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Brett

Editor
Hello and welcome to the Spring 2021 
Newsletter!!

I must admit that I’m starting to feel the effects 
of “Lockdown Lunacy”. I generally work from 
home anyway so in some ways I’m more able 
to cope, but it’s starting to get a boooooring!

The lockdown has also taken its toll on the 
“Things to write about” front, but the troops 
rallied at the last minute, put pen to paper and 
made up some sentences about stuff! 

Hopefully now lockdown is easing off we’ll all 
be able to get out on the bikes more. The 
Hogsback Elves (or is it Goblins?) have been 
toiling away planning stuff for us all to do over 
the summer, so there should be ample 
opportunities. Check out Eileen’s Bit on page 
10 for a low down on some of the things that 
are planned for 2021.

There’s also a few adverts splattered about the 
Newsletter for things to do and I’ve also heard 
rumours about the recommencing of the Club 
Nights at the Princess Royal!

Ease yourself out of Lockdown Lunacy and 
Read on!!

Brett Speed

Editor
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Friday 25th June – Sunday 27th June 
Pub Camping Weekend (Czes Wicherek) 
A relaxed weekend riding, approximately two hundred miles or so with a 
couple of comfort breaks, before arriving at the Bubble-car museum near 
Boston and setting up Camp. Once refreshed, we’ll visit a local hostelry 
for something to eat, a few beers before retiring back to Camp for some 

more refreshment and a night under the stars.

The next day, we will get up (when we are ready), have breakfast, ride 

down to the seafront at Skegness for lunch and maybe explore the local 
area for places of historical interest before returning to Camp for a BBQ in 

the evening …. and some further refreshment.

The ride home will be a leisurely affair on the Sunday.


Email: czes.wicherek@hogsbackchapteruk.org



Director’s Blurb
 

Hogsback News Spring 2021 4

Director’s Blurb
Dell

Director
Well, fingers crossed we are getting 
back to normal and with luck we can 
gather again at the first Club Night in 
July at the Princess Royal in Runfold – 
how good will that be! 

With the current rules allowing rides 
with up to 30 this at least gives us 
some ability to ride in a bigger group 
and the road crew are fired up to take 
advantage of it with an impressive 
program going forward, all of which is 
detailed on the website. 

Rather than me bleat on about how 
difficult its been over more than a year 
of this crap I just want to thank everyone 
who got involved in supporting so many virtual 
events (for far too long), the team leading the 
RW6 rides and of course all the members new 
and old for bearing with us. Many will rejoice 
that I will no longer be getting groups of 6 lost 
in Hampshire.

Whilst we await further relaxation of 
restrictions, can I ask members that if they wish 
to attend one of the weekend away rides or an 
event to get their names down sooner rather 
than later. Any deposits are returnable until a 
given date and advance booking helps the 
Chapter immensely. We get to plan and budget 
for things and you get your foot in the door 
before its closed.

Looking forward, our first Chapter party will be 
at Hogs on the Farm in July. If you have never 

been it’s a fun weekend where you can camp 
or just turn up on the day or in the evening. 
This year will be special having been locked in 
for so long and with bands, games, a BBQ and 
cooked breakfasts I’m sure it will be the best 
yet.

Eileen has been hard at work planning for the 
summer big rally Cirencester in August. This 
will have double the people attending to 
previous years so its a major logistics exercise 
and it’s great to see so many members 
volunteering to help out. This year we are 
definitely getting the Chapter flag up the flag 
pole on the battlements. You will be lucky If 
there are any tickets left but it’s always worth a 
try – details on website. 
Continued on next page… 
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I recently patched up Caroline Shotton as our 
new LOH officer so welcome to her and many 
thanks to Liz for her work over the years. Also 
welcome to our 5 new road crew who have 
been passed off active and patched up since 
the last Newsletter. Becca is standing down as 
merchandise officer at the start of July so if 
anyone wants to get more involved in the 
Chapter we will be advertising the post early 
June. Leigh (current charity officer) and John 
(the worn out past one) organised the 
presentation of £7,500 to our 3 charity’s from 
2020. What a great effort by members to raise 
so much in such a difficult year.

Finally from me – its our 30th anniversary year 
and apart from Eileen arranging a big party in 
September we have produced a pin and patch 
for member which can be distributed as soon 
as we can get back together at July’s club night 
along with membership cards for those that 
want one.

Dell Evans

Director Hogsback Chapter UK
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So here we are! 

The team and myself are all glad to be finally 
getting much closer to ‘normal’. It has been 
great to see so many of your faces again at the 
dealership. Massive thank you to everyone for 
being respectful of the covid rules and regs.

With restrictions beginning to lift events are 
able to set dates. With this in mind we will be at 
Brooklands Bike day on July 4th, would be 
good to see you at the event if you are able to 
get there, its usually a great day and its always 
good to see the vintage bikes climbing the test 
hill. 

On the 17th July we have a large group of 
custom and vintage Harley-Davidson’s going to 
be at the dealership before they set off on the 
101 run up to London for the Helter Skelter 
show at the Duke of London. For more details 
keep your eyes on our social channels or visit 
our website.

The exciting new Adventure Touring bike from 
Harley-Davidson is incoming soon, I will be 
publishing a date very soon for the Chapter 

exclusive demo day. This will be a back to back 
day of guided demo rides with Axel 
accompanying you for a test ride on this all new 
machine from Harley-Davison. At the moment 
the bike is selling fast even before it has 
landed. Please feel free to register your interest 
with a member of the sales team. Details of our 
second allocation will be landing with us soon 
and Steve along with Neil our service manager 
will be getting a preview ride including some of 
road use on 27th May. Will be great to hear 
their thoughts on their experience, be sure to 
come in and talk to them about it.

Our resident burger van is back on site on 
Saturdays so let’s 
hope summer 
arrives properly 
soon! With that in 
mind I look forward 
to seeing more of 
you all soon, ride 
safe.

Aaron Presley

Dealer Principal

Aaron’s Bit
Aaron

Dealer Principal
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I think we are all looking forward to the 2021 
riding season and putting 2020 behind us. As 
mentioned in previous newsletters we started 
the 2021 ride programme with Rw6’s on March 
29th with Gary Morss leading a group of six to 
the Devil’s Dyke. The Rw6 programme ended 
(again) after the government restrictions were 
lifted, finishing only last week with the road 
crew completing 62 Rw6’s. Thanks again to all 
the road crew who have supported the Rw6 & 
Rw30 programmes. 

Also, during this latest lockdown Vince 
delivered three virtual new members 
presentations, a prerequisite prior for any new 
members partaking in an actual “real life” 
Hogsback new members ride. Vanessa Ruck 
also provided some insights into how she 
discovered motorcycles during a 6 ½ year 
recovery seeing 7 surgeries and two 
reconstructed body parts. A great ambassador 
proving girls on bikes is normal and to echo our 
new Ladies of Harley officer’s article in this 
newsletter we need more female motorcycle 
conversations! 

By the time you are reading this we would have 
started the Rw30 ride programme (again). We 
did pilot it in September 2020 so we know we 
can make it work. The first Rw30 ride out was a 
THOGS ride with Dell leading a hardy bunch of 
riders to Harley Davidson Newmarket and the 
last will be mine to Loomies on the 20th June. 
(taking current government restrictions into 
consideration!). All the Rw30 rides are now on 
the website and open for pre-registration. 

With Boris’s roadmap showing that on June 
21st restrictions should be lifted, the ride 
programme will begin in earnest with Dell 
leading a Freedom ride on the first Monday 
after they are lifted. I am not sure if Earnest is 
in Hampshire, but I am sure Dell will make a 
good attempt at not getting lost for the eighth 
time!

The “normal” ride programme beginning from 
June 21st has almost 70 day rides planned and 
11 away rides including Midnight and Morning 
Madness. Two rides highlighting two very 
different perspectives of London with Midnight 
Madness in June we ride through Convent 
Garden on a busy Saturday night and Morning 
Madness in July crossing all the bridges of the 
Thames while Londoners sleep. Both definitely 
worth doing and with Covid-19 rules no longer 
applying let's make it a night and morning to 
remember! All of the day rides will have their 
ride descriptions updated in due course so 
please keep an eye on the website and regular 
e-shots. 

I look forward to riding with you in 2021. In the 
meantime “Let us toast to animal pleasures, to 
escapism, to rain on the roof and instant coffee, 
to unemployment insurance and library cards, 
to absinthe and good-hearted landlords, to 
music and warm bodies and contraceptives… 
and to the “good life”, whatever it is and 
wherever it happens to be.”

Paul Cutler

Assistant 
Director

Paul’s Bit
Paul

Assistant Director
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Whoa! None of us expected that did we? What 
a year - or at least a year and quarter, fingers 
crossed that the positives we’ve seen recently 
continue to outweigh the negatives, and we’ll 
be riding again as we used to - because that’s 
what we do!

Despite everything thrown at us, from almost 
total isolation and strict limits on getting out on 
the iron horses, we’ve kept the bulldog spirit 
going and as a Chapter, achieved an awful lot 
since we could last meet up at the Princess 
Royal.

Mastering Facebook live (or trying to in the 
case of Dell, Vince and Me amongst others), 
learning the difference between your own and 
the Hogsback Facebook Page’s and mastering 
the art of appearing in Landscape, not Portrait 
has been a challenge but somehow we made it 
and got around 200 viewings per Virtual Club 
Night. And… managed to raise fantastic 
amounts for our charities into the bargain. 

Thanks must go out to all of you who took up 
the gauntlet and kept things going for the 
Chapter - Katie and Dave, Howard’s humour, 
Jackie and Mick, Leigh and Dave (lot of Dave’s 

around???) Alasdair, Czes, Corky, Robin, and 
everyone else who managed to keep us 
smiling. Thanks also to everyone who 
contributed to the Tom bola prizes. It was a 
challenge keeping things going on a weekly 
basis at first, but the charity cash kept rolling in! 
With Jeannie keeping me in line and a pint of 
local bitter to kick things off - we got through it!

Looking forward to meeting and greeting with a 
beer in my hand once again on July 1.

Dave 
Hardcastle

Chapter 
Secretary

Dave’s Bit
Dave

Chapter Secretary
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Hi Everyone.

As the Chapter’s newly appointed Ladies of 
Harley officer, I thought it would be a good idea 
to introduce myself. Before I do that though, I’d 
like to pay tribute to Liz Getgood, our outgoing 
LOH officer, who decided it was time to step 
down and have a rest! She is one of the nicest, 
kindest people I know; a friendly face when I 
first joined the Chapter and a source of support 
and knowledge. I have big shoes to fill but am 
looking forward to the challenge.

I know many of you already, and I am really 
looking forward to getting to know all the girls 
and guys I haven’t met yet. It’s been the 
strangest year ever, and I think we can all 
safely agree that it’s been one to forget. With 
that in mind, I’d just like to give a shout out to 
Eileen Ostinelli (Activities Officer) here. I know 
she been working so hard behind the scenes 
arranging and then having to re-arrange all the 
events that were planned for this year. Also, a 
big thank you to Katie (Membership Officer). 
It’s no mean feat persuading 350 people to sign 
their membership form when you can’t see 
them face to face. Also, as part of the road 
crew, I know how much work Paul Cutler has 
put in to keep everyone riding as much as 
possible, so thank you Mr C!

As I write, the restrictions are still in place and 
we cannot meet up indoors in large groups. As 
the restrictions ease, I hope to get together with 
Eileen and start planning some activities for us, 
and I’ve already spoken to Beth at GHD about 
a possible event there. But I need your support 
ladies; if there’s anything you’d especially like 
to do, or anything you can think of that 
everyone would enjoy, then please just drop 
me a line at loh@hogsbackchapteruk.org.

I’m also here if you need anything, so please 
don’t hesitate to call me. I’d also like to 
encourage all the ladies out there that might be 
considering taking up riding their own bike; so 
again, if it’s something you’re thinking about it 

but feel a bit unsure, drop me a line and we 
can have a natter.

Finally, I’d like to use this opportunity to give 
Liz’s ride to Tutbury Castle a plug. Please take 
a look at it on the ride calendar. The ride is a 
weekend one to the Women in Motorcycling 
exhibition being held outdoors in the lovely 
grounds of Tutbury Castle in Derbyshire. Now 
this might not be everyone’s cup of tea, but it’s 
only a few miles away from two of the most 
infamous biking roads in England; Snake Pass 
and the Cat & Fiddle. So, for those girls and 
guys that don’t want to visit the exhibition, 
there’s plenty of good riding to be had and a 
lovely hotel waiting at the end of the day. As 
our continental rides are looking increasingly 
unlikely, it’s definitely worth taking a look. Liz 
will have more details, so if you fancy it please 
drop her a line.

That’s it for now. I look forward to seeing you 
on the road, and remember, just drop me a line 
if there’s anything you need or come and say 
hello at GH-D. I’m the one with the pigtails and 
the Slim.

Cx

Caroline Shotton

LOH 
Officer

Caroline’s Bit
Caroline

LOH Officer
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Hello everyone,

Well, the time this gets published in the HBC 
newsletter we would have further restrictions 
eased and allowing us to be able to ride with 
30, so RW6 will be RW30 until hopefully 21st 
June when the government will lift all 
restrictions.

I would like to welcome our new Road 
Marshals to the Hogsback Road Crew, they 
are:

• Suzi Eves

• Hamish Rogers

• Julian Bennett

• Adrian Gowans

• Czes Wicherek

Our new Road Marshals have completed their 
theory training, have done a RW6 training ride 
and on the 22nd of May will be leading a ride 
with all the Road Crew. For most of us this will 
be our first big ride for some time so this will be 
a refresher for all.

At present we have 2 Road Captains on a 
sabbatical, they are Andy Parker and Robin 
Seymour (until September 2021). We are also 

saying goodbye to two of our Road Captains, 
Gary Tew and Malcolm Bradley have both 
decided to step down and will be no doubt be 
missed by all. I would like to thank Gary and 
Malcolm for all their hard work they have done 
over the years for the Chapter in their position 
within the Road Crew.

Once again, the RW6 has been a great 
success with the HB Road Crew offering a 
variety of rides and a big thanks goes to Paul 
Cutler for managing this.

New Members Ride, there have been 2 so far 
this year. These have been expertly led by our 
Safety Officer/Assistant Director Vince Pyle 
with me in support. Both have been conducted 
under RW6 rules and both were well received 
by our new members. 

All that is left for me to say is hopefully see you 
on a ride soon or even at GHD or at a Club 
Night which I understand the first ‘Live One’ 
could be Thursday 1st July all things 
considered and everything being safe.

So, cheers for now and keep the shiny side up.

Peter O

Head Road Captain

Peter’s Bit
Peter

Head Road Captain
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On Saturday 15th May, Charities Officers John 
Fluker & Leigh Ballinger met with 
representatives of the 3 charities the Hogsback 
Chapter supported in 2020 to officially hand 
over the cheques. Dell Evans (Director) and 
Aaron Presley (Dealer Principal) also attended 
and Photographer Axel Thill captured the 
presentation beautifully. 

Our 2020 charities Air Ambulance, Headway 
and Princess Alice Hospice were very 
appreciative of all our efforts to raise such a 
huge amount in a lockdown year. Thank you to 
all the Chapter members for their donations 
and raffle ticket purchases throughout a tough 
year.

This year's charities, Air Ambulance, 
Parkinsons and Prostate Cancer UK are about 
to receive their first payments of £500 each 
from such a great start to the 2021 fundraising 
year! Well done everyone!

Leigh Ballinger

Charity Officer

Leigh’s Bit
Leigh

Charity Officer
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Venue  Royal Agricultural University                 
             Cirencester GL7 6JS
Dates  13th August – 15th August 2021

Room availability

Double/twin rooms

Single rooms

All parking is barrier parking and most 
will be able to park outside their room
Security guards patrol the site.

Weekend price includes

Welcome coffee

Room & breakfast for two nights

Servery dinner for both nights

Welcome pack & pin

Rideout & lunch

Live music & DJ (Friday) 

Band & DJ  (Saturday)

Accommodation including meals

Ensuite single    £165

Ensuite twin    £275

Ensuite double  £285 

Multiple chapter gathering
including live music, DJ
and rideout
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Come and enjoy a rally in great 
surroundings with like minded people
and a fantastic rideout through the 
surrounding area.

Route into reception and accommodation 
will be sign posted. Meal tokens will
be provided. 

Book early to avoid disappointment
£50.00 deposit.

BOOKING & more information contact
activities@hogsbackchapteruk.org

WEEKEND CHAPTER
GIANT JENGA CHALLENGE

Hawaiian Friday 
15.00 Arrival & registration
16.00 Bar opens
18:00 Dinner
19.00 Live music & DJ
00.00 Bar closes

Saturday
08.00 - 09:30 Breakfast
10.30 Briefi ng & rideout
             including lunch
16.00 Bar opens
17.00 LOH gathering
18.00 Dinner
19.00 Band & DJ
01.00 Bar closes

Sunday
08.00 - 09.          30 Breakfast & tear down
Depart by 12.00
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Well here we are again, what a year and a half 
that has been, let’s hope we never have to go 
through that again, and I’m not even going to 
mention the C word!! Enough said!!

What wonderful things do we have to look 
forward to……

Hogs on the Farm 9th and 10th July 2021 
tickets on sale now 

Friday night £15.00 Saturday night £20.00 and 
camping is free

A Brilliant weekend, Friday night there is a 
tractor trailer ride to and from the White Hart 
pub for a curry the Wavy Davy Band playing in 
the marquee, a great night. The highlight for 
me is the tractor trailer ride back to the farm its 
so much fun with Howard Pullen leading the 
sing along, you really don’t want to miss out on 
the Friday night. Saturday we have a ride out during the day, 

back to the farm for some really fun chapter 
games, an optional tour of the farm and carp 
lakes, a BBQ and then party through the night 
with Throbin Hood, what not to love.

This is a brilliant weekend, if you can’t do both 
nights you can book Friday or Saturday night 
separately. 

Contact activities@hogsbackchapteruk.org for 
tickets and more information.

Cirencester Rally including Mons Chapter 
Twinning Ceremony 13th to 15th August 
2021

If you haven’t been to this Rally before it is held 
at the Royal Agricultural University (RAU) in 
Cirencester, it is set in beautiful grounds and 
the buildings are so old and impressive that 
they have been used in film sets, the whole 
place has a Hogwarts feel about it. 

Friday night is Hawaiian night with live music 
and DJ Rob. We also have the Mons Twinning 
ceremony and maybe a few other things going 
on that I don’t want to spoil. 
Continued on next page…

Outside the Box for Charity
Katie

Membership Officer
Eileen’s Bit

Eileen

Activities Officer

Venue  Royal Agricultural University                 
             Cirencester GL7 6JS
Dates  13th August – 15th August 2021

Room availability

Double/twin rooms

Single rooms

All parking is barrier parking and most 
will be able to park outside their room
Security guards patrol the site.

Weekend price includes

Welcome coffee

Room & breakfast for two nights

Servery dinner for both nights

Welcome pack & pin

Rideout & lunch

Live music & DJ (Friday) 

Band & DJ  (Saturday)

Accommodation including meals

Ensuite single    £165

Ensuite twin    £275

Ensuite double  £285 

Multiple chapter gathering
including live music, DJ
and rideout

HOGS ON
THE FARM

Campers can erect their tents 
anytime (FREE for the weekend)
You must register for camping when 
booking. To book contact: 
activities@hogsbackchapteruk.org

FRIDAY Tickets £15

18.00 Evening Ride
Hogs On The Bridge from GHD to 
White Hart, Stopham Bridge, 
Pulborough RH20 1DS 

18.30 Campers have tractor and 
covered trailer ride from Medhone 
Farm to White Hart

20.00 - 23.00 Wavy Davy band will 
play in the Marquee by the river 
Arun

20.00 Food served in the garden, 
curry with a veggie option, transport, 
and entertainment 

23.30 Tractor and trailer returns to
Medhone Farm

Medhone Farm
Crawfold Balls Cross

Petworth GU28 9NZ

FRIDAY-SATURDAY 9-10 JULY

There may be rooms available at the Welldiggers or the Angel in Petworth
Non Campers will need to book rooms themselves

SATURDAY Tickets £20    

9.30 Breakfast for campers

10.30 RIDE from GHD TO Petworth for 
all members

11.30 Meet up with Campers at 
Petworth surprise Ride Out for lunch

15.00 HARLEY GAMES back at 
MEDHONE FARM 

17.00 Optional tour of the farm and 
carp rearing lakes or just chill out

19.00  PARTY ON THE FARM
Fantastic Barbecue with Music to get 
you rocking from THROBBIN HOOD 
an amazing local band.Donation Bar.

SUNDAY
Clear up and Breakfast for Campers.

Camping is optional,   
Tickets for Friday and Saturday 
nights must be purchased in advance. 
And food options specified.
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Saturday ride out could potentially have over a 
hundred bikes which in itself will be amazing; 
there will be a lunch stop that will be a bit 
different than usual. We have a LOH get 
together in the afternoon and Saturday night 
live music and DJ Rob. We also have a giant 
Jenga Chapter Challenge and much more. 

It's going to be a brilliant weekend away, we 
have a handful of rooms left so if you are 
interested don’t miss out contact me at 
activities@hogsbackchapteruk.org.

Coming up later in the year…

30th Anniversary Summer BBQ Saturday 
18th September

Its going to a great event, bands, dancing, 
BBQ, and much more, keep a look out for more 
details.

End of Season Party 27th November at the 
Hilton Cobham

Anther event not to be missed, fancy dress 
theme, band, DJ, lots of dancing and laughter 
and of course a little bit of drinking involved. 
Advices for new members look out for when the 
tickets go on sale as they sell out very quickly.

Before I sign off I just want to say a massive 
thank you to everyone that has supported the 
Virtual Club nights, for everyone that has been 
a part of them and for all of you for taking the 
time to tune in every month. We can’t wait to 
see you all at the Princess Royal for our first 
un-virtual club night in July, all being well. 

Keep checking the e-shots, the website and of 
course when we are allowed to make sure you 

come along to the club nights where you will 
get up-to-date info, meet knew and old friends 
and generally have a great evening. If you 
haven’t been to an event yet and want to see 
what we all get up to visit the photo gallery on 
the website.

As always thank you all for your support and for 
making all of the events such fantastic fun, and 
remember without you it can’t happen.

Eileen Ostinelli

Activities Officer

XXXXX
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In the hope that we get to ride in Europe this 
year here are a few things to help you avoid 
falling foul of the law as things have changed. 
 
The basics  
Generally, what applies to EU countries also 
applies to Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway or 
Switzerland, henceforth referred to as EU+4.

Your passport must have at least six months 
left AND be less than 10 years old if you are 
going to EU+4 countries. This is except for 
Ireland, where your passport only needs to be 
valid for the whole length of your stay. 

You do not need a visa for EU+4 countries, 
provided you are not staying for more than 90 
days in any 180-day period. In 2022, you will 
have to pay for a visa-waiver scheme – no 
further details are currently available. However, 
different rules may apply to Bulgaria, Croatia, 
Cyprus and Romania.

As before, you should take the bike's logbook/
V5C.

You need to display a GB sticker, except in 
Ireland. 

None of the four biggest mobile phone 
operators currently plan to introduce roaming 
charges.

Insurance  
Make sure your travel insurance includes 
appropriate health cover. It's also worth 
checking that it covers you if you are riding a 
motorcycle – free travel insurance provided by 
your bank (for example) may not. 

Under the agreed trade deal, EHIC cards will 
be valid until they expire. The UK is bringing in 
the GHIC card to replace it. Note that your 
current EHIC card and the new GHIC card 
cover EU countries only. The EHIC and GHIC 
cards cover pre-existing medical conditions and 
maternity care, but many travel insurance 
policies (by default, at least) do not.

You can use your UK passport to get medically 
necessary healthcare in Norway.

The latest official information on EHIC cards 
can be found here. https://www.gov.uk/global-
health-insurance-card

The NHS guide on applying for a GHIC card 
can be found here. https://www.nhs.uk/using-
the-nhs/healthcare-abroad/apply-for-a-free-uk-
global-health-insurance-card-ghic/  
Continued on next page…

Riding in Europe After Brexit
Vince

Assistant Director

https://www.gov.uk/global-health-insurance-card
https://www.gov.uk/global-health-insurance-card
https://www.nhs.uk/using-the-nhs/healthcare-abroad/apply-for-a-free-uk-global-health-insurance-card-ghic/
https://www.nhs.uk/using-the-nhs/healthcare-abroad/apply-for-a-free-uk-global-health-insurance-card-ghic/
https://www.nhs.uk/using-the-nhs/healthcare-abroad/apply-for-a-free-uk-global-health-insurance-card-ghic/
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The government’s advice says that you may 
need to show a return or onward ticket and 
show that you have enough money for your 
stay at border controls. Remember that you are 
no longer eligible to join the queue for EU, EEA 
or Swiss citizens, if there is one.

By default, your bike insurance included the 
legally necessary cover for EU+4 countries in 
2020. Check your policy for 2021 and, if in 
doubt, call your insurer. You will probably need 
to get a 'green card' and it may cost extra. If 
your insurance policy renewal occurs while you 
are away, you will need a green card for each 
policy.

If you have a photocard driving licence, you 
don't need an IDP for any EU+4 country or San 
Marino. However, if I read the advice pages 
correctly, apparently you do need the 1968 IDP 
to drive in Monaco and the 1949 IDP for 
Vatican City. If you don't have a photocard 
licence, then you had better get an IDP.

Taking food and drink 
You are not allowed to take meat, meat 
products, milk or milk products into EU 
countries. (Hmm, does that mean that if I buy 
an M&S roast beef sarnie and a bottle of 
chocolate milk before getting on Eurostar, I 
have to eat them before we come out of the 
tunnel?) 

The latest official advice can be 
found here. https://ec.europa.eu/food/animals/
animalproducts/personal_imports_en

You need a phytosanitary certificate to take 
certain plants or plant products into the EU.

If you want to take the dog, you will need to 
think about this four months ahead.

Duty free

The amount of duty-free goods you can bring 
into the UK from the EU is now limited, which 
will probably not make that much difference 
when you're on a motorcycle. However, the 
limits are higher than they used to be back in 
the day. You can bring back: 

• up to 42 litres of beer

• up to 16 litres of still wine (the equivalent 
of 24 standard bottles)

• up to four litres of spirits or other liquor 
over 22% ABV or up to nine litres of 
sparkling or fortified wine or other liquor 
up to 22% ABV. You can split this e.g. two 
litres of spirits and 4.5 litres of 
champagne.

There are also limits on tobacco products and 
you can bring in other goods up to a value of 
£390 duty-free. If you bring back more than 
that, you pay duty on the whole amount.

Official guidance information can be found 
here: https://www.gov.uk/duty-free-goods/
arriving-in-Great-Britain

You can bring animal products in from EU+4 
countries, except Iceland.

The rules are different if you are coming from 
the EU to Northern Ireland.

Vince Pyle

Assistant Director

Safety Officer

https://ec.europa.eu/food/animals/animalproducts/personal_imports_en
https://ec.europa.eu/food/animals/animalproducts/personal_imports_en
https://www.gov.uk/duty-free-goods/arriving-in-Great-Britain
https://www.gov.uk/duty-free-goods/arriving-in-Great-Britain
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JB’s insight into the RW6 ride programme 
during Covid times!!

As a relatively new Road Marshal, having 
barely completed one season before COVID 
restrictions hit, my aim is to make the most and 
best of a ride out for our club members.

As Road Marshalls we are asked to organise 
and complete 2 ride outs and back mark on at 
least 4 occasions during the ride. But during 
COVID back marking is not necessary as the 
RW6 uses the buddy system.

The first task is to design a pleasurable route, 
which includes breakfast/lunch and 
incorporates A & B roads, windy roads, tracks 
and the occasional country lane (not always 
part of the plan!). The occasional dirt track is 
also not off limits, as some of my participants 
may have noticed!  Oops!

It is quite normal for Road Crew to recce the 
route for peace of mind to make sure it is safe 
and suitable for all riders on all ranges of 
Harley Davidsons from a 48 to a Trike: at this 
stage it is useful to have a decent Sat Nav 

which allows both left and right turns (Adrian). 
The RW6 programme has allowed me to 
choose smaller destinations than when we are 
operating at full capacity; it would not have 
been practical for us to turn up on masse to the 
coffee kiosk on Hayling Island beach but this 
was perfect for the smaller group. Ha ha!

Following the release of the ride programme for 
the coming week, the emails come in thick and 
fast from members wishing to take part on my 
ride.  Aaaggghhh!!

Due to work commitments, I can’t respond until 
later that evening, when I will confirm who has 
been lucky enough to secure their place.  I 
generally do my rides on a Saturday but, on 
occasion, have repeated the ride on the 
Sunday to meet demand.

A WhatsApp group is created and is used to 
inform of meeting time, starting point, overall 
distance, destination and return point; along 
with any other details which are relevant. When 
the dealership is open, I like to give the group 
the option of returning to GH-D to meet up with 
whoever may be there and, of course, spend 
their hard-earned cash!  

After the ride is complete, I send a short 
synopsis to our beloved Assistant Director Paul 
Cutler, giving a brief outline of how the ride 
went, the weather and road conditions, break 
downs, accidents and any complications.

And so, it starts again…

JB

Road Marshal

RW6 Insights
JB

Mark
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Mark’s RW6 Retrospective

So the Rw6 has probably closed down by the 
time you read this. Whilst recognising it’s been 
a symptom of a bloody rubbish twelve months 
and you could therefore remember it in a 
negative way (RW6 patch with the bars on 
anyone!) – actually I prefer to try to look on the 
positive side and can definitely take a few good 
things from our Rw6 programme…

Firstly, as road crew, we were able to offer a lot 
more rides –  3 or 4 per weekend sometimes – 
so hopefully this gave people the opportunity to 
see more places and break free of the house at 
least once or twice. Lots more rides means lots 
of good places were scouted out and can be 
used for the larger rides ahead.

It was also great to see old (and not so old!) 
friends and to get to know new people. The fact 
that there were only six of you meant that 
unlike big groups you all stuck together before, 
during the ride (unless Dell was leading) and 
when you got to your destination – so you got 
to know the people you were with a whole lot 
better than when your in a big ride and you get 
home and realise you didn’t get the chance to 
say hello to everybody or realising you didn’t 

catch up with somebody about that important 
bit of biking news…

It has given newer members an opportunity to 
get used to riding with the Chapter in a smaller 
more personal way - and newer road crew 
members an opportunity to learn their trade in a 
smaller less daunting setting (although it’s 
almost going to feel strange dropping people 
off!). Personally it also allowed me to get lost 
with only 6 people as opposed to the whole 
Chapter - due to a number of road closures – 
hence when you next see me you’ll know me 
by my new patch provided by Paul, our 
Assistant Director, -  ‘Mark – Road Closure – 
Halliday’…

Will I miss RW6? In a strange way yes – but 
here’s to RW30 and beyond!

Mark Haliday

Road Marshal
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I was enjoying getting on as many Hogsback 
rides as I could and the thought of me leading 
a ride or becoming road crew did not even 
enter my head, until one day the phone rang. It 
was Peter Ostinelli, the Head Road Captain, 
and he was he asking me if I was interested in 
joining the road crew team. Well, an instant 
smile appeared on my face; I was over the 
moon! Of course, I said yes!

I was invited to a zoom call along with the other 
5 new road crew: Suzi, Julian, Hamish and 
Chez. I don’t think any of us knew what to 
expect. Dell welcomed us all then passed the 
meeting over to Vince and Peter who took us 
through a presentation about the process, what 
was expected of us and more importantly how 
we would all enjoy it.

We were then paired up with a Mentor and for 
me that was Dik Gregory. We arranged to meet 
up at Dik’s house a couple of weeks later for a 
coffee and a chat. Luckily for me Dik has a 
wealth of information and over coffee we ran 
through some slides on Dik’s computer and 
afterwards discussed things like drop off’s, road 
positioning, safety etc. 

It was then time to go out for a ride together. 
Dik demonstrated drops off’s and opened up 
my eyes to the benefits of doing a recce to 
make sure I knew the chosen route and what to 
do if on the actual day of a ride if a road was 
closed etc. It’s all in the planning!

It was then my turn to lead Dik, at which point I 
realised “oh I’m now the lead and responsible 
for directions and making sure everyone was 
safe whilst enjoying the ride”. All went well and 
with all of Dik’s words bouncing around in my 
head I made it back to Dik’s house, that was it 
I’ve now got my first taste of leading! It may 
have only been just the two of us, but it was 
great and what an experience with some really 
great feedback from Dik.

Next came the group training on the road with 
the other new road crew. We were still in the 
middle of a pandemic so only allowed to ride as 
a 6, where as the normal training would have 
been with all the Roadcrew, so we all thought 
we had got off lightly here. If only we knew 
what was coming… 
Continued on next page…

Joining the Road Crew
Adrian

Road Marshal
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We setup a WhatsApp group and as a 
collective planned a route for our first ride, we 
also managed get in a recce.

Before I knew it the day had arrived! we started 
the day off with a ride briefing to Vince and 
Peter, we included all the spiel that we had 
learnt from the RC handbook so things like our 
planned route, is everyone fuelled up, do you 
now the buddy system and if not, we had to 
explain it. Vince and Peter threw in a few 
sneaky awkward questions, but luckily we 
managed to answer them all. 

It was time to actually do the ride! We left GH-D 
with Suzi leading and along the way we tackled 
a few simulated break downs. It’s amazing, we 
must have had at least 6 breakdowns! I cannot 
believe how unreliable the bikes of Vince and 
Peter’s were.

Then it was my turn to lead, I rode to the front 
and I was off. I took the crew through some 
lovely county roads eventually ending up at the 
Chalet Café. Amazingly I did not get lost and I 
even managed to show the guys a new road or 
two.

A well-earned cup of tea was then had by all 
followed by a chat about the ride and how we 
thought it went with some really helpful 
feedback from Vince and Peter. 

“That’s it” I thought, no more training, it’s time 
to just put on some rides! I managed to arrange 
and lead a couple of RW6 rides, both went 
successfully and it was great fun. Then an 

email arrived addressed to all the RC old and 
new, it said now that we can put on rides with 
up to 30 people that perhaps it was time for 
refresher training for all RC, and guess what 
else it said! Yep, you got it, the training ride will 
be led by the 5 new RC members! So, we did 
not get away with it as we had previously 
thought! In fact, the training was great fun, and 
it was really good experience riding in a much 
larger group and getting to practice all that we 
had learnt on the smaller training ride but on a 
much larger scale. 

You can all feel safe in the knowledge that all 
Road Crew old and new are not only trained to 
a high standard but are continually trained and 
assessed making sure you all continue to have 
great rides in the safe hands of the Chapters 
Road Crew.

What’s next for me? IAM, Rospa maybe?

Adrian Gowans

Road Marshal
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Difficult to know where to begin, so much has 
been achieved in reality, despite having to 
educate ourselves to communicate in the 
“virtual”.

Katie and I have presented at twenty virtual 
‘club nights’ from April 2020 to May 2021. 
During those ten-minute wonders, I’ve 
squeezed in twenty-one live songs and 
provided a theme tune for Katie, (and so 
avoiding any plagiarising accusations from 
Facebook’s music police). We’ve both had a lot 
of fun trying to develop a more interesting 
‘show’ each time, twenty shows at ten minutes 
each amounts to two hours of ‘air-time’ in total, 
no mean feat for a couple of inexperienced 
amateurs. Every member of the club has now 
received at least one ‘Happy Birthday’ 
message at a virtual club-night.

I had a lot of fun writing and performing my 
Christmas Song, “Fat Bloke With A Reindeer”, 
for our December club-night. Hopefully next 
year I’ll get to sing it to a real live audience who 
can join in.

We were unable to get everybody together for 
our charity fund-raising Hogsback Christmas 

Carol sing-song, (which we did for the first time 
in December 2019), but we did manage to 
cobble together a fabulous Hogsback Chapter 
Nativity Play video. A small group of us 
managed to film it outside, (slightly undercover 
from the wind and the rain), as a ‘one take live 
performance’ with a small Hogsback cast, 
which was ‘broadcast’ on the club’s Facebook 
Page just before Christmas. It’s amazing what 
you can achieve with a great bunch of friends.

The Naughty Boys’ idea to raise money for 
charity, by performing their version of “Summer 
Holiday” at Brooklands Transport Museum, had 
the kibosh put on it by lockdown before we 
could get it together. I did manage to rescue 
the idea by producing the ‘video slide show’ 
using library pictures and adding a soundtrack 
by Katie and me. Even if it did come out in 
January, not July, it proved to be a hit. I was 
really pleased with the result and it also gave 
me a rare opportunity to get some revenge on 
Dell Evans by cunningly including him in the 
film script. 
Continued on next page…

Virtual Reality Wavy Davy
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Script writing is quite challenging, especially 
developing the delivery of humour, but it has 
certainly been fun. My favourite was probably 
the ‘David Watt and Katie Wright’ sketch, where 
I utilised a timeless classic music hall sketch, 
although I definitely enjoyed delivering our 
shenanigans with milkman Ernie and his 
erstwhile floozy Sue from number twenty-two. 

Designing and constructing some of the sets 
has brought out the best of my resourceful 
carpentry skills, mostly using materials already 
lurking in the far-flung corners of my garage. 
My favourite was definitely March 2021 club-
night’s ‘The Grand Day Out’ on the surface of 
the moon and blatantly plagiarising Wallace 
and Grommit for the script was scrumptious. 

Without a doubt, the best asset I’ve had in 
putting together and delivering every show, has 
been Katie. Who can forget her on-the-beach, 
Dylan-esque delivery of the word-cards for my 
song ‘Be Happy’? She really is a real pro…and 
jolly good fun to work with. I do believe that 
apart from one mischievous gremlin that crept 
in during one of our early 2020 broadcasts, 
Katie has an unblemished technical record for 
delivering our Facebook Live, quite an 

achievement in itself. A big ‘Thank You’ to 
Messrs BT and Apple iPad for providing the 
flawless technology that enabled us to 
communicate with you all through such difficult 
times.

Facebook continues to be a revelation as a 
platform to launch my own brand of solo 
performance, but I’ve been a bit quiet recently 
as I’m catching up with myself and the other 
members of the Wavy Davy Band, who are all 
really keen to get back out and perform live 
again. Not least of all, Jackie Brealey; we are 
very much looking forward to singing together 
for you again soon. 

If you participate in any of our major Hogsback 
activities over this summer, the chances are 
Katie and I will be there too and we’ll be very 
pleased to see you. If you behave yourself 
there may even be a song in it for you, if only 
for me to annoy Dell Evans.

Wavy

AS WAVY NEVER SENDS PICTURES, THIS 
IS NOW HIS OFFICIAL PHOTO - ED
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Read on!

Brett Speed

Editor

Contents
Brett

Editor
HOGS ON
THE FARM

Campers can erect their tents 
anytime (FREE for the weekend)
You must register for camping when 
booking. To book contact: 
activities@hogsbackchapteruk.org

FRIDAY Tickets £15

18.00 Evening Ride
Hogs On The Bridge from GHD to 
White Hart, Stopham Bridge, 
Pulborough RH20 1DS 

18.30 Campers have tractor and 
covered trailer ride from Medhone 
Farm to White Hart

20.00 - 23.00 Wavy Davy band will 
play in the Marquee by the river 
Arun

20.00 Food served in the garden, 
curry with a veggie option, transport, 
and entertainment 

23.30 Tractor and trailer returns to
Medhone Farm

Medhone Farm
Crawfold Balls Cross

Petworth GU28 9NZ

FRIDAY-SATURDAY 9-10 JULY

There may be rooms available at the Welldiggers or the Angel in Petworth
Non Campers will need to book rooms themselves

SATURDAY Tickets £20    

9.30 Breakfast for campers

10.30 RIDE from GHD TO Petworth for 
all members

11.30 Meet up with Campers at 
Petworth surprise Ride Out for lunch

15.00 HARLEY GAMES back at 
MEDHONE FARM 

17.00 Optional tour of the farm and 
carp rearing lakes or just chill out

19.00  PARTY ON THE FARM
Fantastic Barbecue with Music to get 
you rocking from THROBBIN HOOD 
an amazing local band.Donation Bar.

SUNDAY
Clear up and Breakfast for Campers.

Camping is optional,   
Tickets for Friday and Saturday 
nights must be purchased in advance. 
And food options specified.
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I took over from the previous Chapter 
Webmaster Dik Gregory (who was also 
Chapter Director at the time) early in 2012. 

The site compared favourably with other 
H.O.G. Chapter websites but needed a bit of 
an overhaul, and thus I embarked on a 
strategy of evolving the look, feel and 
functionality of the website, but always being 
careful not to make them too radical, as I 
needed to bring the membership along with 
me on the journey. After all, Chapter members 
were in the Chapter to ride bikes, and not 
because of their ability to understand and 
interact with IT. Also, I felt that the look and 
feel of the site was distinctive and totally in 
keeping with the Harley image. 

Improvements in technology and a shift in the 
way the website was being accessed meant 
things needed to be updated. Chapter 
members rarely had access problems looking 
at the site via the traditional medium of a web 
browser on a desktop PC, but with the 
development of smart phones, the need for the 
website to be able to cope with different 
platforms became all too apparent.

So, a lot of the changes were made ‘under the 
bonnet’, as it were, with the objective of 
simplifying the underpinnings of the site, to 
make it faster, more reliable and easier to 
administer. 

The other major effort over the years has been 
to improve the quality and presentation of the 
information displayed on the site, as well as 
making it easier to access and find this 
information.

You can see from the pictures below how the 
design of the Home page evolved over my first 
two years as Chapter Webmaster. 
Continued on next page…

Evolution, Then Revolution!  
(The development of the Chapter’s website)

Czes

Webmaster
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Some changes were small. For instance, at the 
beginning of 2012 the website appeared on the 
left of the screen, before being centred and the 
twitter feed was added in 2014. Other changes 
were slightly more involved. For example, the 
increased use of smaller devices to view 
information on the website meant that the old 
website became virtually unreadable on those 
devices without having to manually increase 
the size of the text on the screen; a 
cumbersome process with the results rarely 
being satisfactory. 

Eventually I devised a way that the website 
would resize itself depending on the size and 
orientation of the platform. The information on a 
page would reformat itself automatically to suit 
the platform making it easier for members to 
read. 

However, this only highlighted the need for 
issues such as this to be automatically handled 
by the web hosting software. A new website 
infrastructure was required.

The process of evolving the website continued 
up until the beginning of this year. 

In January 2021, the home page had evolved 
to look like this. 
Continued on next page…
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A major initiative started in 2020 to move the 
Chapter website to a new home. The 
dealership is part of the Lind group and they 
had commissioned a design agency to come 
up with a generic design for all the H.O.G. 
chapters within the Lind group to be able to 
use.

The other chapters within the Lind group had 
all had a stab at launching their own websites.

So I was saved the task of choosing a new 
platform and designing a website from scratch. 
However, the task of migrating from the old site 
to the new one was not going to be quite so 
simple! For a start, there is an awful lot of 
information held on the Chapter website. 

The Migration process gave me an opportunity 
to review the way information was grouped on 
the website, and I must thank Dik Gregory for 
his ‘critical’ support during this phase of the 
migration. He didn’t miss much! 

There was also the challenge of the look and 
feel of the new website. Although a framework 
design was given, it had to be manipulated 
somewhat to our own taste. This process was 
helped enormously by the artistic contribution 
of Clive Everett.

There were also a number of technical 
challenges with the configuration of the new 
website, and the expertise of Brett Speed and 
Jon House (III Rivers Chapter) during this time 
was invaluable.

After a lot of hard work, the new website was 
finally ready. On the 10th January 2021, a 
special e-shot was sent out to all Chapter 
Members announcing that the new Chapter 
website was going to be launched the next day, 
and detailed many of the new features of the 
website. 
Continued on next page…

FENLANDERS ICENI

THAMES VALLEY III RIVERS
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I am pleased to report that the website has 
been very well received. 

However, the development of the website has 
not stopped and the process of evolution with 
the website continues. 

Since the launch , the website has become 
more secure (it is now https), and the hosting 
platform at Lind has been upgraded. 

The Events pages initially came in two flavours: 
a calendar view showing just event headings, 
and a calendar view showing all the details. A 
third option has now been added that lists all 
the events in detail.

The eagle-eyed amongst you will have noticed 
that the home page has changed slightly. The 
central box has been modified so that it now 
welcomes you to the Chapter and there is a 
short film explaining a little about the Chapter.

The new logon process has foxed out a few 
members. If you have yet to be able to logon to 
the new website, bear in mind that it is a new 
website. If you are trying to use the password 
that Dik gave you back in 2008, it isn’t going to 
work!

If you cannot remember your userid, try 
entering your initial and your surname (as one 
word).  If that doesn't work, please contact me 
via the following email address for further 
assistance:

webmaster@hogsbackchapteruk.org

Finally, your thoughts, comments and ideas on 
how to improve things are most welcome, 
though they are always more favourably 
received if accompanied with a pint of bitter!

Czes Wicherek


