
Director’s Little Bits 

Hogsback News Autumn/Winter 2022  1 



2022 Membership Survey 

Hogsback News Autumn/Winter 2022  2 



2022 Membership Survey 

Hogsback News Autumn/Winter 2022  3 

Welcome to the Autumn/Winter 2022 Edition of the 
Hogsback Chapter Newsletter. 

2022 provided our Chapter with a sense of normality, 
which we longed for dearly – plenty of rides of many 
where no need to count participants to comply with 
some regulation was necessary – greetings were 
normal again, so no need for fist bumps, elbow 
knocking, or the casual eyebrow raising behind a 
mask to show acknowledgment of somebody else’s 
presence – our voice tone came down thanks to the 
shorter distance between chatting friends – weather 
was back as a preponderate subject of conversation 
– “to zoom” gained back its meaning of moving 
quickly or of changing smoothly from a long shot to a 
close one when using a camera.  By the end of the 
year, the Chapter program was covered with both 
the usual activities, rides, and parties we are famous 
for, as well as the extraordinary events that show 
that we quickly adapt to better circumstances.   

In this edition you will find a report of the 2022’s 
Hogsback Chapter Survey results where our 
members had the opportunity to provide their opinion 
about what the Chapter has to offer and their 
valuable feedback which the Chapter’s management 
has used to prepare a program for 2023 which is 
very hard to beat by any other Chapter in the U.K.  

As I usually do, I encourage you to read the 
interesting stories and reports within this issue. I 
kindly invite Chapter members and friends to send 
us their stories, whether they are from a ride they 
enjoyed, an event they were part of or simply of a 
good experience with the Chapter – articles will be 
included in the next Newsletter.   

Larry Zea 

Editor 
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 Well, a lot has happened in the latter part of 
2022 and here we are about to start the 2023 
season which is HD’s 120th and HOG’s 40th 
anniversary’s. Thank you to everyone who 
completed the members survey. Dave will go 
through the results in this newsletter but for me 
it’s comforting that the vast majority of what we 
do is about right and appreciated. We will take 
on the feedback and indeed already thinking 
about tweaking some of the outputs for the 
future so thanks folks.  

We ended 2022 with another great End of 
Season party organised by activity officer 
Eileen. Then due to reasonable weather (at 
times) we have even had a few winter ride outs 
so far though I have been unable to get out due 
to moving house. The bowling competition with 
1066 and Invicta chapters was yet again won 
by Hogsback so that lovely bowling pin trophy 
is coming home, very much thanks to Chewie 
for managing the winning team. On the same 
day we had the chapter classic firearms shoot 
at Bisley which was won by Brett. You know 
you’re getting old when explaining this 
Winchester rifle is like the one John Wayne 
used and some members ask who’s John 
Wayne. 

Right let’s look forward to 2023. Coming up in 
March is the Club Night special at the 
dealership with food and drink care of GHD and 
Aaron – as always, we are very grateful. Even 
more so the continued financial sponsorship to 
the chapter by GH-D which forms a significant 
amount of  our budget to run the chapter and 
enables us to not increase fees for many years 
GH-D is holding their Birthday Bash on 18 
March which includes the return of the chapters 
bike boot sale run By Roger so if you have any 
treasure/crap hold on to it till then and he will 
try to sell/offload it for you with a small 
commission going to our charity funds. 1 April 
is our Start of Season party, but Eileen will 
cover that in the newsletter, suffice to say 
please get tickets early as possible to help her. 

The ride program has been released and, on 
the website, a sterling effort by Paul to herd the 
cats we call the road crew. Places still available 
on many of the away rides and even if full its 
always worth talking to the ride leader. If you’re 
a new member there’s no better way to get to 
know people in such a big chapter as 
Hogsback than going away with them for the 
weekend. 

Best Wishes 

Dell Evans 

Director 

Director’s Blurb 
Dell 

Director 
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Who do I submit mileage to and why? 

This all depends on what you want to do with 
your mileage. The chapter collects mileage for 
two different purposes, 1. RIDE 365 and 2. In-
House Chapter Competition. 

What’s the difference? 

RIDE 365 - Submission to Katie 

This is a HOG programme where you can gain 
patches for the mileage you travel on your 
Harley Davidson. 

 

You need to submit your mileage to Katie at 
Guildford H-D. This can be done at any time as 
it is a rolling programme where the miles keep 
on growing. It is important that if you sell your 
bike and get a new one, you give finish and 
start miles to Katie. 

If you have more than one bike, submit the 
mileage for all of them, they all count as do 
rental bikes if you rent a HD at home or abroad 
and even a loan bike. Start and finish miles 
required. 

What you need is your HOG membership 
number, the bike’s VIN number and the 

mileage. The mileage needs to be verified so if 
you haven’t got your bike at the dealership take 
a photo of the VIN and mileage to show to 
Katie. 

In House Chapter Competition 

This is open to all chapter members. The 
member with the highest mileage at the end of 
the year will be awarded a prize by Guildford H-
D and the Chapter awards a prize for the 
runner up. 

 

You need to submit your mileage to Vince at 
the start and end of the year by attending a 
mileage day or sending it to 
mileage@hogsbackchapteruk.org  

I will need your HOG membership number, VIN 
number and the mileage. (Photo of VIN & 
Mileage required). 

Simples 

Vince Pyle 

Assistant Director 

 

Mileage 
Vince 

Assistant Director 
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Firstly, thanks to everyone who took time out to 
complete the Survey last year. Nearly 40% of 
the membership completed it, up from 24% in 
2017. 

 

One of the immediate indications from the 
responses is that membership retention is 
improving, with long term membership numbers 
(6 years or more) going up from 46.6% to 
52.2%, so we must be getting something right! 
Also, among respondents, regular or 
occasional attendance at Club Nights has risen 
from 81% to 92%.  

 

Regarding club night, there were numerous 
comments about location, value etc. and we 
have already diversified our venues during 
2022 by the inclusion of Brooklands Motor 
Museum, which seems to have gone down 
well. Location is a major factor for some, 
however we need to try to select venues within 
15 miles of the Dealership, and on top of a 
dedicated room, the venue also needs 
sufficient parking for a mix of up to 100 bikes 
and cars, as well as provide a range of 
refreshments. The option of accommodating 
overnight stays would also be useful. We are 
always on the lookout for alternatives, and 
equally open to suggestions from the 
membership, as long as the right boxes above 
can be ticked. With 85% of replies being happy 
with the monthly frequency of Club Nights, and 
over 95% happy with the format, there’s an 
argument here to retain the status-quo. 

 

With social media (and we need to give credit 
here to Julian who has been responsible for 
our social media presence for the last year), 
Website and Facebook use is increasing, 
although Twitter use is declining. However, the 
Chapter’s policy remains that the Website is 
“The Golden Source” for information. 

 

Larry’s approach to the weekly e-Shot has 
gone down well, with over 95% of respondents 
happy with the balance of humour and 
information, and nearly 99% agreeing that the 
upcoming rides are accurately described. 
Moving on to the periodic Newsletter, again 
95% are happy with the format. Comments 
include “on-line or PDF production only” and a 
plea for more articles from the membership - so 
to everyone out there - when you attend an 
event or ride, please think about doing a write 
up and send it off to Larry. The documented 
experiences of the members are some of the 
most sought-after articles. 

On to the Rides. Around 45% of respondents 
(remarkably similar to 2017) participated in 10 
or more rides during the year, and 84% thought 
there was enough ride variety during the 
season. A few comments about “same old 
Beach/Café runs” although there were a 
considerable number thanking the Road Crew 
for the time and expense, they put in to 
providing a varied ride program. For everyone 
that wanted longer rides, someone wanted 
shorter ones, but every comment (both on the 
rides and in the rest of the survey) will be 
considered. We asked for your opinions, and 
we will take them into account in moving the 
Chapter forward. 

2022 Membership Survey 
Dave 

Secretary 
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Asked about “dislikes about the Chapter rides”, 
over 80% were happy. Some of the comments 
here include the need for a greater variety of 
destination venues, and requests for more trike 
friendly rides. A couple of the constraints we 
are under as a Chapter is that our membership 
is spread over a very wide area, with Guildford 
naturally being in the centre of the postcode 
distribution. On top of dictating where we can 
hold our Club Nights, this also limits the 
number and location of Ride meeting places, 
and similarly, being halfway between London 
and the coast, our options for destinations can 
seem limited. However, some interesting 
comments have been made and we will do 
what we can to take these into account. 

 

Weekend rides are seen to be reasonable in 
terms of both cost and duration by almost 92% 
of respondents. A few comments raised about 
wanting shorter/cheaper trips but numerous 
comments also about having to accept that the 
price of trips petrol/food/hotels have all gone up 
enormously, and these are all outside the 
control of the Chapter. One comment worth 
mentioning here is that “Everyone seems very 
happy when they get back”. What better 
recommendation to book yourself onto a 
Weekend Away Ride is there? 

Camping - the Marmite question! Over 63% 
would not be dragged on a camping weekend, 
but this needs to be weighed against the 36% 
(58 respondents) who would be interested.  

93% of the respondents were happy with the 
frequency/variety and costs of the Chapter’s 
“non-riding” events. A lot of complimentary 
comments about the work Eileen (and the 
others who arrange Go-Karting and Bowling for 
example) put in to making the social calendar 
one of the great attractions to our members.  

The final question asking for comments on how 
to improve the Chapter resulted in a massive 
78.6% declaring “All OK with me”! Comments 
here include “more merchandise please”, “more 
inclusion for trikes”, “more frequent member 
get-togethers at the Dealership”, “more events 
like 1st aid training and garage days”, “new 
destination venues for rides”, “too much 
emphasis on parties”, “more emphasis on lady 
rider and pillion rides”. 

So, to sum up, we asked for your comments, 
and 40% of you kindly let us know your 
opinions, and we stress that we are listening to 
them. Action has already been initiated on Club 
Night venues and improving the environment 
for trike riders. In a growing and evolving 
Chapter, feedback such as this from the 
membership is vital, to keep us the best and 
most active Chapter in the UK, (and probably 
Europe as well). 

The results of the 2022 survey can be found in 
the Members section of the Website in the 
Library. 

 

Dave Hardcastle 

Secretary 
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What have we been up to? 

End of Season Party 

We had the End of Season party the theme 
was characters from children’s, books, films, 
nursery rhymes etc, and as usual the 
Hogsback Chapter rose to the occasion.  The 
fancy dress was fantastic and just gets better 
each year.  The drinks flowed the music was 
great and everyone had a great time as I 
always say Hogsback Chapter know how to 
party. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Then we had 

Race Night 

Another brilliant funny night that raised a whole 
lot of money for the Chapter charities, it was a 
bring your own drinks night with fish and chips, 
blow up horses and lots of laughs.  A huge 
thanks to all of you that came along, you raised 
lots of charity money and made it such a great 
night. 

 

 

 

 

Activities Bit 
Eileen 

Activities Officer 
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I think that is enough for now but more events 
to follow. 

 

Keep checking the e-shots, the website and of 
course make sure you come along to the club 
nights where you will get up-to-date info, meet 
knew and old friends and generally have a 
great evening.  If you haven’t been to an event 
yet and want to see what we all get up to visit 
the photo gallery on the website. 

As always thank you all for your support and for 
making all of the events such fantastic fun, and 
remember without you it can’t happen. 

 

 

 

 

Eileen Ostinelli 

Activities Officer 

What’s coming up… 

The Start of Season Party 

Saturday 1st April 7.00pm to Midnight 

Tickets are £30.00 members and £35.00 
guests. 

Hogsback Hotel, B&B available Double £99.00 
single £89.00 this is nonrefundable and 
bookings are down to individuals. 

Booking reference GA001229 

2 Course Meal 

There is no dress code, I am sure that some of 
you will be dressed up to the nines and some 
of you will be more casual, as long as everyone 
has a great night that’s all that matters. Music, 
good food and few drinks is the recipe for a 
great night. 

 

Special Club night at Brooklands Museum  

It is an amazing venue; you really don’t want to 
miss this one.  We have a fantastic venue at 
the Brooklands Museum, there is a fully 
licensed bar, and they are putting on some 

food for us so we will need numbers for food for 
this one. If we are lucky, we might even get 
another tour of a different area of the museum. 
More information to follow, keep checking the 
e-shots and the website. 

 

Summer BBQ  

Save the date! 

15th July 

Hogsback Hotel 

More details to follow. 

 

Cirencester Rally 18th to 20th August 

Fantastic weekend away in an amazing venue 
with beautiful grounds, some have likened it to 
Hogwarts.  If you haven’t already booked email 
me for the reserve list. The weekend includes 
Bands and DJ on Friday and Saturday night.  
Friday night is Hawaiian night so don’t forget 
your Hawaiian shirts or why not go the whole 
hog with grass skirts.  On Saturday there is a 
brilliant ride out through the Cotswolds and 
ancient villages to a fantastic BBQ. 
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2022 was my second year as Charities Officer 
with Hogsback Chapter UK. We are a very 
active chapter, not only with our ride program 
but also with our off-bike activities, so it is easy 
for me to incorporate fundraising and other 
charitable events into our riding year. 

 

Last year we raised an incredible £8,700 which 
meant that each of our 3 nominated charities 
received £2,900.  

 

As well as fundraising for our chosen charities, 
we also support MacMillan with their annual 
Coffee Morning, we ride to Weldmar Hospice in 
Dorset to give rides and photo opportunities to 
the patients bringing huge smiles to their faces, 
and we support a local Children’s’ hospice with 
an Easter Egg Run and a Toy Run. 

 

For 2023 we will be supporting Air Ambulance 
KSS, Hounds For Heroes and CGD Society. 
With a race night earlier this month and an 
Opening Season planned we are off to a good 
start! 

 

I love my role and I’m excited for 2023! 

 

Leigh Ballinger  

Charities Officer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Charities Bit 
Leigh 

Charity Officer 
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Hello all, 

Well as time of writing this January is over and 
only 7 weeks to spring and start of the official 
ride program. That saying the first ride of the 
year on 2nd January that was led by myself 
and with back-marking done by Suzi and Rob 
Eves attracted 24 bikes from the Chapter, a 
great turn-out for the time of the year and a 
very nice ride down to the Sea Lane Cafe at 
Goring, Worthing. The only downside as such 
was the winter sun in our eyes on the way 
down. 

So, now some Road Crew news. Unfortunately, 
we have had to say goodbye to 3 of our Road 
Crew. Liz (Getgood) Cousins, Road Captain 
has stepped down due to moving from the 
area. Liz will be very much missed; her rides 
were always interesting and went to some very 
nice places. Not only was she a Member of the 
Road Crew but had also been the LOH officer 
for the Chapter, we wish Liz all the best. 

We have also lost 2 Road Marshals, firstly John 
(JB) Applegate. JB will also be sorely missed 
with his abundance of energy and always with 
a smiling face and a great sense of humour. 
Once again JB always put 100% in and was 
always there to help if needed to lead a ride at 
a moment’s notice, thank you JB. We have also 
had Mike Terry step down, Mike was with us for 
1 year and led rides both in the UK and on the 
return from Mons last year, thank you also 
Mike. 

I am pleased to say that we have 4 Road Crew 
prospects that still have to undergo their 
training before being patched as official Road 
Marshals, with that I would like to introduce 
them to the Chapter although I expect most 
people will know already, they are: 

 Hilary Byrne 
 Dave Hardcastle 
 Gary Brown 
 Dave O’Brien 

I am sure we will all give them a great 
welcome. 

 

Well, the planning of the ride program has been 
done, I will leave that to Paul Cutler to expand 
on as he is the Ride Program Manager and 
also one of our Assistant Directors. But I would 
like to bring to everyone’s attention the big ride 
of the year being the ride to Budapest, Hungary 
for the 120th HD Anniversary Rally. There are 
2 rides going there, Route 1 being led and 
managed by myself and Stephen Foster and 
Route 2 by Alasdair Denton-Miller. Please look 
at the website form more details. Both rides will 
end at the same Hotel in Budapest where 
around 25+ HBC members will be staying; it’s 
going to be great ride and rally. 

 

Once again, this year we will doing our New 
Members Ride which will be strictly for New 
Members only, this is managed by Vince Pyle 
who is our Safety Officer and also Assistant 
Director, once again I won’t go into much detail 
as I will leave that to Vince to elaborate on. 

 

Well, that’s enough from me, only to say hope 
to see you on a ride soon and don’t forget 
about the Budapest Rally. 2 Great rides going 
there via some great places and roads. 

 

Keep smiling and sunny side up, ride safe and 
see you all soon. 

Peter Ostinelli 

Head Road Captain. 

 

Road Crew 
Peter 

Head Road Captain 
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They are back - LIND Rentals & Tours 

Good news, Guildford H-D will have Rentals 
again for 2023. 

This will give members friends and family with 
the wrong motorcycle new opportunities to join 
as guest in a Hogsback Chapter ride out. 

As a Chapter we welcome your guest at our 
events, and once on ride outs, and if they liked 
it, it is easy to become a member, talk to Katie. 

The only requirement is they ride a Harley-
Davidson. With GH-Ds Rentals that is easily 
done, a very economical way to experience our 
awesome Harleys. 

While there are age and licence requirements, 
there is also a 10% discount for Chapter 
members and their friends. We will have 8 
bikes, you can choose from the Touring range, 
Ultra Limited and Street Glide, the Cruisers 
range Fat Boy, Fat Bob, Sport Glide, a Low 
Rider ST and an Adventure Pan America. 
Prices start at £150 for 1 day rental up to £890 
for a weeklong rental. 

With the return of Rentals in Guildford, our 
unique “Experience Tours” can be booked 
again. What is that? They are 2-4 hour guided 
Tours, designed to appreciate and understand 
riding a Harley-Davidson. Riders can fully 
concentrate on the bike, as timing, route and 
pace is controlled by your Tour Guide. They 
are often booked by new-to-brand riders, riders 
having booked a US-Tour (so they do not have 

to ride a Harley first time in their life in wrong 
lane traffic in Milwaukee), as well as birthday 
gift to friends and husbands tempted to ride 
again a motorcycle. 

As in the previous years, Axel, your very own 
Treasurer and Head Photographer, is GH-Ds 
Rental manager, with advice on choosing your 
Harley or Experience Tour, book your 
reservation and help you to understand the 
small print. 

Simply email axel@lind.co.uk or connect via 
WhatsApp with your ideas and requirements, 
and check out our website for all details and 
prices https://www.lind.co.uk/harley-
davidson/harley-rentals 

 

Axel Thill 

Treasurer/Head Photographer 

 

 

LIND Rentals & Tours 
Axel 

Treasurer 
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The results of the chapter survey show that 
trikes and trike riders are better assimilated in 
the club and attitudes have greatly improved - 
this opens up thoughts of lovely rides this riding 
season and some ways to improve our rides.  
Riding in a group can be tricky for trikes as 
filtering can be slower if drivers are not helpful 
and often, as we ride at the back, we get 
caught by traffic lights or are last into the petrol 
station.  It is a little-known thing that both the 
IAM and local ROSPA bike training will offer 
trike riders advanced training and certification, 
and these are useful ways to improve skills and 
increase riding enjoyment.  Highly 
recommended.  I have also found the Biker 
Down and other police/ fire brigade courses 
useful as helping another biker in an 
emergency the right way is important.  I offer 
you these hopefully amusing comments .... 

 

The advantages of riding a trike: 
 Developing biceps, the size of 

Bournemouth 
 Only marginally wider than a Pan Am 

with boxes on - they are enormous. 
 Stability 

 Luggage capacity 
 Pillion comfort 
 Brilliant fly catcher 

 

Disadvantages of riding a trike: 
 Heavy on the fuel 
 You can never go round a corner in 

too low a gear. 
 Very old men drool especially in 

Europe. 
 Boring paint jobs as standard 
 No central headlight 

 

See you on the ride................................. 

Hilary Byrne 

Merchandise Officer 

 

 

Trike Thoughts 
Hilary 

Merchandise Officer 
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I would like to start by sending a very warm 
welcome to all our new members for 2023. 

 

It can be quite daunting for new members 
joining our family, if you see a new face please 
go and introduce yourself and have a chat with 
them; they may not be new, just a member you 
haven’t met yet. If you are a new member, 
please don’t be shy, we were all new once! 

 

A massive thank you to all of you lovely 
members that have renewed, your renewal is 
so important as this helps the Committee plan 
our spending on events for us all in the coming 
year. 

It’s going to be a great season, we have so 
much to look forward too, fabulous day rides, 
weekends away, not forgetting the parties. 

 

Please ensure your HOG Membership is 
always in date, HOG membership is a 
requirement for Hogsback Chapter 
Membership. This can be done online at 
hog.com or by phone 0208 891 9088. You will 
need your HOG Membership number (for 
example GB123456 ) to hand and of course a 
payment card. 

I hope to see you all soon at a Club Night, on a 
ride, or at GH-D 

 

Katie Francis 

Membership Officer 

Membership Bit  
Katie 

Membership Officer 
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Apart from HD’s 120th this year it’s also 40 
years since HOG was formed and hot off the 
press there will be a UK rally to celebrate. This 
has been organised by the UK chapters with 
HOG and is attached to the Fields of Thunder 
biker rally at Slapton Bucks near Leighton 
Buzzard so not far from us on 21 – 23 July. 
Hogsback will be running a ride to the event to 
join in the fun. 

The weekend will include a big live music 
offering, custom show, area events, ride out, 
trader stalls, and all the usual rally stuff going 
on with a big offering of food and drink on site. 
The onsite under cover arena where the 
activities are centres holds 3000 and all the UK 
chapters intend to have a presence. 

Accommodation options are camping and 
glamping on site plus local hotels with shuttle 
bus service being arranged. 

Hogsback have reserved a number of glamping 
tents (for a month so don’t hang about) based 
on £200 for the weekend for those wanting to 
be on site. This includes 1 event ticket (£25) 
and we are exploring hotel options. For those 
interested in reserving a glamping tent they are 

bell tents with beds, bedding etc along with 
access to good showers and toilet facilities. 
Camping is £40 including 1 event ticket. 

More details on the sites page 
https://www.buryfarmevents.com and we will 
update you as things progress. 

To express your interest please email 
director@hogsbackchapteruk.org. 

 

Dell Evans 

Director 

 

HOG UK chapters 40th Rally 
Dell 

Director 
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Welcome to a new riding season, welcome to 
an upgraded Iron Hog 2023. 

 

New in 2023, there are 3 categories of 
challenges. While we do our best to keep all 
achievements comparable, the Iron Hog 
Classic is the same as in 2012 when we first 
started, although minor adjustments had to be 
made due to closure and opening of H-D 
dealerships. 

 

Also, the COVID-19 challenge, introduced in 
2020, remains unchanged, but now that we do 
our best to forget about the pandemic, it got a 
new name, the Iron Hog Light. It is the easy 
challenge, a good starting point for new riders, 
a first step into long distance riding experience. 

 

In recent years, with some riders doing their 
11th Iron Hog in as many years, we now offer 
an even bigger challenge, the Iron Hog 
Extreme. It follows the Iron Hog Classic set of 
rules but adds two landmark locations as 
mandatory visits: Lands’ End and John 
O’Groats. This will require the rider to do an 
additional 700 miles, therefore we add 22 
hours in the base time allowance, now 70 
hours instead of 48. And as in the Classic 
version, you get 30 extra minutes for each 
dealership visited. 

 

Food for thoughts, plan and prepare your Iron 
Hog Extreme well. If you have any questions, 
do not hesitate to contact me: 
axel.thill@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here a summary of the 3 challenges 

 

 

And this how the new Iron Hog 2023 patches 
will look like after successful completion. 

 

 

Iron Hog 2023 
Axel 

Road Captain 
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Camping has been a popular feature of the 
Weekends Away Programme for a few years 
now with the basic idea being to ride to a 
location, pitch the tents and then enjoy 
ourselves.  The first two years, we camped at 
the Bubble Car Museum just outside Boston in 
Lincolnshire.   

 

Last year, we tried the Bomber Command 
camping site in East Kirby.  Nine adventurers 
assembled at GH-D to be briefed on the route 
to be taken and shortly after 10.00am, the 
group set off.  

The route chosen was intended to be a 
leisurely one avoiding major roads such as the 
M25 as far as possible. Unfortunately, what 
was not factored into the schedule was the 
Regatta taking place in Henley and the 
disruption caused by traffic associated with the 
British Grand prix! 

There was the threat of wet weather as we set 
off from GH-D but fortunately, the rain held off 
and we had a lovely lunch at The Pig Place 

near Banbury. The second leg of our journey 
included a comfort break at Sycamore H-D, 
before arriving at the camp site an hour later 
than planned. 

This meant that we had to erect our tents in 
double quick time as the taxi to take us to our 
venue for the evening was already waiting for 
us. Eventually with tents erected, and for the 
most part, Hawaiian shirts on, we proceeded to 
the Leagate Inn for dinner.  

We were joined for dinner by long time Chapter 
members Bill and Marion Morris who live in that 
part of the world. The staff looked after us very 
well (again) with the chef rising to the challenge 
set by one of our parties rustling up a 
Christmas pudding … bearing in mind we were 
there in July! 

 

Fed and watered, it was time to return to the 
camp site to check that the bar in the actual 
pub part of the camp site was operational, get 
the campfire going and chat around it until the 
early hours of the morning. 

 

Pub Camping 
Czes 

Road Marshal 
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The next morning, we were able to appreciate 
more of the campsite with the facilities being 
regarded as an improvement on previous years 
… especially with the showers not requiring 
any money to use!  

The campsite situated next door to the 
Lincolnshire Aviation Heritage Centre meant 
that breakfast / brunch was just a short walk to 
the NAAFI found there which is part of the 
museum.  Once we had eaten, the next couple 
of hours were spent wandering around the 
museum and being treated to a demonstration 
of a Lancaster bomber taxing up and down the 
runway with all four of its engines running. 

 

The plan was then to jump on our bikes and 
ride to Miami Beach to find an ice cream for Liz 
Getgood but unfortunately the weather 
intervened. To placate Liz, I bought her an ice 
cream in the museum. One potential 
catastrophe averted, there was the issue of 
what to do now that it was too wet to ride. 

My solution was to visit to another Red Lion to 
check on the facilities therein. Spotting a 
separate room off the main bar, we ‘camped’ 
there for the afternoon. Soon we were all 
playing pool with Pete Branson winning the 
‘Winner stays on’ trophy before we switched 
out attention to playing darts.   

 

Exhausted by all this sporting activity, we 
eventually retired to our own Red Lion, but not 
before a raiding party went and got some wood 
for the campfire. 

Dinner on Saturday Night was in the Red Lion 
(the one attached to the camp site) another 
friendly venue with attentive staff.   

We retired to sit around the camp-fire for more 
beers under the stars though not quite such a 
late evening as the night before.   

 

We woke up to a lovely morning on Sunday 
which meant we could pack away our tents and 
get ready to make the journey home without 
having to worry about the weather.  We all got 
home safely. 

 

This year we are trying something a bit different 
and going to the Big Chill Rally organised by 
Oxford Chapter. 
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The camping weekends traditionally offer the 
best value for money of any of the Weekends 
Away and this year will be no different as there 
won’t actually be any charge for camping!  But 
you will need to purchase an entrance ticket to 
the Big Chill Rally. 

And in another change to the format of 
previous years, there is a ‘Glamping’ option!  
Bell tents fully furnished with real beds, winter 
tog duvets, pillows, throws, matting throughout, 
solar lighting, tables, mirrors, bins and bunting 
inside and out and accommodating up to 4 
people, are available to hire and can be 
booked when you buy your Rally ticket.    

Prices for Glamping start at £220 for 2 people 
sharing up to £280 for four people sharing 
(note: you will still need to purchase a Rally 
ticket). 

 

Being a H.O.G. Rally there will be live music 
both Friday and Saturday night starting from 
4.00pm and the bars will be open till midnight.  
In addition, there should be a ride out Saturday 
morning.   

 

For the more athletic, we will be organising our 
own ‘Walking Tour’ exploring place of historic 
interest in the local area on the Saturday 
Lunchtime. 

 

Czes Wicherek  

Road Marshal 
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I believe it’s been 10 years since the chapter 
entered the Shepperton raft race, so Dell MBE 
in his wisdom asked if any volunteers would 
take up the challenge of entering the raft race 
this year. I duly step forward or everyone else 
stepped back one pace and left me in front I’m 
not sure, anyway I took the baton. After a lot of 
head scratching, came up with the idea of 
making a bat Mobil.  

 

With some help from a motley crew consisting 
of David Hardcastle, Adrian Gower, Eepster 
Chagger, and yours truly we came up with a 
plan and drawings were made. With pencils 
behind ears and jigsaws in hand we set about 
making the raft. In no time we had our raft 
painted and ready to take on the rest of the 
competitors. 

 

As the big day arrived and raft strapped onto 
the trailer, we set off to Shepperton Marina 
where my crew mates were eagerly waiting to 
help unstrap the raft. With a few adjustments, 
putting the batman and Robin mannikins into 
position plus some padded seating for the 
rowers, Chris windy blows, Lance, Lewis 
Hayley and myself pushed the raft ever closer 
to the water’s edge, thoughts were going 
through my mind. Would it float? Would it take 

our combined weights? Very glad to say it did 
with flying colours! Jumping on board with oars 
in hand and life jackets on we were in readiness 
for the timed start. Off we rowed for all we were 
worth gaining pace and were soon passing less 
fit and unstable competitors, one of which had a 
cunning plan setting off smoke canisters as we 
drew up alongside.  In true sporting spirit we 
dowsed them with water using our oars putting 
out the smoke. Nearing the finishing line, 
Allister’s drone was hovering close by taking 
some footage of us and other but unfortunately 
whilst keeping an eye on our performance, the 
drone caught some surrounding branches and 
ended up in Davy Jones’s locker! However, 
Alister with his technical knowledge managed to 
save the video onto his phone. Crossing the 
finishing line feeling totally proud of our efforts, 
hearing the cheering crowds who lined the 
banks of the Thames. A nice goodie bag awaited 
us with chocolates and a certificate for our 
achievements. With prizes and trophies given 
out we were towed back upstream to the Marina 
to load the up the raft onto the trailer. Having to 
put the trailer into the water I wadded into the 
deep water to stabilize the raft only to accidently 
set my life jacket off much to the amusement of 
myself and crew mates who said I looked more 
like a daffodil. Wiping the tears from our eyes we 
the raft onto the trailer for a well-earned cup of 
tea whilst reflecting on our Stirling efforts. A big 
thanks to the crew and also to the construction 
engineers for a memorable day.  

Regards Captain Pugwash. 

Laurence Tyrrell 

Road Captain    

Shepperton Fair Raft Race 2022 
Laurence 

Road Captain 
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Many of you will know Pirate Pete; loyal 
companion and champion biker…. gave up his 
life of buccaneering about ten years back for 
one on the bike and man, he is some cool 
dude.  Never complains, no matter how cold, 
how wet, how hot; how long or fast I ride, how 
tight the lane splitting, even hitting bone 
crunching potholes…he is just, “bring it on, 
bro”. 

 

He really missed riding in the lockdown.  And 
toward the end of 2021 we came across a map 
of The UK’s Oddest Place Names and he said, 

“Dude, we need to visit them places in 2022 – 
it’ll be such a laugh!” 

We saw some great places.  Rode some great 
roads…. the tiny, curly ones you never 
normally see on a regular journey.  Saw some 
great parts of this awesome island.   Met some 
interesting people who loved our adventure 
plan for the year….  and they all really loved 
Pete, the coolest, gnarliest, no-nonsense, big-
hearted biker around. 

We adventured, we rode hard, we drank, we 
made our ancestors proud. 

#bemorelikePete 

Ken Hall 

Road Marshal 

 

 

So here are a few pics of our adventures. 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pete’s Post Covid Therapy 
Therapy 

Ken Hall 

Road Marshal 
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2022 was a busy Hogsback year for Katie and 
me. 

It’s been a busy music year for me and the 
Wavy Davy Band in its now various guises. 

Katie and I attended three significant rallies; in 
Cirencester with Hogsback Chapter; Reims 
with Champagne Chapter and, most recently; 
Hayling Island with the New Forest Chapter. 
Every one of them featured some cracking 
performances from some great bands and 
DJ’s, a veritable music feast in every respect. 

 

My personal favourite must be our Cirencester 
Rally, which had a great venue, great weather, 
a great atmosphere, and great music all 
weekend. The fact that I was privileged, once 
again, to perform and be a significant part of 
the musical entertainment, may have some 
influence. 

Many thanks to Eileen Ostinelli for retaining me 
as part of what dear Robin started, to our very 
own Jackie Brealey and friends Dave Gordon 
and Julia Hart for supporting me in delivering 
four hours of live music over two days; we 
loved it. 

 

I think everybody’s favourite band of the 
weekend was definitely, ‘Devious’, who gave a 
fantastic display of energy, great songs, quality 
musicianship and engagement with the 
audience; a Saturday night enjoyed by 
everyone. 

 

A party is not a party, and no rally is complete, 
without the great services of our best-loved DJ, 
Rob Paston. He always injects a big dose of 
fun and is our top Master of Ceremonies for 
every occasion. 

The Champagne Chapter’s, ‘Raid Bulles’, 
certainly lived up to the two previous ballades 
I’ve attended. Four days of riding, eating, 
drinking, and partying on a roller coaster of 
French fun with other Chapters from both 
France and Belgium. 

Two soirees on Friday and Saturday nights with 
their favourite DJ, who kept both parties going, 
in different locations, with a distinctly French 
connection. We joined in with the enthusiasm, 
our favourite moment was definitely the napkin 
waving to Michel Sardou‘s, ‘Les Lac Du 
Connemara’, you had to be there dancing with 
Debbie Blows and me to understand…. 

2022 was a busy year 
Wavy Davy 

Chapter Member 
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Unfortunately, this year, Katie and I missed out 
on Dunedin Chapter’s, ‘Thunder In The Glens’, 
due to our inability to book accommodation 
despite our best efforts and having tickets, but 
that’s another story! Fortunately, we managed 
a little catch-up with friends, at our end of the 
British Isles, at Hayling Island. No wonder 
Dunedin Chapter sweep the board with 
distances travelled. 

The New Forest Chapter have run their Rally in 
September with great success for many years. 
My first encounter with a Chapter rideout was 
in the New Forest when it was held at Sandy 
Balls, eighteen years ago. I’d bought my first 
Harley-Davidson, went out for a ride and was 
rather surprised by how many other Harleys 
were riding around the New Forest at the same 
time... 

 

Like every other rally event it has had to find its 
feet again and has come back with a big bang 
and in a different venue on Hayling Island. 
There is always a theme and this year’s was, 
‘Steampunk’, what a great choice. So much 
effort put in by so many, it really was a fine 
display of haut couture of an alternative genre. 
I have no doubt the theme will come up again. 

The music was catered for in a big hall, with 
proper stage and lighting, and with at least two 
live bands on each of the three evenings. The 
highlight without any doubt was Saturday 
night’s top billing, the RPJ Band, a real class 
act fronted by singer Rick Parfitt Junior, who 
totally engaged with the crowd supported by 
four of the country’s finest session musicians. 
We were very privileged to enjoy this intimate 
performance, hats off to New Forest Chapter 
for engaging them. 

I will mention again the contribution of DJ Rob 
Paston, who once again stepped into the 

breach as Master of Ceremonies on more than 
one occasion, and not forgetting his abilities to 
get a party going and keep it going. Top Hats 
off all round. 

In the eighteen years of my HOG and Chapter 
membership, I have always enjoyed the 
amazing camaraderie of a rally and the music 
has been the key element to that. You’ll always 
find me on the dancefloor, or up-front with an 
engaging band, but there is no substitute for 
being up-there and the thrill of performing to an 
appreciative crowd. 

Wavy Davy and the Wavy Davy Band, in its 
various guises, is always up for a stage at a 
rally or a chill-out session in the sun or in the 
bar. Hope very much to play for you again 
soon, 

 

Wavy Davy 
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 Having heard reports of how fabulous this 
event has been in previous years; it was a 
definite for David and I. 

Postponed due to Covid, I knew this was going 
to be a great event, and my fellow Hogsback 
Family were not disappointed.  

Most of us missed the train we were booked 
on, we all got pulled by security, everyone off 
their bikes, helmets off, all registrations were 
taken then our helmets were searched for any 
blades we may have concealed, thinking we 
would be released, the bikes were then 
swabbed for explosives. Meanwhile, all the car 
passengers gave us long looks, you could 
almost hear them ‘oh look at those dodgy 
bikers’  

 

We arrived at the Reims Dealership and 
registered, did a bit of shopping, and the 
Champagne flowed and flowed. 

Led by a mixture of Road Crew from the 
French and Belgian Chapters around 114 
Harleys were led to our 1st hotel, the 205 
attendees virtually took the hotel over. After a 
quick wash and brush up, upholding the 
Hogsback tradition it was Hawaiian shirt time in 
the bar.  

More champagne to accompany the exchange 
of gifts with the Reims Chapter and general 
merriment meeting our weekend companions. 
A scrumptious 3 course meal followed, dancing 
in the disco and of course, more champagne. 

 

Saturday actually began while we partied; after 
a well-deserved sleep, it was pack up, stands 
up for 7.30am, no waiting for stragglers, you 
know who you are. It was an early start as we 
were off to our breakfast stop. 

The Fredestel Champagne House our 
destination in Trepail, welcomed us for 
breakfast with the biggest croissants I have 
ever seen, pain au chocolat, bread to 
accompany ham, cheese, and pate. Coffee, 
(we won’t mention the tea), orange juice and of 
course… champagne. Have I ever mentioned 
how I love being a pillion. 

We left Trepail and were taken on a 
wonderfully scenic route through mile after mile 
of vineyards, through little villages populated 
with so many champagne producers. 

Our lunch stop was a village hall with massive 
car park, on entering the hall with large tables 
laid up for a 3 course sit down lunch, haven’t 
we just had breakfast? Pate, bread, roast pork 
and veg, pudding. Of course, all accompanied 
by lashings of water, red wine and you guessed 
champagne. A few couldn’t handle the pace 
and had a power nap on the grass. 

 

Raid Bulles 2022 
Katie 

Happy Pillion 
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 We were then taken to a petrol station, where 
all the bikes were filled up courtesy of the 
Reims Chapter, a very slick operation apart 
from when the pumps wouldn’t work! 

Onwards to our hotel, gliding effortlessly with 
the fabulous Road Crew blocking roads and 
roundabouts. 

 

Checked into our hotels in Troyes we walked, 
some, further than others, to our evening meal 
at the Hotel de Ville. That did not disappoint, 
fab food, amazing array of deserts, disco, 
water, wine, and of course more champagne 
with a complimentary wine glass to keep. Al 
and I thought it would be a nice gesture to give 
the Road Crew a Hogsback pin, they were so 
appreciative of our ’ petit cadeaux’, I have 
never been kissed by so many men in such a 
short space of time, and of course the lovely 
ladies. What a night. 

Sunday began with a little lie in, another 
beautiful morning, all bikes were retrieved from 
the underground car park and lined up, only to 
be told we were going the wrong way up the 
one-way street. 

Another fabulous ride through stunning 
countryside to our lunch stop at the Belvedere 
Restaurant at Mesnil-Saint-Père on the 
fabulous Lac d’Orient, fabulous sit-down lunch 
finished the rally off perfectly. 

We said our goodbyes and Hogsback made 
our way back to Reims. Without going into all 
the details, our leader Al was taken poorly and 
unable to ride on. This is where being in a team 
came into its own, after a bit of everyone 
getting involved a rescue plan was hatched,  

 

Al’s bike was taken to our hotel in Reims, Al 
received medical attention and was pillioned 
back to our hotel. Many thanks to the 
Thunderbird Team! We tried to have a quiet 
civilised evening, but well………. 

The final leg of return trip was marred with a 
little more drama, curtesy of Al, so we 
abandoned him with his carer. 

With our impromptu Road Crew, we managed 
to get our booked train back, but lost 2 at 
Passport Control. 

All arrived home safely, eventually, thank you 
Al, can we do it again next year? 

 

Katie Francis 

The Very Happy Pillion 
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The Hogsback Chapter know how to party ! 
And Eileen Ostinelli sure knows how to 
organise one 😎 

The Hogsback community were well up for the 
End of Season Party 2022.  The theme was 
Children’s Characters – Story Characters, TV, 
Films, Nursery 

 

Rhymes, Any and all things children! Loosely  
interpreted by some (Top Gun Maverick is a 
children’s character, right ?!). And almost to a 
person, everybody went to town – the variety, 
quality, and sheer fun and inventiveness of the 
costumes was absolutely superb ! 

 

Just being in the queue waiting to get into the 
ballroom was an experience in itself, chatting 
away to Alice in Wonderland and her crew and 
four Teletubbies amongst a wonderful array of 
other characters. 

As we entered the room every character 
paused to be photographed, which was well 
justified to ensure we have a record of the 
range of costumes and the effort which went 
into producing just a full evening of great fun 
together. 

Having been snapped I was immediately 
greeted by Dipsy (aka Vince Pyle) who invited 
me to join him, Tinky Winky, LaLa, Po and a 
number other great characters at the 

‘Teletubbies’ table, which I did gladly (although, 
sadly, tubby custard was not served 😊). 

The table designs were brilliant and so well 
thought out, which together with wonderful food 
and drinks and the in-room bar made for great 
free flowing conversation and much laughter 
around the tables – setting the scene very well 
for a lot of cheering and more laughter for the 
end of season presentations and the Hogsback 
signature Toscar awards. 

The party mood gave rise to a well subscribed 
charity raffle, Leigh Ballinger being delighted 
with the total achieved and the prize winners 
being delighted with some very nice prizes 😎. 

 Having already had such a great time, dancing 
to the live band and then our Hogsback family 
DJ – the one and only Rob Peston – took the 
party to another level, with almost everybody 
on the dance floor – and the stamina of many 
dancers (together with style in some cases 
😁) was very impressive – none more so 

than the Easter Bunny who remained up on the 
dancefloor for a very long time in what looked 
to be a very warm outfit, and he was justifiably 
awarded the prize for best costume (and I 
would say best dancing) of the evening 👍😎 

The whole event was amazing – the venue, the 
food, the band, Rob Paston, and the amazing 
way that everybody made such a big effort and 
we had so many fantastic costumes – it was a 
great atmosphere right from the start and one 
of the best parties I’ve ever been to. 

Thank you so much Eileen and your team for 
all your hard work and creativeness and thank 
you and well done Hogsback leaders, and the 
whole Chapter for making this a night to 
remember and one that will go down in 
Hogsback Chapter history for the fun we had.   

What a great and perfect way to end the 
season ! 😁 👏🏍 

 

Mark Forbes 

 

 

End of Season Party 2022 
Mark 

Chapter Member 
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 Hello my fellow Hogsbackers  

After 2 most triumphant tournaments in 2020 
and 2022, (2021 was a covid washout,) where 
we decimated all who stood before us, It was 
time to defend both our title and our honour, as 
two time "Interchapter Ten Pin Bowling 
Challenge champions".  

Again, Hogsback Chapter went face to face to 
face against 1066 Chapter out of Sykes H-D in 
Sussex and Invicta Chapter from Maidstone H-
D in Kent.  

We asked for bowlers, (chapter membership 
was a requirement), of all abilities to build a 
team of 18 players. And the Hogsback Massive 
answered the call. So, with 20 warriors 
including 2 substitutes, off we stomped to the 
Hollywood Bowl in Crawley.  

After the initial pandemonium of sorting 54 
bikers of all shapes and sizes into teams of 6 
per lane, we began.  

Personally, I was forced to drop out after just 4 
frames (10 frames/goes per game) due to a 
pain in my ribs which I can only describe as 
biblical, which would later see me in A&E at 
5am the next morning (such fun).  

Hay ho, back to the story.  

My substitute Carol Evans, stepped up and 
finished my first game with a very respectable 3 
figure score. When all the first games had been 
played, we stopped for a bite and a breather.  

The Half timetable stood,  
 3rd Invicta 
 2nd 1066 just 12 pins ahead 
 1st HOGSBACK with a lead of just 

over 250 pins.  

With stamina dropping on all teams, the second 
game went without a stumble, but with lower 
average scores.  

Despite this, the team from Hogsback stormed 
home to take victory for a 3rd consecutive year. 

 

 

 Invicta total,     3454 
 1066 total,         3353 
 Hogsback total, 4023 

The highest scoring first game was played by 
Peter Hillier, who travelled from deepest 
darkest Wales to stand tall amongst giants.  

The Hogsback team was. 

Vince Pyle, (capt) . , Mick Evans, Simon 
Cutmore, Chewie (dnf) subbed by Carol Evans, 
David Free, Steve Gingell, Richard Hayley, 
Terry Tillet, Andy Williams, Dave Smudger 
Smith, Steven Bailey, Larry Zea, Paul Neve, 
Linda Neve, Leigh Ballinger, Dave Ballinger 
Laurence Tyrrell and of course our very own 
boy in the valleys, Peter Hillier. With Debbie 
Pyle as an unused sub, Laurence Tyrell, 
Debbie Pyle and Jules Stevens on media 
duties (photographers)  

 

I'd also like to thank Carol Fletcher of 1066 
Chapter for organising and hosting the event.  

If you want to see the trophy, it will be on 
display in the members area at GH-D, where it 
belongs.  

And if you're interested in joining the team for 
2024 email me at 
bowling@hogsbackchapteruk.org at any time 
throughout the year and i will put your name on 
the interested list and get back to you at the 
end of 2023/start of 2024 to discuss our plans.  

GO TEAM HOGSBACK! 

Peter ”Chewie” Joy 

2023 Chapter Challenge Bowling 
Chewie 

Chapter Member 
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With my bike ready just as they promised it 
would be and seemingly clear skies to the north 
I set off for the mountains and Austria.  One of 
the roads up in the mountains got smaller and 
smaller then it ceased to be paved as well.  It 
looked bigger on the iPhone map!  It took me 
through dense forest at little more than walking 
pace which is when I remember Greg saying 
there are bears in the forested hills.  Hmmm, 
better rev the engine a bit and hope it scares 
away any ursine inhabitants.  Turns out the 
mountains in the north are safe.  The bears are 
in the highlands in the other directions. 

The Austrian military together with a lone 
border policeman is present on top of the 
mountain crossing.  The first time since 
Folkestone that I have my papers checked.  
They seem to be very reassured by my small 
NHS Covid vaccination card that states I had 
my second Astra Zeneca jab on the 16th May.  
The Slovenian part of the border post? The 
Austrians say they’ve never seen anyone 
posted there. 

 

The trip across the alps is every bit as 
spectacular as I imagined with sharp peaks, 
snow-capped peaks (some next to the road in 
places), twisty roads and deep valleys.  It also 
turns out my tiny vaccination card is invaluable 
as you must be vaccinated to stay overnight in 
a hotel in Austria.  It is also allowing me to eat 
inside a restaurant.  Well, I have the Delta 
variant to thank for that as my second dose got 
moved up the weekend before I left.  Only two 

days prior the earliest I could get my second 
dose was two weeks into the trip. 

 

I aim for a large patch of green on the map.  It 
is just across the border in Germany and hugs 
the border with Czech Republic.  Naturpark 
Oberer Bayerischer Wald.  Sounds good to me.  
I also ruled out Czech Republic because 
according to their official website the border is 
closed to all and sundry.  Patches of rain looks 
to be drifting in here and there on the weather 
app. 

I have spotted a bridge across the Danube on 
the map on a small road to the village of 
Niederranna in Austria.  Heading along the 
country roads I have a nice rhythm through the 
corners when I turn around a right-hand bend 
to find a van in the opposite lane waiting to turn 
left into a side road and a couple of cars behind 
it.  Having stood still the driver decides it’s a 
good time to turn and I am braking as hard as 
possible.  I manage to come to a full stop half a 
metre from the van whilst it is still turning.  
Unfortunately, I am also out of balance from the 
emergency stop and the cross fall of the road 
so I drop the bike in the centre of the road.  
Luckily the card behind the van are still 
stopped.  The van driver stops in side road and 
help me get the bike back up.z 

The damage on the bike is fairly minimal:  

o some scratches on the derby cover, 
Austrian Knob Head: “you can just polizh it.  
Me: “are you stupid? Have you seen the bike? 
Why would you think I would live with 
scratches?” 

o some scratches on the clutch lever, 
AKH:“you can just polizh it”. Me: “NO, you can’t 
just polish it for fuck’s sake” 

o the left mirror is spinning loose with 
some scratches on the arm, AKH: “polizh?”. 
Me: “.......”. I’m starting to think AKH must have 
hit his head hard and repeatedly as a child. 

 

Touring in the time of Cholera… 
sorry… Covid-19 Part II 

Bent 

Road Marshal 
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 At this point AKH is offering €40, increased to 
€60 and finally €70, he’s obviously not seen an 
HD parts catalogue.  I’m calling GHD to get 
prices when AKH is moving the van which has 
been completely blocking the side road to 
traffic in either direction.  Rather than just move 
the van AKH does a runner.  By the time I am 
ready to set off he is too far ahead and i can’t 
find any trace of him.   I was too stupid not to 
have taken down the details first.  My lesson 
learnt: The next time this happens I’m taking 
their mugshot, the licence plate and their car 
keys until it is resolved. 

Linz HD is in the wrong direction but only an 
hour or so away.  They fix the mirror for free 
and I’m on my way again.  Too late to avoid the 
rain unfortunately. In the closest town with a 
hotel it turns out they are still closed due to 
Covid.  However, they explain where there may 
be rooms to rent and gives me a phone 
number.  €40 cash only and no vaccination 
check later I’m in one of several studio flats 
above a Thai restaurant drying out.  I have a 
strong suspicion it’s a brothel when there’s no 
pandemic. 

Bike cleaned and crossing into Germany next 
day - no border control of course.  Forests, 
rolling hills, villages and farmland in Naturpark 
Oberer Bayerischer Wald - I wouldn’t be 
surprised to see Hansel & Gretel along the 
road.  Expecting rain at some point I keep 
checking the weather app regularly and adjust 
the course to drier areas and eventually plan to 
stop early rather than get wet.  Doesn’t work of 
course and I get caught out and get soaked for 
the second day in a row.  Pump up the heating 
and hair dryer time again and cleaning the 
bike... 

The next day there are showers coming in later 
in the day to the north and west.  The east is 
sunny and dry.  To the east is Czech Republic 
but their website says their borders are 
completely closed.  All I need is transit and get 
back into Germany north east of where I am.  
Expecting the Czech army and road blocks I 
decide to at least take a look.  Worst case I 
have to backtrack for a few kilometres and wind 
my way north along the border on the German 
side and maybe stay for a day or two to wait 
out the rain.  The border post is abandoned 

and there are plenty of German cars that are 
nipping across to fill up on cheap fuel.  The 
police I see here and there on the way across 
Czech Republic leave me alone. 

The border town up in the hills on the other 
side is a strange sight.  Czech/German 
mountain architecture but populated seemingly 
entirely by Thai or Vietnamese.  If you squint it 
looks like the market in Phuket.  Cheap 
cigarettes, plastic junk, clothes and tat 
everywhere.  The rest of the town is a mix of 
strip clubs, restaurants and beauty parlours.  
The border doesn’t look closed here either as 
it’s full of Germans from across the border on a 
day trip to Thailand in the mountains. 

 

Back into Germany and weaving my way 
towards Denmark.  The land crossing is 
abandoned in favour of the Puttgarden - Rødby 
ferry.  No Covid tests necessary and the 
policeman checking passports in Denmark is 
mostly bemused when I offer to show him the 
vaccination card. 

I cross the Öresund bridge after getting chased 
away from the works access only road I stop to 
take a picture.  The Swedish police on the 
other side are the only people I see with face 
masks in Sweden.  When I ask if I should wear 
a face mask at a supermarket the next day they 
look at me as if I am slightly insane.  I think the 
look would have been the same if I asked if I 
should wear a flower pot on my head.  
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 In the small lakeside village of Granna in 
Sweden the landlady suggest I park the bike in 
the breakfast dining room overnight when I ask 
if they have anything under shelter.  Very kind 
but I thought better of it than starting up inside 
the house at 6:30AM – did I mention the bike is 
LOUD? 

A squirrel could travel from south central 
Sweden to eastern Norway without setting foot 
on the ground.  Never ending forest and lakes. 

 

I stop to take an overpriced antigen test in 
preparation for the Norwegian border.  It has to 
be no more than 24 hours old.  The travel rules 
to Norway seem to change every two days and 
I’ve been trying to keep up.  Partway into the 
trip they no longer require quarantine if you are 
fully vaccinated but the catch is that you have 
to be vaccinated in Norway!!  If you come from 
a green region or country you can also avoid 
this.  For the rest it is mandatory quarantine 
hotel.  They also test 100% of traffic at the land 
border.  Ok, I’m prepared as I do want to see 
my friends and family as no one could travel for 
the funeral due to restrictions.  Sticking with the 
smaller roads as the rest of the trip I’m in the 
forest finding a sign saying road closed near 
the border.  Well, I don’t have enough fuel to 
turn around so I ride on.  There’s a small plastic 
barrier across half the road and no police or 
army in sight.  The sign only said the road is 
closed, nothing about the border being closed.  
I’ve also read the fine print and if it is 
exceedingly inconvenient to divert to a manned 
border crossing the smaller ones can be used.  
Running out of petrol and being stranded in the 
forest with just bears, sheep and a wolf pack or 

two must count as “exceedingly inconvenient” 
so I press on. 

 

I sent my small suitcase from Verona to my 
father in Norway so I have something to wear 
when I arrive and I can do laundry again.  After 
a week seeing friends and family I set off on 
the last leg of the trip.  To save some time I’m 
going to take the ferry from Larvik to Hirtshals 
in northern Denmark.  In the countryside 
outside Hirtshals I find my favourite 
accommodation on the trip.  An old school 
building converted to a home and inn.  The 
school can’t have had more than 30-40 pupils it 
is that small.  They have one very large room 
with a large bathroom across the hall.  All quite 
luxurious for the cheap price for the night.  
There’s a living room and dining table at the 
other end of the hall and a well stocked fridge 
full of beer and soft drinks.  Just leave money 
in the cup on top.  I have a few cold ones and 
watch the Euro football. €1 for any beer!! 

I’ve been collecting letters in the alphabet as 
I’ve been travelling.  Having planned for “X” 
and stumbling across “Q” I didn’t foresee any 
issues with the rest of them.  I really should 
have looked up “Æ” as well.  Æreskøbing is a 
detour that includes two ferries but a charity 
challenge must be honoured.  I’m so glad I did.  
What a beautiful and charming small town and 
the whole island of Ærø is great. 

Back on the mainland and across to Germany. 
The border is not even noticeable, just one 
manure smelling field next to another with just 
a ditch between them.  The latest evening so 
far.  The ferry across The Elbe river ran an 
hourly service at that time of the evening.  With 
another river ferry earlier that made it 4 ferries 
in a day. 

The border between Germany and Netherlands 
is marked by a change in the paving at a village 
next to The Rhine.  I clean the bike in 
Nijmegen.  That’s tempting fate so of course I 
get caught in the rain again.  Across to Belgium 
where the speed limit was so low I rarely got 
into 4th gear, never mind 5th or 6th. 
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 My one night at a friend in Brussels turned into 
3 because of rain but a least I got to see 
England win their first knockout match in the 
Euro championship. 

Covid test at Brussels airport and I’m set for the 
Eurotunnel back to Britain.  It takes me almost 
a full day ambling on back roads and it’s dark 
when I reach Calais.  It’s also the first time I’m 
held up at a border as the questioning and 
inspection by the border police makes me miss 
the train and it’s almost an hour’s wait.  I had 
planned to go to Dartmouth weekend away the 
next day but when I set off 44 days ago, I was 
counting on step 4 reopening and easing of 
self-isolation requirements for fully vaccinated.  
However, that didn’t materialise and there’s 
PCR tests in my immediate future together with 
self-isolation.  But first there’s an overnight in 
Folkestone as it’s just too damn late and the 
final day of travel back home in the morning.... 

 
The numbers 
•  45 days  
•  21 days spent with friends and family 
•  13 countries including UK 
•  5,985 miles/9,632 km. I should really have 
pushed a bit further for that round 10,000! 
•  Miles on motorway or dual carriageway:  <10 
•  Average fuel consumption: 27.3 miles per 
gallon/10.3 litres per 100km (rough numbers) 
•  Insects killed per day: about 8kgs (it is what it 
looks like when looking at the bike, clothes and 
goggles) 
•  Stops to check the map: 50-60 times a day 
•  Stops by the police: 0 
•  Police complimenting the bike when parked:  
11 
•  Harley-Davidson dealerships visited:  6 - 
could easily have been 30+ if I had planned the 
route 
•  Hours spent cleaning the bike:  too many to 
keep track of 
•  Number of times it would rain within 24hrs of 
cleaning the bike:  3 
•  Covid tests taken:  4 
•  Covid tests checked at a border:  1, by the 
French when taking the Eurotunnel on day 1 

 

Some observations from the tour.  Beware that 
these haven’t been exhaustingly fact checked.  
•  It is illegal not to have dents and/or scratches 
on your car if it’s older than 10 months in 
France. 
•  Silvio Berlusconi is the only Italian man older 
than 17 not to have facial hair 
•  In Slovenia they use a combination of soap 
and oil to finish off the road surface in urban 
areas 
•  Any view in Austria looks like a picture 
postcard 
•  It is perfectly legal to ride a scooter or moped 
on the cycle way or sidewalk at 30mph/50kph 
as long as you don’t wear a helmet in 
Netherlands 
•  There are only nice and jovial people in 
Denmark 
•  Judging by the speed they drive at 87% of 
Germans are related to Michael Schumacher 
•  The average time since roads were 
resurfaced in Belgium is 41 years 
•  In Sweden they stop serving dinner at 
6:45PM unless you are in Stockholm  
•  In Norway you can buy beer at the 
supermarket self-checkout without an age 
check.  Kids, this is where you get your 
underage alcohol.  Just make sure to save up 
for a couple of years as it isn’t cheap! 
•  The road texture in England is even worse 
than the curling rink type roads in Ljubjana 
 
Bent Beck 
 
Road Marshal 
 

Full travel diary with photos and route: 
Check out my full story 'A to Z and Æ, Ø, Å' at https://www.polarsteps.com/BentBeck/3987683-a-to-
z-and-ae-o-a?s=646DECF8-0B18-4517-A9CA-C01506C36C83 
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