
History of the Hogsback Chapter  

Chapter Club Night venues 
The story begins on October 31st 1991, when the UK Harley Owners Group chartered the 

‘Surrey Chapter’ as an official H.O.G. Chapter sponsored by the Surrey H-D Dealership in 

Dorking.   

 

For the first couple of 

years, the Chapter 

met up in various 

pubs around Dorking, 

before settling on 

The Star on the 

Kingston Road in 

Leatherhead.  

 

This pub provided an ideal Chapter venue, with key benefits such as: 

 

 A large (paved!) area for secure off 

road bike parking 

 No near neighbours to complain 

about noise 

 Our own room(s) in the pub to meet 

and socialise 

 Welcoming and understanding staff 

 Good food at reasonable prices 

 Open areas outside for the summer 

meets 

 Warm fires in the winter! 

 

In addition to the 

Star, in 1997 the 

Chapter also met at 

the Pilgrim Pub in 

Dorking, alternating 

between the two and 

sometimes arranging 

two meetings per 

month.  

The Star, Leatherhead 

The Pilgrim, Dorking 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjA6omIp4vWAhXJ2xoKHQ3HApwQjRwIBw&url=https://www.tripadvisor.co.uk/Restaurant_Review-g504176-d2408130-Reviews-The_Star_Pub-Leatherhead_Surrey_England.html&psig=AFQjCNGanlYZepyoYciShR6QcNiMl2lTOA&ust=1504606745562202


By 1998, the Chapter were alternating the monthly meetings at the Star with the Watermill 

just outside Dorking, in preference to the Pilgrim with a later move to The Jolly Farmers at 

Reigate in 1999.  

 
The Watermill, Dorking 

 

 
The Jolly Farmers, outside Reigate 

 
By 2001, the Chapter was also holding a Club Night at the newly opened H-D dealership in 

Dorking High Street, replacing the Jolly Farmers’ pub meet. However, the Chapter tended 

towards a preference for the Star and remained there for many years. 

Fast forward to a regular Chapter Committee meeting, held at the Red Lion, Bletchingley, in 

March 2005, which lead to the creation of the Hogsback Chapter in its present form.  

At that meeting the 

Dealer Principal of Surrey 

H-D formally sacked the 

entire committee of the 

Surrey Chapter following 

a major “breakdown of 

communications” 

between the then 

Chapter Director and the 

Dealership.  

There was a clear split 

between the majority of 

the Road Captains at the 

meeting, who wanted to 

remain part of an official 

H.O.G. Chapter with full dealer support, and the rest of the committee who voted to leave 

H.O.G. and operate as an independent bike club.  

At this stage, the Road Crew loyal to H.O.G. were on their own as they were denied access 

to the Club funds, Club records, membership lists and critically banned from the Star by the 

breakaway group, but with the full support of H.O.G. UK, they were able to continue as the 

official Surrey H.O.G. Chapter.   

The Red Lion, Bletchingley 
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Initially the Chapter had very few members and no place to meet, with the breakaway 

group, confusingly retaining the name ‘Surrey Chapter’ and continuing to meet at the Star.  

Following the split, the first 

meeting of the official Surrey 

H.O.G. Chapter, subsequently 

to be renamed as the 

‘Hogsback Chapter’, was held 

at the Cock Inn, Headley.  

At this stage it was decided to 

have meetings twice a month 

while things were at a critical 

stage of development 

reforming the official Chapter.  

 

Meetings alternated between the Cock Inn and the Inn on the Green in Ockley. The 

membership grew steadily as new members joined and with original members returning to 

the Chapter from the breakaway group when they realised what had really happened. 

 

 

 

During this period a lot of 

research and effort went into 

researching potential long 

term venues and we were 

delighted to discover the 

Hautboy in Ockham Lane, a 

magnificent Grade II listed 

building, built in 1864, which 

used to be a regular “Bikers 

pub” in the early 80’s.  

 

The first Club Night held at the new venue was on the 3rd May 2007.  

The Hautboy had a great ambiance, a wonderful vaulted ceiling in the main part, a mistrals 

gallery and a well-stocked bar 

The Cock Inn, Headley 

The Inn on the Green, Ockley 
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It suited the needs of the Chapter very well; a good location with was ample parking and 

space in the bar for the growing numbers of members coming along and so it was thought 

to be the ideal meeting venue until…….. 

 

 
The Hautboy, Ockham 

 

 
Interior of the Hautboy 

 

…….late in 2007 the pub closed and the Chapter was forced to find alternative venue.  

 
The Hautboy closed - 2007 

Chapter numbers continued to grow and so a larger venue was preferable and necessary.   

After some research – a demanding task involving visiting pubs, sampling their offers and 

appraising their staff – undertaken reluctantly by the road crew – it was decided to try the 

Bookham Grange Hotel, which could cope with our regular monthly meetings and also  

provide a suitable venue for our Start of Season and Christmas parties.  
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Bookham Grange Hotel, Bookham 

Unfortunately the Bookham Grange did not meet up with all of our expectations, and 

interestingly went the same way as the Hautboy, being sold and redeveloped as residential 

accommodation.  Fortunately we were able to move down the road to the Preston Cross 

Hotel, another “small country” house hotel. 

 

 

This proved 

reasonably successful 

but we were keen to 

get “back to basics” 

with a conventional 

pub atmosphere and 

in 2008 we moved to 

the Grantley Arms in 

Wonersh.   

 

This was a ‘heritage’ pub, with suitable facilities and closer to the new Guildford H-D 

dealership which had opened up in Peasmarsh.  With the first opening of the new dealership 

on 13th September 2008 (the official “Grand Public Opening” was in March 2009) we finally 

had a sponsoring dealership and the decision was made to celebrate this with the renaming 

of the Chapter to the “Hogsback Chapter”.  

Preston Cross Hotel, Bookham 
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Unfortunately the 

Grantley Arms was sold to 

a new owner who was 

keen to develop it into a 

gastro pub which would 

not be suitable for club 

meetings so an 

alternative was sought.   

 

 

In the middle of all this we decided to hold some 

of the summer club nights at Bisley in 2012/13, 

taking advantage of the warm weather and the 

bar of the Pavilion, to enjoy some outdoor music 

and the occasional guest speaker, including Gary 

France, author of “France in America” in July 

2013. 

                                

 

Hogsback Chapter Summer Club Nights at the Pavilion, Bisley –  2012/3 

 

The Grantley Arms, Wonersh 



Needing a larger venue with the increase in the club numbers, after much research the 

Princess Royal in Runfold was chosen as our new “permanent” venue as it offered suitable 

facilities, including some great outdoor space and our own dedicated function area for 

bikes, beer and banter – the essence of our Club Nights! This venue has proved to be 

immensely popular, and with over 370 members of Hogsback (one of the largest Chapters in 

the UK) we have plenty of people to enjoy Club Nights with! 

 
Hogsback Chapter Club Night at the Princess Royal 1st June 2017 

 

 

Steve Cork  

 Chapter Historian and Road Captain 


