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Hogsback Sticker Alert! 
The Chapter is now in possession of its own club 

stickers. It is 85 x 35 mm, has water resistant inks and 

adhesive and is currently being 'storm' tested on 

my own car. Based wholly on Graham Woods design, 

they will be made available at Club Nights. 

Its a great way to promote your club, so pick them 

up there and start promoting. 
I've got one on my bike already. 
Roger Bonnici Road Captain
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Hello and welcome to the Autumn 2017 edition 
of Hogsback News!

I’d just like to thank all the people who were so 
positive about the printed Newsletter last 
quarter. It’s great to know that everyone’s 
enjoying reading the amazing articles that 
members send in.

It’s a bumper edition this time as there’s always 
so many rides going on over Summer. I even 
had to save a few for the next edition there were 
so many. Keep ‘em coming in folks!

When I put the Newsletter together I spend 
quite a bit of time trawling through the Galleries 
on the website for photos to go with the articles. 
I’ve noticed that some members obviously don’t 
like having their photo taken as they are often 
making funny faces or even rude gestures! 

A quick word of warning, if I need a picture of 
you they may be the only ones available, and I 
will use them (as proven below) !

Brett Speed

Editor
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Out with the old & in with the new. As Larry 
and Gordon step down form their posts we 
welcome Axel as Chapter Treasurer and Tatiana 
as Membership Secretary. As you can read in 
his report Axel has a wealth of experience in 
that most fascinating of subjects, accountancy. 
In fact after just a few hours with him I expect 
children would throw away ideas of being 
astronauts and demand a calculator for 
Christmas. Tatiana is taking on the equally 
challenging role of Membership Secretary, boy 
is she in for a surprise at renewal time. Tatiana 
will be supported by Walter at club nights 
welcoming new members and introducing them 
around. I am grateful to Larry & Gordon for their 
hard work in supporting myself and that 
previous director, whose name I can’t recall, for 
many years. Joking aside I am really chuffed to 
have such a strong team in place for the future.

We also have, at long last, a Chapter Historian 
– Steve Cork who has some good ideas about 
charting our Chapters history (he was there for 
it all, I just hope he can remember it).

I’m sure lots of us miss SOFER but the 2 
significant events we put on this summer with 
Hog’s on the Farm & Cirencester Convergence 
just show we are more than capable of making 
our own fun. Both great events, ask anyone 
who attended. A big thank you to the organisers 
and helpers who made it happen and Toby for 
financial support through Lind.

Still lots of the riding season left but we are 
already thinking of things to keep you 
entertained during the dark winter months.  
Also, we will be running a survey of members 
which I hope is live by the time you read this. 
Please do take the time to let us know what you 

like and don’t like plus ideas for improvements, 
events and rides so we can keep things fresh 
and fun. The ride program, which is the centre 
of the Chapters existence, may end officially in 
November but weather permitting we will 
continue to schedule short notice rides during 
the winter. Planning for 2018 starts in November 
and apart from the survey if you have a great 
idea talk to one of the road crew about 
sponsoring it. 

The eagle-eyed of you will see there is now a 
link on our home page to “hoguk&Ireland” 
Facebook page. It’s easy to join and send posts 
to ( I’ve done it so anyone can) and I would 
encourage you to send in posts about the 
Chapter to get us exposure. Likewise, HOG 
welcomes members to send story’s to hog.com 
which gets posted worldwide and members 
have had them picked up and put in the 
magazine in the past. All this give us great 
publicity opportunities and can result in more 
member = more friends = bigger ride + more 
partying (and membership fees to keep Axel 
happy and Tatiana busy)

Best wishes.

Dell Evans

Director

Director’s Blurb
Dell

Director
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Well what it great summer it has been so far, 
lots of rides and some great weekends away 
and a super trip over the Alps (several times) 
with some great members.

There have been some rave reviews of most of 
the rides and I would urge all to write a small 
piece for this newsletter as that is what gives 
others the confidence to try these rides.

Its been quite hectic for me over this period and 
I have to thank a few people for the help in 
making Cirencester a huge success which 
seemed to be enjoyed by all. Clive Everett for 
the design work, Wendy and Family, Jane and 
Eileen for the reception and stuffing of bags, TV 
Chapter for sorting the ride-out and Nelson for 
creating a fantastic ride and finally Malcolm and 
Margaret for their kind loan of the tent when 
ours didn't have a roof.

The plan is to repeat this event next year but to 
bring it forward a week to avoid the clashes that 

happened this year. It will be a new venue and 
research is underway at present. If there are 
comments or feedback on the format it would be 
useful if you could send them to me.

The Chapter Challenge is still going and you 
need to register your bike for the challenge by 
either doing it at the service counter at GH-D or 
by filling in a form.

There are still loads of rides left and I wish you 
all a safe Summer/Autumn riding.

Robin 
Seymour

Assistant 
Director

Robin’s 10p Worth
Wobin

Assistant Director

Had a great time and want to let the HOG World know?
Stories that you want shared in H.O.G. national communications should be submitted to 

hogukandireland@harley-davidson.com. You may or may not be aware that member stories can also 
now be shared on-line on HOG.com. Once a member has signed into their on-line profile they can 

read articles submitted by other members or submit their own. Options are available in the drop down 
menu that appears under “Live to Ride” on the page that appears once a member has signed in. It 

looks like this:
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Is it just me or have we fast forwarded since the 
last Newsletter edition? It seems a very short 
time ago that the last publication went to press 
with the magazine hard copy collecting very 
favourable remarks. Chapter members along 
with casual readers, who would not normally 
read about the Chapter, have the opportunity to 
find out about our rides events and how we roll.

The ride programme is in full swing with 
numerous day rides, weekends away and 
longer trips. 

One of this seasons highlights, the 
Convergence Rally at Cirencester, was a great 
success and a credit to all those involved in 
bringing it to fruition. Hogsback and Thames 
Valley worked together to create a fun filled 
weekend, the highlight being a superb ride out 
on Saturday through the Cotswolds and the 
Malvern Hills. Many thanks to Nelson the head 
Road Captain of Rolling Hills Chapter for 
leading the large group of riders on a superb 
route. Afterwards comments were heard "That 
was the best ride I have been on in the UK".

Hopefully Cirencester will be the forerunner of 
future similar joint Chapter collaborations.

The 115th Anniversary model range has 
been announced with intriguing changes 
and developments and if the pictures are 
anything to go by it will be well worth a visit 
to the dealership when these new bikes 
arrive. More machines in the range are 
adopting the Milwaukee 8 engine which is 
proving to be an excellent piece of kit.

To anyone thinking about joining the 
Hogsback fraternity, why not come along to 

a club night at the Princess Royal at Runfold, 
say hello and find out what we are all about. We 
have a new Membership Officer, Tatiana, who 
will help you through the simple joining process 
along with plenty of smiling faces who will be 
only to happy to answer any questions about 
the Chapter and introduce you to other 
members.

As this season progresses Road Crew will 
already be thinking about next years rides and 
value suggestions and ideas that can be 
considered for inclusion in the ride programme. 
Please forward your ideas to Robin or myself.

The time has arrived for a re-run of the 
Hogsback survey which gives members the 
opportunity to express their views on various 
aspects of Chapter life and what they would like 
from the Chapter.

Available to all members soon.

Hope you are all enjoying your riding. Ride safe.

Paul Andrews

Assistant Director

Paul’s Bit
Paul

Assistant Director
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And now for something completely different.

I have just returned to Horse Riding after too 
many years, more than I care to mention.

I needed to go out and buy some gear to wear. 
Hat, boots and trousers for starters.

The similarity to motorcycle gear was startling, 
fitting the hat was exactly the same as fitting a 
motorcycle helmet. One of the staff came and 
fitted the hat and asked all the same questions 
we ask, but then it is for safety. The first shop I 
went to didn’t have a hat that fitted my shape 
head properly, so I had to go elsewhere and try 
different makes, eventually finding one that 
fitted. Then for the boots, good fitting, 
comfortable and of course stylish, fit for 
purpose. I did wear my Harley boots for the first 
few lessons but they were a bit heavy. Next on 
the list, jodhpurs, what a choice of colours, 
shades and prices, no Kevlar needed here, just 
seam free knees! 

All set to go, just like being on a motorcycle, if 
you have the right kit you’re comfortable and 
that equals happy and safe.

The actual riding is strangely similar to riding a 
motorcycle too. You need to be aware of what’s 
around you, look where you want to go, think 
about how you are going to speed up and slow 
down, and how you are going to take a corner. 
The acceleration and brakes on a horse aren’t 
as responsive as a 
motorcycle though, 
but the exhilaration 
is just the same.

Katie Francis

Dealer Rep

Katie’s Bit
Katie

Dealer Rep

Hi Ladies.

We are an ever increasing group now with 84 of 
us - and more of you taking up riding too. Great 
news . Keep that going.

Dates for the Diary:

• Help needed for 30th Sept for The Bike 
Launch and Macmillan Coffees/Teas.

• Possible Vineyard Tour in middle of October, 
to be finalised.

• Ladies Lunch again on the 19th November at 
The princess Royal same as club night.

Let me know if you can make those dates.

Ruth Palmer

LOH Officer

Ruth’s LOH Bit
Ruth

LOH Officer
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We continue to increase our charity fundraising 
and since my last update there has been a few 
notable events that contributed. The Golden 
Key at club night continues to give us regular 
charity income. 

Since the last newsletter we have had the open 
day at GH-D, the advance riding course 
donation, the Boot Sale Dorking, Honfleur 
donation from the left-over kitty, the Raffle at 
hogs on the farm, Cliffs and crew’s prom night 
donation, Vic Waite donation a Donation from 
the boot sale and the Cirencester weekend 
raffle.

Our total so far is £2286.11.

The total is mounting up and looking good for 
our charities, so thank you all for your 
contributions to our 3 very worthy causes. Also, 
a big thank you to everyone who worked hard 
helping to raise it and all those who put their 
hands in their pockets once again.

We still have the end of season party to look 
forward too.

Howard and I have started arranging a race 
night with a difference, this will include supper 
but please bring your own drinks. The date for 
event is on the web site and tickets will be on 
sale October Club Night. 

Our Charities this 
year are:

•  Air Ambulance
•  Cancer 

Research 
• The Encephalitis 

Society

 Wendy Evans 

Charity Officer

Wendy’s Charity Update
Wendy

Charity Officer

H.O.G. UK and Ireland Facebook page
Since the launch of the HOG UK and Ireland Facebook page, word is getting out and H.O.G. are seeing good 

growth in the numbers of likes and shares. Engagement is also good with members submitting pictures and 
making positive comments on posts.

You can connect to the page via the the url https://www.facebook.com/HOGukandireland/

Please send any suggestions or feedback on the page and its contents to Marjorie Rae who is the H.O.G. 
Consumer Experience Manager, UK & Ireland.

marjorie.rae@harley-davidson.com 

It’s still early days but hopefully you can help H.O.G. in developing it and getting the word out to others that it’s 
there.

Remember - if you want your posts to get picked up when sharing – use #HOGukandireland. To send pictures – 
message the page or e-mail: HOGukandireland@harley-davidson.com or tag us on #HOGukandireland.
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For me as the Chapter Safety Officer it has 
been a great joy to see so many members 
taking up the challenge this year to improve 
their standard of riding. My role as defined by 
HOG is to encourage and direct members to the 
best places to gain this tuition. "Doing better" is 
not only good for every member individually but 
for the Chapter as a whole when riding on 
official rides.

Bike Safe courses are a good start to have your 
riding assessed, with a written report of any 
areas you may need to work on or take further 
tuition. IAM and ROSPA also offer ride 
assessments. All three can be found via the 
internet on their main web sites.

I have often been asked what is the best 
motorcycle clothing to wear or and most 
appropriate? It is not for the Chapter to say you 
must wear this or you must wear that (Of course 
the Chapter & HOG rocker and how it is 
displayed is!!) Both HOG and the Chapter do 
insist that you and your Harley are road legal to 
participate in any Official Chapter Rides.

Gaining and giving a view based on incidents 
and actual rider feed back may give members 
help to make their own informed decision about 
clothing, as i have in the past. But it is NOT my 
role to give members directives as to what 
should or should not be worn. I personally 
choose to wear, taking into account any risks, 
what I feel appropriate to weather conditions 
plus the type of ride and any wider risks 
associated with making that decision. 

Safe enjoyable fun riding.

Carl Christensen

Safety Officer

Road Captain

ROSPA advanced motorcycle instructor and 
trainer (Diploma)  

Carl’s Safety Bit
Carl

Safety Officer
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Hi there, my name is Axel and I am your new 
Treasurer. Thank you very much for showing up 
at Election Club Night and voting for me. Two 
more Thank You’s before it gets boring. One to 
Steve Cork for being such a formidable 
candidate and a big one to Larry Zea, our 
previous Treasurer who (after having had a first 
look into the books) did a fantastic job to keep 
the Chapter accountable and running on sound 
financials.

Do not expect a report by the Treasurer in each 
Newsletter, just an overview once a year or if 
something special is to be reported. Since my 
election it has been a pretty repetitive task, 
money comes into the bank, money goes out of 
the bank, restart the cycle. The fun part for me 
is the categorisation of all these deposits and 
withdrawals so the Directors, Officers and 
members know where the money is coming 
from (membership fees, event tickets, 
sponsorship, merchandise, contributions to a 
ride kitty) and what we spend it on (location 
rentals, meals and musical entertainment on 
events, assets purchases (like the new video 

screen, Dell’s beloved megaphone or patches 
for merchandise), Road Crew equipment and 
HOG Officer training.

These are just the main categories, but to make 
the Chapter truly accountable categories like 
“Uncategorised” or “Miscellaneous” should 
ideally be zero, flat, empty.

And you, each member of the Chapter can help 
to achieve that.

First of all try very, very hard to avoid using 
cheques. Like the banks we also do not like 
them as they produce a tremendous amount of 
work to all involved. Forms have to be filled in 
and delivered to the bank by the Membership 
Officer or Ride Leader and all that shows on the 
account later is “Cheque 123 - £25”. Then the 
chase starts to find out and keep record of who 
was so kind to pay us £25, and for what?
Cheques are “miscellaneous payments by 
anonymous”: the worst of all categories.

Continued on next page…

Axel’s Treasurer Report
Axel

Treasurer
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Officers (Membership, Event) and Road Crew of 
the Chapter are mostly happy to accept cash at 
Club Night and they are responsible for their 
own accounting. They pay the collected cash in 
one sum into our Chapter account and notify the 
Treasurer for what the money is for; like Prague 
or Cirencester or End of Season Party. I do not 
need to know if £60 are from John, Dick and 
Harry, all the accounts need to know is that £60 
membership fees have been paid in. Who paid 
and who did not yet pay is up to the 
Membership officer to know and monitor.

Preferred payment method is by bank transfer 
to our bank account:

Hogsback Chapter Sort: 30-92-70

Account No.: 0207 4472

The reference you enter when making 
payments is very important. It’s not a Twitter 
feed and this reference space is unfortunately 
limited to just 16 characters, so please make it a 
obvious one like “Membership18” or 
“2xMember18” or “Prague” or “4xEOS” or 
“Donation”. The clearer the better. Thank you.

To all Road Crew: if you plan to run a kitty for a 
international or weekend ride (like IOW or 
Ardennes this year) and ask members for 
contributions, please consult with the Treasurer 
before making an announcement. I can then 
report accurately to the ride leader the status of 
“his" kitty regularly and execute potential 
international payments.

A word on donations: all donations are 
managed by our Charity Officer Wendy Evans in 
a separate bank account. You can send charity 
donations to the main Hogsback account and I 
will keep the funds separate and transfer them 
to Wendy. All our charity contributions are 
collected through various personal efforts and 
events during the year (like collections or 

golden key at Club Nights), but to be clear: no 
membership fees are used to contribute to 
donations. So please continue to give 
generously to our charities.

As in anything financial it’s about your money, 
and if in doubt or have any questios please ask 
me at Club Night or send an email to 
treasurer@hogsbackchapteruk.org. 

While it may be attractive and entertaining for 
some ride leaders to not always be certain how 
to get to a destination, financial accounts should 
be unambiguous at all times. That’s what I 
promise you I will be trying to achieve.

And now the weather report on Hogsback 
Chapter financial status: healthy, with good 
reserves and no monies at risk.

Axel Thill

Treasurer

Head Photographer
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Dear Hogsback Chapter members, 

Charlie Gordon has just handed Membership 
Officer’s responsibilities over to me and it feels 
totally overwhelming! 

I would like to thank Charlie and Bernice for 
their great effort to make the Membership 
process run so efficiently and user-friendly. We 
will not let your legacy down! 

Hogsback Chapter has become the integral part 
of our life thanks to dedicated, friendly and fun 
people, great experiences and exciting 
discoveries. 

I would like to encourage all the new members 
to Live the Dream and get involved with all of 
the opportunities the Chapter has to offer. If you 
are not sure where to start, find the “People in 
Red” at the Club Night that takes place every 
first Thursday of the month (regardless of the 

weather). New members will be rewarded with a 
Hogsback pin and get introduced to all the 
lovely people who make up the Chapter. 

The volume of information about the Chapter 
available on various resources may well be the 
size of a decent library. You can find it on the 
official Chapter web site, on Facebook and in 
the Dealership. 

The extensive photo gallery can tell you a lot 
about the fantastic trips we make. Stunning 
scenery we get to observe, scrumptious deserts 
we find in the tucked away German villages and 
much more. 

Hope to see you all - the new members and the 
good old friends - at the Club Night, if not 
sooner on a Harley ride! 

Kind regards,

Tatiana Kovaleva

Membership Officer

Tatiana’s Welcome
Tatiana

Membership Officer

Roads? Where “Hogsback" are 
going we do not need roads
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I had been a member of the Hogsback Chapter 
for less than a year when I booked onto my first 
weekend away, the Midland Quickie on the 3rd 
– 4th June led by Paul Andrews. Having 
attended most club nights and a few day trips it 
was with some trepidation that I reserved my 
place. Having seen how well the regular 
members get on and know each other I was 
somewhat nervous about spending the whole 
weekend with an established group of people.

On the morning of the 3rd June we met at GH-D 
and set out on a meandering ride to Redditch 
stopping off at Cheltenham dealership on the 
way. Paul had pre-planned the ride and even 
rode it a few days before. Apparently we took a 
somewhat different route thanks to some 
troublesome waypoints on Paul’s Sat Nav but I 
would not have known otherwise and enjoyed 
the journey and stop off. After getting to the 
hotel we met up for drinks and a meal where my 
fears were unfounded and I was made to feel 
welcome and got to know the people better and 
laughed at Ian’s 
endless jokes!

Sunday was spent 
at the National 
Motorcycle 
Museum seeing 
some great history 
of biking, followed 
by some lunch at 
Nelsons Diner and 
a more direct, 
faster route home 
before the rain 
caught us.

For anyone thinking about booking onto a 
weekend or longer ride, my advice would be to 
just do it. You will be welcomed, learn more 
about your fellow members, make some new 
friends and ride your motorcycle with a great 
group of people. I have since done another 
weekend away and plan on doing more next 
year.

Ty

Midland Quickie Ty
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Our adventure started a few days before 
everyone else when our bike broke… However 
a few calls to Guildford H-D sourced a very nice 
Street Glide as a more than capable 
replacement and made for some very 
comfortable riding over the next few days.

Rather than opting for a ludicrously early 
morning ride to the Channel Tunnel we decided 
to stay in a biker friendly B&B in Hythe 
and strolled along the picturesque Military 
Canal into the village for dinner.

Friday dawned sunny and warm even at 0600 
and we made our way over to meet our fellow 
Hogsback members at the Eurotunnel.

Although we had been to a couple of events 
previously we only knew Roger. However our 
trepidation was short lived as everyone came 
over and introduced themselves and chatted 
easily. The atmosphere was friendly and relaxed 
and it was as if a load of old friends had got 
together. A swift breakfast and well needed 
coffee ensued before we climbed aboard the 
bikes and rode onto the shuttle/ train. The 
departure was flawless and the short journey 
was spent chatting with our new friends. 

Everybody disembarked without any issues  
and we moved onto the French Roads. The 
weather was gloriously sunny and thankfully still 
cool although the temperature soon rose to 
approx 27℃. We met up with a few more 
members at the first services who had travelled 
over the previous day. After this the coastal road 
was undulating nicely with some fine views and 
the road conditions where excellent. The drop 
off system working flawlessly.

A brief mishap occurred some miles later with a 
small group following the wrong bike, however 
this was rectified swiftly after a short wait at the 
toll booths having paid a whopping 1Euro for 
the pleasure of its use.

We then  travelled to Etaples; the road into the 
town was massively congested having 
discovered that it was a French Bank Holiday 
and there was also a large market there. The 
two trikes performed miracles in keeping up with 
the rest of us - hats off to their riders!

Continued on next page…

Up The Arras Andy & Carolyn
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Due to the congestion we arrived a bit later than 
expected which had resulted in the booked café 
being full on our arrival. The weather was 
sweltering by this stage and everyone swiftly 
reloaded on liquids (of the non alcoholic 
variety). We were soon back on the road and 
Roger appeared to be making up for some lost 
time, flying along the roads and making quite a 
lot of progress lol!

Early afternoon we arrived 
in Arras, a beautiful town 
with huge squares and a 
delicious lunch was eaten; 
the bikes having been 
parked up in a picturesque 
square beside the hotel. 
After lunch the bikes were 
unloaded and we booked 
into the Ibis hotel. Clean 
but small, the staff where 
very friendly. Showered and 
with cooler, more suitable 
clothes on we revisited the 
centre a stones throw from 
the hotel and enjoyed some 
well earned beverages in 
good and often hugely 
entertaining company. I 
have not laughed so much 
in a long time. Dinner was well organised and 
again, delicious. Many of us then sat in the main 
square enjoying the town which had come to life 
with the sound of people enjoying themselves.

The following day started hot yet again. We 
spent the morning walking around the market 
stalls that had sprung up and enjoying the views 
from the huge clock tower at the town hall. 
Thankfully a lift carried us most of the way with 
only 40 steps to finally stagger up. Beautiful 
views greeted us at the top.

The afternoon saw us travelling to Vimy Ridge, 
the Canadian War memorial, reminding us of 
the appalling sacrifice that was demanded in 
WW1. Well worth the visit and a very pleasant 
ride there and back. Weather still remaining hot, 
we got back into Arras for late afternoon and 
regrouped for dinner which was then followed 
by a Quiz (some of the club members 
were hugely competitive!)

Sunday morning arrived 
too quickly and 
we gathered ourselves and 
rode back to the Chunnel 
with a delicious lunch stop 
at St Omer. The weather 
turned when we got back 
to Blighty and the group 
splintered and went their 
own ways. The M25 deluge 
of rain saw a brief reuniting 
with several members as 
we saw them huddled and 
desperately struggling into 
waterproofs beside the 
road. As we had chosen 
not to stop we were soaked 
by the time we arrived 
home despite some sun as 
we entered Sussex.

The weekend ended far too quickly, we 
thoroughly enjoyed the company and if any 
new members are considering taking part in a 
similar trip we cannot recommend it highly 
enough. By the finish of the trip we felt that we 
had known many of the Club members for 
years.

So thank you Roger & Tracy and the rest you. A 
great time and incredibly well organised.

Andy & Carolyn
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You may be a long time Chapter member 
harking back to the “old days” and 
complaining that nostalgia “ain’t what it 
used to be”, or you may be a new Chapter 
member wondering what sort of 
organisation have I joined, where did it all 
begin and how did it get to here?

Fortunately HOG recognises the 
importance of maintaining a history of the 
Chapter for just these reasons with an 
official Officer position of “Chapter 
Historian”. Until now Hogsback Chapter 
has not appointed anyone to this role, but 
following a brief report on my research into 
previous road crew and club officer positions I 
made at the last Committee meeting, our Past 
Director, Dik, proposed that I be appointed as 
Chapter Historian. A vote was taken by the 
Committee and I confirmed I would be pleased 
to undertake this role for a three year period.

So What is a Chapter Historian? Wikipedia (that 
source of all reliable 
knowledge) defines it 
as:

 “A person who 
researches, studies, 
and writes about the 
past, and is regarded 
as an authority on it. 
Historians are 
concerned with the 
continuous, methodical 
narrative and research 
of past events as 
relating to the Chapter; 
as well as the study of 
all its history over 

time”. 

You may recall seeing “The ride so far” poster of 
the Hogsback Chapter – but this is only part of 
the story! I aim to go behind the scenes and 
discover the true story of the Chapter!

Continued on next page…
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It helps that I been a member of the Chapter for 
almost 20 years, including 15 years as Road 
Captain and Committee member. I was also 
one of the eight original Charter Members of 
Hogsback who set the Chapter up in its present 
form in 2005 following the split of the old Surrey 
Chapter – so I have a very personal and biased 
view of our history. 

Fortunately HOG also has a very 
comprehensive job description for the role of 
Chapter Historian to assist me. However, I will 
largely ignore this and seek to concentrate on 
what I think we would like to see as our Chapter 
history. For me this will be a challenge to tap 

into some of the older members for some 
reminisces of times past, to record some 
personal views of people and places and to 
make a record of some special past events. 
Equally I aim to make sure that the history we 
are making right now is recorded for posterity.

I invite contributions from all Chapter Members, 
old and new, for our “History Page” on the 
website and for inclusion in a “History Section” 
in the newsletter (see the next page for one by 
me). Ideas include:

• Buying my first Harley
• My first club night

• Going on my first ride-out
• Going to my first international rally
• Memories of past members

In addition to these “when I” stories I will be 
putting together a database of past and current 
club officers who have contributed to the 
management, development and success of the 
Chapter since its beginnings in Dorking on 31st 
October 1991.

Steve Cork

Road Captain and Chapter Historian
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I bought my very first Harley, an all-black Dyna 
Sports with the new 88 engine, from Warrs in 
mid October 1998. It was the first bike I had 
owned since 1973 and I had started daily 
commuting from south of Guildford to the centre 
of London, come rain or shine. I had already 
clocked up over 1,500 miles in the first three 
weeks and was loving every day in spite of the 
bad weather!

When I picked the bike up from Warrs, there 
had been some mention of free membership of  
HOG for the first year and something about 
HOG Chapters – neither of which were familiar 
to me. I did some searching on the primitive 
internet that existed in those days and 
discovered there was some organisation called 
“Surrey HOG” which met at “The Star Pub” in 
Leatherhead on the first Thursday of the month.

I decided to go along directly from London after 
work to see what it was all about. That particular 
night was memorable. I left London in the dark 
in torrential rain, equipped with full waterproofs 
and a yellow high-viz, to tackle the rush hour 
traffic on the A3 before heading off south down 

the Kingston Road to find the pub. This was pre-
satnav days and I was very pleased with myself 
when I spotted the pub through rain soaked 
goggles (yes, open face, no visor – then and 
now!).

I pulled into the car park – but where were all 
the bikes?  The rain swept carpark was full of 
cars, big ones, small ones, flash ones, 
scratched ones, with not a Harley to be seen.

Continued on next page…
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Perhaps I had the wrong night, perhaps I had 
the wrong pub and they were meeting 
somewhere else, perhaps I was living in a 
parallel universe… I had to find out!

I got off the bike and walked dripping in through 
the doors to be met by a roaring log fire, the 
smell of alcohol and fine food and a hell of a lot 
of noise coming from a crush of bikers in the 
room at the end of the pub. These strangely 
dressed bikers were an intimidating sight – 
leathers, patches and chains. Many of them, 
judging from their patches, were called Dilligaf – 
an unusual name and one that was unfamiliar to 
me. As I entered, the room went quiet at the 
sight of this bedraggled new biker – no leathers, 
no patches, no chains and dripping water from 
the hi-viz, each thinking “He must be mad to be 
out on his Harley in this freezing wet weather in 
the dark in the middle of winter!”

Fortunately, after the initial shock, I was made to 
feel very welcome. I was introduced to a few 
interesting, colourful (and based on my initial 
impressions – very scary) bikers, who have 
since become my very good friends. I started to 
understand what real biking is all about. That 
was almost 20 years ago, and now that I too 

have my full quota of leathers, patches and 
chains, I look forward to scaring any new 
members at their first Club Night and initiating 
them into the real world of HOGs and Harleys.

Steve Cork

Road Captain and Chapter Historian
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Day 1

After our meet at Fleet Services, nine Harley’s 
took a leisurely ride down to the Mattia Diner 
near Yeovil for brunch, followed by a pleasant 
ride down to the Seagate Hotel at Appledore. 
What a lovely seaside resort it is; it’s like going 
back in time to when beaches were beaches 
and not overwhelmed with amusement 
arcades etc! The hotel was very hospitable and 
made us really welcome. The evening meal 
they provided was very good and to finish off a 
great first day many laughs and maybe a couple 
of drinks followed!!

Day 2

After a tasty breakfast at the hotel we rode out 
to Richy’s Diner at Tiverton and sampled their 
milkshakes – yum! This was followed by a 
leisurely ride cross country to the Watersmeet 
Hotel at Woolacombe in the afternoon. A couple 
of cock-ups en-route, but hey, this is what 
happens on country roads! The hotel was 
something else, afternoon tea was superb, 
waiter was very accommodating and it was all 
we could do to resist taking a dip in the hotel 
pool! The real selling point was the view from 
the veranda which was fantastic (it has to be 
said that the weather was on our side so we 
could see for miles). 

From Woolacome we took a short ride to 
Ilfracombe to see the bronze statue “Verity” 
created by Damien Hirst (which wasn’t 
everyone’s cup of tea). We then took a slow ride 
back to Appledore for a shower and a few drinks 
to replenish our systems, followed later by a 
pizza delivery – little did we know that the fish ‘n 
chip shop closes at 8pm and the hotel stops 
serving food at 9pm! Another, fun packed 
evening full of laughs was had by all.

Continued on next page…
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Day 3

This was a day of rest for some folk, but some 
of us took a scenic ride out to Lynton (the village 
hit by massive floods in August 1952) and here 
we found the “Chez Marie 
Vinyl Lounge”. They served us 
drinks and played the Bob 
Marley Legend Album for us 
and we all took a trip back in 
time! We then took the famous 
funicular cliff railway which 
opened in 1890 and (apart 
from a new track in 1908) it 
operates now as it always has. 
The initial cost was £8,000 
and there has never been an 
accident. We rode it down to 
Lynmouth, 600 feet below 
Lynton, where we meandered 
along the water front to find 
the best ice cream parlour.

After returning to Lynton we 
took the Harley’s on to 
Simonsbath and on through 
Exmoor. The scenery was 
fantastic with some ‘interesting’ corners and 
many narrow roads on the way (thought we 
might have to break out the off-road tyres at one 
point!!!). 

When we finally got back to the hotel it was a 
quick turnaround to take a taxi down to 
Westward Ho! We stopped en route for a few 
bevies before having a really great meal at The 
Pier House. From here the views overlooking 

Bideford Bay and Lundy Island 
were outstanding and to top it 
all we witnessed a fantastic 
sunset. A perfect end to a 
great weekend away. 

Day 4

After a leisurely breakfast we 
left Appledore and the very 
comfortable hotel at 10am. We 
took a faster route home (boy 
was it hot), stopping for 
refreshments at Wayne’s Bar 
& Bistro en-route, before going 
our separate ways.

Many thanks to Carl and Flo 
for organising a great 
weekend, weather inclusive.

Jan
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Day 1

Everyone was to meet at the tunnel to make the 
trip to Valkenburg. Most had the sense to stay at 
B&B’s the night before, but 4 brave (or it could 
be said daft) young men decided to travel down 
early in the morning. 

Meeting in the car park a couple of fellows 
decided to have a breakfast of Mackie D. Tony 
being obviously half a sleep put his onion rings 
on the saddle and walked away. Mr Seagull 
thought this very kind of him and came in with a 
swoop gathering them up. After a few flaps of 
his arms he let them go and landed on Steve 
Routh’s helmet. Needless to say the comments 
start flying “It’s been a long time since you have 
had a bird on your helmet Steve”. The rest of 
the weekend was to see a continuation of the 
innuendos.

Arriving in France (10 bikes 13 members) the 
trip went to plan, even with extra fuel stops for 
the peanut tanked 48. We stopped off at West-
Flanders dealership for refreshments and a 
browse. Friday evening two members from the 
Limburg Chapter came to run through what the 
plan was for Saturday: a ride out and BBQ. The 
evening was spent in a nice Greek restaurant 
just up from the hotel we had a lovely meal and 
banter was in full flow.

Day 2

After breakfast and looking at the pouring rain 
(everyone thinking if we were at home we would 
still be in bed) Richard and Driek came to 
collect 9 bikes and 11 members and take us to 
the H-D Dutch Hills in Kerkrade. Richard 
informed us it was only a “few sprinkles of rain” 
and that by 10 o’clock there would be sunshine. 

We arrived at the dealership 
to be met by about 30 
members of the Limburg 
Chapter. After the group photo 
we set off, now with 29 bikes, 
travelling along the highway to 
leave at exit 6. Through still 
pouring rain we all left the 
highway except for Yuri who 
decided he liked the highway 
so much he would just keep 
going. Luckily the sweepers 
noticed and chased after him 
getting him off and joining 
everyone. 

Continued on next page…

Valkenburg Laurence & Louise



Valkenburg

 

Hogsback News Autumn 2017 !23

We stopped at the Biker Ranch for lunch and on 
the menu was sausage and chips. Louise 
(Laurence’s wife) not liking foreign food decided 
to give the sausage a go which resulted in 
innuendoes about the size of sausage. Poor 
Laurence, who took it very well, was described 
as a cocktail sausage. 

After lunch we continued through the National 
Park stopping at the oldest concrete dam for a 
quick look. We then travelled onto one of the 
“Cimetiere Americain Henri- Chapelle” one of 3 
graveyards of the Second World War with more 
than 8000 white crosses of American soldiers 
who died during Dec 1944/Jan 1945 in the 
Ardennes area. 

Then back to the hotel to get ready for the 
evening with more of the Limburg Chapter at a 
roof top restaurant and BBQ. We were 
welcomed with a glass of bubbles and a 
beautiful buffet/BBQ. The evening was full of 
chatter and laughter and drink, ending off a 
really wonderful day. After a late night, everyone 
slowly made their way back to the hotel for bed.

Day 3

This was a lazy Sunday for everyone to “do as 
they like” going around the local market and 
shops, drinking coffee and having lunch. At 3 
o’clock everyone met up to go tobogganing. 

Before this a 
presentation 
was made 
to Yuri of a 
pink blow-up 
flamingo to 
put on the 
front of his 
bike so that 
we could all 
see where 
he was on 

the ride home. There was only one person who 
managed to flip and come off on the first run, 
Laurence, and on the second run Yuri hit him in 
the back and he managed to trap his finger. 
Luckily he has a pair and manned up. 

The evening meal was at a local Mexican where 
laughter was the order of the day. Tony very 
kindly bought a pin for everyone from West-
Flanders and also Steve a badge from Flanders 
Field Chapter Belgium. An earlier night than 
usual was had by all, ready for the trip home the 
next day.

Day 4

Home time. After breakfast, bills were paid and 
it was time to load the bikes and make a start 
home. The weather was good and off we set 
heading for the tunnel. We had a couple of 
stops for fuel and then a stop for lunch and a 
much-needed bum rest. We all loaded onto the 
train, had a last chat and said our goodbyes 
ready for when we arrived in England.

All in all this was a fantastic weekend with 
laughter all the way through with a bunch of 
great people. Can’t thank Steve Routh enough 
for organising a great trip can’t wait until next 
year. Also, a big thank you to Tony for being 
back marker.

Laurence & Louise
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Why do one Iron Hog a year when you can do 
2? And if that isn’t enough then why not add a 
further twist too? 

Since returning from the Iron Hog in April this 
year Dave Hollis (Hogsback) and Mark Peck 
(Thames Valley) have been hatching a plan. 
The bug has bitten hard, the joy of endurance 
riding has well and truly taken over and they will 
be doing a second Iron Hog on the weekend of 
27th - 29th October. The final plan was 
conceived at the Cirencester Convergence 
Rally with much neck oil to assist the 
conversation. 

Not only is doing 2 Iron Hogs in the same year a 
bit crazy but, probably due to the neck oil at the 
Convergence Rally, they then added a sting in 
the tail and will try and achieve the Iron Butt 
Association Saddle Sore 1000 (1000 miles in 24 
hours) on the first "day". With the challenge set 
they have also decided to take an opportunity to 
promote a couple of charities following Malcom 
Bradley’s lead in the April challenge.

In a nutshell - they leave Guildford H-D at 7pm 
on Friday after a day working and head off to 
Maidstone H-D for 8pm. Then the challenge 
really starts with the next major stop at 
Edinburgh H-D for approx 5am. Digging ever 
deeper and no doubt wondering about the 
wisdom of their decision, they then ride to 
Swansea H-D for approx 2pm and then on to 
Plymouth H-D for approx 5:30pm. They hope to 
arrive before Plymouth H-D shuts for a coffee 
and to get the 1000 mile challenge witnessed 
and signed-off before retiring to a local hotel for 
much need sustenance and sleep. 

The following day, Sunday, they plan to take a 
more leisurely ride to Southampton H-D and 
then onto Loomies where they invite as many 
friends and Chapter members as we can muster 
to meet-up for the final ride back to Guildford H-
D and to complete the challenge. All being well 
they will arrive Guildford H-D around 3:00pm 
well before the 6:00pm deadline.

Continued on next page…
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Even though this challenge is already erring 
toward the barking mad, they're going to do this 
on the last weekend of British Summer Time so 
the chances of being wet, dark and cold are 
pretty much guaranteed. That said, a brave and 
hardy soul in the form of Alan Moss 
(Fenlanders) thought it sounded like fun(!?) 
and has agreed to join them. 3 riders, 3 
chapters and one seriously large adventure. 

The riders have set-up a Just Giving Team 
page covering the charities they are riding 
for: 

•Mind.org 

•Alexander Devine Children's Hospice 
Service 

•Macmillan Cancer Support 

You can follow the links from this page and 
all riders welcome any donations no matter 
how small. The page is: https://
www.justgiving.com/companyteams/
IronHog1000miles 

Chapter members and friends interested in 
meeting-up with Dave, Mark and Alan at 
Loomies on Sunday 29th October for the 
final ride-in to Guildford H-D are encouraged 
to follow their progress online, details of 

which will be posted nearer the time. So too are 
those who would like to be at the finish line but 
cannot make the ride from Loomies. 

Dave

Iron Hog Challenge Minimum Requirements - Ride to the most Northerly / Easterly / Southerly and 
Westerly Harley Dealerships within 48 Hours (https://ironhog.wordpress.com/the-rules/)

The Iron Butt Association Saddle Sore 1000 Requirements - Witnesses required at the start and 
finish. 1000 miles to be completed within 24 hours (https://docs.google.com/document/d/
1xcgmdwrI9_ZQOFGk_kuu5qbNJ_Hb8b-6pqTsPvjAIuk/edit)
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Friday 19th May

13 bikes, 2 trikes and 19 members 
departed from GH-D hoping for a dry 
ride after a sudden shower just prior 
to leaving. We weren’t disappointed 
and the weather improved as we 
headed for Cornwall along the A303 
past Stonehenge. A couple more 
sharp downpours didn’t dampen our 
spirits and we reached the American 
themed ‘Route 303’ diner (near 
Honiton) for a well deserved burger in good 
time.

Onward to Wadebridge situated on the river 
Camel (also half way along the Camel Trail) and 
to our hotel, the Molesworth Arms, an old 
coaching inn which would be our base for the 
next three days. Dinner was at the hotel that 
night and it was a good time to catch up.

Saturday 20th May

The morning ride out was southwards through 
the beautiful Cornish countryside. So many high 

hedgerows and narrow roads. A slightly 
showery morning but the sun soon came out as 
we took a scenic route through Newquay and 
Redruth to the Poldark tin mine near Helston. 
The mine is so called as it is where Poldark was 
filmed. We donned our hard hats and headed 
down into the mine, which at times was dark, 
damp and narrow. The Cornish mines have an 
incredible history which was relayed to us by a 
very knowledgeable and dedicated guide.

After tea and chocolate we headed off to 
Padstow where Chris had gained permission for 
us to park on the harbour itself. We left the 

bikes on the quayside for a wander 
around this quaint and pretty fishing 
port. Lunch, of course, was the 
traditional fish and chips at Rick Steins 
Fish and Chip restaurant followed by a 
real Cornish ice cream from one of the 
many cafes. You just have to don’t you!?

Back in Wadebridge the evening 
entertainment came from a two man 
band in Karringtons Wine Bar opposite 
our hotel. Lots of singing and merriment 
ended an excellent day.

Continued on next page…
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Sunday 21st May

The next day we headed north from 
Wadebridge to Tintagel with its castle ruins 
linked to the mythical King Arthur. Whilst some 
preferred to explore the town or relax in the sun 
with their coffees, a few of us thought we would 
climb up the steep staircase to the top of the cliff 
where the castle ruins were situated. Climbing 
in full motorcycle gear was not for the faint 
hearted, but we were rewarded with sensational 
views of the North Cornwall coastline with it’s 
smugglers caves and crashing waves. Moving 
on along the coast to Port Gaverne we enjoyed 
a sumptuous roast beef lunch at the Port 
Gaverne hotel.

Suitably fed and watered we only had to ride 
over the hill to our next destination, Port Isaac, 
famously known as Port Wen in the TV series 
‘Doc Martin’. Despite not filming on this day, we 
were delighted to meet Ian McNeice (Bert Large 
in the series) down on the quayside, who was 
more than happy to have his photo taken with 
the group. More ice cream and lobsters were 
purchased (ask Cliff) and after Vince was 
robbed of his ice cream by a well organised 
gang of seagulls we headed back to 
Wadebridge.

Monday 22nd May

After a hearty breakfast we packed up and 
began our long ride home. A slight detour took 
us to The Jamaica Inn near Bodmin, made 
famous by Daphne Du Mauriers novel of the 
same name. We had refreshments there and 
continued without incident through Cornwall into 
Devon and onto Yarcombe, where we were met 
by Chris’s friend, Christopher in his classic 
Jaguar motor car. Christopher led us up winding 
high hedged lanes to his stunning house where 
he and his lovely wife, Ally, laid on an enormous 
spread of sandwiches and cream teas. With 
beautiful views, cracking weather and great 
company we could have stayed longer but soon 
the time came to move on. We thanked 
Christopher and Ally for their hospitality and we 
all said our goodbyes as this was the final 
stretch.

The whole weekend was a wonderful 
experience and great fun. Thank you to Chris 
North for arranging the trip and leading us 
without incident, thanks to Paul Andrews and 
Crippo for protecting our backs and thank you 
for the company of a great crowd of people.

Debbie
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Day 1 and after a late start leaving 
Folkestone we had a good journey riding 
down from Calais in very changeable 
weather. The route was mainly 
motorways as we had 300 miles to cover 
the first day. We rode through 4 countries 
with the usual breaks and stops for 
coffee, lunch and a few leg stretches. We 
arrived in sunshine at the Hotel Laux, in 
Merzig, which made us very welcome. 
There was time for a shower and a cold 
beer or glass of wine before having a 
lovely BBQ.

Day 2 and still in Germany. Stunning 
views and fantastic roads today - and it stayed 
dry. We popped back into France and rode 
through part of the Black Forest which had to be 
one of the most beautiful places I have ever 
seen. The scenery was amazing, with tall green 
pine trees as far as the eye could see. We 
stayed in the most beautiful traditional hotel in 
Bernau, again with stunning 
views and we even had a 4 
poster bed.

Day 3 and on to Liechtenstein 
via Switzerland with very pretty 
villages & beautiful scenery, 
albeit rather overcast. It was an 
eventful day with heavy rain, a 
bit of sunshine, a poorly bike 
(that now seems ok), wet 
cobbles on tight bends and a 
road closure (which meant 
having to negotiate the downhill 
wet cobbles again). 

After a short detour we finally 

arrived in Triesenberg and enjoyed the beautiful 
views from our rooms. We sampled another 
delicious meal and had a few drinks in the 
restaurant with amazing and ever changing 
views. It was an enjoyable but more challenging 
day.

Continued on next page…
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Day 4 and we were now halfway through 
the trip. We rode over the Swiss Alps & the 
Fluela Pass, with more breathtaking 
scenery, climbing to a height of over 2300 
metres in pouring rain and negotiating tight 
hairpin bends and sub-zero temperatures. 
We took a welcome lunch break of goulash 
soup in the cafe at the top and had a 
chance to warm up. Then the snow came.

After a quick photo call we made a hasty 
departure and faced a very challenging 
descent; but we all made it. It was then 
down through Davos, Klosters and over the 
Bernina Pass into Italy with improving weather 
all the time. Absolutely stunning, amazing, 
breathtaking scenery and brilliant biking roads. 
We were now at our base for 3 nights in Tirano. 

Day 5 and we sadly had to say goodbye to 2 
brothers in the group as they needed to return to 
the UK for personal reasons. After breakfast we 
all assembled and set off for a day at the lakes. 
The weather was much improved (hot and 
sunny) as we made our way out of Tirano and 
out through the Aprica Pass. More stunning 
mountain scenery with beautiful villages nestled 
in amongst the trees. Tight bends and 
challenging corners, but all brilliant roads for the 
bikes. I don't know how many tunnels we went 

through, but too many to count. Some were so 
long you felt like it was never going to end. 

As we exited the last one there was the 
absolutely beautiful Lake Iseo, surrounded by 
tiny village communities and acres of pine trees. 
We had lunch at a lovely seafood restaurant that 
overlooked the lake and had amazing views. 

After a leisurely lunch we headed off to an H-D 
dealership in Bergamore as a couple of the 
bikes needed some minor repairs. It was a 
change for a spot of retail therapy and much 
needed cold drink as by now it was 80+ 
degrees. After the bikes were all fixed we made 
our way back to Tirano.

Continued on next page…
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Day 6 and this was the day you had the 
choice of either sightseeing and shopping in 
Tirano or joining the ride and the challenge of 
The Stelvio Pass. It was a hard decision but I 
decided to do the ride. After a shortish ride 
out of Tirano we arrived at the Bormio side of 
the pass, and so we began our long ascent. 

The roads twisted and turned with hairpin 
bends and several short tunnels. It was rather 
narrow in places, and there were stretches 
with no barrier but there were also some long 
straits. The road was quite busy with insane 
cyclists and we even saw a bus! The views 
were utterly amazing with waterfalls, rugged 
rocks and sheer drops. It took less than half an 
hour to reach the summit and was so worth it. 
The ride down was equally as good if not better 
as you can see so much more. A quick coffee 
and lunch stop at the bottom back in Bormio 
and then back to the hotel to meet up with the 
others. 

Tirano is a very charming town with lots of 
lovely shops, bars and restaurants all within 
easy walking distance. We had a quick shower 
and change then spent a very chilled out 
afternoon with the customary well earned cold 
beverage. 

An amazing experience today and well done to 
all the riders, am so glad I went with you, would 
not have missed it for the world.

Day 7 and just when we thought the scenery 
could not be any better we were all proved 
wrong. As we left Tirano and headed towards 
the Bernina Pass it was beautiful sunny weather 
and so different to when we arrived 3 days ago. 
More big sweeping bends waterfalls and great 
biking roads. Fantastic views of the pine trees 
and the beautiful villages. We were now in 
Switzerland and we had the pleasure of riding 
the Julier Pass which was absolutely stunning. 
We rode hairpins and big sweeping bends, 
alongside more huge waterfalls, snow-capped 
mountains, babbling streams and pretty 
villages. It was breathtaking. 

At the bottom we arrived in the beautiful and 
affluent town of St. Moritz. The lunch stop was 
at Lantsch with more beautiful views. Our 
journey continued for a short hop into 
Liechtenstein before crossing the border into 
Germany. A long ride today of 200 miles but so 
enjoyable & now enjoying the hospitality at 
Seltenbacher hof. 

Another fabulous day with fabulous 
company, and an evening that was 
equally as good with lots of fun, laughter, cheap 
beer and excellent German food & wine.

Continued on next page…
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Day 8 It was going to be a long 
journey today of over 250 miles and 
the last whole day and evening 
together. After a brilliant riding day 
yesterday, it was now time to leave 
Germany but not before visiting the 
HD dealership in Tuttlingen for more 
shopping or present buying.

The scenery today was very different 
to previous days, no mountains but 
still very pretty villages and trees as 
far as you could see. We rode back 
through part of the Black Forest, with 
some great wide sweeping bends and 
just a couple of hairpins, crossing the 
Rhine and into France. 

As the day progressed the temperature became 
hotter so we were all grateful for a lunch break 
and a cold drink before we continued on our 
way. In order to crunch some of the miles still to 
do and keep moving in the heat we resorted to 
some stretches of motorway. The miles seemed 
very slow to count down even though we were 
not hanging about. 

Another short break to stretch our legs and have 
some relief from the heat off the bike, it was hard 

to believe that we still had 100 miles to go. The 
roads were pretty clear which meant the group 
did well at all staying together. We finally arrived 
at our final destination in France hot, tired and 
thirsty. But after a very quick shower & change 
we enjoyed an excellent meal with lots more fun, 
laughter and great company. 

Different challenges today the heat and long 
straight sections of motorway and a couple of 
road closures, and diversions, but as always all 
the riders were amazing.

Continued on next page…



Alps Tour
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Day 9 and time to do the last leg home. 
We departed earlier from the hotel today 
as we had over 200 miles to ride to the 
Channel Tunnel. Long straight, fast roads 
amongst flat agricultural countryside and 
gusty crosswinds and overcast skies was 
today's challenge for all the riders. But 
with clear roads we ate up the miles and 
made good progress, so we had time for a 
coffee stop and a refuel. 

The sun broke through the clouds for a 
while but as we rode further north it 
became progressively darker and then the 
rain came. Luckily it was only a couple of short 
heavy showers and we were back to sunshine 
drying off nicely. We took a lunch stop at the 
motorway services which was to be the last 
break before we reached the tunnel; so we said 
our goodbyes in case we all got separated. We 
arrived in good time at the tunnel check in and 
manage to catch the earlier train. 

So here we are at the end of our brilliant tour 
across 6 countries and having ridden 2,000 

miles through stunning scenery. We 
encountered, heavy rain, snow, cold, sunshine 
and strong winds but as always it was amazing.

Thank you everyone for your great company, 
humour, stories and friendship. Huge and 
special thanks also to Robin and Beverly 
Seymour and also the fantastic road crew who 
so ably looked after us. Until next time.

Bern
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Normandy 2017

A group of us on 12 bikes and 2 trikes enjoyed another 
fabulous weekend in Normandy.

The ferry crossing from Newhaven to Dieppe was 
smooth and gave us the opportunity to mingle before 
the ride to Honfleur.

Good traffic and beautiful scenery made for lovely 
rides all throughout the weekend and friendly bars and 
cafes provided endless entertainments every night.

Thanks to Graham for the organisation and booking of 
the hotel, ferry and restaurants, and the Road Crew for 
keeping us safe along the way.

Henning

Hello and good morning

I have had a few people asking about my 
driving lights which are rather bright.

Here is the link: https://
www.carbuildersolutions.com/uk/driving-lights

Pete

Just trolling through the clubs site and I found a 
discount code for the BMF

I know from past experience that some shops won't 
give discount to Harley riders (they think we have too 
much money already) but they will give discount if you 
can give a code for the BMF or another organisation

The code is: HOG17A143

Chris
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Robin leads the Alps tour 2017
for most of us a place we've never been.

Up ' Up so very high 
it's going to snow just let it try!!

2383 meters over the Fluela Pass 
so high its snowing and freezing my arse!

Stop at the cafe right at the top for a hot drink
get the feeling back in my hands, they are pink.

We take some pics and were off on our way 
again
into sunshine no one complains.

Up here where the air's so thin 
21 Harley's what a din.

Now let me loose on those hairpin bends 
me and my Harley and all off my friends.

Winding down the twisting roads 
which side of the road never mind the highway 
code.

Almost at our destination
when Kevin decides to go down the line to the 
next station.

ON HIS HARLEY !!

Fortunately no harm done 
just his pride dented a little with all the fun.

Next day it was off to see the lakes 
through many tunnels with not many breaks.

Back into sunshine we can all breath again 
now i appreciate why we have the Chunnel 
train.

We stop at a lake Como restaurant with 
stunning views of the water
great fish n chips and pizza to order.

The following day we go up the Stelvio pass 
don't look down or you could end up on the 
grass.

Lots of concentration riding around the hairpins
faces of the pillions with their nervous grins .

What fantastic views when we get to the top 
plenty of pictures no need to photo-shop.

Soon we on our way down again do it all in 
reverse 
some bloody impatient drivers overtake what a 
curse.

At the bottom we stop at a cafe for lunch
chat about our experience while we all munch.

Back to Tirano for an afternoon of relaxation 
tomorrow we head for another petrol station.

Good bye Italy, Switzerland,Germany,Belgium, 
and France
we got to catch a train and play letter lottery or 
chance.

A BIG BIG thank you to Robin for all his hard 
work in putting this amazing trip together .

Paul and Vince for looking out for us at the 
back.

Poetry Corner Gordon
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The following email addresses can be used to 
contact Officers of the Chapter:

director@hogsbackchapteruk.org
assistantdirector@hogsbackchapteruk.org

secretary@hogsbackchapteruk.org
treasurer@hogsbackchapteruk.org

headroadcaptain@hogsbackchapteruk.org
webmaster@hogsbackchapteruk.org

loh@hogsbackchapteruk.org
charities@hogsbackchapteruk.org
safety@hogsbackchapteruk.org

headphotographer@hogsbackchapteruk.org
activities@hogsbackchapteruk.org

editor@hogsbackchapteruk.org
merchandise@hogsbackchapteruk.org
membership@hogsbackchapteruk.org

roadcrew@hogsbackchapteruk.org

If you need to contact a specific Chapter officer via email, you 
can do so using the following format: 

firstname.lastname@hogsbackchapteruk.org

Want to help the Newsletter by sponsoring an 
edition?

Contribute some monies toward the printing and you can 
advertise your company or just put a big picture of your face on it

£100 for a full back cover

£75 for a half page inside

£50 for a half page inside
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CONVEYANCING AND PROBATE PRACTITIONERS
COMMISSIONERS FOR OATHS

PROPERTY LAW SPECIALISTS
(including sales and purchases)

PROBATE

WILLS

REMORTGAGES

TRANSFERS

DECLARATION OF TRUSTS

LASTING POWERS OF ATTORNEY

Telephone for competitive quotation or call in and see us.
Alternatively send an email enquiry and we will respond quickly.

Business Hours: 
9am to 5.30pm Monday to Friday

6 Anchor Crescent, Knaphill,                           The Old Estate Office, Wilderness Road
Woking, GU21 2PD                                           Onslow Village, Guildford GU2 7QR

T: 01483 485700 F:01483 485701                     T: 01483 485800 F: 01483 485801
E: Lyn@lyonsandcompany.co.uk                       E: Catherine@lyonsandcompany.co.uk


