
bought on the internet or supermarkets. 

Most leather appreciates a massage with 
heavy weight hand cream, leather wax, cream 
or weather proofing compound depending on 
how hard core you want to go. Massage in the 
cream, let it dry and then buff over with a soft 
cloth - Your leathers will enjoy it all. 

 

Hilary Byrne 

Merchandise Officer 

Looking After Your Leathers 
Hilary 

Merchandise Officer 
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Not all Harley enthusiasts are riders. There is a 
very important group of associates and we are 
the pillions. 

For whatever reason, we may have tried riding 
and not enjoyed the experience as much as 
hoped for, lost confidence riding, never been 
interested in riding, or just plain prefer enjoy 
being a pillion. 

I can speak with some years of experience on 
the role.  

We are a highly prized addition not only to the 
rider, but to the Chapter. When on a Chapter 
ride we are able to point and give the required 
arm signals at drop offs, leaving the rider in full 
control of the motorcycle, whilst looking in the 
mirror for the Road Crew back markers. 

 

Not only are we good company for the rider, 
whether connected by intercom or not. In our 
own special way we add that, ‘je ne sais quoi’, 
to every adventure 😊 

I enjoy acknowledging other motorcycle riders 
with a sideways nod of the head or a righthand 
wave. It’s even better abroad with the rider and 
pillion able to synchronise acknowledgement 
with the left hand. 

We are invaluable when it comes to an away 
trip, ensuring all our essential requirements are 
packed first and the rider’s selection of clothes 
are properly vetted for suitability. Also ensuring 
that there is adequate space for any purchases 
that we may need to make along the way. I like 
to collect valuable souvenirs like, rocks and 
shells, sometimes even bits of wood. 

One of our main priorities is to wave to 
pedestrians, especially small children, grumpy 
looking people and anyone who looks excited 
at seeing the Harley. There’s nothing more 
gratifying than a grumpy person cracking a 
smile and waving back. The excitement of the 
onlookers is much more pronounced when we 
are group riding. 

 

When we go touring on our own, I am given a 
list of towns and sometimes road numbers 
(great fun in France as they are always 
changing the road numbers!) and my job is to 
help locate the direction of the next town we 
are looking for. Often I get to point out when a 
wrong turn has been taken and make useful 
comments, such as, “We have been passed 
this way before……..” 

Training our rider to respond to our needs is 
paramount. For example, conveying our need 
for a comfort break, (not always possible at a 
convenient location unfortunately), and 
communicating this in varying degrees of 
urgency is very important. 

 

Pillion Lives Matter Too 
Katie as 

Hogsback Member 
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Keeping ourselves amused is varied and I 
would love to hear how other pillions amuse 
themselves, (I could possibly reword that, but 
you know what I mean). I like to see which 
country all the foreign registration lorries have 
come from, or may be going back to. It’s quite 
fun peering into cars to see who’s in there, 
where they might be going and why? 

Then there’s the personal number plates, trying 
to work out what on earth the letters and 
numbers could possibly relate to, some very 
obscure! 

I never tire of enjoying the views of our 
beautiful countryside, the decimation being 
caused by Ash Die Back at present is all too 
plain to see, how will the countryside look when 
all the Ash trees have been felled?  

After all that excitement I may nod off, 
sometimes a pleasant afternoon siesta, or a 
quick 40 winks. 

Photography is another favourite for me, an 
attentive rider can so easily miss seeing views 
and interesting landmarks, so I try and get 
some snaps. I started doing this with a little 
camera, but one day I dropped it onto the road 
as we were going along, fortunately we were in 
a small group and on a quiet country road. As it 
dropped to the tarmac, the battery and sim card 
flew out and then a car narrowly missed it. We 
turned round, stopped, I went to retrieve it and 
it still worked!! I progressed on to a ‘bridge’ 
camera, but that is a little bulkier and now I 
have my iPhone on a strap round my neck, 
safe and sound, and do the same when using 
my camera. 

 
I love being a pillion on our motorcycle and 
enjoy all the adventures it brings with our many 
great friends. Thank you to Harley-Davidson 
and HOG for including us, allowing us pillions 
to become fully fledged Chapter Members and 
be an active part of such a fantastic group of 
like-minded individuals. 
 
Katie Francis 
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Bernkastel-Kues 

1st-5th September 2022 

 

Thursday 

 

After a break of 3 years the popular and 
prestigious ride that was once owned and 
organised by Robin Seymour was now ready 
for a very early departure on a dark September 
morning. Everyone had travelled down to 
Eureka Park, near Folkstone staying at the 
Premier Inn the night before, as it is stands up 
at 05:30 to catch the 07:20 Eurotunnel to 
Calais, thus allowing for any delays. After a 
pretty smooth check in and passport control 
procedure, we have time to grab a coffee and 
croissant before we are called down to the 
train. As we are in the queue waiting our turn to 
board, we are informed by one of the 
Eurotunnel employees that the 07:20 train is 
full and we would not be able to get on it, but 
we would definitely make the 07:35. Ok so 
that’s not so bad but very soon there is an 
announcement advising that the 07:35 train is 
now delayed. This is not really the news we 
wanted to hear as we have about 300 miles to 
ride today and the aim was to arrive by 5pm, 
which is now looking decidedly unlikely. 
Fortunately, the delay was only about 
15minutes and we are soon on board and on 
our way. We are a group of 17 people with 10 
bikes, but we will have 2 others joining us when 
we arrive in Germany. Vince is our ride leader 
and upholding Robin’s tradition, presents us all 
with a “Weinfest” pin which was a lovely 
surprise and will be added to the many I 
already have from previous years. Before we 
arrive in Calais, Vince gives us all a briefing of 

the planned routes and itinerary for today but 
mentions that we are now a little behind 
schedule already.  

We arrive to sunshine and warm temperatures 
and it’s not long before we are on the motorway 
heading towards our 1st stop which will be the 
Mons dealership. As always, a warm welcome 
greets us as we arrive for a welcome comfort 
and coffee break, and for some, a bit of retail 
therapy, even though we don’t have quite as 
much time here as originally planned. Our route 
today will take us down through France, into 
Belgium and then onto Germany with most of it 
being on the motorways. The group ride very 
well, keeping it tight thus avoiding too many 
drop offs, and we make good time eating up 
the miles. Lunch is at one of the many clean 
and well-appointed motorway services, offering 
a wide choice of both hot and cold food and 
drinks. 

 

The journey down progresses well with no 
holds up or incidents and we arrive into 
Bernkastel just a little behind schedule, riding 
along the beautiful winding banks of the Mosel 
River edged with grape vines as far as the eye 
can see. The hotel where we are staying is 
situated right in the center of town and offers 
underground parking for the bikes, which 
makes it an ideal place to stay. 

Weinfest Weekend Bernice Gordon 
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Weinfest Weekend.... 

The family run Hotel Moselauen is just 
beautiful, exceptionally clean, modern and very 
tastefully furnished. The owners are pleased to 
see us and welcome us back after 3 years. 
Mike and Sally have now joined us but will only 
be with us for the next 2 days., so we are now 
19 people and 11 bikes.  So, time for a shower 
then a cold Bitburger beer or glass of Riesling 
on the roof terrace where there are beautiful 
views over the town, the river and the very 
pretty countryside. The hotel has very kindly 
reserved a table for all of us at a local 
restaurant and has even arranged taxis to take 
us. So, we all pile into 3 taxis for the short 
journey to the Zylinderhaus restaurant which 
also happens to be a museum. We have been 
allocated a long table outside which was just 
perfect in the warm early evening sunshine, 
and we are greeted by a very friendly waiter 
who comes to take our orders. Along one wall 
of the patio is a miniature train track that 
connects to the outside bar, and very soon we 
see our drinks, pints of beer and glasses of 
wine arriving in the carriages of the miniature 
train. It was brilliant, highly amusing and very 
entertaining. The food when it came was 
absolutely delicious, with most of us opting for 
the Schnitzel and Bratkartoffeln. The restaurant 
inside is a museum in itself with all kinds of 
memorabilia and quirky artefacts, from novelty 
bar stools, to unusual lights, and even an old-
fashioned polaroid camera that acts a toilet roll 
holder in the ladies loo. Our waiter has been 
really good, he has entertained us and we have 
had a bit of banter going with him and he 
manages to sort all the separate bills out for us. 
We decide to walk the mile or so back to the 
hotel as it is a lovely evening, and although it’s 
been a long day, it’s been a great day so now 
time for bed. 

Friday  

The breakfast at the hotel never disappoints, 
there is such a wonderful choice of both hot 
and cold food, breads and pastries, teas and 
coffees. We are leaving at 9:30 today heading 
out along the vine lined roads and banks of the 
Mosel to the very pretty town of Cochem. The 
roads are amazing very winding with hairpin 
bends and spectacular scenery not to mention 

all the castles round every bend. Cochem is a 
medieval city that dates back to 1332, with its 
cobbled streets, half-timbered buildings and 
beautiful castle. It has a somewhat very 
romantic feel with its tree lined streets, riverside 
promenade and plenty of quaint cafes.  

 

 

We all manage to find parking spaces and walk 
across the road to one of the many coffee 
shops for coffee and cake. The choice of cakes 
is just amazing, and even though it’s not been 
that long since having breakfast, there is 
always room for cake! There is a beautiful 
church in Cochem and whilst we are here, 
Roger thought  it would be very fitting and a 
nice gesture to go and light a candle for Robin. 
The hours parking was just about right as we 
set off now towards the town of Koblenz which 
is where the rivers Mosel and Rhine meet. The 
journey takes us through more beautiful scenic 
towns and villages and roads that hug the 
banks of the river. it has now become very 
warm and our next stop is a welcome break at 
the Koblenz dealership. Another warm 
welcome with the offer also of cold drinks for 
everyone.  
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A bit more retail therapy, then back on the 
bikes, a ride through the busy city streets and 
onto Ruddesheim where we now ride along the 
banks of the Rhine. It is so incredibly pretty 
with the calm winding waters of the river and 
the backdrop of acres of vineyards. 
Ruddesheim is regarded as one of the most 
beautiful wine regions in Germany producing 
not only Riesling but also Pinot Noir. There is a 
lovely long approach into the town that reminds 
me of a typical seaside town, very quaint with 
open fronted cafes and bistros. There is a 
designated parking lane for motorbikes, right 
on the front and as it is so hot now, we are glad 
to stop and peel off a few layers to cool off. We 
have a stroll along the promenade and find a 
nice café with its open frontage for what is now 
quite a late lunch. Time now to head back and 
we just ride a short distance to catch the small 
ferry across the river to Bingen. It is just a very 
short crossing, and we are very soon back on 
the bikes heading across country making good 
time even though we encountered a few road 
closures and diversions which were a bit of a 
nightmare, but we made it back to Bernkastel in 
good time. More drinks on the roof top terrace 
and a delicious Italian meal tonight followed by 
a wander down to the town to sample the wine 
and the fantastic Weinfest atmosphere. It was 
hard not to get bowled along by all the people 
who had gathered, stopping off to listen and 
dance to some of the many bands. A few more 
drinks and some snacks as we wandered back 
to the hotel before bed. It’s been another 
brilliant day. 

Saturday  

After another delicious breakfast there are 
fewer of us going on the shorter ride out today. 
The weather forecast is possibly for rain today 
but the plan is to be back early before the rain 
comes and also before the main road into town 
is shut. As we leave the hotel, we are heading 
towards Piersport and the wonderful winding, 
climbing road that takes you up to the 
spectacular viewpoint over the Mosel that we 
visited every year with Robin. It is hard not to 
feel emotional as we climb the now familiar 
road as we know what is at the top, and 
remember with such affection the photos we 

always took of such an iconic view. Charlie the 
clown, did his usual stunt, pretending that he 
slipped off the top, wouldn’t have been the 
same if he hadn’t. 

 

Back on the bikes and now riding down the 
windy roads we are heading to Konz and 
Tough Stuff dealership. It takes us just over an 
hour and we receive another warm welcome 
with Bern getting herself a bargain with some 
new boots that were in the sale. We are 
keeping an eye on the weather and the time as 
we are running a little behind schedule but its 
not too far to the lunch stop, a brewery at 
Mettlach. Robin brought us here a few years 
ago and is a very traditional German restaurant 
with wooden tables and benches where you 
can sit outside under cover. The food is very 
rustic with huge portions, and with the added 
bonus of their own brewed beer. Although busy 
we all manage to sit together, and enjoy a very 
tasty lunch. By now it has started to rain, and 
the hope is that we get back to the hotel 
without getting too wet. Well, we would have 
had one of the roads not been closed which 
meant we had a long diversion around it. 
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But as we got closer to Bernkastel the rain 
stopped and by the time we arrived back we 
had dried off a little bit. We did however get 
back before the main road was shut and we did 
have a bit of down time before our now usual 
routine of drinks on the terrace. In previous 
years, Saturday night has always been when 
the town holds the firework display, but this 
year the organisers have moved it to Sunday. 
Therefore, our evening is spent down in the 
town soaking up the bustling atmosphere 
sampling the wines, some good, some not so 
good, so we stick to beer. Bratwurst, 
Currywurst and fries for dinner tonight followed 
by bags of churros as we wander round 
listening to the bands and chatting. It seems to 
be less busy than the previous night so is 
easier to walk around. A gentle stroll back over 
the bridge to the hotel, as we mull over what 
has been another great day. 

 

Sunday 

Today have a day off from riding and it has 
become a bit of a tradition to take a short river 
cruise on the day before we have to leave. It is 
just a short walk over the bridge to where we 
can catch the boat from. It is a gloriously warm 
sunny day, just perfect for a riverboat cruise. 
Everyone seems very excited as we board the 
boat and make our way up to the upper deck 
where we can sit outside and take in the 
wonderful views. As luck would have it, the 
boat is licensed, so a cold beer hits the spot as 
set off downstream enjoying the scenic journey 
in the gentle warm breeze. The cruise is only 
for an hour so we make our way back to the 

town to have a walk round and find somewhere 
for lunch. But before we do the boys manage to 
persuade us to go on the big wheel that has 
been at the centre piece of the town since we 
arrived. We are 3 couples, so it’s the girls in 1 
gondola and the boys in another which actually 
proved to be quite tricky getting into. Anyway, 
we’re all in and the wheel starts to move, one 
minute the boy’s gondola is in front of us, and 
then the next minute it’s behind us.  Pete then 
decided to stand up to try and take photos of 
the magnificent views and completely rocked 
the gondola with Charlie and Vince screaming 
like a couple of school girls. Glad we didn’t ride 
with them. !! 

 

It’s our last full day here today and before 
Covid the culmination of the Weinfest was 
always the parade of floats from all the 
vineyards of the Mosel area through the town. 
It was always such an amazing spectacle with 
locals in their traditional costumes, carnival 
floats, music, bands and of course wine. But 
sadly, this year the organisers have decided to 
cancel it. But we’re hopeful it will return next 
year. A nice stroll around and flammkuchen for 
lunch, we make our way back to the hotel, to 
start packing up as we have an early start in 
the morning. 
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Vince has re booked the Zylinderhaus 
restaurant for dinner at 6pm tonight as we have 
to be back at the hotel to watch the firework 
display at 9pm. No taxis tonight, so we walk 
both ways, and we still all enjoy the novelty of 
the train delivering our drinks and of course the 
delicious food. The firework display is usually 
set off from the castle on the hill but because of 
the very dry summer it was considered a fire 
risk. So, this year the fireworks are being set off 
from both the bridge and a boat on the river. 
The town is plunged into darkness with all the 
lights going off and the display starts with an 
enormous bang. It was absolutely fantastic and 
just enthralled us all. It certainly was a truly 
amazing finish to the Weinfest that was so 
good to return to. 

 

Monday 

Time to go home, and the general consensus is 
to not go the pretty route but to crunch through 
the miles back to Calais on the motorways. The 
roads were good and we arrived at the 
Eurotunnel in plenty of time to catch our 
designated train. The only hiccup was that 
somehow Vince and Debbie and Kevin and 
Julie were called for the earlier train so we 
didn’t get to say our goodbyes altogether.   

 

This trip was always going to be tinged with 
some sadness and emotion, and I think we 
must all say special thanks to Vince for leading 
this weekend away. Not just for all the hard 
work, the planning, and the organizing that 
goes into making these trips so enjoyable and 
so successful. He had big shoes to fill, and he 
filled them magnificently. And the trip is 
definitely in safe hands for future years. 

Thanks also to all the road crew who looked 
after us all at the back, and thank you to all 
who came to the 1st Weinfest for 3 years and 
making it such a memorable one. 

Until next time peeps 

 

Bern Gordon 
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.A few observations on planning a trip to the 
Isle of Mull. 

 

There are perhaps two schools of thoughts 
about planning a bike trip: don’t plan and plan.  

The former has a lot going for it. Those of us 
brought up reading Ted Simon’s Jupiter’s 
Travels (and if you haven’t read his book - do 
so now) the attraction is obvious. Packing the 
kit bag, filling the tank and heading out over the 
horizon. What better way to explore the world 
than on a motorbike without a care in the world 
? Crossing continents and emulating Charlie 
Boorman and that other guy are inspirational 
but for most of us perhaps they will only ever 
remain a dream.  

You don’t need to be Charlie Boorman, or ride 
a Pan America, though to have a great 
adventure. Touring on a motorbike is an 
experience not to be missed. It might be 
daunting for some, especially if it is your first 
trip on your own on your bike,  but it need not 
be. 

For me planning is the key to a successful trip. 
You need to do your research: decide where to 
go, where to stay, when to go, how long for and 
what route to take. There is a wealth of 
information out there from guide books, 
websites, blogs and biker Apps to help you.  In 
all probability wherever you decide upon you 
can bet someone else has been before and 
written about their trip. Take advantage of all 
this information. 

For Lin & I inspiration for this year’s destination 
came after watching Springwatch, which was 
filmed in part on the Isle of Mull. 

A destination is one thing. Determining what 
time of year to go, how much time off you need, 
which way to go, where to take breaks, where 
to top up with petrol, where to stay and what to 
do when you get there are key to a successful 
trip. 

Work out roughly how far you can comfortably 
and safely ride in a day. Importantly you need 
to determine how far your pillion, or riding 
companion(s), can or is prepared to ride. It's 
their holiday too and if you want to have more 
than one trip away on the bike with your loved 
one then think pillion !  

Lin rode with me, a few years back, from 
Land’s End to John O’Groats - 875 miles - 
between sunrise and sunset, but riding long 
distances 2 up is ambiguous.  Lin can ride for 
about an hour and half to 2 hours before she 
needs a stretch. As the rider you too need to 
take a break and an hour and half to two hours 
in the saddle is a good guide for any rider or 
pillion. It's a holiday after all. It is wise to take 
your time, enjoy yourself and stay safe.  

It is important on a long ride to stay hydrated 
and to avoid tiredness. Stopping frequently for 
a drink and something to eat is vital. You need 
to factor in time for these breaks. Half an hour 
mid morning and mid after with an hour’s lunch 
stop makes the ride less of an endurance 
event. You will also need to factor in time to fill 
up with petrol and any stops at places of 
interest that you might pass.  Filling up always 
takes longer than you might think. Time 
yourself next time you have to fill up. If you're 
lucky you can combine fuel stops with a break 
but if not allow sufficient time. 

For some a bike trip is all about the ride but for 
Lin & I time off the bike to explore is just as 
important, so leave yourself enough time to be 
able to sightsee and enjoy your holiday. This 
time is also invaluable in recovering if you have 
had several long days in the saddle. 

Something to Mull Over 
Hamish 

Road Marshal 
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For planning purposes I reckon on riding in 
total no more than about 5 to 6 hours in a day. 
With breaks that is about an 8 hour day - max. I 
wouldn’t recommend this length of ride for 
every day of your trip as the cumulative effect 
will be exhausting.  If you have a long way to 
go though you might have to put the miles in 
and you need to have some idea of what you 
can achieve. Personally I think it is nice to 
arrive between 4 and 5 pm. This gives you time 
to unpack and freshen up before the bar 
opens. If you intend a long ride, think about 
your start time. If you prefer a later start or wish 
to spend time on the journey sightseeing, then 
factor that in. If your plan means that you’ll 
arrive late in the day, find out if you need to 
book a table for an evening meal. 

Remember your route will affect your average 
speed. More demanding routes or boring days 
on the motorway require greater concentration, 
which can be tiring and will impact how far you 
can safely ride in a day. The weather can also 
be draining and may force you to ride much 
less than you calculated. There is nothing 
worse than pushing yourself to get to your 
destination when you are tired, wet, cold, thirsty 
and/or hungry. Don’t do it. If you think the 
distance you’ve got to cover or the time in the 
saddle is too much then there is nothing wrong 
in being less ambiguous. You must ride safely 
within your limitations. Whatever is achievable 
for you is how far you might safely and 
comfortably get in a day. Having got an idea of 
where you want to go and how long you are 
prepared to ride,  you can think about your 
route. I enjoy route planning, it builds the 
anticipation and takes away any anxiety over 
getting lost. I wouldn’t knock a folded Michelin 
map but today we have the luxury of sat navs. 

 

I am lucky in that my Road Glide Special has, 
like all of Harley’s newer tourers, a Boombox 
which includes a built in sat nav. But if you 
don’t have a Boombox I highly recommend you 
invest in a good sat nav. Most come with good 
route planning software which is invaluable in 
planning a trip. 

For me I swear by HD ride planner. Apart from 
anything else it's free ! Just log on to the HD 
website on your laptop and start planning. Like 
most sat nav tools you can route plan, save 
and edit routes. Add waypoints, find and add 
points of interest, hotels, grub and petrol station 
and HD dealers. It even gives you suggested 
routes. You can edit the settings to find the 
fastest route, routes that avoid motorways, or 
routes which are the most scenic.  

What I particularly like about ride planner is that 
it is also available as an App on the phone. 
This allows routes that you’ve planned on the 
laptop to be uploaded to the App and from the 
App straight to the Boombox once you turn the 
ignition on. If you don’t have the luxury of a 
Boombox or a sat nav you can simply rely on 
the App on the phone, which will display the 
route and provide directions. 

Before settling on a route I like to look at where 
to take a break on the way; petrol stations, 
cafes, places to see etc. These can be added 
as waypoints to your route.  

If your destination exceeds what you can 
comfortably ride in a day then work out where 
you need to stop overnight. Personally, if we 
need to stop, I like to get the longest day out of 
the way at the start of a trip, when I am fresh 
and keen.  

If you plan to travel abroad or even just the Isle 
of Wight you need to research your crossing; 
whether you need to book and when you have 
to check in etc. Booking your crossing is your 
starting point.  If you cannot comfortably make 
the crossing from your start point in a day then 
you will need to determine how far away from 
the terminal your overnight stop might need to 
be. 
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For Lin and I our camping days are behind us. 
It is a holiday so wherever possible we rule out 
anything too “corporate” or dull to stay.  Cheap 
and cheerful is ok - at a push, but we like nice 
family run places, B&Bs or small hotels. Like us 
you’ll probably plan to be at your destination for 
a few days so do your research. There is 
nothing worse than ending up at Fawlty 
Towers!  

I like to start with a search for accommodation 
on Google Maps, but guidebooks and Apps like 
Biker Cafes,  Booking.com and Tripadvsor are 
good too. If we find somewhere that Lin & I like, 
that is the rooms look clean and comfy, there’s 
a bar, a restaurant or at least one nearby and 
good safe parking with no bloody gravel, I 
check out the hotel’s website, read reviews, 
look at photos of the place online etc. If the 
place ticks all the boxes I tend to book via 
Booking.com, mainly because you can choose 
a free cancellation -  you never know if you 
might have to change plans at the last moment. 
Always look at the hotel's own website though 
as sometimes you can get a better deal. 

 

I keep a note of booking references, 
address/postcodes and phone numbers and 
this becomes my bible. 

 

For our trip to Mull there we had to catch the 
lunchtime sailing. We needed to check in at 
11.30 am. My first step then was to book with 
CalMac ferries. They are easy to book online, 
provide loads of information and they are well 
organised. One tip: although CalMac send you 
etickets they cannot scan them from your 
phone. Always take a printed copy of your 

tickets with you. I keep my ferry tickets handy 
in a ziplock bag, along with my notes. 
Invariably, they load bikes first so be prepared, 
don’t hold up loading because you are late or 
cannot find your ticket. You won’t be popular ! 

 

In order to get to the ferry for 11.30 am meant 
that with a 9 am start we would need to be 
about 2 hours from Oban for our overnight stop 
the day before. Using HD ride planner I was 
able to determine we would have to find 
somewhere near Loch Lomond. 

Sussex to Loch Lomond is quite a distance to 
achieve in one go. It would exceed our 5 to 6 
hour rule. We would need to stop before Loch 
Lomond. Even breaking the journey to Oban 
with two overnight stops meant that inevitably 
we would have to put in the miles. 

The forecast was for 30℃ plus and we had 
over 550 miles ahead of us so it was a very 
early start to beat the heat. In the end we opted 
for a whole day in the saddle bombing up the 
motorway to get us to Carnforth on the edge of 
the Lake District. 

Having put Lin through such a long, boring and 
hot first day (289 miles !), day 2 was 
deliberately shorter with a later start. Although 
mostly motorway the A6/A74(M) is as lovely a 
stretch of motorway one could hope for. I have 
ridden it several times but never appreciated 
the scenery as it has either been chucking it 
down or covered in mist. 
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Something to Mull Over 

 

 

Knowing they have a cafe I planned to pop in 
to West Coast HD, in Glasgow, for tea and a t-
shirt before the short hop up the A82 to Balloch 
on the southern shores of Loch Lomond, 

 

From Balloch we rode towards Faslane and 
had a quick glimpse of the submarine base. 
Our route took us along the coast before 
joining the A83, stopping at Inverary, on the 
shores of Loch Fyne, for a coffee and a mooch 
about. From there we turned off onto the A819 
to Lochawe and picked up the A85 into Oban. 

 

The ferry takes you up the Sound of Mull to 
Craignure, half way up Mull’s eastern shore. 
Tobermory, our base on Mull, was only another 
21 miles or so. Apart from a short section out of 
Craignure, the roads on Mull are all single 
track. This slows you down but given the view 
we didn’t care ! The break at Oban and the 
ferry ride meant we arrived fresh to enjoy a 
beautiful evening.  

 

Tobermory is a picture perfect fishing village 
which, to a large extent, has been revived by 
the tourist trade. You won’t be short of 
accommodation, places to eat, drink or explore 
and it is well worth a visit. We found a lovely 
B&B overlooking the harbour with the most 
friendly and helpful hosts you could hope to 
meet. Parking was limited but the bike felt 
secure enough. 

On our first day off the bike we took a boat trip 
to Fingal’s Cave. Sailing up the Sound of Mull, 
hugging the north coast of the island, with 
magnificent views of the mountains of the 

mainland and the many islands around Mull, 
accompanied by dolphins, is hard to knock.  

We were lucky enough to be able to land on 
Staffa and were able to clamber round into 
Fingal’s Cave.  From the top of Staffa there are 
more fabulous views of Mull, Iona and the 
Treshnish Islands.   

  

We spent day two in Tobermory exploring. 
Although small, there’s plenty to do and there 
just happened to be a whiskey distillery a 100 
yards from our B&B ! Say no more … 

The road from Tobermory to Calgary looked 
very interesting. Calgary has a beautiful 
“Instagram” beach and was a place I had 
planned on visiting but our host warned us that 
the road surface was poor with loose gravel in 
places. As our objective on day 3 was to visit 
Iona, which would take us a few hours to get to, 
we adjusted our plan and gave Calgary a miss 
and headed to Iona via Salen instead 

. In the more remote areas of Scotland you 
might struggle to find petrol so whenever you 
can take the opportunity to fill up. You can get 
petrol at Tobermory but the pump is on a 
greasy, diesel covered slope so I elected to top 
up at Salem instead. We headed for Ben More, 
the island’s tallest peak and hugged the coast 
line to Fionnphort to catch the ferry to Iona. The 
road around Ben More is quite poor so God 
knows what the road to Calgary must have 
been like. The roads though have plenty of 
passing places and for the most part the 
oncoming traffic gave way, not that there was 
much traffic. The ride was slow but that just 
gave time to enjoy the views. 
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There is a CalMac ferry to Iona but we parked 
the bike up and went over by foot to explore. 
Iona is tiny and it seemed a bit unnecessary to 
take the bike. Stupidly though I left the ignition 
on and I can’t say how pleased am I that Lin 
bought me an HD battery booster for Christmas 

!  

To complete our circuit of Mull we headed back 
along the south coast. We stopped at a post 
office that was no bigger than my garage and 
not as well stocked, where allegedly they had 
seen 16 sea eagles in a day. Personally, like 
otters, I don’t believe eagles exist. I have a 
theory that the local tourist board made them 
up to draw the tourists in. We didn’t care 
though as the mountain scenery was absolutely 
stunning and worth the visit alone. 

Planning the trip home was very much the 
same as planning the trip up, except I wanted 
to go a different way. 

If you had more time than we did I would 
recommend taking the time to explore Sterling 
Castle and just down the road, the Kelpies and 
the Falkirk wheel. On this trip though we 
needed to crack on otherwise we would end up 
with a marathon ride home. We stopped for 
coffee at Edinburgh HD (got to think of those 
ABCs), before heading south on the 
magnificence A68 through Jedburgh and the 
Kielder forest, for our second stop on the trip 
home in West Auckland. This proved an 
interesting stop. It looked lovely on the website 
and indeed it was, but Lin was convinced it was 
haunted and we had to wait for over an hour for 
our food ! I would stay again though, if for no 
other reason than our rather nice 3 course 

meal was on the house due to the kitchen’s 
cockup! 

Originally, I had planned to either ride home 
from West Auckland or stop at my mate’s place 
near Stowe but Jimmy was away and Lin didn’t 
fancy another 6 hour ride on the motorway 
staring at lorries. We opted in the end for a 
third stop at a Best Western in Melton 
Mowbray. We always seem to come up trumps 
with Best Western and this was another lovely 
little hotel - but no pork pies on the menu !!! 

In all we managed 1300 miles in 10 days, 
which has got to help with the Chapter mileage 
challenge. We had a most wonderful time and I 
hope our little trip might inspire you to venture 
further afield. 

 

Hamish Rogers 

Road Marshal 
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