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Last Issues capti
on competition
winner was Kare
n Rawlings.
See the back ins
ide cover for
the this issues…

Other contributions - in no particular order ;)
Paul:
‘Can you hear me at the back’
Everyone : ’What did he say!!’
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Dell

Director’s Blurb
Yippee the good weather is here at last.
What a fabulous IOW weekend arranged by
Andy & Carol England. He had 93 booked and
it was so successful he is going for another 20
rooms next year. Things really ramp up now
with a full ride and activities calendar. If you are
still dithering about booking Cirencester our
main event this summer then get your finger
out or you will miss the boat. Just contact
Robin via the website link asap.

Director
with the secretary post will be advertised in
June for a July club night Chapter vote. I do
intend having another go and standing for
director but don’t let that stop anyone else
putting their names forward as I will support
any change the Chapter wants. Karen is not
standing again as Secretary so I encourage
anyone who wishes to be more involved in the
Chapter to consider applying. I do wish to thank
Karen for all her support over the last 2.5
years, she has been invaluable to the smooth
running of the Chapter. The merchandise
officer post is a committee vote but will be
advertised likewise in June.
I hope you all enjoy what the Chapter has
organised this year and don’t forget if going to
Cascais for the big rally to take an Hawaiian
shirt for Friday night.
Best Wishes
Dell Evans
Director

We now have tickets for the Hogs on the Farm
Chapter weekend and shortly be releasing
tickets for the summer BBQ in August.
I must thank everyone who has helped so
much with our charity fundraising, which stands
at almost £5,000, more than any full years
fundraising and we are only half way through.
Keep up the good work John Fluker, Mr Charity
Officer!
This year we will recruiting for a number of
Chapter posts. Director, 2 Assistant Directors,
Secretary and Merchandise Officers are all up
for renewal. The director post is not due till the
autumn but as I want to realign the scheduling
of the posts in a more logical order. This along
Hogsback News Early Summer 2019
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Aaron

Aaron’s Bit

Dealer Principal
Wow, another month has almost passed as I
write this. We are now well and truly into the
riding season, with some great attendance of
the rides that I have seen leave the dealership.

Finally, Beth now has the summer season
clothing in stock at the dealership so be sure to
take a look when you’re grabbing yourself a
coffee!

Our workshop, as always this time of year, is
beginning to book up. Help us to help you by
booking in advance where you can, currently
our lead time is 2-3 weeks.

Safe riding.

We have a new member to the service front of
house team, in addition to Simon on the service
desk we now have Kev. Kev has been around
motorcycles all his life and is excited to work
with the team at Guildford.

Aaron
Presley
Dealer
Principal

I would like to thank you for your support if you
have attended one of our ‘Moto Monday’
events, always good to see you all.

2018 Chapter Mileage Challenge Update
The introduction of the new H.O.G. Ride 365 program caused a slight delay in the publication of
the results of the 2018 Chapter Challenge, but they are now in!
Individual Greatest Mileage: Brian Boorman, Invicta Chapter
LOH Individual Greatest Mileage: Bev Beechey, 1066 Chapter
Greatest Average Chapter Mileage: Lindum Colonia Chapter
Greatest Number of Chapter Participants: Dunedin Chapter Scotland
Greatest Total Chapter Mileage: Dunedin Chapter Scotland
Greatest Total Chapter Mileage (Top 10): Dunedin Chapter Scotland
(Paul Osborn, Sydney Brand, Thomas Gunn, Kenny Rutherford, Craig David Bruce Stewart,
Michael Dall, David Scott, Jean Ann Mckinnell, James McIntyre, Margaret Hamilton)

Unfortunately, because the new H.O.G. Ride 365 program is open to ALL H.O.G. members (not
just Chapter members) the mileage section of the Chapter Challenge has been discontinued for
the time being and only the photo aspect will remain for 2019.
Marjorie Ray from UK H.O.G. has said that she hopes to re-introduce the mileage aspect when
the data from the global Ride 365 Program can be easily usable and can be confidently relied
on a Chapter level.
Hogsback News Early Summer 2019
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Paul

Paul’s Bit

Assistant Director
Hi All,
Not a lot to say for this Summer edition.
Just going out for an early morning ride. The
sun is poking through and the temperature is
rising with a good forecast for the rest of the
day.
Think I may join the Hogsback ride down south,
and why not!
Why not indeed. No Pressure, meet up with
good friends and riding buddies. Enjoy a
structured ride to an interesting destination
(bound to be food involved somewhere) and if I
don’t know where I’m going it doesn’t matter
because there is always someone leading and
riders at the back to help out if I have a
problem.

It’s a no brainier really. Fuel up, turn up and join
in.
Looking forward to riding with you.
Enjoy the Summer
Shiny side up
folks.
Paul Andrews
Assistant
Director
Road Captain

Wobin

Robin’s Bit

Assistant Director
As I write this the weather is getting better, Iron
hogs are being done, members are entering
their mileages, weekends away are being
enjoyed and a huge glowing aura is across the
membership.

Hog have changed the mileage challenge and
there is more about this later.

I am preparing for Cascais and could do
without the ferry problems adding to my stress
levels and then my Snowdonia hotel cancels
the cottages so i have to find additional
accommodation. The only ray of sunshine is
that I now have a few extra rooms available.

Assistant Diretor

Ride safe and have fun.
Robin Seymour

It is the main riding season now so make the
most of it and get the miles under your belt.
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Katie

Katie’s Bit

Membership Officer
First of all I would like to say a big
“WELCOME” to all our new members, riders
and pillions.

Chatting up the ‘new members’, like I’m
inclined to do, Lawrence gave it away that he
was connected to farming in some way.

We have a fabulous season to look forward to,
adventures to be had and new friendships to
be made.

So, I asked him, “Do you know Howard
Pullen?”

“Everyone knows Howard Pullen”
On a recent little bimble on the Road Glide to
celebrate our wedding anniversary, David and I
found our way to a simple country pub, by the
river Test, in a tiny hamlet, in the middle of
nowhere called Hampshire.

“Yes, of course”, he replied, “Everyone knows,
Howard Pullen”.
If, for some strange reason you are not a
farmer, or unfortunate enough not to live in the
country, or do not require to purchase a fine
tractor, sadly, you may not know Howard. You
should get to know him, he’s a regular ‘good
bloke’ and you’ll be able to buy him a pint of
proper ale (in a jug mind) in a proper pub
anywhere he might pop up. He’ll be there
under his hat.
Best of all, join us all at ‘Hogs On The Farm’ in
July for a proper countryside craic.
That’s what it’s like belonging to probably the
best HOG Chapter in the Universe! Fun,
adventures and friendships.
Katie Francis
Membership Officer

As you do in the country, we got chatting to the
very friendly locals; farmers, friends, family,
ducks, chickens an’ all.
Jokingly, I said to the new acquaintance,
‘Farmer Dave’, “If you’re a farmer you probably
know our friend Howard, he also rides a
Harley-Davidson and sells farm machinery?”
Dave laughs and says, “I know Howard Pullen,
I bought a grass-cutter off him. Please send the
old rogue my regards”.
It happened again down by the seaside on
another recent Chapter run by Chris Doody.
Hogsback News Early Summer 2019
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Woody

Graham’s Bit

Head Road Captain
Summer is here and it’s time to start the
Hogsback European touring programme.

http://www.theaa.com/motoring_advice/
overseas/general_advice.html

EU countries have their own set of
requirements and regulations which change
from time to time, for example: it is illegal to
ride in Belgium without long sleeves, boots that
cover the ankle and full finger gloves, It’s illegal
in France and Switzerland to use a satnav or
radar detector to reveal speed camera
positions, ear pieces or bike to bike
communications in Spain and the German
police will inspect and impound your bike if
your pipes are louder than the specification
printed on your frame ID plate.

http://www.bmf.co.uk/advice/touring-advice/

Graham Woods
Head Road Captain

If you are riding your bike to a EU country here
is a useful checklist:

• A valid passport
• A valid, full UK driving license - both parts
• Your motor insurance certificate (ensure it
covers you for riding abroad)

• Your V5 Vehicle Registration
• A GB sticker clearly displayed your bikes
rear - unless your bike has a Euro plate

• CE approved motorcycle gloves now
required in France - €68 fine

• Reflective Helmet stickers are required on all
four sides in most European countries

• Headlamp Dip converters (unless you have
Day maker LED headlamps).

• A hi-vis vest if you break down (you don't
have to wear it while riding)

• European Breakdown Recovery (not
compulsory)

• A breathalyser when riding in France (Pack
of 2 required, check expiry date).
Rules change periodically, useful web links
include:

Hogsback News Early Summer 2019
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Eileen

Eileen’s Bit

Activities Officer
Hi All
We have some great events coming up, here’s
some important ones you may want to think
about putting in your diary or getting tickets for:
Hogs on the Farm 5th July to 6th July
Tickets Friday £10.00 and Saturday £15.00
Hogs on the Farm is a great weekend
organised by Howard Pullen and tickets are on
sale now, you can email me for tickets or get
them club night, I will also be asking Beth at the
dealership to sell them. See our website and
posters at the dealership for details.
Cirencester Rally 9th August to 11th August
Cirencester will be another great weekend
away, we have DJ Rob Paston on the Friday
night and for the Saturday night we have a
local DJ and a great band called The Breakfast
Club, all in all it will be a fun weekend with a
great ride out organised by Robin. See the
website and posters at the dealership for
details. Contact Robin Seymour for ticket
information

Double room rate of £109.00 B&B but you can
only cancel 30 days before the event instead of
the normal 24 hrs. However you may get a
better rate by joining the online Hilton Honors
reward scheme and booking that way. If you
are booking rooms before the tickets go on sale
please contact me on
activities@hogsbackchapteruk.org.
Keep checking the e-shots, website and of
course make sure you come along to the club
nights where you will get up-to-date info, meet
knew and old friends and generally have a
great evening. If you haven’t been to an event
yet and want to see what we all get up to visit
the photo gallery on the website.
As always thank you all for your support and for
making all of the events such fantastic fun, and
remember without you it can’t happen.
Eileen Ostinelli
Activities Officer

Summer BBQ and meet members of the
Limburg Chapter Sat 24th August
We are having a Hogsback summer BBQ at the
Hogsback Hotel with music from the band The
Rebeats. We will be joined by members of the
Limburg Chapter during their visit, please come
along and show them a warm Hogsback
welcome. Steve Routh has more details on
their visit and what is planned.
You can stay at the Hogsback Hotel double
B&B £70.00 booking ref GA000661

End of Season party Sat 23rd November
We are moving venue to the Hilton Cobham
Seven Hills Road Cobham as sadly we have
outgrown the Hogsback Hotel. Ticket details
will go out in August. I have managed to get a
Hogsback News Early Summer 2019
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Axel’s Bit

Head Photographer
First, I want to thank Eric Miller for all his
contributions over the last years. Eric retired
from work and the Chapter (and his role as
Chapter Photographer) as he moved to the
West County. His photos will stay in the Photo
Galleries and continue to bring a lot of pleasure
and memories.
At the same time, please welcome Karen
Rawlings in the line-up of Chapter
Photographers.
We have already had some big rides and big
events this year but the recent IOW ride stands
out with many riders and pillions, a ferry
crossing, some scenic riding and a late night
party. This usually results in a big pile of great
photographic memories. Sometimes
impatience to share these with the world wins
and I must remind new (and some older)

members not to post more then 2-3 photos on
the Hogsback Facebook page to support their
comment.
To make it into the Chapter Photo Galleries (an
historic archive of treasures dating back to
1992!) the big pile of photos must first reach
me, ideally via DropBox. But before you share,
before you even start your ride, here is some
advise:

• check your memory card is present and
empty

• check your camera battery is full and you
have a spare
This is similar check you do to your motorcycle:
POWERS… Petrol, Oil, Water (for some),
Electrics, Rubber and Self

HARLEYS DO NOT FALL FROM THE SKY!!

Hogsback News Early Summer 2019
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Now check the clock on your camera, is it set
to today? and to the correct time? This is very
important as it allows pictures from different
cameras and photographers to fit into one
gallery and fall into a meaningful timeline. The
most frequent mistakes are to forget to adjust
for winter/summer time or sometimes when the
batteries run empty the clock resets to “when
you were born”, or earlier. To have the camera
on the correct time (hour and minutes) makes
such a big difference.

Thank you for all your contributions, I hope you
find this helpful.
(… and do not forget: “Harley’s do not fall from
the sky”… LANDSCAPE, for photos and
videos!!)
Axel Thill
Head Photographer

My personal routine before each ride or Club
Night is to take a photo of my big red clock on
the wall, and check its capture time. More then
1-2 minutes out, I adjust. The nice thing on
mobile phones is they always have correct
time, not so nice is that the capture time can
get lost on the photo.
OK, camera ready, now shoot nice photos.
Personally, I take about 3 times as many
photos as I publish, the others are for the
garbage bin. If they’re blurry, near identical, just
not nice to look at, or rude towards an
unsuspecting person: in the bin. Please think
about what you want published before you
send them to me. A photo should tell a story,
not to the photographer, but to a viewer who
was not there.
One of the Head Photographer responsibilities
is to look and check that each photo is
“suitable” for public display as our Photo
Galleries are in the public domain. So if I do not
publish all your photos, nothing personal, but
some may just be repetitive or too … explicit.
I very much welcome the use a photo editor to
improve your photos, to align the horizon, crop
the image, or correct the colour and contrast
balance. I edit each of my own photos, mainly
to crop them into a 16:9 aspect ratio, its looks
good fits without black borders on most modern
screens.
Uploading to DropBox is easy. I will not go into
details, but one request: create folders for each
event and give your folders some meaningful
titles. It is not very helpful to end up with 3
folders called “Club Night”, better would be “CN
May by Moi”.

Hogsback News Early Summer 2019
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Roger’s Rumble to Ostend
(Or Frolicking in Flanders)

Dave

Despite roadworks and accidents on the
M25/26 and M20 conspiring to keep us in
England, a few met up at the Ashford Premier
Inn for the first night of Roger’s Rumble to
Ostend. Once through the tunnel, 12 bikes led
by Roger and Tracy with Dik and Andy E acting
as sweepers, it was mainly motorway all the
way, stopping at Nieuwpoort for a coffee and
some amazing anchovies.
On to Ostend and having parked up the Hotel
du Bassin we trotted round the corner for a bite
where the restaurant owner proudly announced
that he too was a Harley owner.
Saturday afternoon was “down-time”, allowing
us to explore the area around the harbour and
venture into town for a bit of window shopping.
Flo, Carrol, Hilary, Dik, Carl and Andy had a go
at trying out Harley Davidson’s new low
emission “Pavement King” prototype on the
promenade, but found that you needed too
many ice-cream stops to make it a viable
alternative to V-twin power.
We ate at a restaurant near the hotel, where
they gave us a room upstairs so we could
make as much noise as we wanted over
supper, then off for a nightcap before getting
some shut eye. One of the menu options we
didn’t go for was “Fingers of the Bastard that
stole my Bike”!

Hogsback News Early Summer 2019

A civilised 10.30am start to Saturdays ride, a
quick tank refill and off to Harley Davidson
West Flanders. A few interesting old models on
display plus their new electric bicycle. We were
welcomed into the Flanders Field Chapter’s
clubhouse next to the dealership where we
gave them a Hogsback pennant and they
presented us with a COMING WORLD
REMEMBER ME (CWXRM) sculpture. This
was a project started in 2014 to create 600,000
sculptures out of Flanders clay, each with an
imprint of a different dog tag, representing
every one of the 600,000 Belgium nationals
who fell in the 1st World War. A poignant
reminder of what previous generations had
endured. (It’s in the display case at GH-D. Ed)
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Roger’s Rumble to Ostend
on very small roads along the network of
canals in that area. Motorists didn’t seem to
mind having to let us through, and everywhere
people would wave as we roared through the
villages and towns. A bit of drizzle couldn’t
dampen spirits but the buffeting wind kept
threatening to blow us into the canals. I keep
having to re-evaluate how much fun you can
have on a Harley!
We stopped off for a teas and coffees at a
quirky café in the middle of nowhere with an
interesting line in décor. Funnily enough, the
mix of religious icons, antique bric-a-brac and
Victorian era lingerie worked well.
Back to the hotel where we could express our
gratitude by buying our hosts a drink, then back
to the restaurant for the evening meal.
A leisurely return on Sunday, stopping off for
coffee in Dunkirk, then back to the tunnel.

The Flanders Fields Chapter then took us on a
blast around the countryside and we numbered
around 30 bikes. They didn’t use the drop off
system, instead using three blockers and a rear
sweeper, all with flashing lights. Unbelievable
fun, we rode for over two hours without having
to stop at junctions or lights as they showed us
around, briefly dipping into France and taking

Hogsback News Early Summer 2019

So, the first weekender of the season. Good
mates, good food, great rides and raucous
laughs. Many thanks to Roger and Tracy for
organising (plus everyone who helped out on
the recce) and big shout outs to Dik and Andy
for keeping us together and safe.
Dave Hardcastle
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Race Night
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A recent archaeological dig on the southern
side of the Hogsback uncovered some
mysterious photos believed to be of
members of this very Chapter along with
their first bikes.
Can you identify these Chapter members and
their trusty steeds?
Answers on inside back cover.

1

2
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Race Night

3

4
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Early Summer Riding

Vince

Group Riding

Safety Officer

Riding in a group, large or small, needs to be
carried out safely. For that reason Hogsback
have worked long and hard drawing
information from various sources to come up
with what we see as the safest method for our
riders and other road users.
All members when they join should try and
attend the new members training day where
they get a chance to see how we, at Hogsback,
ride in a group.

When riding as a group on a straight piece of
road the group should adopt the staggered
formation with the lead bike taking up a
position just to the right of centre in their lane.
The following bike should position themselves
to the ride leaders left and a minimum of one
second behind. The following riders will offset
themselves alternately leaving a minimum of
two seconds from the rider directly ahead and a
minimum one second from the offset rider.

When the group encounters the narrowing of
the road, be it from parked cars or moving into
narrow winding country roads, the group should
move to single file with the lead rider adopting
a position for safety and visibility. The following
riders will remain in single file with a minimum
of two seconds between them and the rider
directly in front.
Vince Pyle
Safety Officer
Hogsback News Early Summer 2019
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Wavy Davy’s “Big Vee Twin”

Expect and Anticipate!
Motorcyclists are among the most vulnerable
groups of road users, together with pedal
cyclists, equestrians and pedestrians.
Motorcyclists in particular have the highest
accident and injury rates per mile travelled.
Cars have become safer through technology,
crumple zones, seat belts and air bags. In so
doing, the nature of traffic flow, driver skills and
behaviour continuously change, but seldom for
the better. Motorcyclists have precious little
benefits and the only two adjustments a rider
can make are speed and direction.
We all make mistakes, generally small ones
without consequence, but nowadays training
beyond that which we took to pass our bike
tests is almost imperative. Think about your
actual ability, not your perceived ability. Be
honest with yourself when you know you have
made an error and analyse what you did wrong
and how you can do it better next time, whilst
there still is a ‘next time’.
On the approach to roundabouts or ‘Give Way’
junctions, do not adopt the “hope” strategy. Do
not hope you will be able to keep going as this
will result in your approach speed being a little
fast and the possible need for some reactionary
braking. Expect to stop and work down the
gearbox, but plan and anticipate to go if the
road and traffic allow.

Pete
Road Captain

those who regard the road as obstructed
unless they know it to be clear. Both riders may
ride using “the System”, they may plan for what
is seen or expected, they may use the “slow in
fast out” approach, but the second rider is
anticipating an obstruction so will need to react
less if there is one.
Confidence is an area that your psyche plays a
part in how you ride. If you feel confident to ride
through gaps whilst filtering or doing a “U” turn
in the road, then you will be more relaxed and
able to concentrate on potential hazards and
situations. As soon as negativity creeps in, you
will begin to ‘wobble filter’ or action a ‘foot
down’ scenario. A positive mind-set to your own
ability is a great foundation on which to build
your skills, but we have probably all seen the
result of those with too much confidence!
Unlike most car drivers who look but do not
see, we need to look much further ahead,
expect and anticipate. By doing this you can
avoid an unexpected meeting with a car, whose
driver says, “SMIDSY”; Sorry Mate I Didn’t See
You!
Pete Hiller
Road Captain

‘Anticipate’ and ‘expect’ are often
confused. To ‘expect’ something is to
think it will happen and ‘anticipate’ is to
prepare for something to happen and act
in advance, even if only mentally.
One skill of advanced riding is developing
the mentality of thinking about riding and
our approach to traffic situations. Learn to
plan and anticipate what is, or may be,
happening ahead. This will probably
mean you need to do things differently. I
was once told there are two types of rider;
those who regard the road as clear
unless they see it as obstructed and
Hogsback News Early Summer 2019
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The Hogwash Ukulele Experience
So many people want to play a musical
instrument; so many people try, and become
disappointed. It’s a shame.
Former club member Mark Herbert introduced
me to the ukulele some time ago. We had
some fun playing music together, including
some ‘ukulele nights’ in various pubs. He very
kindly gave me a ukulele so I could keep
learning.
Unfortunately, I gave up playing the ukulele
except on rare occasions, but I did take up the
mandolin after the very sad and shocking
demise of band member, ‘Spike’, who had
introduced the instrument to the band. He
added REM’s, ‘Losing My Religion’, to our set
list. He clearly lost his religion and we lost a
brilliant musician, but we did gain a great song
and I keep it in the set as part of his legacy. I
love the mandolin and hope, one day, to play it
as well as he did. But I digress.
Fortunately, being a similar, small stringed
instrument, it still allows me to sneak into
‘ukulele nights’ incognito and participate.

Hogsback News

Wavy Davy

Incidentally, when I purchased the mandolin,
bravely buying it with my lovely wife looking on,
she decided there-and-then to utilise my underplayed ukulele for her own enjoyment. We now
play with each other all the time and a very
pleasurable experience it is too, I can tell you.
Ukulele nights are a unique opportunity to play
and share music with people of a like mind. No
great talent required, I hasten to add, but plenty
of enthusiasm and a willingness to learn and
give-it-a-go. You get to sing-a-long too to a
wealth of really good popular songs.
Three people who are in that category are, my
lovely aforementioned wife, Katie, our good
friend, club member, Howard Pullen and me.
We regularly attend a ukulele night to get our
‘musical fix’.
Whilst I’m name-dropping, I’ll introduce, longstanding club member and talented musician,
Roger Ferris, who plays a mean electric guitar,
sings, composes and produces his own rockin’
songs.

!18

The Hogwash Ukulele Experience
Roger and I organised a musical soiree for the
Chapter many moons ago at our meetings pub
in Bookham and included the incredibly
talented drummer Mr Nigel Worsfold, also a
club member. It was Roger’s idea to call it
‘Hogwash’. We enjoyed our set and it’s always
good fun to entertain your friends.
I have nurtured that concept of the Hogsback
‘Hogwash’ and tried to keep it alive and
vaguely kicking, subject to whom-ever I can
persuade to join in.
For example, it took me a long time to cajole
club member and former bass player, Andy
Cripps, to play with me, but the Wavy Davy
Band now has the best and most amazing bass
player it could ever wish for.
At Andy and Carrol England’s latest fantastic
‘Isle Of Wight Extravaganza’, I successfully
persuaded a couple of friendly fools to give it a
little whirl.

Blues Brother, Tony ‘The Man’ Willliams,
Hogwash kind-of hi-jacked the last three
numbers.
Howard Pullen, Clive Everett and me, wanted
to perform together, rather than individually. It
was very impromptu, no rehearsal whatsoever
and it certainly showed, but we all had fun.
Tremendous credit to our evening’s entertainer,
Neil, on the night for putting up with us and
managing to play along despite our surprise
song choices.
Hogwash is alive and living in ukulele land.
There will be another ‘Hogwash’ experience
coming to you again soon in a place and time
of our choosing.
You’ve heard of the ‘band of fools’, well that’s
us and we don’t care.
Wavy Davy

In addition to the other, very notable
performances from, Chris ‘Elvis’ Pollard, the
very lovely Jackie Brealey and our very own

Hogsback News
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Axel

How to become a
H.O.G. Staﬀ Photographer
It was 8 years ago, on the 15 May 2011, when
Hook - aka Dave Stubbington - took me on a
ride to the Hawk Conservancy. There, on a
sunny day, I took the photo that would make
me a HOG Staff Photographer. I’d owned my
first Harley for less then a year, a “new
member” not even dreaming of becoming
“Road Crew”, as I knew less about motorcycles
than photography. Boy was I proud, a photo of
mine publish with credits in the HOG magazine.
The rest is history, but a photo out of my
camera was never again published in the “HOG
galleries” section of the magazine - it was
called intake back in 2011.
Anybody can become a H.O.G. Staff
Photographer, and receive this unique pin,
which I still wear proudly on my cut. You do not
need to be a recognised Chapter
Photographer, you even can use your mobile
phone - but check out the photos in the
magazine, most are Landscape, some square,
none is in Portrait.
Every photo should tell a story, so write in one
sentence what it’s all about. Look in the latest
HOG magazine on the new modern ways to
submit: via H.O.G. app, the website HOG.com,
email or via Instagram to @HOGEMEA (See
Paul Cutler’s Instagram article opposite).
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Head Photographer

Look in the recent HOG magazine (Issue 1
2019 page 40-45) for all the details and get out
there, enjoy the ride and take great photos.
Maybe you’ll find your cover shot and get your
pin.
You find all photos of this 2011 ride in our photo
galleries; browse for 2011 or search for
“HAWK” on SmugMug. I hope Brett “The
Editor” will publish the second photo (see
below. Ed), a group photo with Cliff on his
iconic red bike and Miklos in the second row.
Great memories…
On Sunday the 2nd June 2019 Trevor will take
us to the Hawk Conservancy Trust, looking
forward to your eagles…
Axel Thill
Head Photographer
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Hogsback on Instagram

Paul
Road Captain

What is this trendy thing called Instagram that
all the cool kids seem to be into? It's been
around for a few years, quietly picking up
traction mostly thanks to everybody's new
obsession with mobile photography. Instagram
is a social networking app made for sharing
photos and videos from a smartphone.

What is great about this feature is that, like
regular posts, when you add a hashtag to an
Instagram story, it becomes searchable on the
Instagram Search & Explore page. Meaning
that anyone who searches for the Hogsback
Chapter hashtag in Instagram will be able to
see our story!

Similar to Facebook everyone who creates an
Instagram account has a profile and a news
feed. When you post a photo or video on
Instagram, it will be displayed on your profile.
Other users who follow you will see your posts
in their own feed. Likewise, you'll see posts
from other users whom you choose to follow.

Paul Cutler
Road Captain

It's like a simplified version of Facebook, with
an emphasis on mobile use and visual sharing.
Every user profile has a “followers” and
“following” count, which represents how many
people they follow and how many other users
are follow them.
Instagram users can also hashtag a word or
phrase preceded by a hash sign (#) to identify
a specific topic. Whenever a user adds a
hashtag to their post, it's able to be indexed by
the Instagram social network and becomes
searchable and discoverable by other users.
Instagram hashtags work by organising and
categorising photo and video content.
Instagram also provides the ability to “follow”
hashtags, meaning users can now stay up-todate on various topics and communities like the
Hogsback Chapter by following hashtags like
#hogsbackchapter or #hogsbackchapteruk.
Following a hashtag works just like following a
user’s profile. When you find a hashtag you’d
like to follow you simply open the hashtag page
and tap on the follow button.
For the Hogsback Chapter this opens up a
great opportunity to regularly appear in a
follower’s feed. This means that our content
could appear twice in a follower’s feed. Once
as they follow members profile, and once again
as they follow the hashtag.
Hogsback News Early Summer 2019
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Lets Go Crazy!!

JB

Crazy golf through JB’s eyes!
A day of fun and deception……. It started with
an extremely cold ride to the Jungle Paradise
Adventure Golf, Chichester, a great venue with
both indoor and outdoor crazy golf.
My plan from the start was to trick my
opponents by joking around and pretending I
wasn’t bothered whether I won or not. Little did
anyone realise that before joining Hogs Back
Chapter golf was my hobby, having played for
25 years. I think my poker (well crazy golf) face
worked as I wasn’t the only person surprised by
the end result.
After the first hole it didn’t look good, it was a
par 3 but I got a 5. My luck changed from
thereon in, I battled with all the obstacles and
wild animals placed to distract your game and
managed to birdie almost every hole. I don’t let
the odd zebra, hippo, crocodile or water hazard
get in my way which is more than I can say for
some.
As always at a Hogsback event, there was
plenty of friendly banter and even a little bit of
skulduggery – who sabotaged the raft bridge
for the ladies in the group after us I wonder!!

the scores were counted. I guess my fooling
around didn’t ruin my golf prowess too much,
ending up the winner with 47 points without
even realising. Closely followed by Stephen
Foster who scored 49 – unlucky !
This is a great day out, such a fabulous place,
I’m looking forward to a return visit where I may
get the chance to retain my title as champion
and perhaps have a go at the indoor ‘glow in
the dark’ crazy golf.
Many thanks to Steve and Lisa Foster for
donating the winning prize; a bottle of bubbly
which Hel and I enjoyed very much.
JB

We got to the end of the course and went for a
much needed warm up and refreshments while
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Return of the Wight Night

Dave

Having been a member of Hogsback for over
two years we had heard a lot of good tales
coming from the Isle of Wight trip. We booked
up as soon as it was announced at the club
night in 2018 as we didn’t want to miss out...
make sure you book early as it’s always fully
booked!
An early morning ride to Guildford H-D to meet
most of the Chapter, with a few more meeting
at the ferry terminal. Aaron and the rest of the
Guildford H-D team had kindly opened up early
and the coffee machine was piping hot and
ready to go. It was a grey, cold and damp
morning but I didn’t spot anyone in
waterproofs... positive mind sets all round!
As we headed for the ferry crossing the
weather got brighter and warmer every mile
along the way and we were soon on the ferry,
eating them out of all their bacon rolls before
we knew it!
The Saturday ride was fantastic with great
scenery, great smooth roads, and an amazing
50 bikes and 4 trikes with 93 people. The ride
took us to the Sandringham hotel where the
parking was excellently organised by the road
crew and bikes secured by the strongest of
HOG bunting. The hotel was palatial and in a
wonderful location - immediately on the sea

front with a balcony to sit on and watch the
world go by with a few beers.
The usual suspects could be found on the
balcony in no time, beers in hand and loving
the sun which must have been 20+ degrees by
then! I’d sunk 4 pints in what seemed like 10
minutes and then a few of us ventured out for
lunch. Having spotted Dell and a few others
inside a cafe we decided if it was good enough
for the director it would be just fine for us.
Turned out it was bloody lovely and had a great
time with Tony, Jacqui, Steve and Pam. Steve
and I challenged each other to go in the sea
after lunch... so we did. I mentioned to
someone that I couldn't remember the last time
I went in the sea in the UK... there was a
reason for that: it was absolutely freezing!! Our
feet were going numb as soon as we had dived
in. It was a short dip in the sea but it sobered
me up immediately! We took a quick dip in the
pool to warm up. The pool was pretty good fun
with people breaking all the rules (outrageous
who’d have thought someone from the
Hogsback Chapter wouldn’t follow the
rules).There was also a sauna built for maybe 4
people but we got 10 in!
We had a few drinks with everyone from lunch
up in Tony’s penthouse! Watching the sea, it
was a beautiful evening, glorious sun, views for
miles and a great variety of music too.
Continued on next page…
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Return of the Wight Night
It was almost party time and suitably oiled we
headed down to dinner. It was very well run
and the food was excellent - plenty of jokes
and then the paper airplanes started flying after
Paul Cutler landed one straight in Pam’s red
wine... good shot sir ;)
Drinking time and party time next with a very
talented musician producing a sound of a full
band on his own with some electronic help. He
played a real mix of songs to keep everyone
dancing. Then we had the Hogsback’s Got
Talent session with Chris, Dave, Jackie,
Howard, and Tony all getting up to sing and
doing a great job. Plenty of Jack Daniel's was
consumed and silly dancing performed!
Richard found a very beautiful handbag to
upgrade his bum bag with and I thought it
brought out the colour of his eyes! Sadly it was
Irene’s so he had to give it back. When it was
all over I popped out on the balcony for one
last look at the sea and I found Chris and
Richard out there - it was 1:30am so as good a
time as any to go to bed :)
We had a few hours sleep when a couple of
drunks who had clearly had a boozier night
than us were kicking off at 6am near the hotel.
The guy didn’t seem to care but the girl clearly
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had something to get off her chest.... typical
hey! We were at breakfast when it opened
for 8am! Along with more people than I
expected... turns out we weren’t the only ones
to enjoy watching the discussion outside!
There was 8 of us at the breakfast table and we
had a great time trying to use every single
teapot / coffee pot and orange juice shot glass
to try and quench our somewhat dehydrated
selves! I think we could have made a modern
art installation with the amount of pots and
glasses we acquired. Good selection of
breakfast options and the view out was nearly a
panoramic view of the sea.
Side stands up at 10:30 and we had to say
goodbye to the beautiful view, but thankfully we
didn’t need to say goodbye to the weather.
Before we left we had the obligatory group
photo, this time with the road crew sporting
very fetching knotted hankies on their heads!
Some more cracking sunshine led the way to
see Rob Green's mate John. We filled the
street with bikes and John certainly seemed
pleased to see them all. Luckily the neighbours
also liked the sight and came out to video and
photograph us all.
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Return of the Wight Night
We weren’t there long and headed off shortly
after to find our lunch stop at the Wight Mouse
Inn. The view was out of this world and the
food was certainly filling - no half measures
here and it had a taste as big as its size.
Some went back in the water with a lunch
beer while others couldn’t even bring
themselves to look a beer in the eye!
Off again at 1:30 to head back for the ferry, it
was a nice route back like all the routes we
had been taken on this weekend. When we
arrived at the ferry terminal there was a large
group of hot rods there. There were some real
masterpieces and some great sounding V8s.
It's no Harley V-twin but it's a good sound.
No time wasted by the port staff and we were
back on the ferry for the quick cruise back. I
hadn’t even finished my coffee before we were
getting off the ferry onto the mainland and
sadly saying our good byes. As we headed up
the A3 with a new collection of great memories
we had time to make a couple more with Pete
stretching the legs of his 117 breakout, it was

good to let my bike off the lead too before I put
it away in the garage.
Great overnighter, faultlessly organised by
Andy and Carrol and expertly marshalled by
the road crew - but made throughly enjoyable
by all the Hogsback members, what a great
bunch of people! See you there next year - you
will be a fool to miss out!!
Dave Hollis
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Iron Hog
Almost the first thing I have been asked on
learning I was about to set off on, or on
completion of an Iron Hog is: Are you mad?
The second question is why?
Without a doubt a certain element of madness
is essential if you are going to put yourself
through an endurance motorbike ride. As to
why; that I think will be different for everyone
who attempts it. For myself the idea of
completing an endurance ride was sparked in
the Atacama desert when, in the middle of
nowhere, I met Ron Ayers. Ron, who sadly is
no longer with us, was a leading light in the
Iron Butt Association. I had the pleasure of
riding with him and enjoying tales of long
distance endurance rides and ever since had
an itch that needed to be scratched. That itch
was reignited on joining the Chapter and
meeting members who had completed an Iron
Hog challenge.
I discovered that the Iron Hog is a bit of a
Hogsback institution. The idea came from Axel
Thill and Robin Seymour and is currently
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Hamish
administered by Malcolm Bradley. It is an
endurance ride bagging Harley-Davidson
dealerships on route. You must visit Maidstone,
Plymouth, Swansea and Edinburgh, starting
and finishing at the same dealership. All this
within a time limit. (48 hours plus 30 minutes
for each dealer visited). Visiting dealerships
also counts towards your ABCs and the
Chapter mileage challenge. If you are
interested more information is available on the
website https://ironhog.wordpress.com/
Robin, who has done the Iron Hog every year
since its conception in 2012, opened up his
latest attempt to Chapter members and despite
having done a solo ride last year I could not
resist the temptation.
We were joined by Charlie Gordon, another
Iron Hog alumni, on his Ultra, together with
Richard Clatworthy on his Dyna, Ian Gough on
a Fat Boy (without a screen) and Phil
Winderbank-Scott on an 886 Sportster. No
really - a Sporty!
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Iron Hog
Day 1
The route is more or less determined by the
location of the dealers but we elected to travel
anticlockwise around the UK starting from GHD with overnight stops at Michaelwood
services on the M5 and Washington just off
the A1(M).
Leaving at 9am we headed out on the A322/
A329(M). We knocked off Reading, then
Oxford, before heading south to Southampton
and a bite to eat for an early lunch. (They
have a little kitchen serving fry ups and
burgers in the Chapter area - well worth a
visit).
The route to Plymouth along the A31 was one
of the highlights. An Iron Hog is not for the
faint hearted. There ain’t no drops offs and you
better be able to keep up. “Making progress”,
filtering and overtaking is the name of the
game. All the more enjoyable along the
fabulous road into Exeter. Overall the weather
was pants but there were dry spots and
fabulous views of the Jurassic Coast.
Plymouth is one of the keys dealerships. Key
because I needed the loo. But also one of the
four compulsory stops. I wasted more money
than I should of on another t-shirt as bit of a
memento.
Heading north we joined the M5 stopping at
Bridgewater after a detour of a new housing
estate! Time was cracking on and the
dealership was closed so no hanging around,
straight on to Swansea. We started to fall
behind schedule due to road works on the M5
heading towards Bristol and congestion due to
the pure weight of traffic on the M4 around
Newport.
With Phil’s limited range and the dealerships
popping up fairly regularly we had plenty of
stops. Good clothing (and perhaps heated
grips) kept me warm. In my view being dry,
warm, well hydrated and fed are key to staving
off tiredness. I have a Camelpak holding 2 litres
of water. You look a bit like Quasimodo wearing
it under your cut but essential kit. That and nut
bars in the fairing pockets.
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We arrived in Swansea, the second
compulsory stop. As everyone seemed fine we
cracked on towards Cardiff, accompanied by
Storm Hannah. We encountered driving rain
and powerful gusts, especially around the
exposed sections of the M4 near Port Talbot.
Cardiff was closed, wet and dark. Although, up
to now, we had all followed Robin he asked me
to take the lead as I had the address of the
new dealership keyed into the sat nav. As the
sat nav took us to some godforsaken industrial
area the thought occurred to me; what if I’ve
cocked up and got us all hopeless lost? No
sooner than that thought had crossed my mind
than the Bar and Shield came into view and I
made out I knew what I was doing all along!
The couple listening to Book at Bedtime on
Radio 4 (I think that’s was what they must of
been doing) in a clapped out car in the unlit car
park in the middle of nowhere probably hadn’t
planned on 6 loud Harleys rolling up
unannounced!
After Cardiff it was a short hop back into
England and bed. There was a break in the
weather, well the rain, and this last blast up the
motorway, clear of traffic was quite enjoyable
but Michaelwood services was a welcome
sight. I never thought I’d say that!
Continued on next page…
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Iron Hog
Day 2
A few hours kip and at 6 o’clock on the dot we
were back on the road.
First stop: Cheltenham followed by Birmingham
and Wolverhampton. From here we left the M5,
heading towards Chester on the A41. I enjoyed
the route as it was a break from the motorway.
A blast of “making progress” is always good for
the soul.
By the time we had reached Chester Storm
Hannah had unleashed her fury and it was
cold, wet and very windy. Robin and Richard
kindly donated large wads of cash to the
dealership in exchange for extra layers to warm
up. On the plus the dealership had a nice little
burger van who were quite surprised to have
any customers in the appalling conditions. We
all had some late breakfast and a lovely cup of
coffee.
Axel had been monitoring progress on Robin’s
tracker. Trackers are invaluable. I run Spotwalla
and Polarsteps. They are both free Apps and
allow family and friends to monitor progress.
Spotwalla allows you to log stops for fuel, food,
sleep etc. Polarsteps allows you to add photos
and messages. Everyone knows where you are
and that you’re safe.

OUCH!!! The rest of us had plenty in the tank
and thought better of it!
As we passed the welcome to Scotland sign
there was the most impressive flash of forked
lightning followed by a torrential downpour
which soon turned to hail. Riding into hail at 70
mph, in case you were wondering, hurts. I was
hit on the chin and Richard who took one to the
face where it stuck and slowly melted leading
Richard to think it had drawn blood!
Fortunately, it was relatively brief storm and
having good kit on kept me warm-ish and dry.
Poor Ian, without a screen, was really feeling it
but Ian is a Gordie and made of tough stuff.
The views from the motorway, now the A74(M),
of the Dumfries and Galloway countryside
looked fabulous.
Past Moffat we took the A702 towards
Edinburgh. On Axel’s advice we were going to
miss West Coast HD in Glasgow. The A702
through the Scottish borders and the Pentland
Hills is another great road and one I will have to
do again. Preferably in better weather with time
for a stop.

Axel had been watching the weather and
reassured us that the weather would improve
as we travelled north. As the weather and traffic
had slowed us down Axel suggested some
route changes to keep us on schedule.
Unfortunately this meant we would have to
miss Manchester out, which was a shame
because we would have turned up on their first
birthday. Mind you it might have proved a
struggle to tear ourselves away from the
festivities.
Axel was spot on with the weather forecast our very own Carol Kirkwood! After a stop at
Preston the weather improved and we had a
pleasant run up the M6. The clouds looked
threatening but the scenery of the lakes
somehow looked all the more impressive
because of it.
A fuel stop for the Sporty at Todhills was a bit
expensive for Phil: 142.9 pence a litre Hogsback News Early Summer 2019
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Iron Hog
what they said! Ian was disappointed neither
knew how Newcastle got on and suspected
they couldn’t have been real Geordies if they
didn't follow the Toons!
We stopped at Washington services for a bite
to eat. I had, up to now, resisted the burgers
but I was getting cold and hungry and on
Richard’s suggestion choose a chicken burger
from Burger King. I must of been tired because
I was confused when I was asked if I wanted it
as a meal. To everyone’s merriment I couldn’t
work out what else I would want a burger for if
not a meal.
The A702 drops down into Edinburgh with a
view across the Firth of Forth. Robin asked me
to lead us to the dealership and as I had been
previously I actually knew where I was going
this time. Edinburgh was the third and most
northerly compulsory stop. We arrived in the
rain just before 6pm to find the dealership shut.
Gary, the sales manager, however was still
there catching up on paperwork and kindly
welcomed us with coffee which warmed us up
a bit. What a star! He did try to sell us a
£55,000 custom bagger with a 30 inch front
wheel mind!
Because of the rain we all agreed to follow the
coast road south along A1 rather than take the
A68 towards Jedburgh. The A68 is a great road
but perhaps not one to tackle in rain, failing
light or when knackered!
As we headed south however the weather
improved and we had a lovely evening ride with
stunning views of the coast and Lindisfarne.
Watch the speed cameras mind - there is a fair
few of them.
Our final stop for the day would be the
dealership at Gateshead. A small dealership
with with iron gates and a rather aggressive
remote CCTV operator who did not appreciate
us turning up at night, warning us in a
disembodied voice: “You have been
monitored!”
We were approached by two gents who
seemed the worse for wear but were ever so
friendly. Ian’s Geordie accent miraculously
returned and I don’t think any of us had a clue
Hogsback News Early Summer 2019

We had planned to get to Chesterfield but it
was by now gone 10pm and we had at least
another 2 hours in the saddle before we could
hit the hay. Robin, quite sensibly, made the
decision to stop at Washington. You need good
leadership at times like this as it would’ve been
only too easy to ignore the signs of fatigue. In
reality we were all cold, wet, hungry and more
tired than we might of wanted to admit. An Iron
Hog is meant to be a challenge but it would
stop being fun if someone had an accident. So
bed it was.
Day 3
We were on the home run and back on the
road at 7am.
First stop was to bag Chesterfield and try and
make up lost time. Remember there’s a time
limit to complete an Iron Hog. We had to be
back at GH-D by 7pm. We had 12 hours. Axel
had calculated that if we dropped a few
dealerships we could make it. The most
obvious to miss out was the two Warr
dealerships in London, as it was the day of the
London Marathon, Sykes near Eastbourne and
Norwich and Newmarket. We really only
needed Maidstone before returning to Guildford
to complete the challenge.
The route took us down the A1(M), M18 and
M1 into Chesterfield. We then had another
lovely run to Nottingham down the A61, A38
and A610.
Continued on next page…
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Iron Hog
We hadn’t had breakfast and the Chesterfield
dealership was closed but at Nottingham we
were met by Charlie’s lovely wife Bern. Bern
had bought us each a packed lunch. What a
superstar! Sausage roll, pork pie and a cheese
roll may not be on my diet but by goodness
were they much appreciated!
Phil sat on a Street Glide at the dealership in
Nottingham and let out the most satisfying sigh
that suggested the Sportster might get
chopped in!
We left Nottingham on the A606 and joined the
A46 into Oakham and Sycamore HD. Again a
fast ride and one worth revisiting. Sycamore is
a small dealership and its burger van seemed
to attract all sorts of bikers and was obviously
very popular.
From Oakham we joined the A1(M), stopping
for fuel just off the A14. I think by this point we
were all on fumes. We might of got close but no
one ran dry on the entire trip.
The A14 south of St Ives is a bit of a choke
point as they widening the carriage way but it
soon opens up as it becomes the M11 at
Cambridge and from here it is a fast run past
Duxford (which would be worth a visit, road
crew - just saying) and Stansted before joining
the M25 stopping short of the QEII bridge at
Lakeside HD.

We had made it!
We had ridden the equivalent of Guildford to
Gibraltar and visited 20 Harley-Davidson
dealership in just under 56 hours!
To our delight as we rolled into to GH-D we
were welcomed home by a crowd of Club
members all clapping. Quite emotional! Thank
you guys that was very much appreciated.
Are we mad? Well perhaps - but Ian, without a
screen when he has actually got one and Phil
on his Sportster, definitely are!
Why did you do it? Because … well just
because. If you need to ask then an Iron Hog is
perhaps not for you but for the rest of us the
sense of achievement and the welcome home
made it all worthwhile. - that and we get a
patch and a pin!
Would you do it again? Absolutely. These bikes
are designed for road trips like this, well all
except perhaps the Sportster and it was a hoot.
More importantly it was a pleasure and an
honour to ride with these guys. Our moral
remained high and we all got on. It was also an
honour to be welcomed around the country and
especially on our return by the great Harley
family.
And there is still a few more dealers to bag.
Hamish

We rolled in to be welcomed by Ken Hall who
had been to support Dave Hollis run an
amazing 3.44 in the Marathon. Ken rode with
us to Maidstone. Mind you, we did our best to
lose him but Ken is a persistent fellow!
Lakeside to Maidstone took us
over the Thames, down the
A2, M2 and the A229 before
turning off into Aylesford and
the dealership. We were not
home yet but there was
definitely a buzz and sense of
achievement. Maidstone was
the last compulsory stop. One
final top up for Phil and then
back up the M20, M26 and
M25 to junction 10 and into to
Peasmarsh via Compton.
Hogsback News Early Summer 2019
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C a p t io n
C om p e t it io n !! !!

Here’s your next
caption competi
tion. A highly
desirable prize wi
ll be awarded to
the best/
funniest sugges
tion by our head
photographer Ax
el. Please email
your
submissions to:
headphotographe
r@hogsbackchap
teruk.org

Answers to Quiz: 1. Dell Evans - Triumph Bonneville T120 2. Axel Thill - Honda SS50 3. John Holmes
-Hogsback
Honda 400/4
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News4. Robin Seymour - MZ150

Early Summer Riding

Your only concern is
your destination
Wherever you ride, rest assured that with Harley Rider Insurance™
you have one of the most comprehensive insurance policies.

NEW FOR 2018

We now protect you against uninsured riders and drivers.

5% SAVING FOR H.O.G.® MEMBERS | AGREED VALUE INCLUDED
UK & EUROPEAN BREAKDOWN AND REPATRIATION | £1,250 LEATHERS & HELMET COVER

CALL the only official H-D insurance

0800 977 6878
Get a quote online at www.harley-davidson.co.uk/insurance
In the ROI call 1800 800 845 for a quote.

Opening Hours: UK - Mon-Fri 8am-8pm, Sat 9am-5pm, Sun 10am-4pm, Ireland - Mon - Fri 9.00am - 5.30pm, Sat 9.00am - 1.00pm
HARLEY | RIDER INSURANCETM is arranged and administered by Harley-Davidson Insurance Services. As with all insurances, terms and conditions apply.
Harley-Davidson Insurance Services is a trading style of Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Limited, registered in England and Wales No 2600841. Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority, firm
Hogsback
reference
number 307243. InNews
Ireland, Harley-Davidson Insurance Services trading as Carole Nash Insurance Consultants is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority in the United Kingdom and is regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland for!32
conduct of business rules. Registered in England and Wales: 2600841. ©H-D 2018. Harley, Harley-Davidson and the Bar & Shield logo are among the trademarks of H-D U.S.A., LLC.

