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Hello and welcome to an extra special edition of 
Hogsback News!

Extra special as this edition is going to be 
printed. If everything goes according to plan you 
should be able to pick yourself up a copy at the 
June club night.

The riding season has only just begun but 
there’s already been loads of stuff going on.

We have write ups on the Cider Rally and Isle of 
Wight weekends away, which went off in 
spectacular style. Thanks to Hannah and Eileen 
for those

Steve and Catherine Cork were invited to try out 
the new Street Rod and they were accompanied 
by a professional photographer so we have 
some amazing pictures.

Crippo organised a ride to see a Led Zeppelin 
tribute band, but there wasn’t quite as much 
interest as he anticipated.

Also, Gordon must have got wind of the 
newsletter being printed as he appears to have 
used the opportunity to get some of his poems 
published!

Plus loads more great stuff, thanks to everyone 
who contributed.

Brett Speed

Editor
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HI all, it’s been 6 months since I took over from 
Dik as director, boy it’s been a steep learning 
curve and despite his grooming efforts he’s still 
got that knowing smirk on his face. The Spring 
is here at last and like some of you I have 
invested in a Milwaukie 8, so far every time I 
have ridden it it’s rained – just like being on a 
Robin ride.

The Chapter has a large number of new 
members this year – a warm welcome to you 
all. If it seems a bit daunting at club night with 
150+ strangers don’t worry, come up and say 
“Hi” to any of the road crew. We have all been in 
the same situation and are very happy to 
introduce you around. 

We have an extensive programme in 2017 with 
133 things put on for your enjoyment, from rides 
to party’s and weekends away there is hopefully 
something for everyone. 

It was great to see over 70 members enjoying 
Andy England’s Isle of Wight weekend (he’s 
already booked it for 2018). I must mention our 
now annual summer Party on the Farm - a great 
weekend of fun sponsored by the Chapter. Only 
£15 including your BBQ on Saturday, camping, 
bands and tractor rides care of Howard. This 
year we have invited our friends at Thames 
Valley & 1066 Chapters to join us. 

Robin has been busy organising our other main 
event the Cirencester convergence weekend 
with Thames Valley and we have the Hickory 
Stick boys playing for us and is sponsored by 
GH-D – what a great dealership we have. 
Tickets for both events are available at club 
night, via the website or from Katie at GH-D.

Even though it's some way off Crippo is busy 
organising the End of Season Party and we are 
investigating a combined chapters winter ball 
too.

Graham Woods our head road captain is on the 
mend following his nasty incident. Unfortunately, 
we have had to cancel his signature Midnight 
Madness ride in London for this year but it will 
be back.

This edition of the news letter is being printed 
as well as produced in electronic format as a 
trial with the kind sponsorship of Robin's 
company, if you like the idea of a printed copy 
then please let Brett know so he can feedback 
to the committee.

Lastly I’m sad to say our membership secretary 
Charlie is moving up north so we are advertising 
for a replacement. Together with Bern, Charlie 
has done a fantastic job both with the process 
admin and the meet and greeting of new 
members at club nights - thank you both so 
much. Another change is to welcome Katie as 
the Chapter’s dealer rep. Toby is mega busy 
now with the growing Lind network of bike 
dealers but he will maintain a presence within 
the Chapter.

Ride safe & live 
the dream.

Dell Evans

Director

Director’s Bit
Dell

Director
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Firstly a warm welcome to all the new members, 
you will enjoy the Chapter as it’s one of the best 
in the world.

It’s with mixed feelings that I write this one as I 
have just come back from a very enjoyable 
Cider Rally, although I thought I was coming 
down with something it has turned out to be a 
nasty case of man flu!! I know I will get 
sympathy from you guys.

I had no idea hot and cold sweats could be so 
bad!!

The other side is of course Graham’s accident, 
he is a bit broken, bruised and battered but he 
is full of “I will be back soon” which is just as 
well as he is messing up the ride programme.

Get well soon Graham with all our best wishes.

So far we have run 32 events/rides and one 
weekend away, it's already more than most 
chapters organise in a year!! There is loads 
more to come and there are still spaces on 
some of the weekends away.

Cirencester will be upon us soon. We have a 
great band, The Hickory Stick Boys and there is 
also transport for your gear, if camping, or to 
and from the hotel, if not. 

We will also have a great ride-out through the 
cotswolds and a barbecue. 

The Rally pin looks great and the only way you 
can get one is to go on this fantastic weekend. 
It's only £20!! We have sold 75 tickets of our 
100 so get them soon.

Take care and ride safe.

Robin 
Seymour

Assistant 
Director

Robin’s Bit
Wobin

Assistant Director

Head Road Captain - Graham Woods 

Sadly Graham had a nasty road traffic 
accident and was unable to do his write 
up for the newsletter. The Chapter is 
delighted to learn he is on the mend 
and Dell has spoken to him recently and 
states he was in good spirits. Graham 
and Gina want to thank everyone who 
sent so many best wishes and 
particularly the flowers and card signed 
at May's club night.



Directors Bit
 

Hogsback News Spring/Summer 2017 !6

We are well and truly up and running with the 
ride season and what a great start. Already this 
year we have added to the rich heritage of 
Hogsback fun and frolics.

The opportunity for getting out there and putting 
some miles under your belt has never been 
better. Put away the polishing cloths and get 
riding!

Rides have been taking place from our huge 
programme and the feedback from Chapter 
members is much more than just positive, it's 
been extremely enthusiastic with members 
trying to book places for next year while still on 
this years event!

Whether it's a breakfast run, an away trip, or 
something in between (look out for some 
evening rides coming up) there is plenty of 
choice for all, new members or old (years in the 
Chapter that is!)

I'm usually pretty good at putting names to 
faces but judging by the number of new 
members joining us at the moment I may need 
to do some prep work! It goes to show that our 
message is getting out there and that more and 
more riders see that the Chapter has a lot to 
offer. We all love to be out riding our 
motorcycles, it's at the core of what we do. 
What is even better is to be out riding with like 
minded individuals who soon become much 
more than just companions, they become 
trusted and lifelong friends.

To anyone who has recently joined Hogsback 
Chapter I hope that you find us to be a most 
welcoming and open group of individuals. To the 

more established of us, keep spreading the 
word brothers and sisters.

There are big events coming up on the calendar 
with tickets still available. So don't stand back! 
You may not think it's for you. Believe me, it is! 
Come and say hello at Club night and get 
chatting. Ask questions, there's always plenty of 
souls to give you the answers.

See you on a ride. Shiny side up folks.

Paul Andrews

Assistant Director

Paul’s Bit
Paul

Assistant Director
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Next week will be Summer proper and at last 
the sun has started to shine. We’ve been 
really busy at the dealership. Lots of 
customers are collecting their new Harley’s 
for the riding season. Finally some new 
models that we have been waiting for have 
started to trickle in. The All New Road-King 
Special & the Street-Rod are now in the 
dealership. Well worth a visit to check them 
out.

I really enjoyed the Isle of Wight ride. 
Fantastic weekend with fantastic company. 
Good to spend some social time with the 
Chapter. Thanks to Andy & Carrol England for 
organising such and amazing weekend and to 
all the Road Crew who kept us safe 
throughout.

Some Parish News. My role with the LIND 
Group has slightly changed. I now have two 
more dealerships to look after. I will still be at 
Guildford 3 days a week. Mike Noble has 
been promoted to Sales Manager and is 
working very closely with Aaron Presley our 
very capable Aftersales 
Manager. I am still very much 
at the helm and will always be 
contactable should any 
HOGSBACK member need 
my assistance.

Katie Francis is taking on a 
new role as Dealership Rep 
for the HOGSBACK Chapter. 
You all know Katie but just in 

case any of you haven’t met her (I’d be 
amazed) here’s Katie with a few words.

See you all very soon.

Toby

Dealer Principal

What an exciting time of year to take on this 
role. It’s great to see so many Chapter 
members coming to the dealership, meeting 
for rides, having a shopping trip or just a 
coffee.

I hope to be a useful point of contact for you 
all, possibly even a font of some knowledge!

Looking forward to seeing you at the 
Dealership or out and about.

Katie

Dealer Rep

Toby’s Bit
Toby

Dealer Principal
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Following your fantastic fund raising efforts last 
year of £3700 we issued 3 very big cheques to 
Surrey air Ambulance, Prostrate Cancer & 
Marie Curie at the March club night at GH-D.

For 2017 members nominated a number of 
charities and the lucky chosen ones are: Surrey 
Air Ambulance, Cancer Research & 
Encephalitis. 

Thank you everyone who submitted a 
nomination, it's a shame we can’t do them all 
but the committee did donate £100 to each of 
the following suggestions: Woking Sam Beare 
Hospice, Royal Surry St Luke’s, Guildford 
Challengers & Motor Neuron Disease.

We are well on the way to beating last year’s 
total with the efforts of so many of you, doing 

Beaky’s boot sale, the LOH hard at it baking 
and Carl generously donating the biggest bottle 
of whiskey ever for a raffle to name but a few. 

Wendy 

Charity Officer

Wendy’s Charity Bit
Wendy

Charity Officer

Nearly Halfway through the year already! We 
have had the Ladies Spring Lunch and the 
Charity Event at GH-D - didn’t the ladies do well 
(See Articles). Many of you have been out and 
about. There has been no stopping our new 
Lady Marshall Liz seen backing varied rides and 
leading some too - well done!!! 

Many of you went out on your bikes on May 6th 
Female Ride Day, so if you have any stories let 
us know.

If any of you lady riders wish to do the Skill For 
Life course run by the IAM, as a HOG Member 
you can get a 10% discount.

Hopefully see you on the rides when my hip 
gets better.

Ruth

LOH Officer

Ruth’s LOH Bit
Ruth

LOH Officer
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Summer is here and the Chapter ride 
programme is in full swing. With all our new or 
well-polished existing machinery hitting the 
road, most of us will have had our beauties 
serviced or checked over for their operational 
safety ready for the new season by now. I 
wonder how many hours we spend in one year 
cleaning our pride and joy? Let’s say 20 hours! 
Did you know you could complete an advanced 
motorcycle course in less time? Check out the 
Chapter website for links for approved 
organisations. A full course or just a brush up 
and bad habit correction could be time well 
spent. 

Whilst we are not here to teach you how to ride 
your motorcycle or dress, when participating in 
Chapter events, we do offer advice based on 
many years of experience. Both the personal 
experiences of Chapter members and incidents 
in the media — not fake news! — means we are 
able to pass on best practice information for 
group riding.

After another recent incident and observations 
whilst on a couple of rides, the issue of footwear 
(whilst riding a motorcycle) has come to the 
surface again! Wearing suitable footwear makes 
a very positive contribution to safety when 
riding. Soft trainers or shoes does not give 
protection or support to your ankle. Lack of 
rigidity for the whole foot/ankle area creates a 
weak link in your riding, mainly in low speed 
manoeuvring. Being able to ‘plant’ your foot 
down and create a firm solid connection with the 
ground gives you a much greater chance of 
holding the bike upright should it start to topple. 
It also reduces the chance of your ankle turning 
out and damaging ligaments! We all know how 

much that can hurt and how long it can take to 
recover. Ever had your foot trapped under the 
foot plate or peg when moving off? Many of us 
will have done and it is in those moments that 
good footwear comes into its own!   

The second main reason I would like to highlight 
the importance of wearing good footwear is this. 
Should the unthinkable happen, and you have 
an ‘off’, having better footwear will offer much 
greater protection. I have spoken to 
several bikers over the years who know from 
personal experience that appropriate footwear 
prevented a minor mishap from becoming a 
major problem. I have also spoken to a few 
who paid the price in injuries which could have 
been far less serious had they been wearing 
better attire. It is of course for every rider to 
make their own risk assessment. My job is 
simply to offer advice based on the collected 
experience of others.

Enjoy your riding and remember: Take 
opportunities, not chances!

Carl Christensen

Safety Officer

Road Captain

ROSPA 
advanced 
motorcycle 
instructor and 
trainer 
(Diploma)  

Carl’s Safety Bit
Carl

Safety Officer
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Time flies by and I am preparing for my ride to 
the Magic Bike Rally in Ruedesheim.

But lets talk photography, the photography of 
our beautiful machines.

The 2017 competition has the title “My Harley- 
Davidson Posing in Front of a Landmark”, I am 
looking forward to your contributions, send them 
to images@hogsbackchapteruk.org.

2 years ago I wrote “A photo of a motorcycle is 
wider than it is high, a group of people standing 
together are wider than they are high, and the 
background to the left and right of a single 
person is often more interesting than the blue 
sky or grey tarmac above or below them. 

Except for the shoes of course”. Try and fill the 
frame of your picture with the subject. 

Also, despite all the promises in the adverts, a 
mobile phone does not have a real zoom, only a 
electronic “zoomy-thing" and all this does is 
crop an image reducing its resolutions and 
quality. Do not touch this electronic zoom. The 
best zoom on a mobile phone are your own 
feet. Move closer, move away, bend the knees 
or step on a stool, and try to fill your screen with 
only a little bit more than the essential. Don’t 
waste your precious megapixels.

Continued on next page… 

Axel’s Photography Bit
Axel

Head Photographer
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With the introduction of the new Samsung S8 
and the LG G6, phone screens are moving from 
the “HD” format of 16:9 to the 18:9 aspect ratio. 
This new wide landscape format will make using 
landscape vs portrait even more pronounced. 
See the effect on this Chapter photo below.

I am not recommending you to buy a Samsung 
S8 - maybe the iPhone 8 will also move the the 
18:9 format - but generally the wider a screen is 
the more pleasant the viewing experience. Just 
look at our cinemas where the aspect ration of 
cinemascope is 2.35:1 (21:9).

Portrait has its benefits, as the name says, in 
head to toe portraits with nothing more. But as 
soon as a motorcycle is involved, or a group of 
people, please turn you mobile phone sideways 
and fill your screen.

Over the next rides I am going to test 
the little camera thingy that Chapter 
Photographer Roger and Tracy 
Bonnici introduced during the latest 
IOW trike parade: the HTC RE 
Camera. The pictures it produced 
have very good sharpness for the 
size of this device, see the gallery 
“IOW - the Bonnici view” on the 
Chapter website

It cost me £45.95 on Amazon and it is 
charging on my desk right now, I will 
report in next newsletter

Axel Thill

Head Photographer



 

Hogsback News Spring/Summer 2017 !12

When you plan a ride you always hope you're 
not the "Fool in the Rain". On a dry day "In the 
evening" at the end of April I thought it could be 
good to arrange a ride to see one of the best 
tribute bands that perform the songs of arguably 
the most iconic Rock Band ever. So the meet 
was 6 for 6.30 at Newlands Corner "Over the 
Hills and Far Away" however seems there was 
some "communication breakdown" as 6.30 
came and went and I hadn't been "trampled 
underfoot". So making sure my road crew 
training was applied, I gave myself a thorough 
briefing on the route and set off. It's too 
dangerous to block the A25 at Newlands so I 
decided not to or it could have been "In my 
time of Dying" on a "Stairway to Heaven". 
The problems started when I got to the first drop 
off, I indicated where I'd like a rider to wait and 
no-one pulled over, guess that's "Nobody's 
fault but mine"? So I couldn't take the chance 
on the next one and dropped myself off. You are 
always instructed to wait until the back markers 

arrive but "ten years gone" and all I saw was a 
"Black Dog", ahh well, "Ramble on". By this 
time I'd realised "I'm gonna crawl" when I get 
to Dorking but give "no quarter" and I wanted 
to arrive "in the light". Being a bit peckish I 
thought I'll have a "Hot Dog" or a "Custard 
Pie" and may even see a few "Heartbreakers" 
or a "Black Country Woman" at the gig and 
say "Baby come on home" or give her "Whole 
Lotta Love". Luckily Mick Palmer was "Out on 
the tiles" and met me in the foyer. Thought we 
could "Boogie with Stu" but he hadn't shown 
up either. With such a big group of us it was 
difficult to get our two seats together but we 
managed it so "thank you" Letz Zep for some 
"Dancing Days","Rock and Roll", "Out of the 
Tiles".

2 hours of blistering Led Zeppelin music and 
then the "Night Flight" home not via 
"Kashmir"

Ahh well "The Song Remains the Same"

If your knowledge of Led 
Zeppelin’s music was 
lacking you’ve just been 
‘Zepped’ ! 

Crippo

Road Marshall & Activities 
Officer

Letz not Zep (or tea for one)
Crippo

Activities Officer
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Day 1 Friday 

Left from GH-D, nice ride to 
Thruxton race track where we 
stopped for a Coffee. There was 
a lunatic on the track that 
almost wiped himself out a 
couple of times in front of us, 
apparently practicing drifting 
through corners, rightly or 
wrongly very amusing! 

Next stop Cheddar Gorge, 
absolutely stunning ride that 
was really enjoyed by all 
especially those that had never 
been there before. We stopped for a lunch there 
before heading to the rally. 

Arrived at the Rally where everyone and the 
bikes were security banded, picked up our rally 
packs and then went straight to the bar. Nothing 
unusual there then! Stayed there and enjoyed 
an evening of drink, great company and live 
music followed by Rob the DJ. The two bands 
that played where absolutely brilliant and had 
everyone up dancing (with some very dodgy 
moves going on). But that was just a glimpse of 
what was to come on Saturday!  

Day 2 Saturday 

Some of the Chapter went on the ride out to 
Wales, a one hundred mile round trip, and the 
overall impression was that it was a really 
enjoyable ride. 

Others rode to the beach town of Burnham on 
Sea where they dutifully bought pay and display 
tickets and stuck them to the bikes after being 
warned that they liked to give parking tickets 
there. Then we went off to find a coffee shop 
where we sat outside at the back and had 
coffee. Finally it was off to Weston Super Mare 
for the obligatory trip to the pier followed by 
chips, a very nice day out. 

Continued on next page…

Cider Rally Eileen
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The Bridgewater Ladies of Harley invited all the 
Ladies of Harley to a soiree which included 
some more alcohol that was poured freely. We 
tried to say no but somehow managed to keep 
having our glasses refilled. Then some cakes, 
group photos and a raffle in which I won two 
bottles of wine!! More alcohol!! 

There were also some really great fun chapter 
challenges, archery and axe throwing, a bit of 
jousting and some other games using balloons 
and no hands!! There was also a Medieval 
Village with some demonstrations and a bike 
competition. Dinner and then off to the bar for 
evening entertainments again.  

Such a great night, all of the Bridgewater 
Chapter had dressed up in the medieval theme 
and looked great. The second band came on 
and had the whole place up for the rest of the 
night. They got everyone with anything that 
could be perceived as a guitar, including 
swords, axes etc., up on stage with them where 
they then played air guitars. A lot of drink, some 
more very dodgy dancing (especially from our 
Chapter), I vaguely remember a balloon dance 
but that might just have been me!! A bit of 
stripping (that wasn’t me, the name Steve Routh 
springs to mind) and I think a raucous night 
would describe it.  

At about 1.30am some of the group went off to 
bed while others decided to become members 
of DJ Rob Patson’s 3am club, which includes 
DJ Rob Patson taking a group picture at 3.00am 

of everyone that made it. There was some lying 
on the floor listening to music and I think a few 
people fell asleep. Finally at 3.30am the rest of 
us went to bed. 

Day 3 Sunday 

Parade Day. There had been a lot of adverse 
weather warnings so some of the group decided 
not to take the chance of a rainy parade whilst 
others went regardless. There was a great turn 
out of a couple of hundred bikes (a rough 
guess) and luckily it didn’t rain. 

Some of the group took advantage of a bit of a 
rest while others took a bus ride to Weston 
Super Mare for a trip on the pier for tea 
and scones in the beautiful restaurant at 
the end of it. 

In comparison to the nights before I think 
we were all feeling a little jaded to say the 
least, so not quite such a raucous lively 
night, but a lovely night with friends 
listening to the last band of the weekend. 
A lovely end to a brilliant weekend. 

Continued on next page…
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Day 4 Monday 

Time to go home led by Steve Routh and Chris 
Doody. Well I don’t know a lot about trikes but I 
do know that Mr Whippy is amazing, filtering 
along the A303 at Stonehenge as if it was on 
two wheels. Apparently Chris Pollard’s theme 
tune sung by the lovely Irene Pollard is now 
“don’t stop me know” and trust me there was no 
stopping him! After a stop at Popham Diner it 
was time to say our goodbyes, always the sad 
part. 

Once again Bridgewater Chapter welcomed us 
to their rally, put on a brilliant weekend and I am 
sure that everyone that came would highly 
recommend it. 

Eileen

Cirencester Rally Top Bands Camping and Barbecue included Itinerary 
Friday: A convergence ride to Cirencester led by Hogsback Road Crew assisted by Thames Valley. Live music in the clubhouse and food will be available.Saturday: A reasonable start then a ride into the Cotswolds and possibly Gloucestershire led by Thames Valley Road Crew with Hogsback assisting. Return to clubhouse for an evening of Live music and a Barbecue. Licence till 01:00

Sunday: Return to each dealerships led by each Chapters Road Crew.



 

Hogsback News Spring/Summer 2017 !16

Outside it was damp and dismal, but inside at 
the Ladies of Harley Spring Lunch at The Parrot 
Inn it was quite the reverse. It was bright and 
cheerful as all the ladies were getting in the 
mood for the new riding season ahead.

Once we were supplied with drinks (some 
alcohol free unfortunately!) the fun began; 
catch-ups, photos and much laughter — 
probably entertained the rest of the public 
house! Drinks were soon followed by the main 
course and a very brief quieter session! We 
then shifted seats and Ruth distributed the 
Easter Bunny gifts. Needless to say there was 
raucous laughter as we opened our pressies. 
Some were sensible chocolate egg treats, some 
were “fun” and some were hilarious! There was 
a fantastic pair of sunglasses with an attached 
moustache, jumping discs which were being 
directed up and over the table ending up in 
another part of the pub, and many more fun 
items besides. Amidst all the laughter we 
managed to consume puddings – lemon 
meringue pie being the most popular!

All in all a fun filled afternoon had by all, many 
thanks to Ruth for organising it. Looking forward 

to the year ahead and to the next Ladies of 
Harley lunch – more fun to come…

Ruth Palmer

LOH Lunch Ruth
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Having only previously experienced SofER in 
2016 the hogsback weekends away are still 
very new to me, that said I felt right at home and 
was welcomed with open arms by everyone. 

As a typical Brit, the first thing I did was look at 
the weather during the week and think eeek this 
may be a cold and wet adventure. I was 
however assured that the weather king and 
Carol had worked their magic and the weekend 
would be dry and sunny — how does he do 
that?!.

The meet was set for 0800 at GH-D who very 
kindly opened early for us, I arrived on the nose 
at 0800 to lovely sight of 50 bikes and (I think) 3 
trikes.

We set of at 0830 sharp for a short ride down to 
Portsmouth to catch the ferry. After hitting the 
A3, it was plain sailing (or riding) all the way into 
Portsmouth. We seemed to be on and off the 
ferry within a flash (this might have had 

something to do with the non stop talking since 
getting off the bike) and we began the ride to 
the accommodation.

Only one word can be used to explain the 
military road...WOW... what a great road to ride 

on, especially with the 
good weather we had, 
you could see out for 
miles. That, coupled 
with the sight of 50 + 
bikes all winding round 
the road in convoy, I 
couldn't have asked for 
a better way to spend 
my day!

Continued on next 
page…

Isle of Wight Hannah
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We arrived at the White Mouse Inn and all the 
people that had been on the previous IOW 
trips leapt from their bikes straight to the bar. I 
thought blimey, they must be thirsty; but then 
it dawned on me that they were getting to the 
front of what was a very large queue for food! 
That said the service was brilliant and the food 
was amazing, I had the steak pie, never have 
I had a pie so full of fresh meat! 

Next stop Ventnor for ice cream. From what I 
had heard, the year before the cafe had ran 
out of Mr Whippy; well this year they did not 
have any at all! How rude, did they not know we 
were coming?! They did have a number of other 
ice cream variants so I still managed to get a 
promised ice cream cone!

We got to faulty towers hotel in Sandown, bags 
were dumped very quickly and the majority of 
us ran back outside to enjoy the sun. We 
gossiped up until just before dinner time, a 
quick shower and change was in need swiftly 
followed by the hotel team providing us with a 
perfectly sized three course meal. The hotel 
staff were brilliant and bent over backwards to 
accommodate the rowdy 70 odd crowd! 

After a quick speech from the weather god and 
a thank you from us to Andy and Carol for 
organising such a great trip, we headed off to 
the dance floor where the band (from last year) 
began to play some 'bangers'. Sheila again 
stole the show with her dancing, this time with 
Cliff! Dave couldn't help but live up to last year 
and provide us with his 'star jump' dance 
moves. Elvis, aka Chris P, serenaded us with a 
song and his partner in crime for the weekend 
(Flash) read out some light hearted poems, 
which finished the evening on a high. The night 
for me and for many ended at midnight when 
the band finished and I retired to bed.

Continued on next page…
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Having to leave early I missed the Sunday 
antics but I hear that it was on par with the 
Saturday with a great scenic ride back to the 
ferry.

Looking forward to the next trip, Robin I hope 
you're ready for me on the alps tour!

Hannah

Hogsback cruise to the I O W
we go for a chill and not to fight.

We meet at GH-D zero eight thirty
hope it’s dry, don't want the bikes getting dirty.

Andy briefs the riders and crew
of where we are going, and what to do.

Portsmouth our next stop to board the ferry
time for a quick coffee ’n cake with a cherry

Before to long it’s time to disembark
riding on the island missing the pot holes what 
a lark.

We get to the White Mouse Inn ready for lunch
take over the car park, what a great looking 
bunch.

After we have had our fill 
we ride to Ventnor without a spill.

We sit in the sunshine eating ice creams 
looking at the public admiring our machines.

Sadly it’s time to leave the seafront and make 
our way to the Hotel TITANIC
Chris has booked a double bed, that's when I 
began to panic!!!

It turns out this place of residence 
was most accommodating and the staff quite 
pleasant.

Drinking, dancing, singing, till the hour was 
late
then it was off to bed for me and my mate!

Only to be woken early hours of the morning 
to the sounds of all that snarling and snorting.

Our room trashed, in a bit of a state
it’s that bloody kangaroo it must of escaped!!

After breakfast, time to assemble 
Hang overs abound what do we resemble ?

Time for a quick photo of us altogether 
so this years players will be immortalised 
forever.

Ride back to the boat for our homeward 
journey
thank the lord it’s about to sail, we got here 
early.

Finally we say our goodbyes, while afloat
to all our pals, if a little choked.

Thanks to Andy, Carroll and all the crew 
you can count me in for next years do. 

A BIG BIG thank you to all of you
who made this years IOW special through n 
through.

Gordon Allen (Flash)



 

Hogsback News Spring/Summer 2017 !20

Ladies Charity Event at the GH-D Opening Day 
Birthday 18th March 2017 

Wow what an event. The Ladies raised £760 for 
the Hogsback Charities (Air Ambulance,Cancer 
Research and Encephalitis) when they sold 
refreshments and cake during Guildford Harley 
Davidson Dealership”s Open Day on Saturday 
the 18th March. 
Toby Sleeman the Dealer Principal provided the 
liquid refreshments and the ladies and some 
guys made the lovely cakes, buns and sausage 
rolls.

The team of ladies organised by Ruth Palmer 
LOH Officer were busy all day, the place was 
buzzing thanks to good weather and music with 
riders continuously arriving. 

There was also a raffle for a Flagon of Whisky 
donated by Carl Christensen, Hogsback’s 
Safety Officer, which made £440, so the grand 
total on the day was £1200. 

The winning ticket drawn by Toby (as it was his 
birthday) was won by a guy who had just bought 
a bike - so he had a lucky day!!! 

Ruth Palmer

GH-D Birthday Party Ruth



Getting Your Leg Over Something Different
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We all get used to what we have and 
are comfortable in the way we relate, 
knowing the way things react (most of 
the time!) and are generally resistant 
to change. It was therefore an 
interesting challenge to take on 
something new at the European HQ 
of Harley Davidson in Oxford last 
month.

Hogsback Chapter were invited to 
send a couple of riders to Oxford to 
try out the all new Street Rod and 
Catherine and I decided to take up 
the challenge. Now we have both 
owned and ridden a range of bikes in the past 

(BSAs, Triumphs, AJSs, Yamahas, Hondas) 
before moving on to Harley-Davidsons 20 years 
ago. All of these bike had different 
characteristics, performances and riding 
positions; from clip-ons and rear-sets in the 60’s 
to mid control pegs and trail bars in the 70’s 
before settling for the laid back forward controls 
and comfortable handlebars of our present 
bikes. We were looking forward to seeing how 
the Street Rod would compare.

Continued on next page…

Getting Your Leg Over 
Something Different

Steve

Catherine
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Arriving at Oxford we were introduced to the 
new bike and treated to a technical presentation 
on the concept, design and performance of the 
new engine, frame, forks… which are all major 
developments from the original Street model 
introduced a couple of years ago. I will not 
attempt to go through the detail (you can read 
all about that in the Harley promotional stuff in 
the dealer websites and media reviews) but I 
was surprised to learn it kicks out more 
horsepower than a Sportster and is a lighter 
bike. I was suddenly keen to give it a go!

Obviously the bike feels smaller and lighter than 
our present Dyna/Softails and more responsive 
with a tighter rake on the forks – not a bad thing 
manoeuvring in traffic! I have an issue with 
getting my legs bent sufficiently for mid control 
pegs to be comfortable (a factor of old age and 
past knee ligament injuries) so I managed to put 
the back brake on every time I went to put my 
feet on the pegs — but this would not apply to 
everyone! Other than that the riding position, 

from the waist up was fine and we set off on a 
35 mile test ride through Oxford, down to 
Wallingford and back to the H-D HQ.

Continued on next page… 
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Although the engine is a water 
cooled 750cc there was certainly 
enough power to keep up with the 
big boys; enough power to 
provide a satisfying turn of 
acceleration when the throttle was 
wound up. The brakes also 
worked well (with twin discs in the 
front and ABS) although they 
were not slammed on to their limit 
on the test ride! There is a huge 
market in UK for bikes in the 
650cc – 900cc “naked” style and 
Harley are targeting this market 
with a bike costing less than 
£7,000. There is likely to be a whole new group 
of riders being introduced to the Harley lifestyle!

The bikes look good. I went for the blacked out 
“charcoal denim” (obviously) and Catherine 
went for the “olive gold”; both good looking 
bikes (with matching riders) and we are looking 

forward to seeing the photos in the next HOG 
magazine!

Steve and Catherine Cork

Photos by Simon Finlay 
Photography



 

Extra Bits

St Tropez Trip

We stayed at the Alfresco site in a lovely mobile home which worked out at £398.00 for 7 days 
hire, divided by 6 off us. It was a busy time, lots to do and see. This site is so clean especially the 
showers & toilets and the girls from Alfresco are brilliant.

There were 1000’s of bikes, the music was great, the traders village good and beach well worth a 
visit. If you haven’t done this rally before you should.

We decided to fly down and hire a car, Dell, Wendy, Pete, Eileen, Chris and Kim. We also cooked 
instead of eating out as food was a bit pricey. Plus the bars are dear, super markets work out 
cheaper so we took our own drinks into the 
Rally.

The Rally was great, we met lots of people 
from other chapters that we new. Walking to 
Port-Grimaud and getting the ferry over to St 
Tropez takes about half hour.

The ride out was great, there were so many 
bikes and some people dressed up. 

Wendy Evans

Breakfast Run

The brilliant sunshine encouraged 23 bikes to make an early morning start from 
Ryka’s at Box Hill. Five new members received the usual warm Hogsback welcome 
and joined us for their first ride, a progressive route enjoying the light early morning 
traffic on a loop of the Sussex lanes. The route included fabulous views over West 

Sussex from the top of Bury Hill on 
the route out, arriving at Goodwood 
for a full English in brilliant 
sunshine while sitting on the 
terrace of the old control tower 
café.  

After a relaxing breakfast we made 
a return route via some of the 
bikers favourite twisty lanes 
towards Petworth, Billingshurst and 
finishing back at Dorking. 

Woody
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Roger's Rumble to Duxford IWM

The sun was shining on the twelve lucky members that met at Cobham services for the early 
departure to Duxford Imperial War Museum led by “Red Leader” Roger. Take off went smoothly 
with the first sixty miles of black top bathed in sunshine; then a short, sharp, light shower cooled 
the air enough to demand hot coffee and pastry on arrival at the Imperial War Museum!

With eight exhibition halls and continual flights throughout the day the mile long Duxford has so 
much to offer the visitor that five and a half hours was still not enough to see everything on 

display.

Looks like another visit will have to be 
scheduled...

Many thanks to Road Crew - Simon, Robin, 
and Gary – for supporting the ride so diligently 
and safely.

Roger

Intro to Advanced Motorcycling

A class of 24 participants from Hogsback Chapter were given a taste of what to expect when you 
go on an Advanced Motorcycle course. The Chapter encourages its members to consider taking 
up the challenge to further advanced training, whether a full-on course or just a brush up to weed 
out those bad habits! It costs very little but could make a BIG difference!

New members ride.

This was the perfect day for new Chapter 
members to meet not only our well-trained 
Road Crew but also many seasoned 
members of the Chapter, in total there were 
over 35 bikes. The ride has become a social 
event with a 45 min Safety Briefing followed 
by a respectfully paced ride to hunt down the 
best bacon butty somewhere in Sussex. All 
are welcome including Harley Trikes!

Carl
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What great adventures lay ahead, it’s the start 
of the season get the Harley out of its shed.

The bike serviced and ready to go, must still 
check the tyres thoroughly though.

All the planing has finally been set, when the 
captains and road crew last met.

Now the ride outs are underway, just need them 
to be on that sunny day!

We meet at the rally point nice-n-early, so as not 
to be left at the start of our journey.

Considered an eclectic bunch, as we continue 
our next stop LUNCH !

Dentists, Teachers, Plumbers and Bakers even 
ones an Undertaker.

The captains and road crew do drop offs en-
route, so all can follow even the newest recruit.

When we finally we reach our destination, a 
castle, a cafe, or maybe a railway station.  
 
After we have stopped a while, now refreshed 
our friends with a smile.

Time to return home from the place we viewed, 
in great company and great mood.

Captains lead in grand procession, through 
towns and villages we hope no 
congestion.

Road crew at the back on duty, keeping us safe 
from all the looney’s.

Once again safe back from our trip, back to the 
rally point now home for a kip.

Say goodbye to new  friends and old, wait for 
the next ride out story to unfold.

Gordon Allen (Flash)

Poetry Corner Gordon
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This event seems to have slipped by unnoticed by a great deal of the membership.
Last year the Lincolnshire Chapter made the trek south to attend our 25th Anniversary birthday 
bash on the farm.
This year they have invited us to their Yellow Belly Melee at Arties Mill just outside Brigg in North 
Lincolnshire.
There will be live bands on both the Friday and Saturday with a buffet on the Friday and Hog Roast 
on the Saturday.
There is a ride out on the Saturday that will visit Goathland (the series Heartbeat was filmed here) 
and for those wanting a shorter ride a tour of the Wolds.
I still have rooms available at the moment, it would be nice to fill them before I have to give them 
back. If you would like to camp it is free.

Lindum Colonia UK Chapter 
Presents 

23rd—25th June 2017 
Arties Mill, Brigg 

DN20 9LF 



Hogsback News Spring/Summer 2016 !28

www.HelpYourClub.co.uk

Financial products include
Mortgages | Life Insurance | Critical Illness | Income Protection

Help give back to your sports or social club 
with everyday financial products.

At no cost to you...

01420 470240
info@helpyourclub.co.uk

UP TO 25% OF OUR FEE
BACK INTO YOUR CLUB


