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THE ADVENTURE OF A LIFETIME
RIDE A HARLEY ACROSS THE SOUTHWESTERN USA

ADVERT HERE !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

Northern Tour
Grand Canyon, Monument Valley,
and Sedona. Helicopter and BiPlane flights plus a Sunset Jeep
Trail!
Southern Tour
Tuscon, Tombstone, The Devil's
Highway. See Pima Air & Space
Museum, Bisbee Copper Mine,
and Lake Roosevelt
Colorado Tour
Take on Pikes Peak! Colorado
Springs, Million Dollar Highway,
Royal Gorge Train Ride plus
Rafting and Quad Biking!
Brice / Zion Tour
Horseshoe Bend, The Hoover
Dam, Bryce Canyon and Zion
National Park plus 2 nights in
fabulous Las Vegas!

www.adventuresinarizona.com
07774
782139 (daytime) / 01243 786495 (evening)
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Director’s Blurb
I can almost see the start of Spring over the
horizon – happy biking days are coming.
The full ride program is now released with a
massive 122 rides to attend (including 20
weekends away and 29 other social events), all
of which contributes to keeping members
smiling. The weekends away have filled up
quickly, but even if “full” just talk to the ride
leader as it's usually just that we’ve filled all the
rooms, there may be other options. If you're a
recently new member there’s no better way of
gelling with the members than a weekend away
or attending one of our parties.
After too many years we won the Inter Chapter
Bowling Competition – well done everyone who
contributed, not least Pete Hillier for organising
the event. Well done also to JB for winning the
Annual Chapter Shooting Competition. Other
events of note during this winter include our
fantastic End of Season Party (quite how
Eileen is going to top that next year I don’t
know) and the race night, which apart from the
fish and chips supper and the
hilarious racing raised a lot of money
for this year’s charity fund. Then
there were the garage days, a couple
of rides, the Harley Boot sale and
Winter Ball, and its only midFebruary.

Dell
Director
them. On VE day, 8th May, they come to us.
For our event we will subsidise a BBQ and
entertainment at the Hogsback Hotel and again
sign the twinning document, but for us this time
– I do hope you will join in the fun on the day.
Why Mons? Well, we have visited the Chapter
on many occasions over the years. They are
very like-minded to Hogsback with their focus
on riding and fun. They have hosted us on 2
Tanks in the Town events and escorted us on a
number of great ride outs around their area.
Last year members of Mons attended
Cirencester (and will have a bigger presence at
this year’s Cirencester) and our ESO party. We
aim to form a relationship that enables us to
both arrange at least a yearly get together or
two (they may involve colourful shirts) and give
a special welcome to any of our members just
popping in as they pass. For our visit to them in
June for the George & Dragon festival in Mons,
Hogsback already have over 70 people going
for the long weekend and this is likely to grow
so it will be a mega ride out.

For new riding members we have
made arrangements to support you
with monthly group riding awareness
sessions hosted by our safety officer
Vince. These are well worth attending
and they form part of the Hogsback
patch entitlement form sign off. If
anyone struggles to attend just have
a word with Vince please.
The Twinning with Mons Chapter is a
significant event for us this year. On
February 29th we visit them and
celebrate in party style including
signing the twinning document for
Hogsback News Spring 2020
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At the end of January, I attended the annual
HOG national directors meeting. Lots of the
work revolves around the administration of
running the Chapter but there are a couple of
items worthy of wider communication.
HOG magazine – you may have noticed a
change to the magazine with it moving away
from being so chapter focussed to more of a
lifestyle publication. This is a deliberate move
to try to appeal to a wider audience by HOG. To
support this the online e-magazine you should
all receive is now more chapter focused and
where you will find some of the articles that
were in the old version.
If members are not getting the e-magazine its
due to you having ticked that don’t send me
stuff box when you initially joined. Just email
customerservices@hog-europe.com or call
0800 1111 223
Finally let me welcome our new Road Marshals
joining the team: Caroline Shotton, Andy
Gladwell, Laurence Tyrell, Mark Halliday & JB
(John Applegate).
Dell Evans
Director

RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP TODAY!
Renew your Chapter membership before the end of March and you will be
eligible for the reduced rate of £20 for riders or £15 for non-riders.
After 31st March the costs go up to £25 and £20.

Hogsback News Spring 2020
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Aaron

Aaron’s Bit

Dealer Principal
So the riding ‘season’ is about to be upon us!
Although I know many of you, including myself,
have enjoyed some great riding days through
recent months despite the weather. As we do
come into season though we do have some
events lined up on the Guildford HarleyDavidson calendar. Coming up is our biggest
event of the year, our annual birthday bash.
This year it is taking place on 28th March.
Entertainment will be provided by the Wavy
Davy band, there will be hog roast and a
custom bike display which will include some
bikes we have been working on recently along
with other guests!

dealership team who are understandably under
a lot of pressure during this time.

Moving forward to May we are busy arranging
a VE day celebration Saturday for the 9th. This
will be in a style of a good old-fashioned street
party with bunting and vintage vehicles.

See you all soon, safe riding.

On a more positive note, thank you to all the
Chapter members that attended the garage
talks hosted by Neil and myself and we really
appreciated the feedback we received. It was
also great to see several of the new members
come and join in.
We are also very excited to see the arrival of
the Livewire in Guildford! I know a lot of you
have been down to see it already but by the
time you read this we will also have the demo
registered and on the road.

Aaron Presley
Dealer Principal

Lastly, I would like to talk briefly about the delay
to our parts deliveries which I know has
affected quite a few of you. Harley-Davidson
are working to complete the upgrade to their
parts order management system and are using
every available resource to address the issues
as quickly as possible. In the meantime, all I
can ask is that you’re patient with the

Hogsback News Spring 2020
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Paul

Paul’s Bit

Assistant Director
Welcome to the new decade and the first
newsletter for 2020. By the time you read this
newsletter, the riding season will be almost
upon us and after months of planning I think
the Road Crew have outdone themselves this
year. The Hogsback Chapter has 102 day
rides, 20 away rides and 29 events including
club nights, garage days, summer BBQs and
EOS parties.

can also ride in support! Please contact Liz for
more details.

The day rides include destinations as diverse
as Chelsea Football Club tours, to the workings
of a Nuclear Reactor. This year we will be
welcoming our friends from the Mons Chapter
(who we joined at the end of February for a
twinning signing event in Mons) to our VE days
celebrations and the UK twinning signing plus a
tour of the English countryside. If you enjoyed
the ride with the Limburg Chapter in 2019 then
come the first Bank Holiday in May, turn up with
an empty bladder and full fuel tank for a
weekend of ride-outs.

Assistant Director

It is going to be a big season so please check
out the web-site, the e-shots and Hogsback
Facebook for all the details. I am looking
forward to riding with you all this coming
season!
Paul Cutler

Again this year we have Robin’s ABC rides,
Vince’s Slow Riding and numerous new
member rides and presentations, including one
on a Sunday for those who have to work
Saturdays. Howard Pullen has come up with
the novel idea of THOGS or Thursday HOGS.
If you are at a loose end or have a free
Thursday, turn up at the dealership and there
will probably be a ride-out going somewhere
that involves food, coffee and maybe some
culture.
The Isle of Wight weekend in May continues to
be the weekend many remember and at the
same time the weekend many try to forget.
Cirencester is getting bigger and bigger and
hopefully this year the weather gods will be
good for a ride-out around the Cotswolds. This
year also has a number of female events, I
assume I can still call them that! A Women in
Motorcycling Exhibition in April and the
International Female Riders Day in May. It
would be excellent to see a big turnout from all
our Ladies of Harley and I assume the blokes
Hogsback News Spring 2020
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Wobin

Robin’s Bit

Assistant Director
The riding season for 2020 is just about on us
and we have already had a couple of rides for
the hardier ones in the Chapter.
Really looking forward to this year and having
just booked 8 cattery spots for our cats it brings
home just how many opportunities within the
Chapter there are to get a weekend away with
nice people.
For new members please don’t think you will be
isolated or ignored, we pride ourselves on
being friendly. There are folk from all walks of
life in the Chapter and the common interest is
the Harley and the love of riding.
I am told that the Chapter Challenge is the
same as last year so register your start mileage
with the service dept at GH-D asap or you can
email me with VIN (in log book and on right
hand front fork) and current mileage. You can
use pictures if you wish.
This starts your mileage for this year and
updates your lifetime mileage in in Ride 365.
You can update it at any time during the year
but you must have two mileages to qualify and
add to the Chapter total in the year.

If its difficult to get to GH-D then just email me.
The other thing I am organising this year is
Cirencester and so far we have sold 91 rooms
and have over 161 members coming, including
members from Iceni, Lindum Colonia, Mons
and 1066 Chapters. It promises to be a great
event and for those of you who are undecided,
just come along, it’s a great venue with
reasonably priced booze and a great ride out.
With a band, DJ Rob Paston, Wavy Davy’s
busking/karaoke and good plentiful food it will
be a fun weekend for all. To register just email
me.
Finally can I wish
you all a great
year and I look
forward to riding
with you.
Robin Seymour
Assistant Director

Becca

Becca’s Bit

Merchandise Officer
Finally, after a long cold winter, we are into the
riding season! I took over the merchandise
officer role in November and since then we
have had a lot of new members joining, which
means a lot more orders being made. I have
started to buy a few different merchandise
products that are available and I am starting to
see what everyone loves the most. My main
priority is ensuring that there is something for
everyone in the club. I am looking forward to an
exciting year ahead with the best Chapter.

Hogsback News Spring 2020
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Merchandise
Officer
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Katie

Katie’s Bit

Membership Officer
It’s membership renewal time!
Membership at the reduced rate ends at
midnight on 31st March, so don’t be an April
Fool.
If you do not renew you will lose:
• Access to the Hogsback Chapter website
member’s pages, with all the details allowing
participation in Chapter events
• Access to Hogsback Chapter Facebook page
for keeping in touch with your friends as they
participate in the Chapter events
• E-shots sent directly to your e-mail address,
keeping you bang-up-to-date with everything
as it happens
• Your right to wear the Hogsback Chapter
Rocker
• Any reservation you may have made to be
included in any Chapter event taking place
after your membership expires
It does sound a bit harsh, but that’s the way it is
and only fair to those who do renew in order to
join in and keep up their membership to such a
great club.

Barcelona so please be patient (especially if
Manuel answers and Basil Fawlty’s on his
case).
I will be at Guildford Harley-Davidson’s
Birthday Bash on Saturday 28th March, but
please help me spread my workload and e-mail
or post your membership form and pay by
BACS as soon as you can.
Those of you who have already paid by BACS
but not sent the form, I do need it filled in and
suitably signed, before I can process your 2020
membership.
If, for whatever reason, you are not intending to
renew, then please just drop me an e-mail at
membership@hogsbackchapteruk.org, or see
me personally of course.
So much to do and enjoy with probably the
best HOG Chapter ever, why would you not
want to participate as long as you can still get
your leg over a Harley-Davidson motorcycle?
See you all at Club Nights
Katie Francis

We are running so many fantastic events with
so many active members, it is April-foolish not
to renew and get your bookings in quick.
To quote the wise words of Donald Trump,
“Don’t be a loser”.
Please ensure that your HOG membership
does not lapse either or you’ll be in trouble, no
HOG membership = no Chapter membership.
That’s the way it has to be, it’s all done by
electrickery, so there’s no fooling the system.
If you need to check your HOG membership,
(Full Membership and Associate membership),
or wish to renew on-line, then visit the ‘Owners’
section of www.h-d.com, alternatively please
call HOG Membership Services Centre on
0800 1111 2223. The centre is now in
Hogsback News Spring 2020
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Liz’s Bit

Liz
LOH Officer

On Saturday November 2nd we had a Ladies
get together at the Rose and Thistle in Frimley
Green where ideas were discussed for events
we would like to do in 2020, nice to see
different ladies there and hear new ideas
discussed over lunch. Baked cheese is so
important to many of the ladies.
Sunday 17th November was the Ladies
Christmas lunch which this year was held at the
Parrot in Forest Green, thanks to Anne for the
suggestion. Eighteen Ladies attended including
several new faces. After the meal we were all
given a sealed envelope containing a discount
on a future meal, just wondering if anyone has
used theirs and did anyone get a 100%
discount?
The festive activities carried on with a trip to the
Christmas market in Winchester on Sunday
30th November by minibus, 14 ladies spent the
day enjoying the delights of home produced
products including food and drink.
Then how could I forget the Christmas carols at
G H-D where the ladies kept teas coffees and
cakes flowing as the Chapter sang carols
So now it’s a new year and the birthday bash
will be here in March so time to limber up and
get ready to BAKE before we ride.
Liz Getgood
LOH Officer

Hogsback News Spring 2020
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Monsieur Secretary’s Bit

Dave
Chapter Secretary

Six months into the new job and I’m now
beginning to appreciate the amount of work
and co-ordination that goes into keeping the
Chapter moving forward and the members
happy. Lots of quality rides and no skimping on
the socials!
Somehow, all this is achieved and we still
manage to raise a bucketful of cash for a
number of charities - over £7,000 last year.
Here’s a quick run-down of some of the other
notable stuff going in the committee.
High on the agenda are the steps being taken
under Vince’s guidance to improve the safety of
members on rides. Attendance at new member
presentations and new member rides to qualify
for your rockers is one of the ways we can
keep riding standards up and the rides safe
and enjoyable for everyone.

The other main project going on at the moment
is an update to the website. Dik Gregory (past
Chapter Director) put the current site together
with his son many moons ago and they need a
big shout out as it has served us all well as a
key means of providing the members with
history, photos and the latest news. Technology
and progress stop for no-one and the site now
needs a refresh. Czes Wicherek and Paul
Cutler have been putting in a lot of time,
thought and effort into this. More news on this
later in the year.
All the best and
happy miles!
David
Hardcastle
Chapter
Secretary

The rise in membership and continued
sponsorship by the Dealer Principal means, yet
again, no membership fee rises this year. A
sufficient cash buffer has built up now for the
Chapter to make the most of firstly, the twinning
with Mons Chapter and secondly a kitty for
celebrations around our 30th Anniversary next
year.

Hogsback News Spring 2020
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Eileen

Activities Bit

Activities Officer
Hi All,
Where does the time go! Another fantastic End
of Season Party, with an amazing 144 tickets
sold and the new bigger venue was a great
success. Everyone looked brilliant in their fancy
dress outfits, the theme was ‘The Movies’ and
some of you were unrecognisable; there were
some really creative ideas. We also had the
pleasure of welcoming some of the Mons
Chapter members, they definitely like to party.
The entertainment from Amy Housewine was
hilarious she went down a storm and for her
second act she sang as herself and had the
dance floor packed. Rob the DJ as always had
us on the dance floor all night till 1.00am.
I am not too sure how I am going to top it for
the next one, but I will try my best.
Charity Race Night was really well attended
with 61 tickets sold, this is always a brilliant
night and a great fundraiser, we raised £832.00
so well done to all of you and a great kick start
for this years charities.

Coming up later in the year, the Summer BBQ
will be on July 4th, again keep a look out for
details on the website.
Before I sign off I just want to say a massive
thank you to everyone that donated raffle
prizes for Race Night and the Winter Ball, your
generosity really is appreciated so A BIG
THANK YOU!
Keep checking the e-shots, the website and of
course make sure you come along to the club
nights where you will get up-to-date info, meet
new and old friends and generally have a great
evening. If you haven’t been to an event yet
and want to see what we all get up to visit the
photo gallery on the website or download some
of the old Newsletters.
As always, thank you all for your support and
for making all of the events such fantastic fun,
and remember without you it can’t happen.
Eileen Ostinelli
Activities Officer

The Winter Ball was brilliant as always with 68
tickets sold, which is perfect for the size of the
venue . It is always a smaller party than the
EOS, but small is beautiful and the Hogsback
Chapter really know how to do it in style, the
ladies all looked beautiful in their ball gowns
and the men were of course very handsome all
suited and booted. We had Blackjack and
Roulette tables with professional croupiers, all
played with fun money with a bottle of bubbly
for the winner.
With regards to future events, next up is VE
day incorporating the Mons Twinning event on
Friday 8th and Saturday 9th May, tickets will
soon be on sale for the 8th May part of the
celebrations, so keep a look out. There will be
a BBQ, music from the Swingsetters and DJ
Rob Paston will also be there, it will be at the
Hogsback Hotel.
All of the details will be on the website shortly.
Hogsback News Spring 2020

12

Axel’s Bit

Axel

Axel’s Bit

Head Photographer
Let’s make some noise in 2020!
No, this time I do not mean the
unmuffled roar of our Milwaukee
engines, but noise on social media
channels.
We all hear complaints on the influence
of social media, how Twitter / Instagram
and Facebook are responsible for
distorting facts, and turn genuine news
and real lies into a mash of fake news.
But always remember: do not feed the
trolls, participate and contribute to real
causes, concerns and wonderful
actions. (Note to self: use less words
like “wonderful” and “awesome”, as it
sounds very Trump’ian).
Be active and don’t be afraid to correct
distortions and misrepresentations.
Back to our Chapter… it is an awesome (used
for the last time in this article - promise)
Chapter, with one of the biggest ride and event
calendars of any HOG Chapter in UK (I dare to
say: worldwide).
In the last 10 years, I regularly posted on our
private Hogsback Facebook page and on
occasions on Twitter. I never got the hang of
Instagram, maybe because its initial focus was
to publish photos pressed through artificial
photo filters, trying to make nice photos out of
actually very bad ones. It felt to me like the
promotion of a fake, and often it was.
Hogsback Chapter has 2 Twitter accounts: the
main one is @hogsbackchapter (no surprise),
supplemented now by @HogsbackPhoto (new
in 2020)

also add one photo and a link as a Tweet on
Twitter. Why? The Facebook group is a private
closed group, not accessible by the public.
Twitter is very public, as are all our Photo
galleries on SmugMug.
Let’s make some noise… and let show the
HOG world what great things Hogsback
Chapter is up to. So please, should you be on
Twitter, please follow these 2 “publishers”, and
when they tweet, please retweet our posts in
your own channels.
Good or bad, that is, in a nutshell, how Social
media works – who likes to smile and enjoy life
in their basement on their own.
Axel Thill
Head
Photographer
Treasurer

The first one is managed and controlled by the
“Director”, and a feed is on the Webpage. The
second one is done by the “Photographer”.
When I publish a new photo gallery I will, as
usual, advertise a link on the Hogsback
Facebook group, and starting this year I will
Hogsback News Spring 2020
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Peter

Peter’s Bit

Head Road Captain
Hello All,
Well here goes with my first piece for the news
letter. So first of all I must say a big ‘Thank You’
to our outgoing Head Road Captain Graham
‘Woody’ Woods. As you may all know ‘Woody’
was the Chapter’s HRC for 20 years and has
done an amazing job, these are certainly big
shoes to fill! I think you will all agree that the
Hogsback Chapter does have the best road
crew going, and I am not only saying that as a
member of the road crew, this is a testament to
the great work ‘Woody’ has done over the last
20 years. And just for your peace of mind, even
though ‘Woody’ has stepped down as HRC his
infamous ‘Midnight Madness’ will still happen,
so let's all put that in the diary for this year.
Hopefully as the new Head Road Captain I will
be able to continue the good work done by
‘Woody’, and not only maintain the high
standard but to improve on it (if possible).
OK a bit about me for those that don’t know
me. I started riding bikes when I was 16 on a
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Yamaha FS1-E, yes the infamous Fizzy! Since
then I have not stopped riding, my daily
commute all year round has always been a
motorcycle. I got my first Harley 11 years ago
and I am now on No. 5 or No. 6, depending
which one I am riding. I have been a member
of the Chapter for 10 years and Road Crew for
6 (3 as Road Marshal & 3 as Road Captain).
One of the good parts about being HRC is that
I get to patch up our new Road Crew, so
please welcome our newly appointed Road
Marshals:
• Caroline Shotton
• John (JB) Applegate
• Andy Gladwell
• Laurence Tyrell
• Mark Haliday
I am sure you will support our new road
marshals in typical HBC way.

14

Peter’s Bit
Further to the appointment of patching up our 5
new Road Marshals I am even more happy to
promote 2 of our existing Road Marshals to
Road Captains. Before I name them though I
would like to point out that to become a Road
Captain a Road Marshal would have to have
completed at least 2 years as a Road Marshal
and then they would be required to pass an
advanced riding course, either IAM or RoSPA.
So it’s nice to know you are in safe hands. Well
without further ado I am pleased to announce
that our 2 new Road Captains are:
• Andy (No Pants) Williams
• Stephen Foster
Once again I am sure you will give them a
great Hogsback welcome in their new role.
Just a quick insight to our Road Crew. All
Chapter Road Crew positions are purely
voluntary and joining Road Crew is by
invitation; once invited it is their decision if they
would like to join, there is no pressure. Once
they have done their training (theory and rideout) they will plan at least 2 day rides and will
support 4 other rides as back marker/sweeper.
All of our Road Crew do all of this and could
possibly also include recce’s, organising
entrances, booking somewhere for lunch stops,
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ensuring parking is available, etc. to ensure
that the ride/day out is enjoyable for all.
So now we have 35 Road Crew to support our
amazing Ride Program which is managed
excellently by our Assistant Director Paul
Cutler, who also happens to be a member of
the Road Crew (got his hands full there).
Well I have probably have said enough but one
last thing before I go. If you don’t know me
don’t be shy, come up and say hello, there are
a lot of us now and we have a lot of new
members which is great. Hopefully I will see
you on a ride soon or at Club Night or GH-D or
even at one of our many great social events
during the year (had to get that one in as my
wife is the activities officer).
That’s all folks, and remember; shiny side up!
Peter O
Head Road Captain
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Vince

Vince’s Bit

Safety Officer
Following a request from some of our new
members I have resurrected the following
article, which can also serve as a reminder to
all, of how Hogsback ride as a group.
Riding in a group, large or small, needs to be
carried out safely. For that reason Hogsback
have worked long and hard drawing
information from various sources to come up
with what we see as the safest method for our
riders and other road users.

All members when they join should try and
attend the new members training day where
they get a chance to see how we, at Hogsback,
ride in a group.
Vince Pyle
Safety Officer

Staggered Formation
When riding as a group on a straight piece of
road the group should adopt the staggered
formation with the lead bike taking up a position
just to the right of centre in their lane. The
following bike should position themselves to the
ride leaders left and a minimum of one second
behind. The following riders will offset
themselves alternately leaving a minimum of two
seconds from the rider directly ahead and a
minimum one second from the offset rider.

When the group encounters the narrowing of the road, be
it from parked cars or moving into narrow winding country
roads, the group should move to single file with the lead
rider adopting a position for safety and visibility. The
following riders will remain in single file with a minimum of
two seconds between them and the rider directly in front.

Hogsback News Spring 2020
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Overtaking on a Dual Carriageway or Motorway
When riding on a dual carriageway or motorway we would generally ride in a staggered formation.
When you want to overtake a slower moving vehicle:
•

Check ahead and behind to
establish if it is safe to proceed.

•

Adjust your speed

•

Get into an overtaking position

•

Indicate to move out

•

Select the appropriate gear

•

Make a lifesaver

•

When safe to do so, accelerate
swiftly past

•

When past continue advancing to
allow the following rider to overtake
too

Overtaking should be carried out one at a time and it is important that overtaking is carried out with
respect for other road users.
You will need to change your position in the stagger to allow the rider that is looking to overtake to
get the best view both in front and behind them.
Do not block lanes to allow the riders in front to overtake as this is illegal and is dangerous both for
you and other road users.
If you are unsure of any of the procedures outlined, please feel free to speak with me or our Head
Road Captain, Peter Ostinelli.
No question is a daft question.

MEMBERS TRAINING DAY

Hogsback News Spring 2020
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EOS Party

Caroline

Saturday November 23rd; the most eagerly
anticipated social event in the colossal
Hogsback calendar had arrived. In excess of
140 happy people arrived at the Hilton Hotel in
Cobham to celebrate the end of the riding
season in authentic Hogsback style.
The event was masterminded by the
irreplaceable Eileen Ostinelli (what would we
do without her?), and the chosen theme for this
year was ‘The Movies’. As you would expect,
our wonderful members rose to the occasion
like the heroes they are. It quickly became
apparent as we gathered in the hotel bar for
pre-shenanigan drinks that this was going to be
a memorable night. From pirates to Pink
Ladies, hatters to heroes; Morticia to monks,
and everything in-between, the array of outfits
was truly dazzling. Everyone had worked really
hard to embrace the spirit of the evening, and it
was brilliant to be part of it all.
After a very tasty buffet dinner, the peerless
Rob Paston got the evening underway with a
great music mix that soon had everyone
making their way to the dance floor. Soon
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everyone was up on the floor throwing down
some shapes, including our lovely guests from
the Mons Chapter. They looked resplendent in
their cuts and kilts, and it was a real honour to
have them celebrate with us.

20

EOS Party
As the evening progressed we were brilliantly
entertained by the very talented Amy
Housewine, aka Paula Delaney. Not only does
she do a stunning impression of Amy, she’s
also a terrific singer in her own right. She
definitely took a shine to a monk who shall
remain nameless; suffice to say he looked like
he was enjoying the attention!
There were a few quiet moments as the
Chapter acknowledged all the hard work that
had gone into making the year such a
monumental success. Everyone said a
resounding ‘thank you’ to all the people that
had given up their time throughout the year to
make it happen, because without them, there
would be no Chapter.
Back to the mayhem; to be honest, after that it
started to get a bit messy and very very silly. I

can’t remember much, but I’m absolutely
positive that there were a lot of very sore heads
for a few days after. As ever, the whole glorious
thing was captured perfectly by the one and
only Axel (we love you). So, if like me if you
can’t remember exactly what happened, just
sneak a peek on Smugmug and relive the fun.
I’m sure everyone says after every EOSP, ‘that
was the best end of season ever’, but you
know what? This one really was!
Caroline
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A Christmas Carol

A Christmas Carol

Wavy Davy

Charles Dickens’ happy tale about the
spirit of Christmas past and present still
entertains and is forever re-invented.
Hopefully Wavy Davy can continue to do
the same, but not just at Christmas.
Having one’s knees surgically assaulted
does not do a lot for one’s ability to leap
about and be very proactive, but
thankfully, the healing powers of music
and the incentive of keeping together a
formidable band of musicians in the Wavy
Davy band has kept me going all winter
long.
A very big “Thank You” to everyone at the
Hogsback Winterball, especially the formidable
DJ Rob Paston and all the lovely ladies who
got on the dance floor with me. Such a
fabulous incentive to get up and boogie, there
is no doubt Hogsback Chapter, we’ve still got
all the right moves.
The wonderful thing about Hogsback
membership is, even without being able to ride
the bike, we can still enjoy so much fun.
December Club Night at Guildford HarleyDavidson was a blast. Beth Williams organised
a Fashion Show and also very kindly invited me

to perform with a short, ‘open-mike’, session.
Needless to say, I dragged John Fluker and
Howard Pullen up with me for a blast of ‘Sloop
John B’ because we can. I also managed to
persuade Jackie Brealey on stage to sing with
me on guitar. It all went swimmingly well until
my guitar cable decided to malfunction! “Sorry
about that, Jackie, but you were great”.
Fortunately both Jackie and Beth were able to
sing a few more songs with the assistance of
more modern technology. Such talent we have
among us. The girls done great.
Del Evans and Katie Francis ‘volunteered’ me,
very soon afterwards, to perform some
Christmas Carols at the Dealership on
Saturday 21st December. No panic of course,
as I’d sung them all in a church choir back in
the 60’s. (Not my 60’s, the 1960’s!).
Not to be daunted and in order to rise to the
challenge, I sought help. Fortunately club
member and friend Martyn Young came to the
rescue. He produced a set of suitable
Christmas Carols with chords that I could utilise
and learn on the guitar. He was also kind
enough to come round and ensure that I was
remembering the melodies correctly too!
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A Christmas Carol
Needless to say, I once again engaged the
necessary moral support from Charity Officer
and erstwhile Hogwash chorister, John
Fluker, (unfortunately, our other chorister,
Howard Pullen, was other-wise engaged in
other charity work), so the stage was set, as it
were. Absolutely no rehearsal time available,
it was very much fingers crossed, but we had
the spirit of Christmas on our side.
At Guildford Harley-Davidson on the allotted
day, there was also support from the
wonderful Ladies of Harley and their cakes, a
perfect combination. Another gift came in the
form of, Jackie Brealey, (once again), who
very kindly agreed to join John and me in
leading the singing.
What an amazing hour we had. It certainly
exceeded my expectations and all my
preparation was well-rewarded. I’ve only ever
performed in a church once before, with one of
my own songs, but this was so much more fun.
Maybe we can do it again next year? Like
everything we do innovatively as a Chapter, it
was a moving experience.

Sticking with Guildford Harley-Davidson, (which
I always do), I’ve agreed with Aaron to provide
musical entertainment for the up-coming
Birthday Bash on Saturday 28th March 2020.
More information will be provided in due
course.
The Wavy Davy Band is back in the rehearsal
studio at Silent Hill and preparing for another
year of entertainment with yours-truly up and
dancing again. The good news is, I have my
favourite drummer, Keith Nichol returned from
touring and, even more good news, I am very
pleased to announce that Jackie Brealey has
joined us as singer. This means that between
us we can rock through even more great songs
and increase our vocal fire-power accordingly.
Watch out people, we will be rocking for you
again very soon.
This is my sixteenth year of membership to this
amazing Chapter and it is a real honour and
pleasure to continue to enjoy the support of so
many wonderful people, long may it continue,
thank you.
Wavy
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Winter Ball

Winter Ball

Kim

Wow! What a fun evening with a great bunch of
people! If you have never been to a Winter
Ball, this is one you must do!
The evening didn’t start off quite as planned
and we arrived fashionably late. However, we
do have a very good excuse… we were at
home watching England beat Scotland in the
Six Nations. However, it would have made
much more sense to book one of the
discounted rooms at Thatchers……will make a
note for next year. The only issue with arriving
fashionably late was there were only a couple
of single places left on separate tables. Now, I
was absolutely fine with this, but when Keith
has had a few drinks he tends to get a bit lairy
so it was probably better that I sat with him to
keep him in line! Thank you to Andy England
and Jim Cordell for taking the time to keep us
together. Thank you very much to Eileen
Ostinelli for making room for us on your table.
We have loved every trip and party we have
attended with the Chapter. But the ball is
different. Everyone was dressed up beyond
recognition and there was no leather in sight (I
say ‘in sight’, but we’ll leave that to your
imagination). All of you ladies looked stunning
in your beautiful dresses and you gentlemen
certainly scrub up very well in your dinner
jackets. There were of course a few rebels who
removed their jackets to reveal very clever and
colourful patterns on their nice white shirts! But
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the best has to be Mick ‘American’ Brealey who
of course had the stars and stripes!
DJ Rob Paston was already in full flow with the
music and before long instructed us to take our
seats ready for the food to be served. I chose
the beef, which I began to regret when the
chicken dish was the first to be served.
However, all the chicken eaters on our table did
the honourable thing and waited until we all
had our food, no, wait, no they didn’t, they
couldn’t wait to tuck in! My beef dinner arrived
and I was not disappointed, it was absolutely
delicious and melted in my mouth. Definitely
the best choice (unless of course you are
vegan or vegetarian). Dessert was quickly
devoured and I was very happy with my choice
of the cheesecake.
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Winter Ball

Then the balloon antics (and innuendos) began
and a competition to see who had the biggest
one. For some reason this always brings out
the competitive streak in all the men! Rob got
out his tape measure to find out who could take
home the sought after title of ‘I have the
biggest one’ but I lost track of who actually won
because so many of them burst just trying to
get them another inch longer! The last
measurement I heard was just over 45”.
However, I think our table won on quantity!
There was an incident with an uninflated
balloon, but this was resolved and no further
action was required. However, I will be keeping
a very close eye (the uninjured one) on Mrs
Rawlings!

The lovely Eileen provided us with a money
voucher for us to exchange for chips. It was
great fun, although it didn’t take me long to lose
all of my chips. I was quickly supplied with
more chips and despite trying my hardest to
lose, I kept on winning! However, Anne Halliday
smashed it and came away (dragged away
kicking and screaming) from the Blackjack
table the overall winner. Well done Anne! When
are you off to Las Vegas?
Thank you Eileen and everyone involved for all
of you hard work organising a very enjoyable
evening. We will certainly be back again next
year.
Kim x

DJ Rob always plays such a great mix of songs
and in true Hogsback style it didn’t take long for
the dance floor to fill up, you guys and girls
really do love a good boogie. Our very own
Michael ‘JB’ Flatley entertained everyone with
his rendition of Riverdance – his little legs were
flying all over the place! Then out came the
inflatables again, only this time they were
guitars and all the rock star wannabes showed
us their moves to the great Status Quo!
In the bar area were the gambling tables
(complete with croupiers), all provided by My
Gaming Table. You could try your luck at
Roulette or Blackjack, but the good thing was
you could be as reckless as you wanted
because we weren’t gambling for real money.
Hogsback News Spring 2020
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The Hogs @ Bisley 2020

The Hogs @ Bisley 2020

Alister

Firstly our thanks to Dell Evans for organising
this spectacular day out and to Ty Kent
(Hogsback member) and all the other Surrey
Borders Gun Club members that gave their
time to mentor us (i.e. make sure we didn’t
point the guns the wrong direction and shoot
someone).
For those who have never visited Bisley, it is an
archaic site covering several square miles and
was originally the rifle range for the army in the
late 1800’s (it is still used today to a lesser
extent by the military). The buildings, which are
home to the various shooting clubs that use the
facilities, look like they are the backdrop for the
sporting clubs of the Raj, complete with
verandas.
The motley Hogsback crew met at Bisley
Pavilion at 08:30 on a rather dull Sunday, but
given it was the first Sunday of February, the
weather was relatively mild and had at least
stopped raining. Most arrived by car, but Bent
(Beck) had, by necessity, come on his beautiful
custom Breakout. He was soaked through and
his HOG was no longer its usual shiny self. JB
(John Applegate) also came on his Hog but
was relatively dry (figure that one out?).
In all there were 14 Hogsback shooters, plus
Alex Thill as team photographer. We were truly
a diverse group, in terms of age, gender,

country of origin and new & existing Hogsback
members. I always thought that Bent was from
the Netherlands, but he was actually from
Norway and has lived in the UK for over 20
years, Soyko is from Japan and Alex from
Germany. Caroline is from ‘somewhere up
North’ and despite living ‘down South’ has
refused to give up her accent. (more about
Caroline later).
The morning
Firstly a safety briefing, followed by signing a
disclaimer. In total there were seven stations to
shoot from, all with a different type of weapon
and a Bisley Borders member to coach us and
ensure our safety and the safety of others. We
were shooting for a prize, who would be top
Hog?
Guns ranged from 9mm AR15 style rifle (think
modern day rifle the USA forces use), .22
AR15, Winchester repeating rifles (think John
Wayne) and a M1 carbine .30 calibre (think
saving private Ryan). The recoil from some of
the guns was very light, but the Winchester
Rifles and the M1 carbine had much more of
a kick and these bullets would inflict some
serious damage.
12:30 the hooter sounds and all shooting
stops (across the whole site), we wander
down to one of the pavilions for a filling pub
style lunch, which gave us all a chance to
chat to each other and make new friends.
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The Hogs @ Bisley 2020
The afternoon
This session made the morning session seem
like elementary school, were we now talking
big, powerful, noisy and smoky weapons!! It
was Black Powder time (okay, the modern
equivalent of). First up was the 1860’s style
Colt revolvers, each cylinder had to be
individually loaded, first the black power,
second the Semolina (yes, you read that
correctly), then the lead bullet/ball. Apparently
the semolina acts as an inert seal between the
black powder and the Ball. In the morning we
had been shooting at 25 metres, for the black
powder weapons we moved in to 10 metres.
Hold the gun with two hands, aim at the target,
pull/squeeze the trigger and BANG, followed by
a cloud of smoke. I look at the target and I
have missed!! To be fair some the guns were
more accurate than others – at least that is my
excuse.
Now for the finale, black power rifles from the
1880’s, one Russian and the other British, the
cartridges and bullets were massive, the guns
weighed in at over 12 pounds each (5kg),
again at 10 metres, aim squeeze, massive
bang, huge recoil and even more black smoke
than the pistols, and MISSED again (and I
thought I was a reasonable shot!!), most did
much better with the British made rifle (think
Michael Cain in Zulu), no wonder they fired in
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volleys as you would probably hit something,
even if it wasn’t the target you were aiming at.
Caroline decided that it would be more fun to
demolish the wooden frame that was some 12
inches from the target, bits of wood flying in all
directions.
The Hogsback shooting prize went to JB, who
scored an excellent score of 45 out of 50 with
the 9mm AR15.
Never been shooting before? Give it a go, you
won’t be disappointed.
Alister
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Technical Talk

Inter-Chapter Tenpin Bowling

ory!
t
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After an improved but still
disappointing second place
last year, Hogsback Chapter
were hungry to take our
rightful ‘First Place’ which we
did quite convincingly.
Determination was rife
throughout the team. In order
to maximise our chance in the
Challenge, two practise
sessions were arranged, with
the help of Dave Smith and
Chewie, to give all bowlers a
few helpful tips for them to
achieve a personal best score.

On Sunday 26th January 2020 Hogsback team
assembled at Crawley Hollywood Bowl to face
our challengers from Invicta and 1066
Chapters. After dividing each Chapter’s fifteen
bowlers equally over eight lanes, the challenge
began in earnest over two games. Competition
was fierce but well humoured as Invicta
Chapter were keen to keep their 2019

Hogsback News Spring 2020

Czes

Champion status, whilst 1066
Chapter were desperate to
hand over their ‘wooden spoon’.

As the first game progressed
the situation was looking
promising for Hogsback, but in
the second game the other two
Chapters made a surge for
glory. Luckily our valiant
Hogsback bowlers were
determined and put their
practise hints and tips to
fabulous use, resulting in a
sturdy win by 237 pins with a stunning overall
improvement of 795 pins over last year.
The whole team enjoyed themselves and
performed extremely well to take the spanking
new trophy. We intend to keep the trophy next
year where it belongs, in Hogsback’s cabinet!
Czes Wicherek
Webmaster
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Technical Talk

Garage Days

David + Brett

Puncture Repair
This garage day was oversubscribed, but
Aaron managed to fit everyone in including the
reserve list and split the group in two. Big
thanks to Aaron, Neil and Simon for passing on
their skills in workshop hours.
The first thing to remember is that it helps if
your bike has alloys (and therefore tubeless
tyres). Secondly, having one of the repair kits
on you is definitely worthwhile and could be the
difference in getting home or leaving your bike
by the side of the road to await collection.
Simon lead our group, and had the pleasure of
drilling the first hole in the tyre up on the workbench. Using the gimlet and rasp to enlarge the
hole then pumped a mushroom shaped plug
into it, pulling it tight then slice off the surplus
protruding out of the tyre. He made it look easy,
and all said and done, it really was. I have
been driving round with one of those kits In my
Engine Talk
I managed to secure a couple of last minute
places for me and my son on the Saturday 25th
January Garage Day. I thought it was a really
interesting session with workshop head Neil
explaining all about engines, including the
different “Stage” upgrades and how they effect
performance.
The main focus was on the Milwakee 8 and
there are 4 upgrade stages. One is the air

top-box for the last couple of years, at least
now I know how to use it.
This is the third Garage Day I’ve been able to
attend. I can’t recommend them highly enough.
David Hardcastle
Chapter Secretary

intake and exhaust, Two is a different Cam
(tuned for hp or torque), Three is a bigger set of
cylinders and Four is larger ported cylinder
heads and throttle bodies. What was interesting
was how sometimes a Stage One can reduce
hp and torque if you pick certain types of
exhaust!
We got to see the inside of a Milwaukee 8 and
how all the bits and bobs move around. There
was loads of free form questions and answers
on everything engine related, including a
lengthy discussion on oil pumps (for the
Touring line owners).
Like I said, I thought it was really interesting,
my 10 year old son on the other hand got
bored after the first hour and buggered off
upstairs for a hot chocolate.
Oh well, I’ve got a few more years to work on
him before he can legally ride a motorbike.
Brett Speed
Editor
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Technical Talk
Harley Davidson’s new VHC system.
A hand brake or Electronic gadget?
Returning back to a Road Glide this year I was
intrigued to see several different electronic
systems being added to enhance both rider
safety and convenience on most new 2020
Touring models. I was immediately drawn to the
VHC (vehicle hold control) which was
something that appeared on the surface to offer

Carl
Road Captain
a ‘hand brake’ option!? So, is it a hand brake or
an Electronic gadget? So, at my first
opportunity I put the system through its paces.
First on the flat to get a feel and then on a
downward and upward slop. The results were
positively outstanding. The bike held in position
when stopped and even I was unable to move
the bike an inch until I activated the release.
So how does it work? Harleys description
below.

The Vehicle Hold Control (VHC) applies and holds brake pressure when activated by the rider
and prevents the motorcycle from rolling after the rider has released the brake controls. The
primary function of VHC is to prevent the motorcycle from rolling when it is stopped – for
example at a stop sign on a hill, in stop-and-go traffic on a slope, or on a steep decline out of a
parking structure. VHC is designed to make it easier to ride away with confidence by
minimising the number of coordinated controls needed to pull away smoothly. The system
applies brake pressure until the rider actuates the throttle and clutch to pull away. VHC may
also be engaged when the motorcycle is stopped on a flat surface if the rider wants to maintain
position without applying pressure to a brake control.
The rider activates VHC by momentarily applying extra pressure to either the front-brake hand
lever or the rear-brake foot control after the motorcycle has come to a complete stop. If rider
brakes very hard to a stop, and holds the brake pressure after stopped, VHC may also set
without any added pressure. The VHC indicator light will illuminate to confirm that the rider has
activated VHC, and the ABS system will hold brake pressure after the rider releases the brake
control. VHC is disengaged automatically as the rider begins to pull away from a stop, or if the
rider applies and releases either brake control.
VHC is not to be used as a parking brake. It will also disengage if the rider lowers the side
stand (on models with a side-stand sensor, not a feature in all markets) or shifts into neutral on
models without a side-stand sensor, or if the engine is turned off. In most situations after five
minutes the indicator light will flash and the VHC will release if there is no rider action.

So, is it a hand brake? Not in the true sense
but it enables the same application with all the
benefits without the ratchet. So, let’s replace
the word ratchet with gadget and you have a
brilliantly designed rider assist tool that for me
is just genius.
Carl Christensen
Road Captain
Rospa Advanced Motorcycle Instructor and
Trainer (Diploma)
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A Christmas Carol

Riding with Storm Dennis
Sometimes we just have to ride, staying home
is not an option, and camping for a day under a
German Autobahn bridge while moaning about
the weather is not really attractive.
Let me first explain 2 terms, “Apparent Wind”
and “True Wind”: Nature provides us the “True
Wind”, we have no control over it, it is what it is.
It can be very weak or zero, but it can be strong
like the days with the Storms Ciara and Dennis.
The “Apparent Wind” is the wind we actually
feel riding our motorcycle, it is very different
from the True wind once we are moving. It is a
combination of the true wind and the wind
stream creating by our motion. If our speed is
zero, the apparent wind is the same as the true
wind.
Once we ride the Apparent wind is what
influences our comfort, if it's strong it can try to
push us into a different lane or off the road. So
it is important to understand the influence of
the different parameters: True wind and
travelling speed, as well as their directions.
Think like a sailor, and strong winds lose some
the menace and surprises, while you
understand how best to react and stay safe.
Let’s look at this (simplified) example: you
come home from a long trip and ride from
Eurotunnel to Guildford (M20/M25/A3) at a
constant speed of
70mph, and the
weather report
announces strong
southerly winds of
35mph (Beaufort 7,
whole trees sway,
difficult to walk
against wind). Note
that storm Dennis
was a 8.

Axel

direction you are riding. That is why I always
set my Satnav display to “North Up”.
Listen to weather report, do not concentrate on
rain, but on wind speeds AND wind directions,
as these have the biggest impact on your
safety. Look at the ride chart below from
Eurotunnel to Guildford: although nothing really
changed, you ride at constant 70mph, with a
strong constant southern wind. At first it all
feels like a 55mph wind hitting you, but after
you turn on the A3, it nearly doubled in
strength. That is when wind gusts become a
problem, as they come from a slightly offset
direction and attack your bike from the side.
Understanding this is a first step to be prepared
for a safer ride. The worst factor for safety is
surprises, so understanding what is happening
while very little has actually changed, will allow
you to better prepare and concentrate on what
nature is throwing at you.
Have always a safe
ride, sailor!
Axel Thill
Head Photographer
Treasurer

Be conscious from
where the True Wind
is coming, be
conscious in what
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ADVERT HERE !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

WORTH
EVERY
PENNY
WHATEVER
YOU RIDE

HARLEY-DAVIDSON INSURANCE
SERVICES* POLICIES INCLUDE
AGREED VALUE AVAILABLE
Including Genuine Harley-Davidson®
Parts & Accessories - dealer approved

£1,250/€1,250 LEATHERS & HELMET COVER
5% SAVING FOR H.O.G.® MEMBERS
UK & EUROPEAN
BREAKDOWN AND REPATRIATION

CALL THE ONLY H-D INSURANCE

0800 977 6878
get a quote online at www.harley-davidson.co.uk/insurance
in the ROI call 1800 800 845 for a quote.

Opening Hours: UK - Mon-Fri 8am-8pm, Sat 9am-5pm. Ireland - Mon - Fri 9.00am - 5.30pm, Sat 9.00am - 1.00pm

HARLEY | RIDER INSURANCETM is arranged and administered by Harley-Davidson Insurance Services. As with all insurances, terms and conditions apply. *Harley-Davidson Insurance Services is
a trading style of Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Limited, registered in England and Wales No 2600841. Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority,
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*Harley-Davidson Insurance Services is a trading style of Carole Nash Insurance Consultants (Ireland) DAC which is regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland. Registered in Ireland No 633718.
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