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The following email addresses can be used to contact 
Officers of the Chapter:

director@hogsbackchapteruk.org
assistantdirector@hogsbackchapteruk.org

secretary@hogsbackchapteruk.org
treasurer@hogsbackchapteruk.org

headroadcaptain@hogsbackchapteruk.org
webmaster@hogsbackchapteruk.org

loh@hogsbackchapteruk.org
charities@hogsbackchapteruk.org
safety@hogsbackchapteruk.org

headphotographer@hogsbackchapteruk.org
activities@hogsbackchapteruk.org

editor@hogsbackchapteruk.org
merchandise@hogsbackchapteruk.org
membership@hogsbackchapteruk.org

roadcrew@hogsbackchapteruk.org
historian@hogsbackchapteruk.org

If you need to contact a specific Chapter officer via email, you can do so using 
the following format: firstname.lastname@hogsbackchapteruk.org
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Hello and welcome to the Autumn 2019 
Newsletter!!
This is the last Newsletter of the year and 
the next one will be out at the start of the 
next riding season in the Springtime™
As usual the year seems to have passed 
me by in a blur. Hopefully the weather will 
get a bit better and extend the time we 
can get out on the bikes before winter sets 
in and the roads become a salty mess. (I 
am an unashamed to admit that I am a 
complete fair weather biker)
Another bumper issue with the usual 
reports and ramblings from our fair 
Members.
We have an extra special article this 
issue. Two members… Two reports… One 
Ride. Who’s will win the “Winefest Off!!”.
Basically I got sent two articles for 
Winefest and as I try to guarantee to put 
everything sent to me in the Newsletter 
(apart from Vince’s reports obviously) I 
had to get creative. Have a look on page 
18 to see my effort.
Read on!!
Brett Speed
Editor
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Well the ride program is just about coming to 
an end folks. However not only have we been 
working on a host of things for you to do in the 
colder darker months, if there’s a nice day we 
will wack a ride on at short notice. When the 
weather gets really bad and you’re fed up then 
the Chapter area in  GH-D on a Saturday will 
always cheer ya up with likeminded Hogsback 
friends to raise the spirits. 

Since the last Newsletter we have a new 
Merchandise Officer in Becca Evans. The 
committee and I thank Margaret for all her hard 
work over the last few years particularly with 
the Chapter related patches and clothing. 

We have a new assistant director announced 
with Paul Cutler taking over from Paul 
Andrews, who will be a hard act to follow. 
Likewise thank you Paul A for your hard work 
and support of the Chapter. Paul C (we need a 
nick name there’s too many Pauls) takes on the 
significant role of organising the ride program 
for next year (no I didn’t know he could write 
either). He has started and we expect to 
release the weekends away and most of the 

events before Christmas with the full program 
later in the winter when dates for some of next 
years events are known.

Membership continues to grow and new 
initiatives like our publicity video and posters, 
along with Jane Robinson’s work to produce a 
stand at events such as those attended by  
GH-D, will be investments for the coming year. 

I am delighted to report that, following the 
Tanks in the Town visit by 49 of us to the Mons 
Chapter, both committees have voted for the 
Chapters to twin. Mons is a Chapter and 
location we visit regularly and by twinning we 
will not only formally recognise our shared love 
of riding Harleys in a Chapter but also boy we 
are going to celebrate and have some joint fun 
going forward – just read the article on the last 
visit in this Newsletter for a taster. We have a 
few Mons members attending our end of 
season party and I will let you know asap when 
we have agreed how to celebrate the twinning 
– sounds like a party here and one over there 
to me.

Director’s Blurb
Dell

Director
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Whilst mentioning the Tanks ride, I must recall 
that it was originally set up by road captain Cliff 
who sadly passed away almost a year ago. 
Hogsback’s own Lesley Everett sent an article 
to the local press which resulted in a big spread 
in the Woking News & Mail reproduced here – 
a massive thank you to Lesley. 

Finally, as this is the last Newsletter of this year 
I want to thank all the Chapter officers and road 
crew for supporting me and making Hogsback 
the hive of activity it is.

Dell Evans

Director
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Hi all! First up thank you for your support with 
our attendance of Horsham Americarna, 
especially seeing as it was a damp one! We 
still managed to speak to lots of people 
between us and people appreciated getting to 
see what the dealership and chapter is about.

I am pleased to announce that work has now 
begun toward the opening of Watford Harley-
Davidson which will be sponsor to Three Rivers 
Chapter! It is likely to be ready to open spring 
2020.

The clocks go back imminently as I write this 
which can only mean one thing! Winter is 
coming. Not all bad news though as it means 
the return of our winter labour deal with a 
reduction of 20% starting from 5th November. 
We have put together package deals for stage 
kits. We can also offer advice on putting your 
bike away for the winter or even preparing for 
use throughout. Also notice-wise please note 
we will be conducting our annual stock check of 
parts and merch on 13th/14th November and 
so aftersales will be closed for these two days 
for business.

Looking forward to December we are hosting 
the last club night of the year. We have planned 
some light entertainment for the evening!

Hope to see you all soon!

Safe riding

Aaron Presley

Dealer Principal

Aaron’s Bit
Aaron

Dealer Principal

Previously only available for our USA cousins 
but now available for us on this side of the 
Atlantic in the Apple App Store or Google Play.

You can plan your ride on the app (it uses the 
included Here maps) then send it by Bluetooth 
to your 2019 & 2020 BoomBox GTS 
infotainment head unit. Can also be used as a 
standalone map on your iPhone if one has the 
earlier boombox versions. 

The routes planned or tracked can be then 
saved to the HD Ride Planner site (located now 
at https://maps.harley-davidson.com/)
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Hi All,

It’s almost time to say farewell to another 
stupendous fun filled Hogsback season.

I sincerely hope that everyone has enjoyed the 
full calendar of rides and events arranged by 
the Road Crew and Committee for 2019.

I am sure you will all join me in hearty thank 
you’s for all the hard work put in by some very 
dedicated individuals.

The Chapter goes from strength to strength as 
more new members join the ‘Family’ and the 
solidarity we have shows through when we are 
faced with the support needed for the sadder 
aspect of riding together. Riding as escort for 
those whom we have lost and paying homage 
to worthy causes and those less fortunate than 
ourselves.

It’s also time to say farewell to me in my 
position as Assistant Director.

Wow! Where did the last three years go!

When I was asked to stand and join the 
Primary Officers team of Hogsback Chapter I 
felt extremely honoured.

The last three years have been filled with 
learning about the workings of HOG and it’s 
Chapters and how that relates to its members. 
Involvement with behind the scenes tussling 
that goes on to help the Road Crew and 
Committee arrive at the smoothly run and 
professionally presented face of Hogsback 
Chapter and on occasions dealing with 
sensitive issues that arise in all Chapters.

I would like to think that I have been able to 
support Dell, Robin and the others during my 
term and wish to thank all those who gave me 
the opportunity in the first place. Above all 
helping Hogsback to continue to be the best 
HOG Chapter going (I’m not biased of course) 
has been at the forefront of my mind during the 
last three years.

The Chapter is a great family and being part of 
“The Elders” (HaHa!) has been a privilege and I 
have made many friends and hopefully not too 
many enemies!

I am not disappearing, just returning to the 
other side of the fence again.

Moving on. Welcome to Paul Cutler, who will be 
the next pair of safe hands in the shared 
Assistant Director position, Paul will be 
fantastic in his new role. His enthusiasm along 
with a great attention to detail doesn’t go 
unnoticed, and he’s a great bloke to boot. 
Welcome mate.

So, last newsletter entry as a Primary Officer.

If you are out riding during the coming months 
take care and ride to the conditions 
surrounding you.

See you on the road.

Shiny side up folks.

Paul Andrews

AD Signing off

Paul’s Bit
Paul

Assistant Director
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Welcome to my first newsletter contribution as 
Assistant Director. Two months in and I am 
starting to get to grips with the operation and 
management of the Chapter. It has been a 
steep learning curve taking over from the very 
capable Paul Andrews. I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank him for all the work he has 
done for the Chapter as Assistant Director and 
Road Captain and for his ongoing mentoring 
support. Funny, he never said it was this much 
work and I can’t help feeling uncomfortable by 
the way he now has a permanent smile on his 
face. 

I recently attended Harley Davidson HOG 
officer training in Brighton. I learned a lot and 
met HOG members from other Chapters in the 
UK, the Nordic region and Italy. It was an 
excellent opportunity to hear how other 
Chapters operate both here in the UK and 
abroad.

For those of you who don’t know me I was born 
in New Zealand and like most kiwis I emigrated 
to Australia in my mid-twenties. I lived there for 
about 20 years, met my wife (who is English) 
and had two children. When I turned 50 we 
sold up everything, packed four suitcases and 
emigrated to the UK for a new adventure. 

I have been riding since I was 15 and have 
ridden most of the modern Harley Davidson 
range. This includes a Sportster Iron 883, Dyna 
Street Bob, Softail Slim, Softail Deluxe and now 
a Touring Road King Special. 

I have been member of Hogsback Chapter 
since the 10th November 2015. It is a real 
privilege to represent Hogsback members as 
your Assistant Director. Whilst I don’t expect 
you to see things change too much, the 
Chapter will continue to evolve and grow as we 
move forward into a new decade. We have a 
great team within our road crew and committee 
with inexhaustible experience and knowledge 
and of course Aaron and GH-D our sponsoring 
dealership. 

And finally we are just over four months away 
from the start of 2020 riding season and the 
Hogsback ride programme planning is well 
underway. The Hogsback Road Crew have a 
fun filled Saturday afternoon in November to 
finalise the logistics before the away trips are 
announced in December and the full ride 
programme is announced in early 2020. 

I am looking forward to riding with you all this 
coming season!

Paul Cutler

Assistant Director

From next issue New Paul will become 
Paul and Paul will become Old Paul. Dell 
will become Aaron, Robin will become 
Axel and Katie will become Eileen. I will 
become gradually more confused until I 
retreat into my own mind and rock 
backwards and forwards humming the 
tune to mario brothers. 
Ed. (or maybe Jeff I’m not sure)

New Paul’s Bit
New Paul

Assistant Director
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Well what a summer that was. Having got back 
from Cascais it was off to Snowdonia which 
despite the problem with water (in Wales??) 
and having to split the hotels it was a good 
event. Then it was Cirencester which seemed 
to go well and no sooner had we finished that 
we started planning for the next one.

See the flyer in this edition and book soon. At 
the time of writing 24 rooms have already gone. 
New for this year is bands for both nights.

It was then time to take the Naughty Boys to 
the Winefest and boy were they naughty!! I am 
not going to say much here but the Gay disco/
nightclub got a very attentive audience. It was 
a great trip and the weather was kind. I only get 
12 rooms for this trip so it fills up very quickly. 
When the rides are released you need to be 
quick.

Don’t forget you need to get your mileage 
verified and your record updated in order for 
your mileage to count. Just go into the service 
dept at GHD and ask them to verify the little 

slips that are there and then they will hand it in 
and the mileage will be updated. You might 
even get a pin.

I am looking at organising a clay pigeon day 
next spring and if any members have their own 
shotgun and would like to be involved please 
email me so we can chew the fat and organise 
it.

Now it’s down to planning next year and getting 
the winters activities sorted. Far more to do 
with Eileen than me so I can have a rest.

Ride safe, give GHD your mileage and see you 
soon.

Robin Seymour

Assistant Director

Robin’s Bit
Wobin

Assistant Director
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What an amazing season of riding we’ve 
enjoyed over 2019.

We’ve had lots of new members join us over 
the last few months too, a great sign of a 
flourishing and successful Chapter.

The rides have kept coming, week after week. 
If the weather’s good enough and road 
conditions acceptable, there’s always riders in 
the Chapter willing to join up with our 
indomitable Road Crew for a ‘bimble’ to 
somewhere. Even when it has to be made up 
as you go along.

Fortunately for them, recent new members can 
continue to reap the benefits of membership by 
joining us at our winter events. We have 
Bowling, the Winter Ball and Race Night to look 
forward to. These are all great opportunities to 
join in and get to know everyone.

Renewals for everyone, for 2020, start after the 
Remembrance Ride. There’s no rush, you have 
until the 31st March to take advantage of the 
lower price for riders and pillions.

I will be at Guildford Harley-Davidson on 14th 
December, from 10am until 1pm, for mince pies 
and membership.

Naturally, I’m always available at Club Nights.

Katie Francis

Membership Officer

Katie’s Bit
Katie

Membership Officer
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A very social time was had at the get together 
for the Ladies of Harley at Cirencester, we were 
very pleased to see a couple of Ladies from the 
Mons Chapter joining in and hopefully enjoying 
themselves. Many thanks to Eileen and Wendy 
for organising the event. 

Then we had our Macmillans coffee morning at 
the Dealership on Saturday 7th September 
alongside the Boot sale. A busy but successful 
day with plenty of cakes and a wide selection of 
coffees and teas which raised £400.04 for 
Macmillan charity. 

We had prizes for:

Best Savoury Bake – The Berni Award went 
to Alison Green for her Sausage Rolls.

Best Buns – The Calender Girls Award went 
to David Germaine’s Wife for her Lemon 
Drizzle iced buns.

Best Cake – went to Steve Summers for his 
fruit cake.

Best Female Baker – Went to Sue Hiller.

Best Male Baker – Went to Darrell Clamp.

Spot the Error – Went to the eagle eyed 
Alison Green.

On Saturday November 2nd there will be a get 
together to plan what the Ladies would like to 
do in 2020. This is open to ALL Ladies even if 
you‘d just like a chatty lunch. It will be from 
1pm at:

Rose and Thistle

1 Sturt Road

Frimley Green 

Surrey

GU16 6HT


Sunday 17th November is our Christmas Lunch  
and will be held at:

The Parrot 

Horsham Road

Forest Green

RH5 5RZ


The festive activities carry on with a trip to the 
Christmas market in Winchester on Sunday 
30th November by minibus, all the spaces have 
now been filled, although you could join us 
there.

Hopefully we’ll all get to meet each other at 
some point before the end of the end of the 
year

Liz Getgood

LOH Officer

Liz’s Bit
Liz

LOH Officer
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Steve’s Bit
Steve

Chapter Historian

100,000 miles on a Harley?

That’s equivalent to riding from Land’s End to 
John of Groats over hundred times, following 
the Tran Siberian railway, the longest railway 
trip in the world, from Moscow to Vladivostok 
over twenty times, or riding over four times 
nonstop around the equator, if there was no 
water in the way!

There are a few members of Hogsback who 
have already achieved this landmark mileage 
and we would like to acknowledge this on our 
website by adding your name to our list of 
“Hogsback High Milers”

You may have signed up for the HOG mileage 
scheme when you bought your first bike and 
already received your coveted 100,000 mile 
badge from HOG or, like me, you never 
bothered to sign up and have stilled clocked up 
over 100,000 miles on Harleys.

If you think you qualify to be added to this list of 
“High Milers” please email me 
(steve.cork100@gmail.com) with your name, 
proof of 100,000 miles completed and a 
relevant quote. We will then add your details to 
the list in the History Section of the Website. 

We anticipate it will look something like the 
section below.

I look forward from hearing from you!

Steve Cork

Road Captain,Chapter Historian

Hogsback High Milers
Steve Cork – Hogsback member 003 – 
joined 1998. Over 100,000 miles completed on first 
Harley, Dynaglide Sport, followed by another 
35,000 on Road King and 10,000 on current Fat 
Bob. 

Steve’s quote “Seen a lot of places, met a lot of 

mailto:steve.cork100@gmail.com
mailto:steve.cork100@gmail.com
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Hi All.

Well this year is flying by, since the last 
Newsletter we have had the Convergence Rally 
at Cirencester, always a great weekend away 
and definitely one to put in the diary for next 
year. The Summer BBQ welcomed the Limburg 
Chapter this year and was really well attended 
with over 90 tickets sold. We were so lucky with 
the weather and the views from the gardens at 
the Hogsback Hotel were spectacular. Plenty of 
good food and the band had everyone on the 
dance floor all night.

Next up is the End of Season party, we have 
sold over 140 tickets which is brilliant, it will be 
a great night. We have Amy Housewine booked 
who is hilarious and a great entertainer, she is 
also a brilliant singer in her own right .We also 
have Rob Paston who always keeps the dance 
floor full. The theme this year is ‘The Movies’, I 
can’t wait to see how creative you all get with 
your outfit’s, always great fun. 

I have a few ideas for the winter months on the 
go and am already planning for next years 
Winter Ball and Summer BBQ.

Keep checking the e-shots, the website and of 
course make sure you come along to the club 
nights where you will get up-to-date info, meet 
knew and old friends and generally have a 
great evening. If you haven’t been to an event 

yet and want to see what we all get up to visit 
the photo gallery on the website.

As always thank you all for your support and for 
making all of the events such fantastic fun, and 
remember without you it can’t happen.

Eileen Ostinelli

Activities Officer

Eileen’s Bit
Eileen

Activities Officer
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The season nears it’s end and preparation for 
2020 are in full swing. The very rich photo 
galleries will receive a bit of their annual TLC, I 
usually add little “Month” markers in the full 
year overview to facilitate browsing. Also, some 
galleries are out of chronological order – this is 
due to the fact that some are created at a later 
date and need manual adjustment so we can 
start 2020 with a brand-new segment in the 
galleries.

At the last committee meeting we approved to 
patch a new Chapter Photographer, so please 
join me in welcoming Becca Evans as a new 
Chapter Photographer. In recent years she 
contributed whole galleries of her adventures 
from the interesting view of a pillion rider (and 
late night dancer).

As Treasurer, I can report that we are in good 
financial health. We managed carefully our 
administrative expenses, while our spending 
focus was on promoting fun for our members. 
Thank you to all Committee members who 

contributed to this goal, but first in line my 
praise goes to our wonderful activities officer 
Eileen Ostinelli. This years EOS will break new 
records, and as treasurer I have the privilege to 
see future projects early … WOW, you will be 
amazed.

Winter may be a dull riding season, as 
Photographer I will have less work, but as 
Treasurer it is the most active period of the 
year as membership renewals and first 
deposits for 2020 rides hit the accounts. Our 
annual membership income increased slightly 
by 2.2% for the period 1. Nov – 31 Oct. As 
“officially” the last ride of a season is on 
Remembrance Day, all membership fees 
received after 1 November are treated as 2020 
fees. About 20% of our members pay their 
dues for the next season early, in the month of 
Nov/Dec. I encourage this as it spreads these 
payments over more months from November to 
February.

Axel’s Bit
Axel

Head Photographer
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Many members seem to love our membership 
officer Katie, as 45% of you pay cash to her on 
Club Nights, 55% of our members pay by bank 
transfer. It is your choice, but personally I prefer 
bank transfers as it can be traced in the many 
enquiries we receive. 

But ONE BIG REQUEST: when paying by bank 
transfer, do not enter your name in the 
reference as I can already see the name of the 
person who sent the money. In the reference 
field, just enter “MEMBER”, and if you know it 
add your 3 digit membership ID, so enter 
“MEMBER123”. Nothing more, nothing less. 
The reason is that some banks cut off the 
reference after 12 characters, and we end up 
questioning if you pay deposit for an event or 
you membership fee.

This also may be of interest – you might have 
seen that many rides have odd numbers as 
deposits. In 2019, it was £43 for RNLI, £51 for 
Tanks, £52 for Normandy, £55 for Steaks and 
£56 for Weinfest. The reason is again the often 
problematic reference field, and the “unique” 
amount helps identify the reason behind the 
payment.

So please: In “reference” do not enter your 
name, just a short identification of the event, 
like “CIREN” or “RACENIGHT”. Thank you very 
much.

Now let’s enjoy the last rides of 2019, and party 
unbridled into 2020, starting with the EOS on 
November 23.

Axel Thill

Head Photographer

Treasurer
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Venue  Royal Agricultural University
Dates  14th August – 16th August 2020

Room Availability
Double/twin rooms
Single rooms

Plus limited camping and
Motor home/caravans

All parking is barrier parking and you
will be able to park outside your rooms.
Security guards patrol the site.

Weekend price includes
Welcome Coffee
Room and Breakfast for two nights
Servery dinner for both nights
Welcome pack and pin
Rideout and lunch
Band & Disco (Friday) 
Band & Disco  (Saturday)

All meals + room or camping
Ensuite Single £165
Ensuite Twin £275

Ensuite Double £285 
Campers/Motor homes/caravans
£80 per person
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Come and enjoy a rally in great surroundings 
with like minded people and a fantastic rideout 
through the surrounding area.

Route into reception and accommodation will 
be signed. Meal tokens will be provided. No day 
tickets, only full weekend.

Hawian Friday 
15.00 Arrival & Registration
16.00 Bar opens
18:00 Dinner
19.00 Disco & Band
00.00 Bar closes

Saturday
08.00 - 09:30 Breakfast
10.00 Briefi ng & Rideout
 including Lunch
16:00 Bar opens
17.00 LOH Gathering
19:00 Dinner
21.00 Band
01.00 Bar Closes

Sunday
08.00 - 09.30 Breakfast
 & Tear down
Depart by 12. 00

Come and enjoy a rally in great surroundings 

Book early to avoid disappointment
£50.00 Non returnable deposite.

BOOKING & more information contact
robin.seymour@hogsbackchapteruk.org

WEEKEND CHAPTER
GIANT JENGA CHALLENGE
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Debbie David

The long awaited annual pilgrimage to the Weinfest in 
Bernkastel-Cues, Germany, began with a very early 
start from our overnight stay at the Premier Inn in 
Ashford. Thankfully all 14 bikes made it to the 
Eurotunnel in good time after a detour around the 
houses because of overnight closures on the M20.

Having arrived in Calais, a long day lay ahead with 
around 300 miles between us and our destination. 
However, with the weather on our side and the 
Naughty Boys behaving themselves, we cracked on 
through France and Belgium into the Rheinpfalz region 
of Germany. 

We finally arrived at the stunning Hotel Moselauen in 
Bernkastel-Cues by mid afternoon. After a refreshing 
shower and long awaited beer on the terrace (from 
where there are some spectacular views of the river 
and town), we headed to dinner at the Guterhalle “Alter 
Bahnhof” where many a glass of the home brewed 
beer was consumed! 

A perfect ending to a rather long day.

Debbie

It’s one of those rides that everyone recommends as a “must do”, so this year Jean and I "did do", 
along with 16 others including 4 very Naughty Boys!

Meeting up in the Premier Inn at Ashford, our friendly waitress was the first to be serenaded to the 
sound of Happy Birthday, despite her protestations! Early start to meet up with the remaining two 
bikes and off onto an unfeasibly early train into Calais. Motorways for most of the route with Vince 
and Martin minding our backs and 325 miles later we pulled into the underground carpark of the 
hotel Moselauen, and all by 4pm.

The beautiful modern hotel was really well placed to explore the old town over the bridge, but just 
out of earshot of noisy revelries. On to the Bahnhof Brauerei for wheat beer, pork shoulders and 
schnitzels and a rousing chorus of Happy Birthday to our waiter for the evening.

David

Two Reports… 

Two Members… 

One Ride… 

Who will win… 

Winefest-
Off!!
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Day 2 started with a hearty breakfast and 
warm bright sunshine. Meandering through 
the vine covered hills and with the huge 
Mosel river to one side or the other, we rode 
through small villages (traditional to the 
region and each promoting their own wine 
festival) before stopping off in the beautiful 
town of Cochem, with its spectacular castle 
on the hill, for coffee and a large portion of 
cake!

Suitably refreshed, and after a run up to 
Koblenz H-D for a bit of retail therapy, we 
bimbled back to the hotel for a quick shower 
and some light refreshment up on the 
terrace.

Dinner this evening was in an Italian 
restaurant opposite the hotel, before we 
headed off over the bridge and into the main 
area for the winefest festivities. There was 
wine in abundance and street food stalls 
aplenty, bands and dancing and a brilliant 
party atmosphere.

A day of beautiful scenery and local tradition.

Debbie

Up the Mosel next morning to Cochem for 
coffee and cakes, then on to Koblenz to the H-
D dealer for some retail opportunities. 
Returning over the plain then down hairpins 
and wonderful twisty hilly roads - a bikers 
dream - past towns where every surrounding 
hill had an old castle perched on top. Along 
forest roads and past Frankfurt Hahn airport 
with the now empty concrete bunkers of the 
cold war era.

Back in Bernkastel, four of us found a very 
good curry house and, having bought our wine 
glasses earlier, set off to get them refilled while 
listening to a variety of Oom-pah bands 
knocking out such classics as Delilah and I 
Shot the Sheriff. Meanwhile, on a separate 
mission, the Naughty Boys discovered the only 
gay nightclub in the village! This fairytale town 
has a picturesque location on the banks of the 
Mosel river, nestled in the valley and 
surrounded by vine covered hills and woods.

David
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Day 3 started with the promise of a hot day. 
The sun was shining as we made our way 
through the town of Piesport and its 
famous surrounding vineyards. This was a 
good opportunity for the keen biker to test 
their skills on the bends as we wended our 
way uphill out of the town. At the top, there 
was an amazing view of Piesport and the 
river and so, the traditional ‘Gruppenfoto’ 
was taken with this as the backdrop.

As the day got hotter, and our biking wear 
became a little uncomfortable, we decided 
to head back to Bernkastel so that we 
could spend some more time in the town. 
Again the main squares and streets were 
filled with people, and there was more wine 
and bratwurst consumed before heading 
back to the terrace in the evening for a 
front row view of the celebration fireworks.

Despite a well timed rain shower, a 
dramatic lightning storm compliments the 
fireworks.

Debbie

Saturday saw us riding through the town of Piesport and up the thrilling hairpins on the 
L50, to a magnificent view of the town on a peninsular in one of the many bends of the 
Mosel. On to the Konz/Trier Harley dealer for more shopping, then an abortive trip to find 
a brewery for a tour and lunch, but someone must have moved it! So, back down the 
hills to freshen up for a bite and meeting up on the hotel balcony for drinks and watching 
the fireworks over the town. While awaiting the fireworks, the heavens opened and we 
had spectacular thunder and lightning, which dampened the firework show later.

David
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Day 4 was cooler and the town was definitely showing the signs of the ‘day after’. It was 
quiet and tranquil as our group boarded the Moselprinzessin on the quayside. It is one 
of many pleasure cruise boats on the Mosel and we spent a couple of hours drinking 
coffee (or beer!) cruising along the river.

Arriving back on land, and, feeling peckish, it was time to sample some of the sweeter 
offerings like Nutella crepes and ice cream – this trip is not for the dieter! 

The town was now filling up with people who were securing their places for the best 
view of the parade and, so, we ensconced ourselves on the bridge, an ideal position for 
wine tasting opportunity! 

The parade consists of exquisitely decorated floats and traditionally dressed locals 
celebrating their previous years wine crop and there is much friviloity and wine flowing.

The final evening meal was, again, at the “Alter Bahnhof”.

Debbie

We took a boat ride on Sunday, a 
couple of kilometres up and down 
stream on the Mosel and of course 
the waitress serving drinks enjoyed a 
rousing Happy Birthday chorus from 
the Naughty Boys! After some free 
time to grab lunch, we all met up on 
the main town bridge to watch the 
carnival procession of floats from 
many of the local wine producers. 
Back to the Bahnhof in the evening, 
where yet again, it was the waiter’s 
birthday! Hang on -is something 
going on here!?? 

David
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Day 5 was an early start for long trek back to Calais. This was 
mostly main roads and motorways so that we could make 
good progress back to the Tunnel. We said goodbye to the 
Naughty Boys enroute, who were spending another night in 
France. 

I have to say, they have been very well behaved on this trip!

The rest of us managed to get on same train, and, despite 
some concerns for Charlies bike, we bid each other farewell 
and headed our own way home.

Yet again, this was another incredibly successful Weinfest 
with excellent roads, beautiful weather, spectacular scenery 
and, as always, great company.

Thank you Robin for all of the planning and leadership, and 
also Vince and Martin for protecting our backs.

We look forward to next year…

Debbie

Up early on Monday for the ride back, the 
Naughty Boys (splitters) left us to continue 
their revelries in Dunkirk, where somehow 
they found a waiter celebrating a birthday!

Big big thanks to Robin and Beverly for 
organising the whole trip to make it such a 
pleasure, to Vince (and Debbie) and Martin for 
minding our backs. 5 days of glorious riding, 
good friends, good food and of course, on a 
trip like this the wine has to get a mention!

David

The Verdict… 
Staying Power: Debbie 
David’s stamina tailed off towards the end 
and word count dropped significantly.

Most Winey: Debbie
Debbie used the word “wine” 6 times David 
only 3. It's a WINEFEST!!

Thank Yous: David
Whilst Debbie thanked the Robin, Vince 
and Martin for their hard work, David also 
thanked Beverly and Debbie too.

Special Editors Award: David
Even though they weren’t high res, David 
took the time to attach photos to his report. 
Debbie did not!

IT’S A TIE!!!  
Next Issue: Winefest-Off-Off!!
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This was my fourth Chapter trip abroad (5th if 
you include the Isle of Wight!) and it was an 
absolute blast.

All the trips have been fantastic, but Tanks in 
Mons will be hard to beat for pure exhilaration 
and having the most fun you can have without 
ending up in detention. 

The trip was originally to be led by the 
legendary Cliff Michie. Quite a few of us who 
went to Ypres with him in 2018 signed up as 
soon as this year’s programme was published. 
The destination was irrelevant. With Cliff’s 
navigational prowess who knows where we 
could end up? 

Now that he’s on the Harley ride out in the sky, 
our Glorious leader Dell Evans took the reins 
and did Cliff and the rest of us proud.

The trip coincided with celebrations to mark the 
75th anniversary of the Liberation of Mons. If 
there’s one thing those Belgians can’t get 
enough of (apart from chips with mayonnaise) 
it’s a good old Military style knees-up. I won’t 
be able to do this escapade justice, but will do 
my best…

Day 1. Hogsback Chapter are Go

With the Sun rising over Clacket Lane Services 
the early tranquility was shattered by the 
exquisite thunder of ten V Twin engines primed 

and ready to rumble. Paul “I ‘ate you” Cutler led 
our intrepid adventurers through the last of the 
morning mist on to the M25 like an Antipodean 
Fat Bloke on a Bike. Good work fella!

Before you could say 
Llanfairpwllgwyngyllgogerychwyrndrobwllllantys
iliogogogoch we had met up with the rest of the 
group at the Euro Tunnel and with the minimum 
of fuss 33 bikes and 49 bikers were all aboard 
and heading to Calais. I love that feeling when 
you’re just setting off on a trip. Lots of smiling 
faces, excited chatter and a brilliant vibe all 
round. If only you could bottle it.

The trip to Mons via the motorway was swift 
with a lunch break on the way. As we left the 
toll road for the final approach to our 
destination the first in a series of unforgettable 
events began to unfold. 

We had a welcome committee made up of 
Mons Chapter members and the local 
Constabulary. 

‘Zut Alors’ we all thought. Are they sending us 
back? Are we being deported? No way!
Continued on next page…

Tanks in Mons Richard
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They were there to escort us to our Hotel. One 
of the Mons Chapter members, Tanguy, (more 
of him later) is also a Bike cop. What a touch. 
He had arranged a Police escort specifically for 
us. It was a fantastic experience to whizz 
through the streets surrounding Mons without 
having to pay the slightest attention to traffic 
lights, junctions or other road users. With lights 
flashing and sirens blaring they blocked 
everyone and everything in our way. Surely the 
best way to travel. They escorted us literally to 
the door of the Hotel Lido in the heart of the 
City. 

Once the bikes were unpacked and safely 
locked in the underground car park it was time 
to freshen up and head for the Grand Square 
where you find a large variety of restaurants 
and bars to help wile away the hours. After a 
good meal and quite a few Leffe Blonds it was 
back to the Hotel and the famously combustible 
bar/reception staff. Let’s call them Mr X and Mr 
Y (Oh Why?). 

In a turn up for the books Mr Y was on top form 
and as far as I can ascertain there was no 
tutting, sighing or harrumphing from our Host at 
any point during that first night. Clearly 
whatever medication he’d been prescribed 
since the previous Hogsback visit was having 
the desired effect. Or was it?

The bar was full of noise, laughter and all forms 
of joviality when Martyn Young suddenly 
appeared with a bronze Buddha he’d found in 
the hotel. I for one thought there was a 
dazzling resemblance to our 
hero, but Mr Y (the Belgian) was 
having none of it and with a 
face like a slapped backside, 
swerved and sidestepped his 
way through the crowd of 
revellers to confiscate the 
statue and place it safely behind 
reception. He made no noise 
during this interlude but if there 
were awards for dirty looks and 
disdainful airs, this boy would 
be festooned in the things. The 
fun carried on regardless and at 
2.30am I bid farewell to Czes 
(Webmaster or Vampire?) 

Wicherek and quietly crashed, banged and 
walloped my way into room 205 so as not to 
wake my lovely slumbering Sadie. 

Day 2. The Rolling Siege of Mons

Hot Dogs? For Breakfast? What next, 
cornflakes for Sunday Lunch?

Saturday saw everyone dressed in special 
Hogsback ‘Tanks in Mons’ commemorative T 
shirts, the brainchild of our very own Julian (19 
quid a pop) Bennett. All the Ladies of Harley 
(Harley’s Angels?) looked fabulous in white 
while the Gents looked dashing and dangerous 
in green. The design is brilliant incorporating 
Hogsback, Mons, Tanks, Harleys and fittingly, 
Cliff’s face overseeing proceedings. Seriously 
good work Julian. You may have started 
something mate!

First stop was a military flea market where 
everybody tried to conceal the guns, grenades 
and machetes they’d purchased so as not to 
arouse the suspicions of the authorities. Across 
the road was a large area set aside for all 
things Tank. Big ones, small ones and some 
that were just daft. Surely there must be a Tank 
for every occasion. If you wanted a ride on one 
it was yours for 40 euros! Lovely Anne Halliday 
informed us that you can buy one for that price 
up North! 
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Back on the bikes and a quick zoom to the 
Mons Harley Davidson Dealership where we 
were welcomed by the local Chapter including 
Tanguy, this time in his Biker gear, and Despe, 
one of the main guys and a stalwart 
throughout. We had refreshments and spent a 
while perusing the delights on offer and feeling 
jealous of the space at the dealership given 
over to our Mons Chapter counterparts. 

Next thing you know we were whisked off by 
our hosts for a ‘90 minute ride’ around the area 
with the Mons guys acting as our guides and 
blocking roads and junctions in a similar 
fashion to the police the day before. All you 
need is a stick with a circle at the top and 
motorists obey you! I’m putting one on my list 
to Santa. The local riders seemed to enjoy 
themselves, whizzing passed us at great speed 
to get to the next destination that needed the 
application of their magic lollipops. In fact, they 
enjoyed it so much they kept us out for a bum 
numbing two and three quarter hours! That’s a 
lot of minutes. Lennon and McCartney must 
have had a similar experience before they 
wrote The Long And Winding Road!

As part of the ride we stopped at the Saint 
Symphorien Military Cemetery. It honours the 
dead of both sides in WW1. John Parr and 
George Lawrence Price, the first and last 
Commonwealth Soldiers to die in the Great 

War, are both buried here. Gordon read out a 
specially prepared poem as we stood and 
pondered the barbarity of war and our good 
fortune not to be born in times that decimated 
generations. At the end of his poem Gordon 
namechecked Cliff and our thoughts turned to 
him. It was an emotional and poignant moment. 
Hats off to you Flash. God Bless You Navigator.

If you want to get ahead get a hat…

After the lollipop wielding Belgians released us, 
we had about 10 minutes to prepare for the 
evening’s entertainment, laid on once again by 
the brilliant Mons Chapter at the dealership. 
They provided a fleet of cars and ferried every 
one of us there and back to the hotel. They 
really pushed the boat out.

Paella, Steaks and Pizzas were all on offer and 
everyone was given pins, keyrings and HD 
lanyards as mementos. We had a brilliant time 
and as is Hogsback lore everyone dressed in 
our best (?) Hawaiian shirts. There was also 
some remarkable headwear on show including 
Chris Doody’s ubiquitous Pith Helmet and a 
straw hat sported by young Fred that looked 
like it could survive the apocalypse. 

The Pith Helmet was last seen trying to chat up 
a potted plant at the bar!
Continued on next page…

So here these brave men lay together after those years of bloody war the first and the last,

They represent so much loss for so little gain! we should not forget the lessons of the past.

If one day men should talk of another world war,

Its to your suffering and great sacrifice they ignore.

Bring them here to your place of rest, let them see the monumental waste!

Maybe they will not be so quick to war in so much haste.

Let your head stones tell the story, 

About lives lost and not of glory.

Now rest in peace with your band of brothers,

Hand over the baton of history so we may tell others.

Dedicated to all that gave their lives from the first the last, their ultimate sacrifice, from JOHN 
HENRY PARR to GEORGE LAWRENCE PRICE.

In memory of our dear friend  CLIFF MICHIE (the navigator)

By G J Allen
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‘Y’ I oughta…

Back at the Lido it was clear that Mr Y missed 
the part of his Hotel and Catering Diploma that 
dealt with customer care. When Chris Pollard 
tried to add an extra Leffe to his bar order he 
was met with a loudly barked ‘No! You asked 
for two! You’ve got two!’ Once the steam from 
Chris’ ears had cleared, Mr Y stomped all 3 
metres to the fridge like a cross between John 
Inman and an Angry Dalek to get the 
incendiary third beer. 

Why they keep the ‘NOT SELF SERVICE!’ 
fridge the wrong side of the Bar snuggled 
amongst the customers I will never know. Staff 
fitness perhaps. I had a similar tete a tete with 
Mr X the following evening trying to save him 
time while he was busy at reception. Never 
again! Mr Y later confided to the wonderful 
Irene that he’d worked there for 24 years with a 
tightwad employer who didn’t believe in 
spending money on things like wine supplies! 
Or staff! Or a fridge behind the bar. Poor Sod. 

Mr X shook my hand at the end of his shift and 
apologised for the aggravation and I had a 
similar scenario with Mr Y the next day who 
smiled and said he was looking forward to 
seeing us next time! Blimey! The fact that his 
nose grew about a foot at this point just 
emphasised his sincerity. To be fair, they work 
very hard in less than ideal conditions and their 
antics are quite entertaining. 

Welcome to the Twilight Zone…

A mysterious apparition was spotted haunting 
the hotel corridors in the wee small hours. A 
poor soul forced to wander the Earth for 
eternity? ET looking for his phone? Belgian 
Ghostbusters narrowed it down to two possible 
entities. It was either Casper the Friendly Ghost 
or Chris Pollard the Grumpy Old Git. Have a 
guess! Clueless as to how this happened the 
Ghostbusters left us to pick up the pieces. I 
think the only plausible explanation is that Chris 
was abducted by Aliens, vigorously probed and 
unceremoniously dumped back in the hotel, 
naked and keyless when they got bored of him. 
He did look rather startled in the morning!

Day 3. Why does my head hurt?

After Breakfast we headed off to join 2000 
other Bikers for a charity ride out in aid of the 
local Police Charity. After registering and 
paying our fees we were off. We were near the 
front of the line with the Mons Guys. I have no 
idea how long before the last bike started but it 
must have been ages. Tanguy was back in his 
Police garb and along with his colleagues, did 
what comes naturally and cleared the roads for 
us. 

After a couple of hours and a spot of lunch we 
made our way back to the hotel to get ready for 
the main celebration in Grand Square that 
evening. It was a big old bash with tons of 
tanks and jeeps, a military band, local 
dignitaries, anthems, marching et al. The place 
was packed.

Once the event started to quieten down it was 
time to eat. With no set dinner that night it was 
make your own arrangements and most of us 
seemed to make the same one and a horde of 
Hogsback members trundled off to the ‘cook 
your own’ steakhouse in the Square. They 
were a bit iffy about the numbers and we 
subsequently found that there was only one 
waiter on duty that night covering a busy two 
storey restaurant. Nightmare. 
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International Rescue

Anarchy and starvation were on the cards until 
Justin P stepped up to the mark, seizing the 
day and the menus and taking all the drinks 
and food orders. It was a sight to behold 
especially if you like watching a chubby South 
African in full flight. Jesus feeding the 5000 was 
nothing on this. Nice one J. He was rewarded 
with a steak that would make your eyes water. 
In another example of international 
cooperation, Scott’s wonderful partner Naomi 
translated all our garbled questions to the Chef, 
Waiter and various other French speakers over 
the weekend and all the answers back. God 
Bless Canadians, particularly this one. 

Back to the hotel for a wee bit more wildness 
and a good (??) old sing song (see Keith ‘from 
the 50’s’ Jackman for video evidence) before 
Dell called us all to order so he could make an 
announcement. The new Assistant Director of 
the Chapter was/is going to be Paul (not an 
Aussie) Cutler. Hooray and well done Mate. 
Photographer, Road Marshal and Assistant 
Director. World domination beckons! Once the 
hubbub had died down it was time for bed and 
preparations to go home.

Ding Dong Merrily…

Christmas came early for the Applegate family 
as while we were all fast asleep, Santa arrived 
at the hotel car park and delivered Johnny and 
Helen a gorgeous, shrink wrapped sportster, 
identical in every detail to the one they already 
had. You can imagine the excitement that  

morning. Thank You Santa and all your helpers. 

Day 4. The Road Home

Scrubbed, fed and watered it was time to head 
home. Tanguy (Cop, Assistant Director, Road 
Captain and Webmaster-eat your heart out 
Cutler!) was there to wave us off. What a Guy. 
And what a vehicle!

He’d turned up in a classic Ford Mustang 
gleaming in the sun. It must have cost a 
fortune. Probably a similar amount of cash 
raised at the previous day’s charity run!!! I’m 
saying nothing!

On the way back to Calais we stopped off at 
The Blockhaus. This was a massive launch site 
for the V1 and V2 rockets developed by the 
Germans in WW2. Luckily for us Allied 
Bombers got to it before any rockets were 
launched but it was a scary place all the same.

And that was that…

Thank You to Dell and Becca, Chris and 
Sandie, Peter and Eileen, Gary and Mrs T, 
John and Maggie and Paul for your Road Crew 
duties and general all round fabness. Superb 
Job everyone.

Thanks to the Mons Chapter for setting a very 
high bar for hosting other chapters. Brilliant.

And finally, thanks to Justin, Charmaine, 
Martyn, Claire, Julian and Clive for providing an 
escort to Junction 8 for my reluctant (but 
getting there) pillion, Sadie. Cheers. 

Richard (Fannypack)
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A dry but not terribly sunny 3rd September saw 
five bikes with five riders assembled at the 
dealership for the 8:30 kickoff of the Hospice 
ride, namely Liz, Hamish, Paul, David and 
myself. It is a trip of 100 miles to get there, so 
not one to be taken too lightly, and one is never 
sure how many will actually show for such a 
long day ride. 

After a suitably long winded and very official 
briefing (“looks like this is it, lads; just follow me 
all the way down the A31”) we arrived at the 
Hospice at 10:45 to be welcomed by the staff, 
led by the lovely Jenny (Day Services Lead) 
with tea/coffee and cake….and several fairly 
excited (and not a little anxious) patients who 
had all been primed about our arrival. Tea went 
down quickly, we introduced ourselves to some 
of our prospective passengers, reassured them 
all would be well, and we filed outside to the 
bikes.

A very special mention at this point to Doug, 
who (through circumstances conspiring against 
him) gave us over 20 minutes head start from 
Guildford; he managed to ride down on his Fat 
Boy (without a screen) to arrive a mere ten 
minutes after we did – with spare jacket and 
helmet – just in time for loading up the first of 
our passengers! Now we were six! Maximum 

respect, Doug, so glad you didn’t succumb to 
doubts about setting off from the dealership to 
catch us up.

We began the first of three sets of ride-outs, 
with patients (and a few staff) carried by Paul, 
Hamish, Doug and myself, all setting off and 
arriving back to cheers and applause from 
patients and staff and more hand held devices 
than an Apple store! Another special mention 
here to David and Liz, who did sterling work 
helping the less able to get on (and especially 
off) the back of the bikes, and entertaining the 
troops while we were riding out; the day would 
not have been nearly as much fun, nor run 
nearly as smoothly, without them. At the end of 
every ride, Liz presented each passenger with 
a memento of their ride, kindly provided by 
Aaron from the dealership (thank you, Aaron!); 
keyring fobs, poker chips, or Guildford Harley-
Davidson badges.

After the rideouts were done we were invited to 
stay for lunch, much to our surprise and delight; 
after lunch one quick ride out for one of the 
counsellors (who had been otherwise engaged 
before) and we were waved off by all staff who 
were smiling like they all worked for toothpaste 
commercials!

Joseph Weld Hospice Ride Ken
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It was all so wonderful and magical, a pleasure 
and a privilege to be allowed in to the lives of 
the patients and staff in a place so filled with 
love and light and happiness. My special 
favourite part was our last rideout, taking out a 
mother and her two daughters (12 and 9) who 
had just finished a counselling session. I had 
the 12 year old on the back, we rode up 
alongside Doug (carrying the mother); it was so 
cool seeing the daughter and mother smiling 
and waving at one another, and then we heard 
the awesome rumble of Paul’s CVO coming 
alongside with the youngest, and seeing her 
smiling and waving at her mother and sister as 
well, is a memory I shall take with me for a long 
time.

A midweek ride such as this one involves 
taking a whole day off work - time (and holiday) 
being the most precious thing we have, means 
it is something not to be taken lightly; there and 
back (with rideouts) was around 250 miles.

It seems we didn’t blot our copybook too badly 
and they would have us back again; watch the 
Chapter website for details of our next trip 
there! 

Ken

Was it worth it? Ask Liz or Hamish or David or 
Doug or Paul. Better still read some of the 
comments from the day and make your own 
decision…

“Linda absolutely LOVED her ride out! she was 
so pleased to show her daughter the video 
when she arrived! Daughter was very 
emotional!! It was true magic today, Ken. I felt a 

bit teary seeing you guys bring a bit of 
excitement back into their lives!! We would 
LOVE you to come back!! What a day xx”

“It was beautiful! Really thrilling, and fast. The 
sound of the bikes was lovely”

“Wow….what an experience! Absolutely 
fantastic, one off the bucket list. Really good 
fun, and to do it with the kids was amazing”

“People who initially said they couldn’t do it 
have been helped onto the back of a Harley, 
realised they can do it, and its brilliant seeing 
peoples faces light up. They’re really excited to 
be able to tell their significant others and family 
and friends”

From Caroline, the CEO:

“Thank you so much for coming down and 
taking the patients and staff out on the rather 
magnificent Harleys. I went and saw the 
patients and team yesterday and they just 
wanted to hug you and thank you and 
everyone who came last week for such a 
fantastic day. They were reminiscing yesterday 
which was lovely.

So if you could thank everyone I would be very 
grateful.”
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So much has happened since my last report 
and the ‘rock and roll’ just keeps on coming in 
one form or another.

Chronologically, it goes something like this; a-
one, two, three, four…

Our fabulous Convergence Rally at Cirencester 
provided yet another opportunity for our very 
own Band of Fools to join with me to generate 
some more rousing ‘Hogwash’ to entertain the 
attending Chapters. We had a great laugh 
performing some classic songs as an 
impromptu ensemble, totally spontaneous, live 
music. Wonderful stuff.

The ‘Wavy Davy Band’ took part, once again, in 
the charity gig, live@langhams at the end of 
August. Our early afternoon set went down well 
in the blistering heat. Note to self, bring chair 
and sun parasol next year. Thank you, as 
always to those of you who came to support us, 
it’s a nice, relaxed musical event with plenty of 
beer. What’s not to like.

Unfortunately I’ve had to postpone the band’s 
commitment to any further gigs until I’m 
suitably recovered from my second knee 
operation and able to drive again. The good 
news is, for me at least, is that the second leg 
is done and dusted and raring to go. I’m 
extremely grateful to the boys in the band for 
sticking with me. We’ll be back rehearsing very 
soon and be available to perform in the New 
Year at the latest with yet even more classic 
songs.

I’m sure most of you know, that the other half of 
my persona, is a chap called David Francis, 
who is a Singer/Songwriter in his own right. 
One of the benefits of being ‘laid-up’ post-
operation, is being able to catch up with ‘stuff’. 
This year I’ve been able to revisit some of my 
old songs and generate some new ones, with 
some quite pleasing results.

A Rolling Stone Gathers No Moss Wavy Davy
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There are not that many ‘Motorcycling’ songs 
out there in the world, but I am writing and 
performing some quite good ones of my own, 
generated from my own experiences. (Please 
be advised that modesty has no place in rock 
and roll, if you want to get ‘out there’). I’m very 
pleased with the feedback that I have received 
from those of you kind enough to listen, I am 
suitably encouraged to do more.

As a result of promoting these songs, I was 
invited to open on the Studio Stage in the 
Regis Centre for The Southdowns Folk Music 
Festival in Bognor Regis on Sunday 22nd 
September with a set of my own songs. It’s 
been a while since I’ve performed my own 
‘stuff’ on a stage, but with a mixture of old and 
new songs, I did alright, just me an’ my guitar. 
So good in fact, I’m already booked to do it 
again next year, early evening. And I get paid 
too.

Why shouldn’t a ‘Folk Song’ be about 
motorcycling after all, it’s what we good folk do, 
week after week and, “Hallelujah”, to that.

The last band on our stage was, ‘Fate The 
Juggler’, from Kent, a great bunch of guys, who 
know how to rock their own ‘stuff’ with style and 
panache. 

Katie and me finished up the evening in the 
Alexander Theatre watching, “Lindisfarne”, who 
are still going strong and despite their ‘Folk’ 
moniker, still know how to ‘Rock’ too.

Whatever your own particular taste in music or 
Harley-Davidson motorcycle, just get out there 
and enjoy them with a crazy bunch of like-
minded, party popping, hipsters from the, “one 
and only”, Hogsback Chapter.

Wavy
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Keep an eye out on the tele for our very own Mick 
Sheargold, or his bike at least.

“Shell hired my bike for 2 days to use in a 
commercial. I rode to the shoot location and hung 
around while they filmed .

First day filming was at Dunsfold Aerodrome 
where they film top gear.

Day 2 was at the Shell garage on the M40 
heading towards Oxford from M25. There was 
actually a stunt woman who rode the bike for 
filming dressed as the old lady in the photo .

They put flames on my bike to match the helmet 
worn by the actress, which I requested they remove 
once filming had finished. So if any of our members 
has seen the advert, they probably weren’t aware 
the bike is from the Hogsback Chapter.”

Mick Sheargold 

Lights 
Action 
Camera!!!!
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10 bikes with 12 people met up at Cobham 
Services at 08:30 on the Friday morning for an 
09:00 departure. The weather report was for 
serious rain all the way up to Lincolnshire, but 
at this point it was still dry with even a tiny bit 
of blue sky showing. We were optimistic, but 
there was no getting around it - looking at the 
weather radar there was a massive block of 
rain coming in from the West.

The intrepid group cracked on, hoping to beat 
the weather to the camp site.

After a quick blast around the M25, filtering 
through a few miles of stationary traffic, we 
shot up the A1(M) and took a welcome coffee 
stop at Shuttleworth. It’s a lovely airfield and 
has a great collection of aircraft. We didn’t 
spend much time there though as we were 
trying to beat the weather.

As we were getting suited up to depart, it 
started raining. Only a little at first...

The rest of the way to the campsite was rain of 
biblical proportions. One of those times where 
it’s almost funny because there’s just no way to 
avoid getting wet. Even if you have 100% 
waterproof clothing on, your 
hands will get soaked when you 
take your gloves off to put fuel in 
the bike and then your gloves get 
soaked when you put them back 
on again. Same with your 
helmet. Then your t-shirt starts 
wicking water…

It took us the best part of two 
hours to cover the 85 miles to 
the campsite in Lincolnshire with 
some quite hairy moments 
playing with trucks on the 
motorway and not really being 
able to see properly because of 
all the spray.

But we got there. We turned into 
the campsite to see the most 

extraordinary sight. All of the tents which had 
been sent up the day before with Wendy were 
already pitched. Hallelujah! Massive thanks to 
Wendy, Bill and Marion who had put them all 
up in the morning before the rain came. Sadly, 
Czes and Mike hadn’t sent their tents ahead, 
so they had to put them up in the rain.
Continued on next page…

Lincoln, Tally Ho! Al
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The Ostinellis had also arrived earlier by car as 
Pete had hurt the tendons in his elbow and 
couldn’t ride a bike. Their tent was up already 
and was about the size of an aircraft hanger, 
complete with dining table, carpet and all mod 
cons.

At this point, the rain eased off. So we all got 
back on the bikes and trundled off to the Battle 
of Britain Memorial Flight’s hangar at RAF 
Coningsby about 6 miles down the road. We 
lucked out here as several of the planes were 
meant to be at Fairfield for the International Airr 
Tattoo, but the weather had grounded them. 
We got a very interesting tour of the hangar 
and got close up with Spitfires, Hurricanes and 
of course the Lancaster itself. The aircraft all 
looked magnificent and almost like 
new.

After this, we shot back to the 
campsite, unloaded all the bikes 
and got changed for dinner which 
was down the road a couple of 
miles at the V-Ate Roadhouse, an 
American diner style joint which 
was pretty good. We were kindly 
shuttled around in the cars by 
Eileen and Wendy.

After dinner, it was back to the 
campsite for drinks and a bit of a 
singsong. We had a couple of 
gazebos that were hooked 
together and we squeezed 
everyone in there and stayed 

mainly dry while it rained continuously again.

Music was kindly provided by the fantastic 
Wavy Davy with drunken megaphone 
accompaniment by Mr. Ostinelli and Mr. 
Evans. The recorded and amplified loop of 
“Dell is a d***head” seemed to be a particular 
favourite with everyone and I think it might 
make its way up the charts fairly soon.

Some enterprising Chapter members had 
brought bottles of moonshine and bourbon 
whiskey, which went down well as 
accompaniments to the beer and wine. One 
particular member who “doesn’t drink” seemed 
to have forgotten to tell himself that. We tried 
in vain to get a fire lit, but given the weather, 

all we managed was to smoke ourselves out.

Saturday morning appeared to be nice, dry and 
clear and we took advantage of the facilities 
including showers powered by 20p pieces 
which ran out as soon as you got the water 
temperature right. We all got shuttled down the 
road to a nearby cafe for a hearty breakfast 
which was well appreciated.
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We looked at all the weather apps and 
no matter which one we tried, it still said 
there would be heavy thunderstorms so 
we made the executive decision to go 
to today’s destination by car. With 
Eileen, Dell and Bill driving, we had just 
enough car space to get everyone in.

East Kirkby was about 12 miles away 
and is the home of the Lincolnshire 
Aviation Heritage Centre (also known 
as the “Chicken Farmer’s Lancaster”). 
The centre housed the aforementioned 
Lancaster bomber which is being 
restored, a Mosquito and many other 
Bomber Command related exhibits. It’s 
a fascinating place. The weather was 
super and it’s a lovely place to wander around. 
It does bring home though quite how many 
crew members died during WW2 in the bomber 
squadrons. Only 27 out of every 100 men 
made it home again unscathed after their tour.

We really should have taken the bikes as we 
missed a great photo opportunity to have the 
bikes lined up beside the Lancaster. However 
our decision was verified as the heavens 
opened again on the way home. This time with 
thunder and lightning as previously promised.

When we got back, our “non-drinking” member 
was just raising his somewhat sore looking 
head from his camper van!

After a beer run, the weather actually sorted 
itself out and we were treated to blue skies and 
sun. We had good look around the rather 
interesting Bubble Car Museum (where we 
were camped) and then a barbecue cooked for 
us by the owners.

The evening was then defined by more beer, 
more music, more singing and of course much 
more megaphone abuse. It seems the 
megaphone will feature heavily on future 
runs….

This time though, we got the fire lit and ended 
up in true old school bike camping fashion 
sitting around a blazing fire poking sticks into it 
while drinking. Magnificent and great for the 
soul. Mike regaled us all with tales of 
Aborigines, concrete houses and how to make 
fires from front doors. We burned everything 

we could get our hands on, just because. Then 
we all staggered off to bed and much snoring 
was heard!

Sunday morning was bright and sunny. After 
brewing up tea and cleaning teeth we headed 
back down the cafe for breakfast again. 
Following that we went back to the campsite 
and packed up the tents and the rest of the kit.

Wasting no time, we shot off back down South 
with another stop at Shuttleworth - but this time 
in gorgeous sunshine. Then a final fast last leg 
home.

All in all, this was a superb and proper old 
school bike camping weekend. We had a blast 
despite the torrential rain at some points. Let’s 
do more of these!

Alasdair
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My Iron Butt Challenge

The seed of the idea was firmly planted in my 
brain during a club night back in April, not long 
after Hamish had completed his second Iron 
Hog, when Ken Hall invited Hamish and a few 
others to join him on a trip from Land’s End to 
John O’Groats. The intention was to complete 
the trip in daylight, riding from sunrise to sunset 
! The ride, if verified, would qualify for the Iron 
Butt Association UK.

“Are you going to join us then Lin ?” I think Ken 
was half joking. “Why not ?” I said in jest but 
the more I thought about it the more 
determined I was to do it.

In the months leading up to the day of the 
challenge Hamish stressed that it was going to 
be very exhausting with not many breaks and if 
there were then we would have to be as quick 
as possible. But I was still determined to do it. 
As a pillion I wanted to share in Hamish’s 
adventures and it would be an achievement I 
would be extremely proud of, and who knows it 
might inspire other pillons to give it ago. I was 
going and that was an end to it! Ken, after all, 

promised to book me into the best hotel in John 
O’Groats if I completed the challenge. Mind, 
Ken also said he would fully understand if I 
punched him in the face when we reached the 
end. When I asked Annie if she wanted to do it 
and she said she was far too sensible! Some 
wag remarked “Well you could always get a 
taxi back if you’re not up to it” Oh! What was I 
letting myself in for?

Ken’s plan was to complete the challenge and 
then spend the next two days riding west, 
around the Scottish coastline, following the 
route of the North Coast 500 before heading 
home. Hamish and I though planned to stay on 
and explore Scotland at our leisure.

We left home in the early hours of 10 July and 
met up with Ken and Pirate Pete on Ken’s Fat 
Boy at a cafe in Wilton, the other side of 
Salisbury at 8.30 am. We were joined by Phil 
Winderbank-Scott, Josie Evans and Liz 
Getgood on their Sportsters. Hamish & I were 
on Tallulah, our Ultra Glide Ltd and Dave Hollis 
and Genevieve Ryan on their Ultra and we 
rode in that order the whole way. A fantastic 
group of friends from the Chapter who it was a 

pleasure to share this riding 
experience with. I was 
delighted to see so many 
Ladies of Harley. Liz and 
Josie had completed the 
challenge previously and 
Genevieve was an 
experienced pillion, just 
proving us girls are as 
tough as the fellas !

Lin’s Grand Adventure Lin
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On the journey to the start we stopped off at 
the Hog and Hedge near Okehampton for 
lunch then nipped down to the Lizard to see the 
magnificent Minack Theatre carved into the 
cliffs surrounded by an assortment of tropical 
plants. A photo opportunity at Land’s End 
followed by dinner at the Old Success Inn in 
Sennon Cove before an early night in a B & B 
on a farm at the Lands End Hostel, 4 minutes 
away from Lands End.

Le Jog (Land’s End to John O’Groat for the 
uninitiated) challenge proper got under way on 
11 July. Waking at 4 am to the sound of 
cockerels crowing we headed to the start line 
for a sunrise start at 5.23 am. Land’s End 
looked truly magical at that time with quite the 
most beautiful sunrise over the Cornish coast. 
All of us eagerly waiting to commence our epic 
ride. 

To prove you’ve completed the challenge you 
have to take a photo of a timed receipt (Fuel or 
ATM receipts are the best) next to the 
odometer. The problem is there is nowhere at 
Land’s End to get a receipt at stupid O’clock in 
the morning. Fortunately, the adjudicator for the 
Iron Butt Association knows this and 
is able to calculate the time you set 
off by from the first receipt, so it is 
just as important to know where you 
are. Hamish, like most people who 
attempt the challenge, uses a tracker 
App which helps verify the ride. 

Our first stop was meant to be a 24 
hour petrol station just up the road at 
Tesco in Penzance but it was closed. 
Could this be an omen? We carried 
on to Hayle and got out first receipt at 
5.55 am.

The route took us up the A30 until we 
joined the M5 at Exeter where we 
topped up for fuel at the services and 
had a nice cup of coffee. We had a 
breakfast break at Gloucester 
Services at 9.48. As Phil, Liz and 
Josie were on Sportsters we had to 
stop roughly every 100 miles or so. 
This meant I got regularly loo breaks 
and a chance to stretch my legs. 

We stopped a further 5 times in all. At 
Sandbach Services at 11.50 and again at 
Tebay Services at 13.34, with a late lunch at 
Bigga on the M74 in Scotland. After Sterling we 
saw the last of the motorways as the M9 turns 
in the A9 and we cracked on to Pitlochry 
arriving at 17.40.

Up until this point the weather had been very 
kind to us but the forecast was for heavy rain 
so we took the opportunity to don our 
waterproofs - oh joy! It is a shame the weather 
turned, as the scenery promised so much as 
we circled the Cairngorms and headed for 
Aviemore. Unfortunately, much of it was 
shrouded in dark threatening clouds.
Continued on next page…
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We stopped again at Inverness at 19.08 before 
heading out on the last leg to Wick arriving at 
21.37. I imagine this last leg, when you are not 
so exhausted and when the weather is better, 
would be beautiful with coastal views and 
lovely twisty bits.

Wick is the last fuel stop before John O’Groats 
and the receipt is important as it is used by the 
verifier to calculate the time the ride is 
completed. Wick is so close but still we still had 
17 miles to navigate in thick fog and heavy rain. 
Hats off to Ken as the clock was ticking to 
make the finish before sunset but we could 
hardly see Josie’s tail lights ahead of us so with 
no one to follow it must have been difficult for 
Ken to see where he was going and keep the 
pace up. 

We arrived at John O’Groats at 22.13 pm. With 
sunset at 22.15 pm we had made it with two 
minutes to spare - two minutes! It was a long, 
long journey but we had made it. I might have 
looked shell shocked and I was cold, hungry, 
wet and dying for a stiff drink but all this paled 
in comparisson to the exhilaration and sense of 
achievement that we had completed such an 
epic ride.

Ken was as good as his word and had booked 
us into the best hotel in John O’ Groats, ‘The 
Sea View’ as it turned out was the best hotel 
because it was the only hotel. And no I didn’t 
punch him in the gob. I just was grateful to 
have a bed to get my head down.

The reason for my contribution to our 
Newsletter is to inspire other pillions to have a 
go. Life isn’t boring from a pillions point of view. 
Just get out there. Riders support your women 
on their challenges too - you know we do our 
bit for you!

In total we completed 875 miles in 17 hours 
and 10mins !

The IBA UK subsequently verified our ride and 
confirmed that Genevieve and I were the first 
pillions to complete the Challenge.

Lin
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Unofficial History of Guildfod H-D
Steve

Chapter Historian

In the beginning…

The story begins, as they say, way back in 
2006, when the Lind Group, a major car 
dealership for a range of prestige brands from 
Audi and BMW, through to Porsche and Land 
Rover, was sold to the giant Inchcape Group. 
The Lind Group, owned and managed by 
Graham Dacre, had operated in Norfolk, 
Suffolk, Essex and Kent and, as part of the 
deal, Graham retained ownership of the 
Porsche Centre in Tonbridge, Kent to hand on 
to his son, Russ Dacre.

In 2007 Russ formally took over control of the 
Lind family business from his father, managing 
the Porche dealership in Tonbridge and started 
to rebuild the Lind Group. Luckily for us, as well 
as his passion for Porches, Russ had a real 
enthusiasm for motorcycles, particularly 
Harleys, and negotiated to get an agreement 
with Harley Davidson to open a new Dealership 
in the Guildford area.

The new dealership arrives…

On 19th June 2007 planning permission was 
granted for the conversion of Weyvern House, 
Peasmarsh into a “Flagship HD Dealership” 

and work started on the creation of “Guildford 
H-D”.

This was six months under reconstruction and 
development, with the Dealership unofficially 
opening its doors to the Chapter on 13th 
September 2008.

As a brand new Dealership there were naturally 
a number of “firsts”.

The first bike on the ramp in the new 
workshops was Steve Cork’s old black Dyna - 
to replace yet another broken drive belt!

The first Chapter ride-out to meet and leave 
from the dealership was on 17th August 2008 
the “Persuasion Ride” led by Catherine Cork 

The first new bike to be sold by the Dealership 
was Delia Cordell’s original 1200 Sportster – 
the one before “Tennessee’s finest” - sold by 
Michael Noble, current Sales Manager

With the new Dealership now open for 
business, talks were held between the Official 
Surrey (as was then) Chapter, Harley Davidson 
UK and the Dealership to discuss ways that the 
new Dealership could offer a home to the 
Chapter. It was soon agreed that this was the 

way forward, 
discussions were held 
on a possible new name 
for the Chapter and, at 
a very special VIP night 
on Friday 6th March 
2009 the newly named 
“Hogsback Chapter” 
was adopted by the 
Dealership. The 
following day Guildford 
H-D held their official 
“Grand Public Opening” 
as the first bike 
dealership of Russ’s 
new “Empire”.
Continued on next 
page…
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The social side of the Dealership

The social activities held at the Dealership 
with the Hogsback Chapter took off rapidly in 
2009. Following the “Grand Public Opening” 
on Saturday 7th March, the first (and only!) 
Bikini Bike Wash was arranged at the 
Dealership on 20th June.

The 4th July was celebrated with an 
“Independence day” BBQ and band and the 
Hogsback Ladies of Harley organised a 
fashion show at the Dealership on 19 
November. 

The pattern has been repeated with regular 
events hosted by the Dealership each year 
including Christmas Club Night specials, new 
model bike launches, summer BBQs, LOH 
fashion shows and Dealership birthday parties. 

Photos of all these events can be found on the 
Hogsback Chapter UK Photo Galleries at 
www.hogsbackchapteruk.smugmug.com.

In addition, the Dealership has been a focal 
point for Chapter meets, ride-outs and 
socialising over the coffee machine upstairs!
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Management and Organisation - The Dealer 
Principal (DP) and the staff

At today’s Dealership you will be greeted by a 
whole range of staff who are essential for the 
maintenance and smooth running of your 
Harley. There are people there who will 
persuade you to buy a new (or even “previously 
cherished”) Harley. These are known as 
salesmen or “sales executives”. 

There are other people who will sell you special 
shiny bits to make your bike louder, faster or 
more special than any other bike. These are 
known as “the guys in parts”. They work closely 
with other people in the Dealership who can 
forecast the future and know when there is a 
space in the workshop when your bike can be 
serviced and when the new shiny parts you 
ordered with “the guys in parts” will arrive and 
can be fitted to your bike. These are known as 
“Service Advisors” .

Upstairs you will find people selling Harley 
clothing (i.e. crash helmets, gloves, leather 
jackets, armoured jeans, padded shirts and 
lacy “T-shirts” (usually for the ladies). These 
are known as “salespeople” as well. They know 
a great deal about the difference between 2XX 
and 4XX and but only a minimal amount about 
bikes compared with the “salesmen” 
downstairs. Importantly they also know how to 
refill the coffee machine. I have also seen 
people upstairs in offices with computers and 
spreadsheets and things but I have no idea 
what goes on there other than at LOH 
Fashion Show time the offices turn 
seamlessly into luxury dressing 
rooms for the exotic models (male 
and female) who will be displaying 
next years “must have” biker apparel.

Then finally there are the people who 
actually service and repair your bike 
and who you rarely see because they 
are shut up in the workshop and only 
allowed out on special occasions, 
such as showing you how to fix the 
new shiny part you have just bought 
from “the guy in parts”. These people 
are known as “technicians” which 
means they know what they are 
doing.

Controlling all this Empire is the Dealer 
Principal or DP. His primary role is to make 
sure the Dealership makes enough money to 
be able to give the Chapter a significant annual 
financial contribution so we can spend it wisely 
on partying during the year. Since this is 
entirely within his prerogative please ALWAYS 
be nice to the DP.

There have been four Dealer Principals at 
Guildford HD since the opening of the 
Dealership in 2008. 

John Tenner – who, with the owner,Russ 
Dacre, officially launched the Dealership and 
the adoption of the Hogsback Chapter at the 
special VIP night on Friday 6th March 2009 and 
was responsible for the early set up and 
running of the new dealership

Russ Dacre – who formally took over the role of 
DP and the day to day management of 
Guildford HD from John in late 2009 after he 
had finished sorting out the Porsche 
dealership.

Toby Sleeman – who was appointed as DP by 
Russ in mid-2012 and remained until 2018, 
when he went on to assist Russ with the 
expansion of the Lind Group and development 
of other Harley and Triumph dealerships 

Aaron Presley – who is the current DP at 
Guildford HD and took over from Toby in 2018.
Continued on next page…
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What do Guildford HD sell?

Clearly they sell Harley Davidson motorcycles 
(and trikes!), shiny parts and clothing – what 
else do you need!

I had plans to insert detailed charts and graphs 
at this stage covering bike sales at Guildford 
HD over the years since they opened. These 
would have shown really interesting things like 
the numbers of new/used bikes sold each year 
and the split between models sold - Touring/
Dyna/Softail/Sportsters/Trikes/Street/V-Rod/
CVO etc. to show growth trends and fashions, 
the impact of external economic factors, effects 
of Brexit, trade wars with USA etc.

Unfortunately it is impossible to get any hard 
facts and figures on numbers of bikes sold, 
turnover etc. since this information is 
considered commercially confidential, but if you 
pester enough people for long enough you can 
get some idea that the average Dealership in 
UK typically sells around 300 – 400 new and 
used (sorry – previously cherished!) bikes each 
year, and we all know Guildford HD is above 
average! It sells a lot of high end touring bikes 
and designer Softails, no new Dynas because 
they don’t make them anymore (shame!) plenty 

of sportsters, an increasing number of trikes 
and next year maybe even some electric bikes!

The future

Since Russ set up Guildford HD in 2008 he has 
been busy. As well as maintaining the original 
Porsche dealership in Kent he has developed 
three more Harley-Davidson stores in 
Newmarket, Norwich and Reading, BMW 
Motorcycles Dealerships in Norwich and 
Welwyn Garden City, two Triumph Dealerships 
in Ashford (Middlesex) and Romford, with the 
addition of two new Triumph businesses in 
Central and North London this year. The 
Guildford Dealership is likely to continue to 
thrive and serve us well into the future. Let’s 
enjoy the next ten years as much as we have 
enjoyed the last!

Steve Cork

Road Captain, Chapter Historian

DETAILED CHART OF OF BIKE SALES… NOT



Back Inner Page
 

Hogsback News Autumn 2019 43

If you’d like to Sponsor our Newsletter with either a full, 
half or back page advert please drop an email to me at 

editor@hogsbackchapteruk.org
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Opening Hours: UK - Mon-Fri 8am-8pm, Sat 9am-5pm, Sun 10am-4pm, Ireland - Mon - Fri 9.00am - 5.30pm, Sat 9.00am - 1.00pm
HARLEY | RIDER INSURANCETM is arranged and administered by Harley-Davidson Insurance Services. As with all insurances, terms and conditions apply.  
Harley-Davidson Insurance Services is a trading style of Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Limited, registered in England and Wales No 2600841. Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority, firm 
reference number 307243. In Ireland, Harley-Davidson Insurance Services trading as Carole Nash Insurance Consultants is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority in the United Kingdom and is regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland for 
conduct of business rules. Registered in England and Wales: 2600841. ©H-D 2018. Harley, Harley-Davidson and the Bar & Shield logo are among the trademarks of H-D U.S.A., LLC. 

CALL the only official H-D insurance 

0800 977 6878
Get a quote online at www.harley-davidson.co.uk/insurance
In the ROI call 1800 800 845 for a quote.

5% SAVING FOR H.O.G.® MEMBERS | AGREED VALUE INCLUDED
UK & EUROPEAN BREAKDOWN AND REPATRIATION | £1,250 LEATHERS & HELMET COVER

Your only concern is 
your destination
Wherever you ride, rest assured that with Harley Rider Insurance™ 
you have one of the most comprehensive insurance policies.

NEW FOR 2018 
We now protect you against uninsured riders and drivers.


