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YES! WE’RE BACK

IN BUSINESS!
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Brett

Editor
Hello and welcome to the Spring 2021 
Newsletter!!

And this issue is available IN PRINTED 
FORM!!!

Yes! We’re back in Business!!

If you are reading this on the computer, get 
material and pick up a proper copy at Club 
Night or scoot down to GH-D where there will 
be some available in the cafe area.

As usual the Chapter members and officers 
have written loads of words down for me to 
copy paste. I do other stuff as well, honest, 
although sometimes it feels like most of my 
time is spent trawling Smug Mug for pictures of 
people. Except Wavy Davy of course, his 
official picture is now a dog.

This issue we’ve got some great ride out 
reports, a detailed review of the new Pan 
American (ok, not so new now, but this edition 
has been delated a few times!) and the first part 
of an amazing article from Bent about his tour 
around Europe and up to Norway to visit friends 
and family.

Read on!!

Brett Speed
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Director’s Little Bits
Dell

Director

At last the ride and event program is returning 
to some form of normality and even a proper 
club night. Great to see so many out on rides 
and many have enjoyed a weekend away with 
the Chapter. Membership continues to grow 
with a large number in the last couple of weeks 
joining Hogsback - Welcome to the Chapter.

Cirencester rally was a massive success, and 
we are inundated with requests from other 
chapters to join us next year. To ensure 
Hogsback members get the chance to attend 
we will advertise it internally for reservations a 
month before releasing to other chapters. The 
event will remain a HOG chapters event so 
only open to members of HOG chapters and 
their guests rather than anyone, so we and 
others retain the benefits of being in a chapter. 
Rolling Hills Chapter did a great job with the 
Saturday ride out and BBQ lunch and their 
Director Adam has promised even better for 
next year. I must mention the support from 
Aaron at GH-D who donated a new HD jacket 
for the raffle which was won by a Hogsback 

member, as indeed the Eurocamps holiday 
was. The many photos of the Chapter flags of 
Hogsback and Rolling Hills flying from the 
tower was a fab sight, all be it with someone’s 
underpants also hoisted up there. Anyway 
bigger and better is Eileen’s challenge for next 
year (not the pants).

The next main event was GH-D’s birthday bash 
and the Chapter’s anniversary party. Both great 
events with GH-D very busy and Mark leading 
a big ride out which returned in time for the hog 
roast. Thanks to all who supported the Chapter 
with baking and manning stalls etc. and we 
even had 5 new people join up on the day. The 
evening party was a bit marred by the very 
poor bar service which we have taken up with 
the hotel as it’s the venue for our EOS party. 
The fireworks were spectacular and even the 
treasurer (usual grumps of burning money) 
enjoyed it and will be constantly reminded of 
the fact he was smiling. Good Band & Disco 
with BBQ and lots of smiling members made 
the day.
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The next big one as we approach the end of 
year will be the End of Season party. The 
Chapter has grown and whilst we will cram as 
many in as many as possible, please don’t 
leave it till the last minute to get your tickets. 
Apart from making sure you attend, early 
booking enables us to plan better and when its 
full its full. Tickets go on sale at October club 
night

As the year runs down the road crew will be 
thinking about next years ride program. They 
welcome fresh ideas so if you have any 
suggestions either talk to one of them or email 
AD Paul Cutler 
(paul.cutler@hogsbackchapteruk.org) who 
manages the programme. Planning for next 
year usually starts at the end of November so 
we can release at least a draft programme to 
members in January, particularly for the longer 
trips away so you can plan your holidays. 

We have a new Merchandise officer with Hilary 
taking over from Becca. Welcome to Hilary and 
a massive thank you to Becca who had to keep 
up with a high workload during the lockdown 
periods along with organising our 30th 
anniversary garments. Talking of 30th 
anniversary Katie will be dishing out free pins 
and patches at club nights to members.

Best wishes 

Dell Evans

mailto:paul.cutler@hogsbackchapteruk.org
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On the 19th of July the restrictions were lifted, 
the “normal” ride programme began with Dell 
leading a ride to the Parkinson’s Working Age 
Group Meeting.

We still have 18 more days rides before final 
ride of the season the Remembrance Day ride. 
We also have four garage days mid-October – 
late November which will be delivered with the 
support of Aaron and Neil from GH-D. Please 
keep an eye on the calendar for these events 
as numbers will be limited (not because of 
Covid but because of spare room in the 
workshop!). I will give an update on the final 
numbers for the 2021 ride season in the 
January newsletter. 

Even under what many may call trying 
conditions we have also managed to have 
weekends away to Snowdonia, Cornwall 
(Reims Plan B), Women in Motorcycling, 
Ironbridge and Stratford-upon-Avon (Arras Plan 
B). And not to forget Cirencester, probably one 
of the best Hogsback events for years. More 
than 150 bikes and trikes lead by Adam from 
Rolling Hills and supported by road crew from 
the attending chapters rode through the 
Cotswolds to a BBQ lunch at Adam’s factory. 
After our fill we road back en masse to the 

cheers and clapping from the villages we rode 
through. All in all, an amazing spectacle!

Ride planning for the 2022 season is 
scheduled for later this quarter with the 
Hogsback Road Crew and the ride calendar 
already has two away rides planned early in 
Spring 2022. 

Take care and ride safe. 

Paul Cutler

Assistant Director

Paul’s Bit
Paul

Assistant Director
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Firstly, I must apologise for not doing my bit in 
the last edition, no excuses, I simply forgot. 
(Unlike some retired people I won’t mention, 
my work gets in the way sometimes…)

On a positive note, here we are, sort of back to 
where we were before, it’s rather felt like 
Groundhog Day, every day the same, until 
recently that we have been made free to move 
forward again. 

It’s so great to meet our new members in 
person, most of whom have signed up since 
the “C-word” deprived us of human contact and 
the enjoyment of being sociable with friends 
and family.

My only problem is; you all seem to know me 
by sight and, event by event, I am slowly 
getting to make your acquaintance, (or re-
acquaintance with some), as best I can, when 
we finally find each other in a crowd. 

It certainly helps if you have a name badge, at 
least until I can get to know you properly. 

Please excuse any blank expression I may 
have if I stumble to remember who you are, (it’s 
actually not unusual for me in any event), 
sometimes I especially forget the names of 
retired people.

Participating in all of the Virtual Club Nights has 
certainly helped raise my profile, but there’s no 
substitute for raising yours by attending as 
many club events as you are able to. 

I know it’s not always easy to escape from the 
ties that bind, but the members of our club will 
always have a warm welcome for you and be 
sympathetic to your circumstances.

There is a lot of empathy in this Chapter, most 
of us have been through some sort of 
emotional mill at some stage in our lives.

Hogsback Chapter is actually one great big 
happy family and we sure know how to party, 
attendees to Cirencester will certainly attest to 
that.

Most of us are now experienced HOG 
members, but we all started out at the 
beginning as “newbies” and appreciate how 
difficult it can be sometimes to engage.

All I say is, “Don’t be afraid, dive in and let us 
know who you are”, the more you get to know 
us, the more you will feel part of something 
great.

Katie Francis 

Membership Officer

Katie’s Bit
Katie

Membership Officer
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Outside the Box for Charity
Katie

Membership Officer
Peter’s Bit

Peter

Head Road Captain

Hello everyone,

So, we are back riding again in large groups 
and it’s been a blast. Once again thanks go to 
Paul Cutler for managing the ride programme, 
trust me that is no easy task.

For all those that went to Cirencester I am sure 
you will all agree it was a blast. The Ride-Out 
which was managed by the Rolling Hills 
Director Adam was fantastic as was the BBQ. 
The plan of using all available Road Crew to 
manage the drop-offs worked well and gave 
everybody else an enjoyable ride.

Unfortunately, we are saying goodbye to two of 
our Road Captains; they are Gary Morss and 
Robin Seymour.

Gary Morss has been a member of the Road 
Crew for over 20 years and has led many rides 
over the years, whether they have been day 
rides or weekends away. Gary has always 
been someone that you can trust to fulfil his 
commitment to the ride program, a perfect 
example was when Gary was on a ‘Sabbatical’ 
and one of the Road Crew could not make his 
planned ride, who stepped into the breach to 
help? Gary Morss did, someone that you 
always trust.

Robin Seymour has led numerous away rides 
in Europe with his normal methodical planning, 
these trips have always been well supported by 
Chapter members. One of his speciality 
European trips has been the wine festival at 
Bernkastel-Kues nestled in the middle of the 
Moselle. This has been hugely enjoyed by all 
participants and I have had the privilege of also 
attending one of these trips. Robin’s day rides 
have also been well received and attended and 
have taken the Chapter to some wonderful and 
interesting places. Along with these trips that 
Robin has planned and managed he is also 
instrumental, along with Axel Thill, with the 
infamous Iron Hog. A true test of endurance 
whilst riding a motorcycle. Not to be satisfied 
with what Robin has done above he also 
planned for those who wished to join him on 
the ABC rides. These rides which many 
enjoyed allowed Chapter members to gain 
points to receive awards from HOG. And finally, 
Robin also managed the Mileage Challenge for 
the Chapter, and I am sure we can all 
remember the Saturdays that Robin would be 
at GH-D with his PC taking members details 
recording VIN numbers and mileage, oh and of 
course the doughnuts.
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Hi, I am Hilary Byrne. I have just taken over as 
Merchandising Officer and I am very happy to 
be able to serve the Chapter in this small way. 

I have been a member of the Chapter for 6 
years now and ride Frank (my trusty Tri Glide ) 
with enthusiasm. I have been riding for 50 
years now (nearly my lifetime) and lost count of 
the bikes along the way. I love the longer rides 
and touring the best.

I will try to keep a good stock of patches and of 
course bring them to each club night.  I will also 
bring my sewing machine to GH-D on a regular 
basis and sew on patches for contributions to 
the Chapter charities. I will next bring the 
machine on the Macmillan coffee morning in 
October. 

Hopefully the merchandising officer email link 
on the website is working soon. Looking 
forward to meeting you all.

Hillary Bryne

Merchandise Officer

I would like to thank both Gary and Robin for 
their enormous commitment to the Road Crew 
and the Chapter, they will both be missed, and 
we wish them all the best.

This time of the year we will be getting ready to 
start our planning for both new Road Crew and 
the ride programme. Once all this has been 
done, we will be able to showcase what has 
been decided. I am sure that the Road Crew 
will not let you down in what will be planned for 
the 2022 riding season.

I hope that you will all agree that this year’s 
ride program has been extremely 
comprehensive, especially when you consider 
what we have had to endure with COVID-19.

Once again, I would like to thank all the Road 
Crew for their hard work and commitment in 
delivering a great ride program for the Chapter. 
I will be working closely with our Safety Officer 

Vince Pyle in organising New Members rides 
which, if we are lucky, we may be able to 
squeeze in one more of before the year is over.

So cheers for now and keep the shiny side up.

Peter O

Head Road 
Captain

Hillary’s Bit
Hillary

Merchandise Officer
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FINALLY we got to party!

And what a party it was, Cirencester 2021, it 
was touch and go as to whether we would be 
able to run it, but we could and we did and 
what a great weekend it was. We had over 260 
people from 10 chapters across the country. On 
arrival they were treated to Wavy Davy and 
friends playing during the afternoon. Friday 
night was Hawaiian night, it was really colourful 
and such a fun night. There was a lot of 
catching up with old and new friends, eating, 
drinking and dancing to a live music from the 
band Primed and DJ Rob (as always making 
sure we partied into the night).

Saturday we had over 150 bikes on a ride out 
through the stunning countryside of the 
Cotswolds. Then it was on to a fantastic BBQ 
arranged by Adam Philips (Rolling Hills 
Director) at his industrial unit. The food was 
amazing as were the team cooking and 
serving, they managed to serve 214 people in 
1 hour, so impressive. We also had Wavy Davy 
accompanied by the lovely Jackie Brealey who 
entertained us while we ate.

Saturday night was another night of great 
music from the band Groove Republic and DJ 
Rob, we had a fantastic raffle with some 
brilliant prizes donated from Guildford HD and 
Rolling Hills, our amazing Charities Officer 
Leigh Ballinger managed to get a Euro Holiday 
for the raffle as well, how fantastic is that!

We had a giant Jenga challenge that had the 
whole crowd fixated on when it would topple, 
much to the annoyance of the band who were 
waiting to play. But DJ Rob built up the tension 
and the worthy winners of the 2021 Jenga 
trophy were two lovely ladies from 1066 
Chapter.

Outside the Box for Charity
Katie

Membership Officer
Eileen’s Bit

Eileen

Activities Officer
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Keep checking the e-shots, the website and of 
course make sure you come along to the club 
nights where you will get up-to-date info, meet 
knew and old friends and generally have a 
great evening. If you haven’t been to an event 
yet and want to see what we all get up to visit 
the photo gallery on the website.

As always thank you all for your support and for 
making all of the events such fantastic fun, and 
remember without you it can’t happen.

Eileen Ostinelli

xxx

Activities Officer

What’s coming up…

30th Anniversary of the Chapter Charter 
Summer BBQ

Saturday 18th September

6.30 to Midnight

Hilton Cobham

B & B room rates if you wish to stay Single 
£115.00 and Double £125.00 but try Hilton 
Honours or Booking.com for better rates.

(I am waiting for them to send me a booking 
reference which I will post on the website and 
in the e-shot as soon as I have it)

I hope that we actually have some summer 
weather for the BBQ. We will be partying at the 
Hilton Cobham on the terrace and gardens. 
Tickets are on sale now and are £10.00 for 
members and £20.00 for guests. You can email 
me for tickets 
(activities@hogsbackchapteruk.org), I will also 
be selling them at club night. We have live 
music from the band Primed and it wouldn’t be 
a party without DJ Rob Paston who will take us 
into the night with his tunes. If its raining we 
have a room inside so don’t be put off by the 
weather.

End of Season Party

Sat 27th November

Hilton Cobham

Anther event not to be missed, fancy dress 
theme TBC, band, DJ, lots of dancing and 
laughter and of course a little bit of drinking 
involved. Some advice for new members, look 
out for when the tickets go on sale as they sell 
out very quickly.

Room rates have been agreed at Single B&B 
£100.00 and Double B&B £110.00. Booking 
reference details will be given once tickets are 
on sale. Make sure you have purchased a 
ticket before you book a room to avoid 
disappointment.

mailto:activities@hogsbackchapteruk.org
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Big events yield big sets of photos and, in a 
world where every telephone can take some 
photos, it comes down to the Head 
Photographer on how best to present the many 
photos whilst avoiding duplication (though a 
Hawaiian shirt is a Hawaiian shirt in any 
colour). The goal is to create galleries of decent 
quality which are fun to browse, even after 
many years, ensuring they are still capable of 
transmitting the mood and atmosphere, be it 
ride, dance or drinks.

Cirencester 2021 was such a challenge and 
the result is 10 galleries of different focus. The 
first five are from me, the Head Paparazzi, with 
biggest camera and biggest flash on location, 
covering: 

1) The Cirencester Arrivals

2) Hawaiian Night

3) The Ride-Out

4) LOH's Party 

5) Groove Night

These are complimented by 5 galleries by 
various Chapter Photographers, in no particular 
order: John Fluker, Laurence Tyrell, Julian 
Benett, Paul Fluker, Becca Evans, Katie 
Francis and Larry Zea. A fantastic collection. 
My focus here was to have a consistent 
timeline in each gallery and try to keep sizes 
below 150 photos each. I only failed on 1 
occasion.

Axel’s Bit - The Cirencester Photo Avalanche!
Axel

Head Photographer
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Hogsback Chapter publishes its photo 
galleries on the SmugMug platform. In the 10 
days following Cirencester, the following 
“impressions” were recorded (see opposite).

The numbers are not a popularity contest, it's 
just a view of the last 10 days. Hogsback's 
members' “impressions” are predictable, it is 
the external interest from other chapters that 
drive the numbers in the 50k region, as well 
as the number of photos in a gallery. 

And one last statistic: these 10 galleries are 
based on over 1,650 photos submitted by 8 
Photographers, of which less than 990 were 
published. On average every photo was viewed 
150 times - and the superb video by ADM is not 
even included here yet.

Over 150,000 impressions in less than 10 days 
is a great result for one event, and they will 
increase over the years. Eat that you 
Instagram Influencers...

Enjoy the photos

Axel Thill

Head Photographer & Treasurer
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I just wanted to say that I've been blown away 
by the amount of support there is within the 
Chapter for our charity fundraising. Every time I 
organise a raffle or a fundraising activity it 
exceeds my expectations! 

Cirencester Convergence Rally was mind 
blowing, we raised over £2,000 on the sale of 
raffle tickets, meaning that after the minimal 
expenses were deducted both the Hogsback 
and Rolling Hills charities were hugely 
supported by that event alone.

Again, at the recent 30th Birthday celebrations 
we needed not 1 but 2 trestle tables in the 
lounge area to display all the baked goods for 
the Coffee ’n Cake stall made and donated by 
our Chapter members. With Hilary sewing 
patches for donations and Rob, Suzi and 
myself selling raffle tickets for the evening 
raffle, we again netted over a thousand more 
pounds for our own Chapter Charities!

Thank you all, on behalf of this year's charities. 
Parkinson’s UK, Prostate Cancer and Air 
Ambulance. You are all awesome!

Leigh Ballinger 

Charities Officer 

Leigh’s Bit
Leigh

Charity Officer
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When I joined Hogsback at the end 2019 I was 
keen to quickly get the necessary requirements 
to join the fabled weekend rides. A slow winter 
season later, me and my beloved were booked 
on the 2020 rides to the Isle of Wight, Camelot 
and Snowdonia. 

Then COVID struck... and the rides were 
cancelled 😞 . Even the New Riders ride, which 
I had narrowly missed in 2019, got transformed 
into a Zoom safety briefing.

As the Chapter adapted to the new context, I 
was able to join a few Rides with 6, but it was 
with great anticipation that Irina and myself 
waited for the 2021 edition of the Snowdonia 
trip. This was to be our first big weekend away!

Robin did a sterling job to keep us on the ride 
till the last moment as my roster for July was 
confirmed late. Simon at GH-D did his bit and 
emailed me, texted me and eventually phoned 
me up as I has asked him to make sure I would 
service “Little Bear” in time for the ride. Yeah, 
well, for future reference, Taz has a bubble 
brain and the memory of a goldfish.

On the morning of the July 22, fuelled and 
ready, “Little Bear” parked next to the small 
armada of shiny motors on the tarmac in front 
of GH-D. Right away, the warmth and 
happiness on the faces of the participants 

made certain that even a newbie like me would 
feel at ease. At 08h55, Vince, our Road 
Captain, blew his whistle to draw us to attention 
and started the ride briefing. He introduced the 
road crew and, leaving nothing to chance, 
finally asked if everybody was familiar with the 
Drop Off system. Taz raised his paw... “uhhh ... 
never had a chance to practice it yet”

“No problem”, replied Vince. “Al will brief you 
on that”

Al took out a glossy checklist and briefed me 
thoroughly on the drop off, gave me simple tips, 
and a few minutes later the engines were 
roaring and the pack left GH-D right on time 
towards our lunch stop in the Cotswolds.
Continued on next page…

Snowdonia Taz
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Right away anticipation gave place to 
exhilaration! The weather was glorious and the 
roads we took were scenic and pleasurable. 
Whatever apprehension at riding in such a big 
group I had been left soon vanished. 

At 12h30 we stopped at the Royal Exchange 
for lunch and all had been well organised. No 
need to wait as orders had already been taken 
in advance with the menu sent by Robin ahead 
of the ride. An hour later we were back on the 
road under the scorching sun to arrive in 
Snowdonia around 18h00. 

The Royal Oak Hotel had organised parking for 
the group and all was set to accommodate us, 
despite the lingering COVID restrictions still in 
place. Malcolm and Margaret were to be our 
dining partners inside the bubbles organised by 
the hotel. It was a pleasure to talk over dinner 
then to meet up with the rest of the groups for a 
few drinks.

Vince announced the programme for the 
second day: a light 70 miles round trip with 3 
stops planned to relax and get acquainted with 
the Welsh mountain roads.

The following morning, in anticipation of a 
glorious day, I decided to treat myself with the 
Full Welsh breakfast.... which almost, 
unsurprisingly, turned out to be the same as the 
Full Yorkshire, Full Scottish, Full Cornish and 
Full English I had tested in the past. Not a leek 
in sight to the despair of my vegan beloved.

The ride was great, swirling around, up and 
down the mountains in formation. The stops to 

visit the local dog mausoleum and Welsh castle 
provided ample opportunity to get to know each 
other and talk about the finer points of riding in 
a group. The evening back at the Royal Oak 
provided more gorgeous food and merry 
drinking.

The third day was the main course, 200 miles 
criss crossing Snowdonia from peaks to the 
sea, up the hidden valleys, exploring nooks 
and lakes, smelling sheep scents. By this time, 
thanks to benevolent guidance of the old timers 
who had given me tips, I felt really comfortable 
with my riding. 

Tired but content in the evening, my beloved 
and I joined Mick and John on the benches of 
the local outdoor pizzeria by the village green 
to sample the local brew. It was here, ordering 
a Welsh Rarebit, that Taz was finally able to 
take a leek. It was a bit cheesy, overcooked 
and dripping but hey ho ...😂 😂
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The ride back towards GH-D was also great 
and well planned. People embraced each other 
and said their goodbyes at stops, waving to the 
group as they were peeling off towards their 
final destination. On the M4, close to Reading, 
Vince made a final stop. The skies were 
loading up ominously and the old timers looked 
at the weather radar app to visualise the 
coming rain position. In a matter of minutes, we 
were all equipped to weather the down pour. 
The last 20 miles to Guilford then Horsham, 
was another opportunity to observe and learn. 
To see when it was safe to press a little and 
when to ease off and be extra careful in the 
corners.

The Snowdonia WhatsApp group set up by 
Robin was soon awash wish messages 
informing everybody that all were safe and 
back home, though thoroughly drenched for a 
few 😊  and in the days that follow, pics and 
further tips were exchanged.

All in all this first weekend ride away proved an 
exhilarating and enriching experience. The 
organisation, planning and ride’s execution by 
the Road Captain and Road crew smelled of 
professionalism and expertise. The old timers 
were very welcoming and helpful, the 
entertainment great and the company joyful 
😀 . We cannot wait to do it again and no 

newbie should feel apprehensive at sampling 
their first big ride.

Taza, Taza, Tazoooo! 😛 😋 😜

I ALSO RECEIVED A WONDERFUL WRITE UP OF THE 
SAME TRIP FROM BERNICE GORDON, TAKEN FROM HER 
FACEBOOK PAGE “BLOG”. 
I’D LIKE TO THANK HER FOR HER SUPPORT AND 
UNDERSTANDING OF ME NOT INCLUDING HER 
SUBMISSION. 
IF YOU’RE INTERESTED THEN PLEASE CHECK OUT HER 
FACEBOOK PAGE! - ED
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I definitely prefer the reality reality, its so much 
more real.

Posting music on-line bears absolutely no 
comparison to the wonderful experience of live 
music. Apologies to anyone who might be 
missing my broadcasts, but come and see me 
live, it’s what its all about in my book.

I’ve been very fortunate to grab some 
opportunities to play outside over the past few 
months and the support from the Chapter has 
been heart warming to say the least. I‘ve been 
entertaining the Chapter for 17 years now, 
since I first joined in 2004, and I’ve loved every 
moment, but the appreciation I’ve received 
these last twelve months has been awesome. 
Thank you one and all (even Dell Evans) for 
allowing me the privilege to strut my stuff.

How wonderful also to enjoy the company and 
support of Howard Pullen and Jackie Brealey 
too. Jackie’s been so good, she’s certainly 
earned her permanent place in the Wavy Davy 
Band, and I love every minute I’m fortunate 
enough to be singing with her.

Howard is also great company anytime and we 
do enjoy a good sing-song, anywhere, anytime. 
He also has a great singing voice and we’re 
always happy to add a new recruit to the 
Hogwash Choir, so if you can tickle your tonsils 
with honey and give us a tune, join us when 
you can.

There will be plenty of opportunities and on a 
regular basis, as long as I can keep getting 
away with it.

You may have noticed me at August Club Night 
chatting with a very attractive young lady, who 
was attending as a guest by invitation. That 
was Gemma Macaulay-Black, who made her 
Documentary with our/my Katie back in 
February this year, which was posted on 
YouTube, with access from the Chapter 
Facebook Page, and was about “Women in 
Motorcycling’. What an enlightening chat we 
had about music and media work in general, 
great to talk to a young person who doesn’t 
entirely create her art by computer. A University 
Graduate with a promising outlook, look out for 
her work in the future.

From Virtual Reality to Reality Reality? Wavy Davy
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I love live music and everything about a 
genuine performance. There are certainly some 
advantages of being, as Cathy Robert would 
say, “d’un certain age”, and that is having being 
witness to live music in the sixties and 
seventies. I feel it is my role to re-create, as 
best I can, the earthy simplicity of those times 
and to share that music in its original format.

Thank you to everyone who has shown their 
appreciation, it will always be that positive vibe 
that keeps me going, looking forward to my 
next fix.

I never forget that I am a motorcyclist too, and 
have been all my life, it’s great to ride with so 
many friends at every opportunity. I love my 
Road Glide, which is now six years old, she’s 
an elegant brute of a workhorse that does 
everything I want it to and has taken Katie and 
me on some wonderful adventures. She even 
copes remarkably well with some of the more 
challenging routes some Road Captains like to 
test us on and with consummate style.

Look forward to seeing you all soon, one way 
or another. 

Chapter life is groovy,

Wavy 

NOW HIS OFFICIAL PHOTO - ED
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So, we signed up for Cirencester as newbies to 
the Chapter, having joined in 2019 and being 
denied the opportunity to really get out and 
meet people until now. 

We made our own way to Cirencester as we 
were both working in the morning but arrived to 
see things already well underway. The setting 
was beautiful and the organisation was beyond 
well oiled… arriving later had it’s benefits as we 
checked in without queues!

Friday night was all about the Hawaiian shirts 
and the Jenga! Everything, literally everything, 
stopped for the Jenga at one stage and the 
anticipation of each move was felt throughout! 
When it came to the music and dancing, who’d 
have thought that blow up guitars and palm 
trees would bring such joy!

Saturday’s ride was epic. It was our first major 
ride out and again the organisation was without 
fault. I still get goosebumps remembering the 
sound of so many bikes sitting on the tree lined 
road waiting for the off and looking in front of 
me and behind and seeing nothing but Harleys 

of every shape and colour, including the lovely 
trikes. 

We arrived for lunch, which was a military 
operation, and again everything worked like 
clockwork with loads of time to meet new 
people from different chapters. Back on the 
road home through the villages, the people and 
children waving was just brilliant.

Saturday I had my First Ladies of Harley 
experience - what an amazing group of women! 
Now, I clearly can’t go into too much detail as it 
is strictly for the ladies… but I was made to feel 
extremely welcomed as a newbie and there 
was lots of laughter and friendships were 
made.

Saturday night and the Jenga was moved 
inside after it was decided that it took 
everyone’s attention away! More fun and frolics 
but it seemed that a lot of people had peeked 
early and the effects of the previous night were 
taking their toll! However, we left at around 
1.30am, so it wasn’t an early night!

Cirencester
Hanna

Brian
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Sunday saw a lot of riders leave early - we left 
mid morning and the packing up had been 
mostly done. I can honestly say we had a 
brilliant time… the chance to meet with 
everyone, have fun, have laughs and to be a 
part of such an amazing experience of the ride 
out will be with me and make me smile at the 
memories for a long long time. 

A very big well done to everyone who was 
involved in the organisation and a huge Thank 
You - we’ll definitely be back!

Hanna & Brian
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After the disappointment of not being able to 
travel to France Al, our group leader, managed 
to arrange a trip to Falmouth in Cornwall, which 
was quite amazing in such a short space of 
time.

So early on the Friday morning after a briefing 
from Al, informing us of our route ahead, the 
group of 19 bikes set off from GH-D for our 
long journey down to Cornwall, stopping en 
route to pick up Katie, Dave, Stephen and Lisa 
from The Haven Café. Lunch was in the Exeter 
service station which was packed with holiday 
makers, but great to be able to stretch our legs 
and grab a bite to eat. For afternoon tea we 
made a stop at Jamaica Inn, but unfortunately 
there was a power cut so after a quick photo 
shoot we carried on.

We all arrived safe and sound around 5pm, 
thanks to the great teamwork of Al and the road 
crew.

At first glance our accommodation at the 
Falmouth University looked a little bit like 
Prisoner Cell Block H, but actually the rooms 
were clean, soft towels were supplied and hot 
water, what more could you want.

After a quick turnaround, we all headed by bus 
into Falmouth for drinks and dinner, 
Weatherspoons being the first port of call for 
that much needed alcohol. Everyone then split 
into groups and headed for the local 
restaurants and bars.

On Saturday morning we headed off around 
10am, after Al had very kindly supplied us with 
bacon rolls and mugs of tea which were 
gratefully received. First stop was The Lizard 
with stunning views and luckily for us the 
weather was dry and sunny. Some of the lanes 
were a little challenging but we all made it. We 
then carried on along the coast past St 
Michaels Mount and onto the beautiful 
Tregenna Castle in Carbis Bay.

Falmouth
Richard

Cheryl
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Ron, whose brother just by chance owned the 
castle, had very kindly organised for us to have 
a wonderful afternoon tea in one of the function 
rooms. Very tasty scones with jam and clotted 
cream and a selection of rolls were consumed 
by all. Ron then took us for a guided tour 
around the castle which is as stunning inside 
as out with spectacular views over St Ives.

A wedding was taking place when we arrived 
and I must say I felt a bit uncomfortable roaring 
up on 19 bikes and ruining the bride and 
grooms special day, but they were extremely 
lovely and ended up having a few wedding 
photos with the bikes, the bride even borrowing 
one of the guys leather jackets and I must say 
she looked stunning.

On the way back we did a quick pit stop in 
Asda loaded up with drink for our BBQ which Al 
had arranged with the university for that 
evening. Everyone got to mix and we were 
entertained by Dave on guitar and Katie and 
Howard singing along. 

Sunday morning, we left around 9am and 
ended up at a Tin Mine. Yet again the weather 
held as we carried along the coast past 
Newquay and onto Padstow for lunch. Pretty 
harbour town, yet again very busy but it was 

lovely to look around and grab one of the 
famous Cornish Pasties. On our way home we 
all boarded the King Harry chain ferry over to 
Falmouth. That evening we all headed into 
Falmouth again for more food and drink.

Monday we were all up and ready to leave by 
9am and I must admit the thought of the long 
journey home didn’t thrill any of us. We stopped 
a few times for coffee and lunch at Felicity's 
farm shop and then once we had reached the 
M27 service station it was time to say our 
goodbyes as everyone was heading in different 
directions.

It was a great weekend away with many laughs 
and we can’t thank Al and the road crew 
enough for all their hard work in making sure 
everything went to plan – even if there was a 
wardrobe malfunction! 

Any new members reading this, I would 
encourage you to join the trips away as you get 
to meet such great people, roll on the next one.

Richard and Cheryl
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Czes Wicherek organised and led this 
weekend for the hardier adventurers within the 
Chapter.

With a rare tornado event taking place in the 
Czech Republic, the predicted weather for the 
trip wasn’t looking a lot better. Still, the small 
but perfectly formed group of nine plus one in a 
support vehicle were undeterred as they set of 
from Cobham Services under grey skies for the 
campsite; stopping off at Newmarket H-D for a 
comfort break and the Harley statue at 
Littleport for a photo opportunity along the way. 

The weather stayed dry until about thirty 
minutes from the campsite, but fortunately 
stopped once we reached our destination. We 
were able to put up our tents up and relax but 
only briefly before being taken by taxi to a 
lovely local pub for dinner. 

Then it was a short taxi ride back to the 
campsite and the chance to sit around a 
campfire, chat and have a few drinks under the 
night sky.

The camp awoke gradually the next day and 
soon we were off to a local cafe for breakfast. 

Back at basecamp, we had time to have a look 
around the Bubble car museum, sometimes 
referred to as one of the seven wonders of 
Boston, before embarking on an epic ride to 
Skegness for a really good fish and chips 
lunch. 

The weather was starting to improve as we got 
back on our bikes and made our way to a local 
micro-brewery (The Fuddy Duck) for some 
refreshment, riding is thirsty work after all, and 
the sun had come out! Whilst there, we 
engaged in a game with the locals and 
diplomatically, we let the locals win!

A Weekend Away Camping
Czes

Webmaster
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We returned to the campsite to get changed and 
soon it was time to be whisked off by taxi to 
another local pub which offered extraordinary 
value for money! Once satisfied, we all returned 
to the campsite for another evening around the 
campfire telling jokes, tall stories and a few 
beers.

We woke up on the Sunday to the sound of rain 
falling on our tents and pretty much feared that 
we were going to be riding back in the heavy 
rain that was predicted. However, the rain 
stopped whilst we packed up camp and started 
again as we set off, but did not last long. The 
dry ride home went smoothly. 

Thanks to all who came along and made it 
such a fun weekend and you’ll be pleased to 
hear that I’m already considering camping 
options for next year! 

Czes Wicherek

Webmaster



Pan America
 

Hogsback News Late Summer 2021 28

I have been following the development 
of the Pan America model with interest 
for the last couple of years. I really 
enjoy touring on my Harleys and the 
whole Harley lifestyle, but also had a 
BMW R1200GS which is really the 
Swiss Army Knife of bikes and is an 
ideal European Sports/Adventure 
touring machine, but has the downside 
of not being able to ride it with the 
Hogsback Chapter. With the Pan 
America, I can have my cake and eat 
it!

When HD announced the Pan America 
back in February I was blown away by 
the specs of the bike. 150 HP straight 
out of the box, all the electronic toys 
and rider aids and it weighs less than a 
Sportster! It was powerful, lightweight 
and competitively priced for the large 
adventure bike market and fitted spec-
wise right between the BMW R1250GS and the 
KTM SuperAdventure 1290 which was just 
incredible. It really looked like Harley had done 
an excellent job with the bike.

I knew the wait was going to be long, but I 
placed an order pretty much immediately to 
make sure I could get one of the first batch of 
bikes GH-D would receive.

In June the first demo bike arrived at GH-D and 
of course I booked a test ride. The bike was a 
Pan America Special in Gauntlet Grey metallic 
with spoked wheels and the Adaptive Ride 
Height (ARH) feature. It looked great. The front 
end design is not everyone's cup of tea if you 
read comments on social media but I really like 
it. The styling takes cues from the Road Glide 
and Fat Bob bikes and it's nice not to have 
another plastic "beak" on the front. It looks 
mean and purposeful and kudos to HD for 
doing something different to all the other ADV 
bikes.

The bike was fitted with the Screamin' Eagle 
titanium exhaust which looks much better than 
the big stock can and sounds pretty good - 
especially with the "decibel reducer" removed.

There is no getting around the fact that the bike 
is tall - even with ARH in the low position - but 
it's an adventure bike and that is to be 
expected as the ground clearance is needed. I 
am 5'8" and I was on the balls of both feet on 
both sides with the standard seat in the low 
position. It was easy enough to flat foot on one 
side or the other without needing to slide off the 
seat centre much at all, but I have ordered the 
low seat as the extra inch will be helpful as my 
wife always reminds me. The Adaptive Ride 
Height feature is not noticeable in use but 
works perfectly, lowering the bike a little as you 
come to a stop. When you ride off, it pumps 
itself up again and you don't notice it 
happening. It really is seamless and gives the 
bike the lowest seat height in the big ADV class 
and will give many more people access to this 
kind of bike.

Pan America
Al

Road Marshall
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I hear lots of people saying these bikes are 
daunting as they can't "flat foot" the bike with 
both feet at the same time - and with our 
normal Harleys we are all used to doing this. 
There is a bit of a learning curve to get 
comfortable with these ADV bikes, and unless 
you are freakishly tall and built like a spider, 
most people can't and don't flat foot these 
bikes anyway. One foot down is just as stable 
as two feet down....after all - nobody is worried 
about sitting on a three legged bar stool as 
opposed to a four legged one. If you are 
concerned that this kind of bike is just too tall, 
then check out some of the videos on YouTube 
of short riders on tall bikes. Once you get 
confident, it's really not an issue at all.

To start with, I took the bike onto the A3 to see 
what it was like at high speed. I set it to Sport 
mode and cracked the throttle and it had a 
good try at pulling my arms off. It really likes to 
go and allegedly it gets to triple digits very fast 
indeed. I was consistently going faster than I 
thought when I looked at the speedo.

The windshield in the highest position 
prevented all wind blast on my chest and 
helmet and I was in a nice bubble of smooth 
air, but there was still quite a lot of wind noise. I 
didn't have any ear plugs in though. The 
adjustment mechanism worked fine on the fly, 
but the mechanics of it look flimsy and I think 
the slide rails should be made of alloy with 
bearings in them. Some enterprising CNC 
machine owner will probably sort this out in the 
near future. Wind protection for the legs worked 
well because of the wide radiator and cowling - 
but the arms are still exposed. No big deal. 
Heated grips and hand wind guards as 
standard on the Special model are a nice touch 
too.

For the riding position, the peg placement gave 
me quite a lot of knee bend with the low height 
setting on the standard seat. It wasn't 
uncomfortable for me, but when I get the low 
seat, this will be exacerbated a bit, so I would 
ideally like to see an option for lowered pegs 
and them maybe moved out a bit as the 
placement is quite tight against the bike. Maybe 
a bigger peg like the HD "Grit" options would 
be better, but those aren't available in the UK 

because they have “dangerous” spikes on 
them. However, various aftermarket companies 
already offer bigger pegs that are compatible 
with the bike (PivotPegz, Flo Motorsports and 
Crossthread Cycles to name a few). Gear and 
rear brake pedal positions were fine and I had 
no problem with them. The gear selector 
looked like it could be a bit beefier to me and 
that may be something I replace in the future.

I had a bit of a forward leaning position on the 
bike and I felt it a little in my shoulders after a 
couple of hours . This could definitely be sorted 
either with longer risers, adjustment of the bar 
position or potentially a set of adjustable risers 
to give some "up and back". I noticed when 
standing that the risers could have done with 
being longer for me and I am a short arse. So 
yeah - risers and bar adjustment may be 
needed to get the ergos "just so".

The gearbox is smooth and precise. It's super 
easy to change gear and there is a satisfying 
snick as it engages. Not the typical Harley 
clunk, and not vague either. Very nice. The 
engine and gearbox is "unit construction" as 
well, so there's only one hole on the bike for oil 
instead of three which keeps oil changes 
simple.

The kickstand is positioned a little awkwardly in 
my opinion - but that's just a matter of getting 
used to it. When it's down, it locks solidly into 
place and it is plenty strong enough to mount 
the bike using the peg and swinging a leg over 
over.
Continued on next page…
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Getting the bike onto the centre stand is fairly 
easy - much more so than my old GS which 
used to fight me all the way.

The engine and the power it puts out is 
fantastic - especially from 4.5k+ RPM. It is 
super flexible due to the variable valve timing. It 
pulls well even from low RPMS like 2.5K, but it 
really comes alive at higher RPMs and only hits 
the redline at over 9K RPM. I found myself 
selecting gears to run at around 4k RPM in 
towns and villages or behind slower traffic 
which would let me pass instantly when the 
opportunity arose. It really is a very good 
engine indeed. Plenty of power on tap 
everywhere and highly capable of getting you 
going very fast, very quickly.

The engine sound is a bit strange though. 
There's quite a lot of mechanical noise - 
whirring and the like. The exhaust note was 
really nice and throaty - but I could hear the 
engine mechanicals quite clearly. Very different 
from my other Harleys where the exhaust note 
hides everything else.

The clutch is lovely and light. Smooth 
engagement and no problem with feathering it 
and using the friction zone at slow speed. It’s a 
“Slip/Assist” clutch which is super nice.

The Brembo brakes are very smooth and well 
modulated. There was no grabbing at all and 
they would haul the speed off the bike with no 
drama whatsoever. Linked braking worked 
well and I felt very confident. The bike only 
had 177 miles on it when I took it, so I would 
expect braking to get even better as the pads 
bed in properly.

The handling of the bike is really good. It tips 
lightly into corners and holds a line perfectly. It 
likes to lean and loves to power out of corners 
on twisties with a fistful of throttle. I would 
describe the handling as "neutral" and 
"compliant". It doesn't fight you, just does what 
you ask of it with no complaints. The frame of 
the bike uses the engine as a "stressed 
member" and is very stiff and predictable in 
corners with no flex that I could feel.

Ride modes worked as advertised. Rain mode 
is a bit "nanny", but could be useful in....rain. 
Road mode is a nice compromise with plush 

suspension and smooth throttle. Sport mode 
can be bonkers when you want it to be. I didn't 
mess with any traction control settings on my 
test ride, just left everything at factory settings. 
You can build customised Ride Modes as well - 
so if you want the Road suspension setting with 
the Sport throttle response, you can do just 
that.

The suspension was great - it absorbed almost 
everything effortlessly and the semi-active 
technology just adjusts everything on the fly to 
keep you at a constant 30% sag which is ideal. 
Absolutely perfect.

I didn't really have time to play with the media 
much. I connected my iPhone easily enough to 
try out the Nav, but although it would show a 
route and give turn by turn directions, it would 
not show a map. Just checkered squares on 
the display with the route overlaid. A software 
fix is needed here but it seems to be a known 
issue and being worked on. I didn't pair the 
bike to my Sena comms on the test ride but 
see no reason why it wont work perfectly.
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The seat felt really comfortable. It was plush, 
without being too soft. I will have to do a long 
day when my bike arrives just to be sure. I 
might just chuck my tent on the back and head 
off to Wales or Scotland to test it for long term 
comfort.

I stopped for a tea break at a local biker haunt 
and the bike drew lots of people over to look. 
There are still hardly any of these in the UK, so 
it is a rare beast. Lots of questions and an 
overall very favourable reception indeed. "This 
is the only Harley I have ever liked the look of", 
"Sound like a Triumph - in a good way", etc...

The fit and finish looked good to me and also 
got very positive comments from others.

In my opinion, it needs the big skid plate fitted. 
The bike I rode had it and it just looks better 
and will give more protection to the regulator/
rectifier, which as we all know tends to get 
chipped on most Harleys.

That's about it. Overall, it's an excellent bike 
and I am really looking forward to having mine 
delivered. Harley surprised the hell out of me 
by producing a genuinely competitive machine 

in this class on their first attempt. Yes, there are 
a few minor "gremlins" (mainly ergos for me) 
but they are all sortable in the near future with 
either HD parts or aftermarket farkles and I am 
sure a software update will take care of the nav 
issue. (I will mainly be using a dedicated 
Garmin nav anyway).

I'm not going to say "Home Run" as I am 
British. But in our Cricket parlance, Harley hit a 
Six for sure!

Update: As I edit this test ride review on 3rd 
August, my own PanAmerica is about to be 
delivered. I am sitting here drinking tea in my 
bike kit waiting for Bob to arrive in the Guildford 
HD van to drop the bike and a mountain of 
boxes of accessories off. It feels a bit like 
Christmas Day!

Al

Road Marshall
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It was in late March that I decided to take to the 
road, as soon as practicalities and 
circumstances allowed.  Practicalities included 
the funeral of my wife and weather. 
Circumstances included the easing of travel 
restrictions at home and abroad.

I’m aware this audience is well versed and 
experienced in touring on two 
wheels.  However, this tour was not going to be 
made on anything resembling a traditional 
touring bike or with the luxury of panniers, top 
box or other luggage space.  It was to be done 
on a customised Breakout and the only 
luggage a small courier thigh bag containing 
bare essentials.

Forget about wet weather gear and several 
change of clothes and never mind all the stuff 
that is packed and never use “just in case”.  If it 
didn’t fit in the thigh bag and pockets it doesn’t 
get packed.  Spartan minimalism taken to the 
extreme.  

So what made the cut:
• Disc lock
• 60 pairs of contact lenses
• 1 spare pair of underpants. (Yes, that’s an 

awful lot of laundry in the sink every evening!)
• Prescription medication
• A matchbox sized factor 50 sunscreen 
• USB charger cables and continual plug
• Power bank
• Toothbrush and travel size toothpaste
• Nail cutters
• Covid vaccination card
• Passport

Not having the luxury of spare space also 
meant taking a decision on how much clothes 
to ride in.  Dress in more layers and a leather 
jacket for the current temperature in Britain and 
for mountain ranges or thinner and fewer layers 
and a riding shirt for the temperatures in the 
Mediterranean and what the summer weather 
would hopefully be later in the trip.  The choice 
fell on a short sleeved merino wool base layer, 
riding shirt and the leather west as well as 
summer gloves.

The total extent of route planning was this:

Leave London - get to friends in Verona - go 
north to Norway and visit friends and family - 
travel back to London via Brussels to see a 
friend.  No dual carriageways was a strong 
desire.

There was an added dimension to the trip. 
Three days before Christmas 2020 Princy, my 
wife and best friend since 1994, got diagnosed 
with inoperable and incurable cancer.  All our 
plans for the future are scrapped and the life as 
you know it no longer exists.  We love travelling 
and road trips around Europe (4 wheels rather 
than 2) was on the cards for when we got older 
instead of long distance holidays.

She died 80 days later.

Touring in the time of Cholera..sorry Covid-19  Bent
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To make the trip more meaningful I decided to 
also use the trip as a fundraiser for Royal 
Trinity Hospice.  They provided such kind and 
caring palliative care for Princy in the last three 
weeks.  As a charity they provide this for free 
and donations are essential.

A fundraiser requires a challenge so mine was 
to visit places with starting with every letter in 
the alphabet as well as the additional letters in 
Scandinavian alphabets.

Did I mention my planning was rather 
sparse?  There was one more bit I would 
planned and checked beforehand.  Is there a 
place in Western Europe starting with X?  I 
better not set myself up for failing the challenge 
before I even started.

Google gave me Xanten, conveniently situated 
in western Germany near the border to 
Netherlands.  Great! I didn’t think I could have 
gone as far as Greece and made the trip in the 
allocated time.

So now the trip had one more fixed point.

The start of the trip was going to coincide with 
step three of Boris’ lockdown reopening plan on 
17th May.  It got delayed to the 19th May when 
France would once again allowed restaurants 

to serve food and curfews on travel went from 
19:00 to 21:00.

Return was 1st July so I could come on the 
Hogsback weekend away to Dartmouth.

It had rained overnight when I made my way to 
Folkestone.  Quite wet from the damp roads I 
arrived just a few minutes too late for my 
train.  It didn’t get better when about a quarter 
worth of the rainfall for May fell on me as I 
waited to board.  Great start.

Arriving in Calais was like another country....oh 
wait.  Brilliant sunshine and no sign of 
rain.  Little comfort when every single piece of 
clothing as well as the booths are soaked 
through.  Time to find a hotel room and get 
dry.  Travel tip:  it’s amazing what you can dry 
with a strategically placed hair dryer and 
enough time as long as you keep an eye on 
things so you don’t end up starting a fire.  Body 
temperature also dries out the layers close to 
the body when there’s no rain present.

Cleaning the bike was item one on the agenda 
the next day.  Apart from the risk of rusting I 
just cannot ride on a bike that now looked like it 
had taken part in a muddy speedway race.  I 
found NetEco on Google and turned up just 
after opening time.

Me: “I would like the bike 
cleaned please”

Pablo: “sure, when?”

Me: “now please”

Pablo: “erm, ok let me see. 
How long do you have?”

Me: “an hour”

Pablo: rather shocked 
expression “that’s a very 
short time”

Me: “just need it clean. No 
need to polish it. I did that 
two days ago”

Pablo looks unconvinced.

Pablo: “ok let’s see what we 
can do”
Continued on next page…



Touring in the time of Cholera..sorry Covid-19 

 

Hogsback News Late Summer 2021 34

He cleans the bike without water and is doing 
an amazing job.  Whilst cleaning he tells me he 
normally take a full day to clean a bike and that 
there’s a 20+ day lead time to get cleaned and 
detailed with him.  However, he took a look at 
the bike and had to clean it.  Must have looked 
even dirtier than I thought.

A little over an hour later the bike looks shining 
and new.  Pablo isn’t happy and would have 
liked a few more hours.

If you want a thorough and professional 
detailing at the end of the next continental trip I 
cannot recommend NetEco highly 
enough.  Book it and be amazed.

Two days into the trip serving six outdoors only 
seems to have been interpreted by the french 
restaurants and inns to mean any number at a 
table indoors is ok.

I pick roads from the map on the phone and try 
to weave a route away from large cities and 
their spiderweb of motorways and large 
roads.  If there are some roads that look 
particularly twisty I definitely try to incorporate 
it.  Secondly I use a weather app to see when 
and where it’s likely to rain and head in another 
direction.

No set route means interesting backroads in 
most sense of the word.  It also means trying to 
memorise villages and turns at junctions from 
the map.  This in turn leads to stopping to look 
at the map at least 50-60 times 
a day as well as stopping to 
take photos and update the 
travel diary.  I have no idea how 
many times I’ve turned the 
wrong way and the route ends 
up somewhere else.  But not 
having a set route means it 
doesn’t really matter as long as 
the general compass direction 
is where you want to go.

It is usually 12-14 hours of 
riding per day but the distances 
are rarely more than 250 miles 
per day due to the roads and 
the number of stops.  I enjoy the 
general emptiness and distinct 
lack of speed cameras on these 

smaller roads.

A vague idea to cross the Massife Central north 
to south gets cancelled due to forecast 
rain.  Instead I end up being pushed eastwards 
through some nice hilly terrain and national 
parks before I’m able to head south through the 
Rhone Valley and reach the Mediterranean 
coast.

I get my first real rain delay in Grimaud outside 
St Tropez where I stay two nights.  The upside 
is beer at lunchtime and Port Grimaud is 
beautiful and scenic.

I’m riding through some spectacular scenery 
and great riding roads.  The coast road on the 
riviera - where avoiding dual carriageways also 
means going through the centre of every town 
and village.  A stop at the HD dealership 
outside Nice is my first dealership stop on the 
trip.  Afterwards it’s time for the second Covid 
test so far at Nice airport.  Very cheap test with 
no booking necessary and a negative result 15 
minutes later.  I am now compliant with the 
Italian entry requirements and I’m sure they are 
eager to see my documents at the border.

I go up into the alps north of Menton close to 
the border and cross into Italy at a small 
mountain village where there’s exactly zero 
presence of any border police. Hmmm, turns 
out this is the norm across Europe regardless 
of all the differing rules in each country.
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More beautiful scenery and backroads 
through Liguria and across the mountains 
towards Veneto.  I arrive in Verona a week 
after I left London.

I stayed with my friends for a week and 
now it’s time to disclose that I sent a small 
suitcase with clothes and shoes on 
advance so I had something else to wear 
when I am here.  Much needed, as is the 
laundry of my trousers and base layer t-
shirt.

The bike gets a rest apart from a couple of 
day trips.  One of those is to the Verona 
HD dealership. Home to the largest HD 
store in Europe.  Probably true if you 
measure it in the largest amount of tat you can 
buy with an HD logo on it.  It is also the home 
of a famed custom builder and most of the 
roughly 12 bikes in the shop were outrageous 
and extreme customs.  Maybe there was a 
second showroom somewhere with other 
bikes? Who knows.

A week later I go to Venice for a couple of days 
to stay with another friend.  From there the plan 
was to go through Switzerland and into 
Bavaria.  The weather wants something 
different.  Rain and sleet forecast for the next 5 
days and temperatures down to 1 degree in 
one of the mountain passes.  Not perfect 
weather for summer clothes.  The weather 
looks much better to the east and if you go far 
enough all the rain should be avoided.

I leave Venice on a Saturday and set course for 
Ljubjana and the HD dealership.  I want them 
to look at the break light issue I’ve had since 
Verona.  The break light will come on at 
random times and stay on for 5 seconds to 10 
minutes at a time.  There’s also this squeaking 
noise that’s started a couple of hundred miles 
ago.

As it’s a weekend I get two nights in 
Ljubjana.  Great, mosquitoes aside it’s a very 
nice and pleasant small city.

Turning up early on Monday to the HD 
dealership and they can fix the break light 
sensor. 20 minute job and the parts are in 
stock.  They are prioritising me so I can get in 
the road.  The squeaking noise they’ll also 

have a look at.  They have an idea it could be 
the rear wheel alignment.  45 minutes later they 
take me into the garage and show me the drive 
belt.  The teeth are about half off.  Turns out 
the wheel was 10mm out of alignment which 
caused the drive belt to rub on the side of the 
sprocket.  No belt in stock.  They can get a HD 
belt later in the week or an aftermarket belt that 
is supposedly at least as strong for tomorrow 
morning and have me on the way by early 
afternoon.  Another night in Ljubjana.  They 
also introduce me to Greg, a Brit living in 
Ljubjana that has just got a new Sport Glide 
delivered.  Greg offers to drive me to the centre 
and we meet up for drinks later and he shows 
me the castle in the centre of the city.  He also 
offers to pick me up the next day and take me 
to the dealership.  To reciprocate in a small way 
I drive his car back to his house so he can pick 
up his own bike.

With my bike ready just as they promised it 
would be and seemingly clear skies to the north 
I set off for the mountains and Austria.  One of 
the roads up in the mountains got smaller and 
smaller, then it ceased to be paved as well.  It 
looked bigger on the iPhone map!  It took me 
through dense forest at little more than walking 
pace which is when I remember Greg saying 
there are bears in the forested hills.  Hmmm, 
better rev the engine a bit and hope it scares 
away any ursine inhabitants.  Turns out the 
mountains in the north are safe.  The bears are 
in the highlands in the other directions.
Part Two will follow in the next Newsletter…
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