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Other contributions

Steve Summers:
Horse: “Damn motorbikes! I hate those things!”
Horse rider: “OMG I’d love to be able to ride one of those!”
 
Katie Francis:
Horse says: Oh good I can retire now
Rider says: Ah, that’s not as far to fall off and has brakes, and can go faster

Last Issues caption 
competition winner was Dik Gregory

Caption 
Competition!!!!

Oh I Say - now there’s some real horsepower!
Yeah - and no pain in the ass rider telling it where to go
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Hello and welcome to the Late Summer 2019 
Newsletter!!

My usual stance is “I don’t write the stuff, I just 
correkt the speling”, but this issue I thought I’d 
actually type something up myself.

Dell’s trip to Lincoln was the perfect choice, a 
weekend jaunt “oop” North to go camping and 
see some Spitfires and Lancasters. I was going 
to ride up on the bike and the wife was going to 
drive up in the camper-van with the kids.

Katie ended up writing the piece in the end. I 
was going to do it, honest…

It was just that mine would have been a bit 
short…

“Rode up in the rain, got soaked, saw some 
planes, forgot I don’t drink anymore, spent rest 
of weekend in bed feeling VERY unwell”

Maybe next issue eh?

Read on!!

Brett Speed

Editor
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Well here we are halfway through the summer 
already and I have just returned from a wet 
weekend camping with the Chapter in Lincoln. 
But it was great fun and just shows if you get a 
bunch of likeminded idiots together even the 
weather cant spoil things. We have run many 
away weekends, and all have been actively 
supported, so thank you on behalf of the 
roadcrew who put so much into the planning 
and their reward is seeing members turn up 
and enjoy themselves. It can be stressful when 
things go wrong as sometimes happens so 
please spare a thought for the poor bugger at 
the front who will be having a rough time. 

I want to welcome David Hardcastle as our new 
secretary for the Chapter replacing Karen 
Rawlings (as if anyone could). Over the next 
few weeks we will be advertising a new post of 
LOH assistant specifically focussed on non 
riding LOH members. The post will help Liz 
with running the LOH functions and work on 
building the non-riding LOH members 
engagement in the Chapter. Other Chapters 
have done this successfully so Hogsback will 
give it a go. 

We will also need a new Assistant Director as 
Paul Andrews will not be standing again at 
renewal. Paul has done a great job in 
supporting the Chapter and me personally and 
he was the Ying to Robins Yang – a perfect 
match and we are all grateful for his work over 
the years.

We have 2 events in August Cirencester Rally 
and Summer BBQ. Robin and Eileen have put 
a lot of work into ensuring you have a great 
time at both including banning me from 
choosing the band. At the BBQ we have 
Limburg Chapter from Belgium joining us and 
Steve Routh is leading a ride with them on the 
Saturday of their visit so it would be nice if 
loads of members turn up for the ride and the 
evening event – details on website as usual.

Don’t waste the weather folks it’s a long winter.

Best Wishes

Dell Evans

Director 

Director’s Blurb
Dell

Director
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I would like to start by thanking everyone for 
their kind words of support for our injured 
technician Jamie. He is back home resting up 
with his family, although it will be sometime 
before he is back in the workshop he is doing 
well.

On a brighter note we have two new parts team 
members to join Alan taking us back to full 
strength. Russ joined us last week along with 
Derren. Russ spent a short while working at our 
Reading branch and Derren joins us after 5 
years at another Harley dealer. They are both 
excited to join the team here at Guildford. Say 
“Hi” to them next time you are in the 
Dealership.

For August we have a Saturday event coming 
up on Saturday 17th. This will be a custom/
vintage (pre 1984) Harley show organised by 
Michael. If you own a pre 1984 Harley then 
please get in touch with Michael for more info if 
you would like to display your bike on the day. 
If you don’t then please come down to see the 
display of classic machines!

Early September (Saturday 7th) we have 
another of our boot sale events. The Chapter 
will be supporting with a Macmillan coffee 
morning as well!

Mid-September (TBC) we should begin to see 
the arrival of the 2020 models including 
Livewire, the new electric motorcycle from 
Harley-Davidson.

Sunday 29th September we will be at Horsham 
Americana with the Chapter joining us for a fun 
filled day.

As you can see lots going on! In the 
background we are busy getting ready for 
Livewire, you will soon see charging points at 
the dealership.

Hope to see you all soon!

Safe riding

Aaron Presley

Dealer Principal

Aaron’s Bit
Aaron

Dealer Principal
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Hi All,

Summer edition already and true to it’s word it 
really is Summer.

As I’m typing this the outside temp is 34 
degrees. 

Dare I say that it’s a tad too hot for serious 
Motorcycling?

Lots going on with the Ride Programme and 
much more to come.

Established favourites continue to grow and be 
well supported along with new and interesting 
rides. 

For those willing and able to make a very early 
start, Road Captain Chris North’s “Morning 
Madness” view of the bridges and sights of 
London has once again proved worth the crack 
of dawn pushing the bike down to road so as to 
not terrorise the neighbours on a Sunday 
morning! 

Head Road Captain Graham Woods (Woody) 
signature ride ‘Midnight Madness’ is a regular 
favourite and seeing the London skyline at 
night always a treat for the eyes.

These two rides are an excellent example of 
the type of riding opportunity Hogsback 
Chapter offers its members.

If you don’t happen to know your way around 
London, don’t commute to the centre or live in 
the capital then what a fantastic chance both 
provide to be led safely through the back 
doubles and shortcuts by individuals with ‘The 
Knowledge’, all escorted by a competent Road 
Crew.

A new ride this season to No1 Parachute 
Training School at Brize Norton proved 
immensely popular with Chapter Members who 
attended. All felt privileged and welcomed by 
the staff who gave us the insight into an area of 
life most of us know very little about. Big thanks 

to Chapter member Toby Goodchild for the 
introduction. It was good to see his picture in so 
many of the photographs illustrating the highly 
specialised work the Parachute Regiments 
train for and undertake. Definitely one for 2020.

The above is just a taster of what Hogsback 
offers from its Ride Programme.

I haven’t touched on the major Chapter events, 
‘Hogs on the Farm, Cirencester (the big one) 
and all the other social parties, bbq’s and 
gatherings organised by our dedicated team for 
your enjoyment. There really is something for 
every one.

So if you are reading this and not part of the 
great Hogsback experience then come along 
and say hello to the nicest bunch of fun loving 
Harley Riders you will ever meet. You will not 
be disappointed.

See you on the Road. Shiny side up folks.

Paul Andrews

Assistant Director

Road Captain

Paul’s Bit
Paul

Assistant Director
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It has been a very busy time since the last 
newsletter and I feel that my feet haven’t 
touched.

On top of all the normal “stuff”, we had the 
Plymouth to Santander ferry blow an engine 
and then a week later one of the rudders 
ceased working! All of this within a week of us 
leaving to go to Cascais. Its not easy trying to 
find reasonably priced hotels with 18 rooms 
available, secure parking and a restaurant at 
that time of year with very little notice. The first 
hotel was a Premier Classe (which should be 
avoided if you can) and the second was the 
fabulous Hotel Etxalar near Navarra and the 
French border ( 82 euro) with great food and 
service. I really didn’t need that but to be fair 
Brittany ferries have been very good of refunds 
and compensation.

Having returned from Cascais it was time to get 
ready for Gary and I’s Hogs on the Farm 
barbecue and breakfast bar and all the running 
around that it entailed. My thanks to Gary 
Morss and John Fluker for their valued help on 
the barbecue, thanks must also go to Wendy, 
Becca, Eileen and Jane for the shopping and 
chopping skills and to a few others who added 
their knife skills!

 All in all it was a great weekend and a lot of 
fun.

Then it was off to the Ardennes for a weekend 
with Lindum Colonia Chapter, who use the 
same riding systems as we do, so it was easy 
to slot in and it was a lovely weekend. Thanks 
to Charlie and Bern for inviting us. It was very 
interesting watching how another Chapter does 
things and reminded me that you are never too 
old to learn, especially in biking.

Its off to Snowdonia this weekend and then full 
steam ahead for Cirencester which is going to 
be another great weekend with lots of fun and 
hopefully great weather given the Beeb is 
saying 6 weeks of sun.

Finally, I would like to add my thanks to Paul 
Andrews for his contribution to the 
management team which has been immense 
and will be difficult to replace. I really enjoyed 
working with him.

Don’t forget to update your mileage at the 
dealership service dept and I hope to ride with 
you soon.

Robin Seymour

Assistant Director

Robin’s Bit
Wobin

Assistant Director
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We’re certainly enjoying an exciting season of 
fun and adventures. Such a lot to choose from, 
day and weekend rides abound, late nights and 
early mornings too.

In this edition I would like to let any aspiring 
Hogsback Chapter Members of our readership 
know how they can join in the fun and become 
a fully active member of our fantastic club.

For riders and non-riders alike;

Check your H.O.G Member or Associate 
number is paid and in-date, if not renew it 
because we are not able to process anything 
until that is done.

Visit the Hogsback Chapter Membership page 
of our website and download the Membership 
form, just fill it in, read, sign and follow the 
instructions at the foot of the form. Or, pick one 
up from Guildford Harley-Davidson, fill it in 
manually, make the payment as instructed and 
ensure the form reaches me by whatever 
means. But, please note, our carrier pigeon 
service is no longer available.

When I receive confirmation your payment has 
been made and I have the form, I will send you 
a Welcome Letter with all sorts of useful 
information attached.

Our Director, Dell Evans, will then send you 
your personal Login for the members area of 
our Website.

When this process is all complete (it won’t take 
long) then you are all set to join us in the fun 
and adventures. If you do Facebook you can 
ask to join our Facebook Group, which has lots 
of posts. Chief Photographer, Axel Thil, keeps 
us constantly updated on new photos that have 
been added to our ever-expanding Photo 
gallery. Please note our Facebook Group is a 
'closed' group and only Hogsback Chapter 
Members are able to join.

Who could not want to join us?  We are 
awesome.

Katie Francis

Membership Officer

Katie’s Bit
Katie

Membership Officer
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Touring rides on 48’s & sportsters 

With a full tank range of up to 300 miles on the 
Harley Glides it is easy to forget our fellow 
members on 48’s and sportsters who have a 
limited range (80-120 miles) before the red fuel 
warning light comes on. 

Dell has emphasised there should be no 
exclusion from longer rides and with the help of 
sportster riders Kim, Keith & John on my recent 
600 mile Normandy tour we have formulated a 
solution. 

Ride leader zero’s trip and sets satnav to the 
destination, Sweeper zero’s trip and sets 
satnav to monitor nearest fuel stops en-route. I 
briefed everyone if I had not found an 
AutoRoute fuel stop after 65 miles the sweeper 
would ride to the front and lead us ‘off’ the 
AutoRoute to the nearest fuel stop, Eureka! – it 
worked a treat throughout the tour. 

Recommendation: Always let the ride leader 
know in advance you have a limited range. I 
would suggest purchasing a 1ltr petrol 
container (shown below) available on amazon/
e-bay, this could be your saviour on a smaller 
tank bike giving you an extra few miles if you 
run dry. 

Fire Safety: You are not allowed to not carry 
these ‘full’ on Eurotunnel or Ferry Boat, fill it 
when at the first stop once you embark in 
Europe. 

Graham Woods

Head Road Captain

Graham’s Bit
Woody

Head Road Captain
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Observed Rides

Saturday 1st June saw the first of the Observed 
rides for Chapter Members. Within the Chapter 
we have a number of qualified observers and 
trainers from both RoSPA and the IAM. 
Members are invited to attend these two-hour 
sessions where there is a one-hour 
presentation on some of the aspects from 
Roadcraft, which is the Police riders handbook 
and forms the basis of both RoSPA and IAM’s 
advanced riding courses. The presentation 
covers only a small part of the advanced rider 
training, such as the system of motorcycle 
control, positioning and observations.

Following the presentation the members 
teamed up with one of our in-house observers, 
on a one to one basis, for a ride out taking in 
various road types. The ride allows the 
members to put into practice some of the 
aspects from Roadcraft that had been covered 
in the presentation. During, and at the end of 
the ride, members have the opportunity to be 
given feedback on their ride. 

Six members of Hogsback took part in the ride-
along with five Hogsback observers. Three of 
the members have since registered for an 
advanced course with either RoSPA or the IAM. 

The observed days are open to all riders 
regardless of ability. It doesn’t matter if you ride 
a solo or a trike, all are welcome. 

We have another session on Saturday 17th 
August 2019. Please register your interest 
before the 10th August.

Talk to me in person at Club Night or email me 
at safety@hogsbackchapteruk.org.

Vince’s Bit
Vince

Safety Officer
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Slow Riding

Sunday 23rd June saw Hogsback team up with 
RoSPA for a morning of slow riding.

Many riders drop their bikes whilst 
manoeuvring at slow speed in car parks etc, 
this course provided an opportunity for riders to 
learn how to control and balance their machine 
at low speed. It doesn’t matter if you have an 
Ultra or a Sportster they can still fall over if not 
handled correctly.

Four courses were set up at Gibraltar Barracks 
for us to practice on: Slalom, figure of eight, 
stop and go 90 degree junctions and a straight 
line slow ride. 

The figure of eight was timed throughout the 
day to see who got around it in the quickest 
time. For Hogsback the honour went to Chris 
Doody. The straight-line slow ride was also 
timed to see who could complete the distance 
in the longest amount of time. For Hogsback 
this honour went to yours truly. 

It has been quite some time since I did a 
course like this and I found it both informative 
and challenging as well as great fun. It just 
shows you are never too old to polish up and 
even learn new skills. I would recommend this 
course to everyone.

We have another session on Sunday 18th 
August 2019. Please register your interest 

before the 9th August at the latest as we need 
to inform the barracks and get passes issued.

Again, you can talk to me in person at Club 
Night or email me at 
safety@hogsbackchapteruk.org

Vince Pyle

Safety Officer
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Hi All.

Well, it’s been a very busy year so far and still 
lots to come. If you managed to book Hogs on 
the Farm this year I think all will agree it was a 
fantastic weekend. We had live music, food, 
fun, games and ride outs. We also had lovely 
weather (apart from a little rain on the Sunday), 
it’s definitely one to put in your diary for next 
year.

Next up is the Cirencester Rally on 9th to 11th 
August. This event is growing each year, it’s a 
great weekend away and one not to miss. We 
have some great evening entertainment with 
DJ Rob Paston on Friday night and on 
Saturday we have live music from the band 
The Breakfast Club, we also have a local DJ. 
Robin has organised a great ride out for the 
Saturday with a lunch stop. If you haven’t 
already booked it’s not too late, all details are 
on the website and in the club area at GHD. 
Please contact Robin Seymour ASAP for more 
info.

We are having a Summer BBQ Saturday 24th 
August at the Hogsback Hotel, tickets are 
already on sale at £10.00 members and £15.00 
for guests, so don’t miss out! We have live 
music from the band The Rebeats and we have 
the Limburg Chapter visiting us, so let’s give 
them a warm Hogsback Chapter welcome on 
the night. Tickets for the BBQ are available at 
the next club night, you can also email me for 
tickets and more information on 
activites@hogsbackchapteruk.org. If you want 
to stay the night you can book a room at the 
Hogback Hotel, the event rate is £70.00 B&B 
for a double, there is also a good single rate, 
booking reference GA000661 event room 
prices are held until 31/07/2019. You will find all 
of the details on our website.

This year our End of Season party will be at the 
Hilton, Seven Hills Road, Cobham. If you have 
already or are planning to book a room please 
let me know for ticket availably. All of the details 

are on the website and you can email me for 
more information.

As always keep checking the eshots and 
website for information on events upcoming, 
also club night is always a great way to find out 
what’s going on and to just generally meet up 
and have a laugh and a catch up.

As always thanks for your support and 
remember, without you it wouldn’t happen.

Eileen Ostinelli

Activities Officer

Eileen’s Bit
Eileen

Activities Officer
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This sunny riding season is in full swing with 
lots of memories, but as Facebook admin I 
need to remind you all about Hogsback policy 
with respect to photos posted in our Facebook 
group page: please do not post more then 1-2 
photos to support a comment. 

If you want to share more of your photos with 
all our members, we do encourage this, but 
only through our photo galleries. To get your 
photos added there, just invite me or ask me 
for a special file-sharing DropBox access via 
images@hogsbackchapteruk.org.

The reason surrounding this restrictive policy 
are copyright, private data protection and 
content responsibility. While you all signed a 
photo release agreement with your annual 
membership renewal our guests and 
bystanders did not, and if small children are 
involved it can get even more complicated. In a 
nutshell: people may want, and have the right, 
for a photo be removed. The Chapters 
endeavour is to comply asap, and while we 
have good control of our photo galleries, the 
Facebook group is more difficult to manage, if 
not impossible.

On rare occasions we will even ask you not to 
take any photo at all, like the Easter Egg or Toy 
Run to a children hospice, as all photos need 
to be checked and approved by those 
responsible for running the hospice. A Chapter 
Photographer will take pictures, each will be 
evaluated, and those published you can repost 
in your private channels.

So, if you can absolutely not resist posting lots 
of photos of the fun you have on Facebook, 
please do this on your private Facebook page. 
Any objecting lawyers then know who to 
contact.

It is very easy these days to take lots of photos 
on your phone (preferably in landscape), and 
with one swipe it all ends up in the public 
domain. With a bit of care and understanding, 
we all can take great photos of the fun we have 

and I am looking forward to feed the Hogsback 
Chapter galleries with the contributions of your 
memories. 

From own experiences, memories fade, but the 
photos remain in place. And from time to time I 
dive into the Hogsback galleries to review the 
memories from 5 or 10 years ago. I invite you 
to do the same, its awesome.

Axel Thill

Head Photographer

Treasurer

Axel’s Bit
Axel

Head Photographer



Lets Get Naked!
 

Hogsback News Late Summer 2019 !14

At some point during the 1970’s  (Who 
remembers the 70’s) I think it was Bike 
Magazine, or it may have been MCN, ran an 
article on rider safety.

Three biking journalists volunteered to ride 
three bikes naked, yes completely naked apart 
from boots and helmets (for safety and 
insurance compliance) around a closed road 
and then report on their findings.

The ideas behind this somewhat bizarre trial 
was to dip a toe into a riders perception of their 
own safety in regard to what they were 
wearing.

It goes without saying that this was the 
probably the slowest track ride the three riders 
were likely to ever undertake  and certainly not 
the usual bike journo’s blat around the track 
attempting to scrape footrests and anything 
else they could find that would touch down!

The reasoning behind this rather unscientific 
test was one, to highlight the wearing of 
suitable attire for safe riding, something of little 
consideration by the ‘Cool‘ bikers of the era, 
and secondly, to touch briefly on the riders 
feelings about being vulnerable on the road. 
They all felt extremely at risk, even on a closed 
road.

Apart from the obvious hazards of naked flesh 
coming into contact with hot engines and 
exhausts or the Hot weather Cold weather 

implications of riding with no clothes on the real 
meat (no pun intended) of the experiment was 
to make the riders focus on the things that 
actually make one safer on the road. It’s not 
surprising that the three individuals were very 
focused on keeping safe on their short but 
highly exposed journey!

Now I’m not for one moment advocating 
anyone replicates this experiment in a practical 
mode but I do advocate a mental self 
awareness check on our relationship with our 
safety wear.

Personally I would never ride without good 
gloves and boots, wrists and ankles break too 
easily and hands and feet are often the first 
things to suffer in an ‘Off’.

Riding without either I feel very vulnerable, 
likewise I of course feel more protected 
wearing an approved and armoured jacket than 
I would in just a T shirt and a cut. Safer in bike 
trousers than just a pair of jeans.

This doesn’t mean to say on occasions I 
choose to don shall we say ‘Lighter attire’, 
that’s my choice. Helmet always, but not 
necessarily Full face race helmet with an ACU 
Stamp. Hi-vis, yes, when conditions dictate 
that maximum visibility is desirable.

Lets Get Naked!
Paul

Assistant Director
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My point is this. It’s Summer, it’s hot, the days 
and evenings are beautiful and we are all out 
riding. There is nothing like the joy of riding a 
motorcycle in these conditions. There is also 
nothing worse than sweating buckets and 
bordering heat stroke in unsuitable riding kit 
leading to loss of focus and erratic riding.

As free individuals we all have differing levels 
of risk acceptance. Motorcyclists generally 
slightly higher than most due to the vulnerability 
that comes with our pastime.

If your very expensive, super duper, 
multilayered, armoured, Hi-vis embellished 
bullet proof kit makes you feel more capable to 
the point of invincibility on the road then it does 
you a great and dangerous disservice. 

Over reliance on safety kit can lead to 
overconfidence on the road. It doesn’t make 
you a better rider. It is reactive to an incident. 
YES, it is there to reduce the levels of serious 
injury but after the fact.

I always advocate wearing suitable kit for the 
riding conditions but the safety focus must, first 
and foremost, be proactive in reducing as much 
as possible the likelihood of an incident 
happening in the first place.

Do spend money on quality kit, it will repay 
itself in your riding safety and comfort more 
than a chrome ‘what's it’ ever will. Wear it. It 
cost a lot and will not help you if it’s at home in 

the wardrobe. Just be sure the focus on your 
Roadcraft tops the pre ride check list.

One’s mental and physical state of mind should 
always come first. Our attitude to the ride is the 
one thing that will increase the chances of, at 
the end of the day, putting both you and your 
wheels back in the garage in one piece. So, 
tailor the right level of safety kit for your ride but 
as you swing your leg over the saddle take a 
moment to contemplate how you would 
approach the outing if you were riding ‘Butt 
Naked!’ You’ll be surprised how it focuses the 
mind!

Shiny side (And other bits!) up folks.

Paul Andrews

Assistant Director

Road Captain
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Got up early and headed for the Channel 
Tunnel alone, having missed a rendezvous with 
Andy at Peas Pottage – he was waiting at the 
petrol station while we were at the services. 
Saw no bikes on the road – have we got the 
right day? Then passed Brett, but he had no 
luggage so couldn’t be with us. Finally met 
everyone filling their tanks at the services a 
mile from the terminal so we were at the right 
place at the right 
time for the right 
ride out. And what 
a rideout – what 
can I say other 
than amazing!

Everyone knows 
about World War 1 
and the huge 
sacrifices made by 
so many young 
men and women 
from all over the 
world but to be 
where it all 
happened and to 
see the huge 
number of 
memorials and 
graves scattered 
all over the region 
was so humbling, 
thought provoking 
and brings home 
how much we owe 
to that generation.

The trip was 
meticulously 
planned and 
implemented by our glorious leader Gary, and 
supported by his trusty lieutenants Dik and 
Carl. Nothing was left to chance, coffee and 
lunch stops, entrance to museums and even 
printouts of individual menus for dinner made 
for a smooth and problem free trip. 

We stayed in a lovely hotel in Albert , a 
beautiful French town in the middle of the 
Somme, with visits to Thiepval memorial, 
Lochnagar Crater and so many other war 
memorials to all nationalities – each with their 
own story to tell. Finally on the last day we 
visited La Coupole at St Omer, the site for 
World War II V2 rocket production. But was so 
much more than that and ultimately paved the 

way for Space 
Exploration and the 
Apollo project 
which put the first 
man on the moon. 
A truly amazing 
place to visit

The weather was 
kind to us and the 
French roads, 
according to the 14 
riders, were 
excellent – well 
maintained, empty 
and the few drivers 
we met were all 
courteous. Very 
different form the 
UK. As always the 
group jelled from 
day one and all 
were friendly and 
fun to be with. 

The trip was not 
without the 
occasional mishap, 
mainly fuelled by 
alcohol 

consumption. The 
first nights entertainment consisted of an 
auction, led by Gary, for a wallet full of money 
and cards including driving licence which was 
left on the bar by he who will not be named 
after 2 shandies! 

Somme Road Trip Helen
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The legend that is Ron (always fun and full of 
stories), during the walk back to our hotel after 
a fun filled night and whilst checking the route 
on his mobile phone, fell over a 3 foot high 
barrier. But he still continued the story he was 
telling without drawing breath. The skills he had 
learned in the parachute regiment about falling 
were supplement by his relaxed state due to 
lager consumption.

Hogsback members are always prepared to 
help others and at the Newfoundland Memorial 
Ron repaired a puncture for a Dutch tourist 
saving the day again.

An open air Rolling Stones concert in the 
middle of Albert followed by an amazing fire 
work display on our final evening. The fact that 
it was the eve of Bastille Day I am sure had 
nothing to do with it – just amazing planning by 
Gary and the team

We returned from the trip with many great 
memories and friendships made. A former 
reluctant pillion who now can’t wait for the next 
road trip.

Helen Crooks
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My daughter called me on the 1st of July about 
a work colleague who mentioned that her dad, 
Tim Clancy, had a best friend, John McCabe, 
who was suffering form the dreaded big C and 
the prognosis was not looking good. Could I 
possibly realise John's dream of riding a Harley 
trike with an emphasis on sooner rather than 
later. 

I called Tim to hear their story…

John and Tim worked together for a number of 
years. They both had an interest in music and 
travel so had many conversations in the office 
on those subjects.

Some of their conversations were a little off the 
wall including the idea of growing their hair 
long, getting a couple of Harleys, and doing a 
US road trip similar in the style of Peter Fonda 
and Dennis Hopper in the film 'Easy Rider'.

It should be said at this point that John had 
never been on two wheels, and Tim only once 
when a teenager. He found it terrifying!

In a moment of being sensible, one day Tim 
suggested to John that due to their 
considerable lack of experience perhaps two 
wheeled motorbikes were not such a great 

idea. John then suggested three wheeler trikes. 
The perfect solution!

Having both seen the film Butch Cassidy and 
the Sundance Kid one Christmas, they also 
decided that if they ran out of money they 
would head down to Bolivia and rob banks. 

John was Sundance and Tim was Butch…

When Tim retired last October, on 
his last day he found two gifts from 
John on his chair.

One was labelled 'The Dream'. That 
famous still shot of Peter Fonda and 
Dennis Hopper in the film 'Easy 
Rider'.

The other was labelled 'The 
Reality'. A small model of a three 
wheeler motorbike.

John McCabe Bucket List Harley Ride Roger
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Tim treasured these gifts and that is 
why, in return, he tried to organise a ride 
on a Harley for John. Then he 
discovered that due to John’s serious 
and terminal medical condition, their 
road trip was never likely to happen, 
even if it was just a pie in the sky dream 
to begin with.

Was there anything the Chapter could 
do at such short notice?

You bet there was. I spoke with a few 
members at the July club night about a 
Monday 8th July late afternoon ride and 
Jim and Delia Cordell immediately 
offered to take John on board, with Liz 
Getgood, Stephen Foster, Chris North, Graham 
Woods and my good self in addition to act as 
road crew and escort. 

We met in Rykas car park at 4.15 pm where 
introductions were made. We then took a 
scenic and gentle ride to Forest Green and 
stopped off at The Parrot country pub for a 
catch up and refreshment generously paid for 
by Tim Clancy. I gave Tim pillion on my bike 
and Jim gave John pillion on his Trike. They 
both loved the experience and enjoyed our 
good natured Harley spirit of life. Back at Rykas 
by 6.30 pm to say our good byes, John came 
over to me and gave me a tremendous hug of 
gratitude. He was beaming with smiles. Tim 

followed in same fashion. It was very humbling. 
Tim thanked us all for joining in, ticking one off 
their bucket list, then handed me a sealed 
envelope with a donation to our charities. 

A really sincere big thanks to all that turned up 
on the day to make Tim and especially John's 
dream come true.

I opened the envelope to find a £100.00 
donation. Thank you Tim and God bless you 
John.

Roger Bonnici

Road Captain
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Not such an early start for this trip, so a few of 
us decided to travel to Folkestone on the 
morning of departure. Arriving at Clacket Lane 
Services to meet up, Paul and Martin were 
surprised to not see Mick Sheargold already 
there with a customary cigarette, big smile and 
dose of abuse.

After a few other arrivals in car park we 
managed to get hold of Mick. Apparently he 
had had a coming together with a brick lying in 
wait on the M25 near Cobham.

With the news he was safe, had rung HOG 
Assist and was being recovered back to GH-D, 
we pushed on to Folkestone to inform the rest 
of the ride and headed off to France. On arrival 
in Calais, we forged onto Tobacco Alley. Once 
the required amount of contraband had been 
purchased, we heard from Mick that he had 
managed to hire a bike from GH-D with the 
help of Axel.

He was now ready to try again and make the 
trip. On hearing this news, Sean and Martin 
decided to return to Calais to meet Mr S (no 
man left behind). It was an eventful ride back to 
Calais with Martin being the target of a china 
plate thrown from a passing car.

Martin and Sean settled in for the wait at Citi 
Europe. After a short wait Mick finally made it to 
France and found them. A quick cigarette, and 
the tale of the accident again (this time 
involving leaping over buses and a 
summersault!!!) we pushed onto Mons to link 
up with the rest of the party.

While Martin and Sean were returning to Calais 
to collect “Mick the Brick” the rest of us headed 
to Ypres for the planned lunch stop. Parking up 
in the main town square with the sun blazing 
down we settled down to traditional Flemish 
stew, Goats Cheese salad or the little known 
Belgium classic, Thai red chicken curry. 

Mons Steak Ride Paul
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Leaving Ypres we headed 10 minutes out of 
town to the very moving Sanctuary Wood 
Museum at Hill 62. The museum is now one of 
the few places on the Ypres Salient battlefields 
where an original trench layout can be seen in 
some semblance of what it might have looked 
like. A very worthwhile visit.

After eating the obligatory ice-cream we 
headed to the Hôtel Lido Mons Centre. Thanks 
to a recce completed earlier in the year by 
Steve, Stephen Foster and Andy Williams 
getting to hotel was a lot simpler and less city 
tour than in 2018 during the Valkenburg trip. 
Straight off the E42, along the Avenue de 
l’Université over the roundabout and down the 
Rue des Barbelés and we arrived the hotel. 
Down the near vertical ramp and we parked up 
in the secure underground parking.

Once parked up many of us checked in, 
unpacked and freshened up. While others, 
without naming names (Richard), stayed in the 
bar and rehydrated. Sometime later Sean, Mick 
and Martin arrived to be welcomed by a few of 
the group outside the hotel and shown to their 

parking spaces. A nice cold beer (or 6) and 
their heroic exploits were relayed to the group, 
including the news that Mick had now set a 
world record for his death defying acrobatics 
and an achievement of a near perfect Telemark 
landing on the M25!

With Mick, Sean and Martin now accounted for 
we were all present and correct. An excellent 
dinner was had at the local Kebab stop, Snack 
Du Lido. With the proprietor accommodating all 
of us without issue. Dinner arrived in expiated 
fashion and was consumed with gusto!

The next day was trip to the Citadel of Namur 
with a coffee stop at Dinant, where the rain 
started. On a positive note I think the rain kept 
the killer wasps away that caused so much 
annoyance previously. Wet weather gear was 
donned by those you had it and we headed on 
to Namur. An attempt at stopping for lunch in 
town was not successful as the rain had forced 
all the locals to drive into town leaving nowhere 
for the intrepid travellers to park.

Continued on next page…
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Oh well, onwards and upwards, literally! We 
left the town and headed up the side of the 
mountain to the Citadel. Cobble stones that 
were in need a jet wash meant a slow but 
careful climb. Grabbing lunch we waited for a 
train to take us on a tour of the Citadel. The 
weather cleared as we trundled around the 
fortress and arrived back the carpark. Back on 
bikes and in the sunshine we returned to the 
hotel for a liquid aperitif before heading to La 
Cervoise in the town square for Steak!

Everyone ordered various sizes of steak, from 
300 gram – 500 gram. As it was a steak 
restaurant Lisa ordered chicken. The chicken 
breast duly arrived looking deliciously raw on a 
hot marble stone. Considering the potential of 
the much maligned Salmonella diet she cooked 
the chicken until it could be cooked no more! 

For the rest of us who had steak, it was 
definitely worth the trip. All was consumed and 
nothing left for the starving children of the 
world. Dave, having consumed the 500 gram 
then starting eyeing off Genevieve’s lasagne. 
With guilt in her eyes she offered Dave the 
other half of the family serving to which he 
demolished in double quick time before she 
could change her mind. He did, however leave 
room for Irish coffee and Crêpes Suzette. 
Everyone else headed back to hotel for a few 

more beers. Again drinking the hotel bar fridges 
dry for the second night in row!

Next day, up at a reasonable time for breakfast 
in the hotel before heading to the Menin Gate 
at Ypres via some interesting roads and a 
lovely tour of the local cement works. Through 
the Menin Gate and back to Ypres for lunch 
and then back to Calais for the train home. 

A brilliant trip, great company, too much beer 
and food! 

Paul Cutler

Road Marshal 
(NOT CAPTAIN LIKE I SAID LAST ISSUE! - ED.)
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The Band of Fools has made at least two 
appearances since last putting pen to paper for 
this most intellectual of magazines.

Happy to provide some amusement for the 
Chapter, we’ve managed to sneak in un-
announced on two separate occasions.

4th July club night was the first. Coinciding with 
American Independence Day, at The Princess 
Royal, it was an introduction and induction to 
Hogwash for Chapter Photographer and Best-
Dressed Fool, John Fluker, aka Dennis Hopper. 
What a ‘Star’.

Prize for, ‘Best-Dressed Independence Day 
Outfit’ on the night, was quite rightly won by 
Mick Brealey. His entrance on his bike with the 
flag flying was absolutely magnificent, “All Hail, 
to you Mick Brealey”. Lucky Mick has a 
fabulous trophy for his side-board to constantly 
remind him of the night. I hope Jackie is 
keeping it well-polished for you, mate.

Back to the music and just for the record, 
despite the appearance of a microphone, your 
entertainers, Howard Pullen, Katie Francis, 
John Fluker and myself all performed without 
the aid of amplification. Somebody wanted me 
to turn it up, not sure you want to hear us too 
clearly in all our glory! 

We tried some American Classics and many 
thanks to those of you in 
the audience who joined 
in with the spirit of 
silliness. Roger Miller, 
Elvis Presley and John 
Denver are still spinning in 
their graves, but our 
respect to them for such 
fine singing material is 
immense.

It was a very fine evening 
with everybody and all 
Chapter business 
conducted outside, a rare 

treat for us all. 

Our second metamorphosis emerged at Hogs 
On The Farm at the very end of the evening. 
When the Wavy Davy Band failed to keep it up 
all night, your heroes of Hogwash came to the 
rescue.

Howard Pullen, Katie Francis, John Fluker and 
myself were also joined by our sometime 
impresario Czes Wicherek, and so we 
managed to keep the party alive for a little 
longer. A variety of well-known classics were 
blasted out by all present and still standing with 
great gusto. Howard leading the charge with a 
rousing rendition of, ‘I Got A Brand New 
Combine Harvester’, “All Hail” to The Wurzels 
for that fine classic. 

I know there are many of you who like to take 
your instruments in hand and play with 
yourself, but it is much more fun playing with 
other like-minded people. You know who we 
are, you know what we’re about and we’d love 
you to play with us. Don’t be shy, what have 
you got to lose?

Wavy Davy

All Hail, The Mighty Hogwash! Wavy Davy
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So for those of you that have never been to 
Liverpool before I would highly recommend it.

It is not all about Scousers with perms and 
fake beards walking about in shell suits saying 
“Calm Down, Calm down Mate”, the people 
are genuinely nice and the historic buildings 
are great sites to go and view.

Our day started on the Friday at Blackbushe 
Airport, meeting Malcom and Margaret and 
the other members riding with us. At 10.00am 
we were on our way, heading up to 
Cirencester to meet up with Steve and Ruth 
and then carrying on up the A49, round 
Shrewsbury past Whitechurch and Chester, 
which was like coming home for our Trike as 
we bought him from the Chester Harley 
Davidson dealership.

Once we had gone through the Kingsway 
Tunnel we were then in Liverpool, heading for 
the docks where our hotel was near, passing 
the famous Liver Building featured on the Liver 
Birds. Or Bread for those of you old enough to 
remember!

Malcom had arranged a hotel with underground 
parking (no worries about missing wheels in the 

morning) and only a stone’s throw from the 
Albert Docks where we had a meal at the 
Smugglers Cove restaurant before heading off 
to the Cavern Club.

The Cavern Club was an amazing experience 
with its different bands playing their own music 
and Beatles covers, well worth the visit.

So to Saturday. No riding, but a leisurely taxi 
ride to the famous places in Liverpool. Taking in 
John, Pauls, Ringo’s and Georges houses, also 
seeing Penny Lane, Strawberry Fields and (a 
bit macabre) Eleanor Rigby’s grave. The guys 
doing the tour were brilliant, knowledgeable 

and factual about what we were 
seeing, its history and how it all 
linked in with the history of The 
Beatles.

After lunch we took the “Ferry 
across the Mersey” (too young to 
remember the song, sorry) and 
then onto the submarine museum 
to check out a dissected U boat.

Beatlemania Barry & Gina
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For the evening Malcom had excelled 
again with a lovely bistro near the 
centre of Liverpool. So many 
Scousers out that night (Champions 
League Final), but again lovely food 
and great company before heading 
off to the Cavern Club again to find a 
TV showing the footie. In rare 
moment of weakness (sorry Jim) I 
found myself hoping Spurs would 
score, but they did not and as we 
walked back to the hotel the streets 
where full of singing Liverpool 
supporters. No aggro or trouble, just 
people out that night enjoying 
themselves.

Sunday we were back to the Albert 
Docks to check out the Beatles story at 
their Museum and then some of us then went 
on to the Cunard Building where they had an 
exhibition on music through the decades up to 
present day. By the time we left, the streets 
where full of people waiting for the bus parade 
with the Liverpool players (any Liverpool 
supporters in the Chapter, I have the parade on 
video and photos if you want them) and we 
returned to the hotel before heading out for our 
evening meal.

Monday had arrived and it was time to come 
home. We headed down the M6, then towards 
Redditch & Evesham and through the scenic 
villages of Stow on the Wold and Bourton on 

the Walter. Finally we joined the M3 and down 
to Fleet services where we said our goodbyes.

This was Malcom’s and Margaret’s first 
weekend planned ride and everything we saw 
and experienced over that weekend was down 
to their hard work in their planning and 
preparation for this trip, it all went smoothly and 
for anyone thinking of doing this next year, they 
should.

It was a great weekend, with great company 
and many, many thanks to you both for 
arranging it.

Thank You.

Barry & Gina
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Hogs on the Farm 2019 Scarecrow

This oI’ scarecrow’s been witness to all the 
‘Hogs On The Farm’ events over the years and 
this year’s was by far the best. Just ‘cos I’m 
stuck on a stick in a field, don’t mean I don’t 
know what yer all up ta.

That Maestro Howard Pullen done a 
marvellous job again, we seen him round here 
lots, coming an’ going with all manner of farm 
machinery, but them ol’ Harley-Davidson 
tractors sure beat the rest. They makes my job 
easier too, frighting them pesky crows away.

Friday morning started when a couple of local 
travellers arrived in their caravan together with 
all sorts of musical paraphernalia. The van 
pitched up and the equipment disappeared into 
our big barn. Some gypsy magic was afoot.

All day long others arrived, on two wheels and 
four, pitching tents, motorhomes and camper 
vans on our barn home-fields. Magnificent 
contraptions some of them tents, even one with 
it’s own outdoor carsey!

Howard, and his hat, kept coming and going 
constantly with instructions, signposts and all 
manner of necessaries to set up a great party. 
The Hogsback Tea, being of most importance, 
was set-up, tapped, tested and cracked open 
to ensure the work-party was well lubricated for 
all the jobs required. Young Rebecca Evans, 
Eileen Ostinelli and Wendy Evans set up a very 

comprehensive bar and kept all manner of 
liquid refreshment flowing to all and sundry, all 
weekend. Them girls are a lovely bit o’ stuff.

A dedicated band of workers, led by Director 
Dell Evans, set-to with carpets, chairs, tables 
and banners to decorate the barn and 
marquee. In no particular order, I saw John 
Fluker, (taking photos), Chris Doody, Paul 
Allison, Ty Kent, David Francis, Michael 
Wright an a few others all helping with the 
heavy stuff. Some inspired direction by Dell, 
(from ground level), managed to achieve the 
fixing of a flag above the doorway, but only 
due to the remarkable extending limbs of Paul 
Allison. 
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Party girl, Katie Francis, set-to with 
flags, balloons, flowers and other 
decorations, (apparently it was her 
significant birthday celebration), and 
the barn was soon transformed into a 
country palace good enough for all 
the fine gentry attending. 

A mobile mess-room was erected 
with kitchen and servery, ready to 
cope with all on-site catering needs to 
keep a demanding, ever-hungry 
bunch of campers satisfied. Principal 
chefs for the weekend, Robin 
Seymour and Gary Morss, ably 
assisted by sous-chef John Fluker 
(taking photos), provided an evening 
barbeque and two breakfasts over the 
course of the three days.

Not forgetting other essentials, a constant flow 
of tea and coffee was made available by them 
lovely barmaids, twenty-four-hour self-service, 
again over the three days.

Friday evening arrived and my mate, ‘Ant’, 
arrived to cart all us fine ladies and gentlemen 
campers off to one of my favourite local pubs, 
The White Hart in Stopham. Six miles of 
tractor-and-trailer ride through our lovely 
countryside to a glorious watering hole on the 
River Arun. Oh how we locals love to hold the 
traffic up with our tractors.

At the pub there was entertainment all evening, 
outside in the sunshine until late. A few more 

Chapter members arrived independently to add 
to the crowd and convivial atmosphere.

A tasty self-service curry and rice (with rustic 
salad) graced the tables. Local band, Mike Fry 
& The FT’s, rocked the party non-stop with 
some great music. All the usual dancers were 
up and at it, thanks to Jane Robertson’s 
contagious enthusiasm and constant 
encouragement. Sadly one dancer was very 
conspicuous by his absence, Cliff Michie, but 
he lives on in the spirit of everything the 
Chapter does. Truly, great fun was had by all 
until, sadly, “time”, was called.

The bewitching hour arrived and before the 
unfriendly natives (next door to the pub) 

became too restless, departure ensued 
once again on the tractor. Lucky ‘Ant’ had 
the pleasure of returning us happy, 
singing passengers all the way back 
home to our farm. Choir Master, Howard 
Pullen, ably assisted by some former 
Rugby players singing some dubious 
songs all the way. Surprisingly, it didn’t 
get too messy, only one young lady, 
Sheila Wallond, worthy of mention, acting 
the ‘giddy goat’ thanks to some serious 
Prosecco consumption. We had a larf I 
tell ‘ee.
Continued on next page…
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Once installed safely in their tents, pure silence 
descended on Medhone Farm, back to it’s 
normal tranquillity, for a few hours at least. 
Gave the bats and small furry creatures a small 
breathing space to scurry about.

Saturday morning started bright and remained 
perfect for the whole day’s celebrations. Robin, 
Gary and John (taking photos) fired up the 
barbeque and polished their sharply honed 
culinary skills to provide a cracking Full English 
breakfast to start everyone’s day, in the time-
honoured manner. DJ ‘Wavy Davy’, filled the air 
with gentle waves of acoustic mellowness to 
keep the atmosphere smooth and gentle. An’ it 
kept them crows away, ha ha.

Eventually activities kicked into some sort of 
action (‘cept Sheila, still looking ‘sheep-ish’) 
and rideouts were co-ordinated for a meet at 
another of my favourite local pubs, The Well 
Diggers at Byworth. Bring it on, but 
unfortunately too early for a bevvy.

One group went off with Road Marshall Howard 
Pullen to Capel, near Dorking, to visit a display 
of Millitary Vehicles. I didn’t fancy messing with 
fire, so I chose the beach an’ a chance for 
some talent-spotting. Oo-argh.

The other group, led by Road Captain Malcolm 
Bradley, went off to the seaside to 
Littlehampton’s West Beach for a paddle and a 
bit of sandcastle construction. I joined ‘em, and 
after for fish’n’chips at another pub which was 
open for beer.

Meanwhile, Robin, Wendy, Eileen and Rebecca 
went shopping again to top up catering 
supplies, more food, more drink, no surprise. 
All that country air makes you hungry an’ dries 
yer throat, so it do.

On return late afternoon Games Master Chris 
Doody and his team had everybody in stitches 
with his inspired antics for riders of Harley-
Davidsons to control their bikes on difficult 
terrain. Fair-play to all the competent riders and 
brave pillions who took part, not me, I’m a man 
made of straw. Chris’s only disappointment was 
that the cheap balloons he’d provided proved 
too robust. Watch out for them next time. 
Magnificent cups for the most successful teams 
were presented later during the evening’s 
soiree. We ‘ad another good larf, it was great 
fun. Oh, yeah, and John Fluker took loads of 
photos.

It be worthy of note that the ‘Ladies of Harley’ 
team thrashed the ‘Gentlemen of Harley’ team 
of Road Captains in the race for co-ordination 
of mind and feet. ‘Nuf said.

Some of the Hoggies were loaded into a trailer 
and enjoyed a 2 hour tour of the farm with our 
hosts Richard and Mark Chandler. They 
explained about farming and how to diversify 
with business units and fish breeding in order 
to stay in business,

The stunning views of Petworth and the 
surrounding area from the top of Shimmings 
Hill delighted everybody and an agricultural 
quiz was conducted on route by Howard. Andy 
No Pants was disappointed that there were no 
actual hogs on the farm and thought that we 
were heading for the pub (easily confused) so 
he dozed off after a while!
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After all the excitement out on the field, DJ 
‘Waves’ slowly cranked up the ante with a 
continuous flow of banging Classic Rock 
tunes in the barn as everybody settled 
down and prepared to eat, drink and be 
very merry. A very convivial atmosphere 
ensued as the gentlemen slowly did their 
best to drain the barrels of Hogsback Tea 
and compete with the ladies as they 
delicately sipped their dainty glasses of 
Prosecco.

Many more members arrived before the 
barbeque, there’s nothing like the smell of 
simmering fat to draw in a crowd of 
‘Hoggies’. The new arrivals swelled the 
numbers and added to the relaxed 
atmosphere always prevalent at Hogsback 
meets. In the meantime the musicians of 
the Wavy Davy Band also arrived, including me 
ol’ mate, bass-playing Andy ‘Crippo’ Cripps, 
and set up an impressive array of instruments, 
ready to rock the night away.

The catering team soon magiced-up copious 
quantities of finely cooked sausages, burgers 
and chicken from the barbeque, with fresh 
salads and bread, all in the finest of good 
tradition. Katie also provided birthday cake for 
‘afters’. She likes a bit of ‘afters’, does our 
Katie.

The Wavy Davy Band continued the seamless 
flow of Classic Rock with some very live music. 
Our very own David Francis on guitar and 
vocals together with the extraordinary talents of 
Crippo on bass, Adrian Joly on lead guitars, 
Johnny Guitar on rhythm guitars and vocals 
and solid new drummer Graham Reader, 
demonstrating how hours of dedicated 
rehearsals can pay off with some great sounds. 
The very lovely Eva Joly helped out on the last 
number of the first set, playing her saxophone, 
while David sang his tribute to the Chapter, 
James Brown’s “I Feel Good, I Got You”. Much 

appreciation was given, especially 
by those of us fortunate to 
experience how the band just gets 
better and better, Rock On.

Continued on next page…
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As always, the very reliable and lovely, ‘Ladies 
Of Harley’, provided an equally seamless set of 
dance routines. Jane Robertson keeping 
everyone at it, ably assisted by a vibrating 
electric device she’d brought along to stimulate 
some added excitement from the ladies (and 
some gents too, apparently) and Party Girl 
Katie enjoying her birthday celebrations, being 
here, there and everywhere without ever losing 
her phone once. No rice required after all.

The following raffle and prize-giving gave 
everybody some respite and a chance to eat 
more cake, although for some reason Vince 
Pyle preferred his full-on in the face. How did 
that happen, Beverly Seymour?

The Wavy Davy Band’s second set proved to 
be even more lively than the first and 
seemingly never-ending. Time became warped, 
I could’ve been back in my youth, or was it just 
the Tea? Johnny Guitar’s lovely daughter 
Rosie, sang ‘Don’t Dream It’s Over’, but sadly 
the band had to finish eventually. They did, 
however, manage to find the energy to perform 
one last earlier request by Dell Evans for 
‘Living Next Door To Alice’ which was heartily 
sang by everyone still standing. Except Dell, 
apparently he’d gone to bed, bloody 
lightweight.

The band were eventually allowed to give up 
and pack-away, but those of us remaining 
stalwarts wanted more, so into the breach 
stepped some of Hogwash’s finest to keep the 
entertainment going for a little longer.

Choir Master Howard Pullen with ukulele, 
together with co-ukulele player and chorister, 
Katie Francis (still up for some ‘afters’), 
choristers John Fluker (taking photos) and 
webmeister Czes Wicherek, ably led by chief 
chorister David Francis on guitar, managed to 
keep things going until about 2am-ish, when 
their collective vocal chords finally gave in. I 
think the performance of ‘Hallelujah’ was the 
highlight (even the local cats joined-in on that 
one) and a very fitting end to the evening’s 
celebration of all that’s good about a fantastic 
Chapter.

What a fabulous night and what a fabulous 
weekend from the Hogsback Chapter.

A very sincere ‘thank you’ to everyone who 
worked so hard to clear up at the end, you left 
the barn and the farm in a cleaner state than 
you found it, brilliant. I feel very sorry for 
Howard, for being the one to take a skip load of 
rubbish to the tip in his car. Nothing a thorough 
valeting every day for a month of Sundays 
won’t solve, Howard, I’ll be buying you a beer 
next time I see you, thet’s fer sure.

Looking forward to the next one and thank you 
all for making it so special,

Scarecrow

PS. Apparently Katie Francis is still celebrating 
her significant birthday party and still searching 
fer them ‘afters’!
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Cascais Peter

Plans had been made, ferries booked, hotel 
rooms reserved, and the weather guaranteed 
to treat us well; that was the program. Brittany 
Ferries then had a fire on our boat, the Pont 
Avon, a month prior to our sailing date, but our 
scheduled departure from Plymouth to 
Santander was not affected; well that was until 
one of the hydraulic steering systems failed on 
the ferry. That did impact us with the vessel 
being confined to dry dock in France. No 
worries, we all booked onto the Eurotunnel 
train to Calais and plans were made to ride 
down through France over three days, adding a 
further 900 miles to our road trip. A couple of 
days before departure Brittany Ferries came up 
with an alternative route for us, Portsmouth to 
St Malo, honouring our cabin assignments and 
offering us refunds and compensation for our 
now two-day, 600 miles extra ride down 
through France and into Spain.

Day 1, 7th June - Portsmouth to St. Malo

Weather failed in its agreement on the first 
day’s ride to Portsmouth. Torrential rain on the 
ride to the harbour and a three-car pile-up on 
the A3M was taken in our stride and we all 
boarded our ferry on time. My cabin was below 
the lowest car deck which made for a very 
relaxed sleep, after an excellent meal, on an 
otherwise rolling ferry.

Day 2, 8th June - St. Malo to 
Angoulins, just south of La Rochelle

A 350km ride through France with 18 
bikes. Multiple pizzas cooked at a 
roadside café and burgers at 
McDonalds was our sustenance along 
the way before reaching our evening 
stop destination at the Premiere Club 
Motel, a one-star motel at Angoulins. 
The evening meal at a Buffalo Grill, 
across the parking lot from our motel, 
was just what was needed to provide 
beer, wine and food after that first day’s 
ride. Robin celebrated the first of his 
“Happy Birthday” sessions. Trying to 

get back into our rooms at the motel that 
evening was an issue for a few of us as their 
magnetic door cards didn’t function. Entrance 
to rooms was however attained by the entering 
of the booking reference number into an 
electronic key machine. Sleep ensued.

Day 3, 9th June - Angoulins to Carr. de 
Pamplona

A 400km ride through France and just into 
Spain, now with 20 bikes as two riders joined 
us at the hotel last night. It was a wet start to 
the day but by midday the waterproofs were 
removed and the temperature increased 
making today’s ride a pleasure to be on the 
road. We all got used to paying for fuel before 
filling up and figured out the intricacies of 
paying by credit card at unmanned petrol 
stations. Another thing we got used to was the 
way the French drivers would just pull into the 
pack, with no regard to the position of the bikes 
they were cutting up. Crossing over the border 
into Spain was marked by the glorious lemony 
smell of pine trees. Our accomodation for the 
night was at the Hotel Venta Etxalar where a 
second “Happy Birthday” event for Robin 
occurred that evening at dinner.

Continued on next page…
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Day 4, 10th June - Carr de Pamplona to 
Fuente De

A 350km ride through the north of Spain and 
then south into the Picos mountain range. An 
initially damp start to the day that turned to 
sunshine and lots of heat. The start of the day 
saw us riding back to the Spanish border to 
acquire toll tags for several of the riders. We 
then headed to San Sebastian Harley 
Davidson along a route that took us through an 
urban conurbation of city streets and 
roundabouts. The dealership provided cold 
drinks and coffee and a welcomed 
airconditioned environment to wind down after 
the hectic ride. One of the bikes had a slow 
puncture and the dealership got that sorted 
very efficiently. We lost a lot of time getting to 
the dealership, so the next part of the ride west 
was carried out on the Spanish A8 autoroute 
which in this region had no toll gates or 
gantries. South of Pechon we turned south 
onto the N-621 to Potes. At this town the road 
became the CA-185 turned west and headed 
up an awesome gorge formed by the river Rio 
Deva. This fabulous road twisted its way up to 
our hotel, the Parador de Fuente De. And that’s 
were the road stopped. The Picos Mountain 
range was all around us, with snow on the 
peaks. Two further riders joined us at this hotel, 
now making 22 Hogsback bikes in our pack 
with a total of, I think, 27 people. Diner at the 
hotel was good and tonight was the turn of 
Bernice to celebrate her birthday.

Day 5, 11th June - Fuente De to Chaves

A 400km ride through the Spanish Picos 
mountain range and into Portugal. This route 
started off with us riding north east back down 
the gorge to Potes where we then turned south 
east onto the N-621. This road took us back up 
into the mountains following initially the river 
Rio Quiviesa up to its watershed and then 
various other rivers down the other side of the 
mountain range. Now, this was the most 
intense, maximum concentration, maximum 
difficulty road I have ridden in my life. There 
were hairpin bends, blind corners, poor road 
surfaces, pot holes, overhanging rocks and to 
top it all we rode up into the clouds reducing 
visibility to minimal and, to add to the pleasure, 
snow started to drop on us. I rode my ride and 
everyone of us arrived at the other side of the 
mountain range in one piece. Lunch break was 
very welcome let me assure you. 

The remainder of the ride down though 
northern Portugal to Chaves was on the toll 
autoroute though some fabulous scenery, 
across massive viaducts and around large 
reservoirs. Our hotel for the night was at the 
Forte de São Francisco which was an ancient 
fort with a central parade ground of granite 
cobble sets, making parking up for the night a 
precarious event, well for me anyway. Our 
dinner that night was in one of the old stables 
of the fort. I was told that the lamb shank was 
more like aged deer; I stuck to the beef steak 
and salad. I slept well that night after the 
intense riding of the day.
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Day 6, 12th June - Chaves to Porto 
Novo

A 430km ride through northern Portugal 
before turning south to follow the 
coastline. The day’s riding was toll 
autoroute all the way. We initially were 
going to ride through Porto but traffic 
around the city was heavy, so we 
remained on the autoroute and 
bypassed the hub of the fortified wine 
industry. It was on this day I started to 
wonder why riders in front of me were 
getting green signals at the auto tolls 
along with the cost of that section of the 
toll while I was getting an orange light, 
alarm bells and no charges displayed. Later on 
in the day I realised that my toll tag was still in 
the foil bag so the signal the tag was 
transmitting was being blocked by the foil. One 
learns these things you know. Tag was 
removed from the bag and placed the right way 
round in my jacket pocket. Turns out I was only 
charged for the last two toll gantries I passed 
under; the last two gantries ridden with the tag 
out of its bag. At time of writing I still await 
notice of penalty fines based upon number-
plate recognition. Our hotel that evening was at 
the Hotel Golf Mar, a huge 60’s style building 
on the Atlantic coast. The surf was pounding on 
the beach which, with the doors to the balcony 
open, provided an excellent background sound 
to fall asleep too. But before sleep there was a 
superb buffet meal. My belly was definitely full 
after that feast. Oh, and the buffet included as 

much wine, beer and soft drinks that you could 
drink. We were the last to leave the restaurant 
that night, with the maître-de locking the door 
after us. A bit of Porto Novo history – this was 
the site of the disembarkation of the British 
forces under General Auckland in August 1808 
at the commencement of the Peninsular War 
against Napoleon. 

Day 7, 13th June - Porto Novo to Cascais

An 80km ride south following the coast to 
Cascais. Today the ride started at 10am, an 
hour later than usual. The extra hour in bed 
was welcome. With the bikes all loaded up we 
headed out from the hotel south along the 
coast road, passing through many small 
villages and towns with occasional bad traffic 
problems. A small section of autoroute later 
took us into the town of Cascais, where we 

were holing up in the Hotel Vial Gale 
for the duration of the Cascais HOG 
Festival. Further members of the 
Hogsback Chapter met up with us 
at the hotel. Dinner on that first 
night in Cascais was at a German 
beer cellar. Service at this 
establishment left a lot to be 
desired but in true Hogsback 
fashion we made the best of the 
place and then moved on to the 
bars and entertainment around the 
rally site.

Continued on next page…
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Day 8, 14th June - Cascais 

The day for me was spent walking around 
the town of Cascais looking at the various 
museums, galleries, street sculptures and 
the lighthouse. In between doing that I 
visited the street cafes and listened to the 
entertainment at the main rally site stage 
which was a large affair with plenty of space 
in front. I met up with various Portuguese 
friends I know and was taken to a little fish 
restaurant for lunch. Very tasty. At midday all 
the Hogsback Chapter met up at the 
Cascais Arch for a group photo and a thank 
you speech for Robin’s excellent trip 
planning. The sun was shining and by the time 
I returned to the hotel and sat around the pool, 
many others of Hogsback appeared from their 
wanderings and riding. Cascais was full of all 
types of bikes though Harleys were the 
predominant. I even saw a couple of Buells and 
talked Buelligan stuff with their proud owners. 
That evening I ended up in a Piripiri Chicken 
restaurant and dropped into bed totally 
exhausted

Day 9, 15th June - Cascais 

This was the Grand Parade Day. The majority 
of the Hogsback riders took to their bikes and 
rode to the Estoril race circuit along with a few 
thousand other bikes. I opted to stay in town 
and attempted to video the arrival of the parade 
back into Cascais, after the bikes had done the 
circuit of the Estoril race track and ridden 
through the surrounding countryside. The mass 
arrival of so many Harleys through the streets 
of Cascais was a sight to behold. I believe I 
managed to capture on video some of the 
Hogsback riders and that video is on the 
Chapter’s Facebook page. We all went our 
separate ways after the parade, taking in the 
bands on stage and eating at various places. A 
few of us went in search of a South African 
restaurant but ended up in a nice Portuguese 
fish restaurant. 

A review of the night life over these few days in 
Cascais follows, written by Peter Hardman… 

“The night life in Cascais for the late night 
special HOG amblers was in full swing with all 
the bars around the beach area packed to 

bursting. Music was in many a bar and 
restaurant along the strip, catering for the HD 
masses who were out until early hours lapping 
up the rally. 

The Hogs frequented waterholes overlooking 
the pyramid tent where the HD bands pounded 
out the music until midnight. Led On – a Led 
Zeppelin tribute band rocked the crowd and 
Dead Cats and Dead Rats ‘The Doors’ tribute 
was excellent along with the band Picture 
Books on the final night. 

Around the pyramid, Taj Clun Cascais had a 
great DJ with good mingling and drinks bar – 
even showed football early on of the Copa 
America kick out and WC qualifying games. 

Crystal Club, atop the shops, was heaving 
each night with good mixing and an popular 
enroute stop over for some of our adventurous 
HOGS. 

Restaurant Duke in the square was a favourite 
HOG stop and had a good flair of visitors. Did 
we see a Wise man here ever? 

Conolly’s & O’Neill’s Irish bars were frequented 
as a safe haven and closed late – ideal for the 
HOG revellers. 

The Harley Davidson Pop up Bar on beach with 
Argentinian Beef DJ ran until 2 am with good 
crowd support and entertainment from those 
who could not muster being able to table 
dance. Several of us were adept at this. Great 
meat slabs on tap with Heineken.”

Peter
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Day 10, 16th June - Cascais to Salamanca

A 500km ride northwest on the Portuguese and 
Spanish autoroutes. The start of our return to 
home. This was a solid day of high-speed 
motorway riding. The temperature was up in 
the 30s and we took frequent breaks to get 
both fuel into the bikes and liquid into our 
bodies. If ever there was a day that I was 
tempted to ride in jeans and T shirt that was the 
day, but no, the leathers stayed on. Our 
destination that day was the Hotel Ibb 
Recoletos Coco in Salamanca. We all sat down 
for dinner in the hotel that night but what I ate I 
have no recollection. I think I was asleep before 
I fell into bed.

Day 11, 17th June - Salamanca to Bilbao

 A 450km ride to the port of Bilbao. The ride 
north was initially on the autoroute out of 
Salamanca to Quintanilla de las Torres, a total 
of 260km. We then took a turn to the East to 
ride the twisty roads of the Eastern Picos 
Mountains before heading North into Bilbao. If 
you have ever visited Bilbao you will know that 
the city is built on the side of the mountains. 
Roads fall away in front of you as you descend 
and twist your way through the city, with the 
most convoluted and weirdest road cambers 
you could ever hope to imagine. But we made it 
to our resting place for the night, the Hotel URH 
Palacio de Oriol, located right on the seafront 
and only a few kilometres away from the ferry 

port. Like most hotels in the city, the parking for 
our bikes was in a black hole under the hotel. 
We found the light switches eventually. After a 
cooling shower we gathered for dinner. 
Unfortunately, the hotel’s dining room was a tad 
on the small size, so the couples went to the 
posh restaurant and the singles headed off for 
a walk to a fish restaurant we had been told 
about. My leg wasn’t doing too well so I opted 
out and had a pizza at the Domino’s across the 
road from the hotel. Sleep came on quickly that 
night.

Day 12, 18th June - Goodbye to the Iberian 
Peninsula

With bags packed, bikes loaded, and pictures 
and memories sealed into iPhone and Android 
phones we headed out to the Brittany Ferries’ 
port just a few kilometres up the road. There 
was a bit of hanging about on the dockside 
before we boarded the boat and then we were 
on our passage back to Portsmouth. Mark did 
an excellent job in organising a table for us all 
to eat dinner in the boats posh restaurant. 
Dinner completed; we took to the bars. I 
believe there was a singer providing 
entertainment but by that time I was curled up 
asleep in my cabin. 

Continued on next page…



Cascais
 

Hogsback News Late Summer 2019 !36

Day 13, 19th June - Portsmouth and 
beyond

The crossing of the Bay of Biscay was 
effortless. With goodbyes and kisses and 
fist pumps we rode off the boat and went 
on our various routes back home. My total 
mileage, door to door was 2046 miles, and 
the best bed I slept in was the one I fell into 
every night of that trip.

I didn’t know many people on the ride at 
the start of the first day, and for some this 
was their first ever big ride. But let me 
assure you, I made many friends on this 
trip and there will be many more rides to do. 
Don’t be worried if you are new to the Chapter 
or riding solo or you don’t know many people 
with Harleys, join in on the many rides that the 
Hogsback Chapter has on offer. Thirteen days 
on the road may not be for everyone but there 
are plenty of one day and weekend trips 
organised by Chapter members who Love to 
Ride. 

Thanks go out to all for making this a great trip, 
but especially I wish to thank Robin for 

arranging this whole ride. Also big thanks to the 
Road Crew for getting us there and back, 
namely Robin & Beverley, Vince & Debbie, 
Charlie & Bernice and Alastair. And to all the 
rest of us a big thanks for marking those drop 
off points, which in some instances were not 
the easiest of places to stop.

Ride free and safe all. 

Peter Woolfson
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A Bridge Too Far Dave

We didn’t know this when we booked, 
but Carl’s trips are apparently 
guaranteed rain-free, so it was a shame 
Jean and I went down to Folkestone a 
day early and got soaked. Still, over to 
the terminal at the crack of dawn on 
Thursday to meet up with Carl, Flo, 
Gary, Dik, Ron and Vince and on to the 
8.20 to Calais.

French auto-routes to begin with, 
stopping off at Sluice for a bite to eat by 
the canal. This is a really pretty little 
town bustling with affluent holiday 
makers and boasting chimneys that storks had 
up residence on. We used the “Buddy system” 
on the road as there were just 6 bikes, and with 
Carl leading and either Gary or Dik acting as 
rear gunners, we made good progress and 
covered 200 miles through France, Belgium 
and the Netherlands on the first day.

The riding included one of the longest sub-sea 
road tunnels I’ve been through and this took us 
onto the Beveland Peninsular. With a brief stop 
at Middelburg, we headed off towards our hotel 
on the first night at Made via 6 miles of 
spectacular cruising atop the Reimerswaal 
dyke with a lagoon on the right and to the left, 
an inlet to the North Sea. Beer laughs and 
good food on our first night together, then up 
the following morning for more trundling 

through the daffodil fields, canals and past 
countless windmills. However, and there’s a 
lesson here for everyone, if you leave your 
ignition and lights on overnight, don’t expect a 
quick getaway the next day, (mentioning no 
names here Vince!).

Not too many miles on day two, but beautiful 
scenery, more canals, windmills and some 
great twisties round the fields. It was during this 
stretch that rumours of Carl’s fascination with 
ferries emerged. We managed 4 of these tiny 
“barges” – guided by cables between the canal 
banks before meeting up with Vince and Ron at 
the Airborne Museum at Hartenstein, 2kms 
west of Arnhem. This was the operational 
centre of the 101 Airborne’s attempt to take and 
hold the final strategic bridge in the Market 
Garden operation at Arnhem. The museum is in 
the restored hotel that served as the command 
centre in September 1944 and well worth a 
visit. The photos showing how young some of 
the combatants (on both sides) were. A 
sobering reminder of how lucky the majority of 
us are never to have experienced conflict on 
this scale in our lives. Quite apart from the 
casualties among the German, British, 
American and Polish troops, some 1,000 Dutch 
civilians were killed at Arnhem either in the 
cross-fire or for assisting the Allied troops cut 
off from their front line.
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Coincidently, that weekend saw the HD 
Benelux rally in Garderen, just a few miles 
North of Arnhem. Brief chats with like-minded 
bikers from the Black Hills as well as Red Rose 
and Dunedin Chapters. The hot sunny weather 
continued into Saturday, and we crossed the 
Nederrijn on the fiercely fought over bridge and 
headed off via the Nijmegen bridge to the 
Veghel HD dealership to say hello. A stop off at 
Boekel for lunch, then on to Son for our last 
Hotel.

Son was the first bridge in the Market Garden 
operation and the location of our last Hotel, a 
converted Convent where the nuns had run an 
orphanage. Great breakfast and comfortable 
enough, but unfortunately no evidence of any 
continued hauntings. I was reminded of the old 
census form question – Occupation of Mother? 
(if nun write none). A final supper at a rather 
decent Indonesian restaurant left Carl with wind 
powered assistance on his CVO for the drive 
back to Calais.

Stopping off for coffees at Hulst, a remarkable 
town fortress bordered by the star shaped 
fortifications that remain to this day, and on to 
Tienen for lunch before the haul up the A26 to 
the Calais terminal.

So, four ferries, three bridges and some 
blisteringly hot weather, plus everything you 
could hope for on a 4 day jaunt on the 
continent. Big big thanks to Carl and Flo for 
some great organising and tour leading, Gary 
and Dik taking turns to bring up the rear, and 
Ron for helping Vince with his flat battery. 
Great pals, pints, driving and a history lesson 
or two thrown in, what more could you ask for?

Dave Hardcastle
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Who Hell He???

More mysterious photos of Chapter members 
have been surfacing. 

It is believed that this trio of pictures are 
actually of the same person! 

Can you identify who it is? And the make and 
model of bikes?
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Opening Hours: UK - Mon-Fri 8am-8pm, Sat 9am-5pm, Sun 10am-4pm, Ireland - Mon - Fri 9.00am - 5.30pm, Sat 9.00am - 1.00pm
HARLEY | RIDER INSURANCETM is arranged and administered by Harley-Davidson Insurance Services. As with all insurances, terms and conditions apply.  
Harley-Davidson Insurance Services is a trading style of Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Limited, registered in England and Wales No 2600841. Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority, firm 
reference number 307243. In Ireland, Harley-Davidson Insurance Services trading as Carole Nash Insurance Consultants is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority in the United Kingdom and is regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland for 
conduct of business rules. Registered in England and Wales: 2600841. ©H-D 2018. Harley, Harley-Davidson and the Bar & Shield logo are among the trademarks of H-D U.S.A., LLC. 

CALL the only official H-D insurance 

0800 977 6878
Get a quote online at www.harley-davidson.co.uk/insurance
In the ROI call 1800 800 845 for a quote.

5% SAVING FOR H.O.G.® MEMBERS | AGREED VALUE INCLUDED
UK & EUROPEAN BREAKDOWN AND REPATRIATION | £1,250 LEATHERS & HELMET COVER

Your only concern is 
your destination
Wherever you ride, rest assured that with Harley Rider Insurance™ 
you have one of the most comprehensive insurance policies.

NEW FOR 2018 
We now protect you against uninsured riders and drivers.


