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Firstly, apologies for the late
publication of this edition which
had been scheduled for a
pre-christmas release! This was
initially delayed by late receipt of
submissions and then a PC that
got infected by those irritating
little ‘Gremlins’ that always come
around at the worst possible time. One new (well
two actually) PC later and here we are in mid-February with the new season already underway.

As ever the road crew and officers have put together
a fantastic ride / events program to mark this significant milestone. I certainly hope to be able to attend
more than the one ride I managed last year.

Paul

Silver Surfin’

I

f your experience of 2015 is anything like mine,
we all had an amazing time on a host of rides of
every description. From the chilly winter breakfasts, through the more adventurous full day rides,
extended summer weekenders and the awesome
SofER ride-out, to the sobering RTTW and
Remembrance rides. Plus the parties, the Club
Nights with the Golden Key excitement, the charity
support and all the smiles and laughter.
Just amazing.
As I write this, many of us are just coming down
from Crippo’s fabulous EoSP, And as I said at the
party, the whole Chapter experience is all due to
the thirty or so Officers and Road Crew who commit
countless hours and huge energies to making
Hogsback Chapter work. Behind them of course
is the vast support of GH-D, without whose sponsorship we would not exist. Long may the mutual
respect between the Chapter and Toby and the
team continue. And behind them is H.O.G. – the
world’s most successful loyalty programme, and the
envy of all other global brands in any category. All
of us are committed to continue to uphold Hogsback

Chapter UK as a shining, undiluted example of our
Charter.
I was pleased to pick out some Hogsback Officers
at the party who went the extra mile in 2015 to make
quite outstanding contributions.
These included: Dell Evans for managing the complicated logistics of our extensive ride programme;
Robin Seymour for managing the equally challenging logistics of the Chapter Mileage Challenge; Axel
Thill for looking after the vast and ever-increasing
photo history of the Chapter; Ruth Palmer for organising and leading the LOH ride-out at SofER; Wendy
Evans for running the crucial SofER Registration
process; Steve Routh and Des Grundy for being our
own very well received Hairy Biker BBQ chefs; Czes
Wicherek and Paul Treacher for handling the mission-critical job Chapter communications superbly
well; Cliff Michie for always being ready to step up to
the road crewing plate; and Graham Woods for his
highly effective graphic design support to Chapter
events.
Graham and I were also delighted to patch
Charlie Gordon as our newest Road Captain.
Congratulations, Charlie!

editor@hogsbackchapteruk.org

Watercress Ride
26th September Linda & Andy

Dik Gregory

Have a great 2016.

Rumble in the Mumbles
11th to 13th September. Colin Bresman

Paul Treacher

It is of course a very special season, being the
Chapter’s 25th year and Dik’s final year as Director.

Charity Officer
Roger Bonnici

Director’s Cut

Welcome to the Winter 2015
edition of Hogsback News.

Director’s Cut
Dik Gregory

Editor
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Deadline for The Spring issue is
Friday 4h March.
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DP1 acknowledges that the Director is best
elected from the membership. Dik Gregory is
elected Chapter Director #7, conﬁrming him in
the role he has been performing since 2005

Owner Russ Dacre
of Lind appoints
himself DP2

2010

Chapter
celebrates the
20th anniversary
of its Charter

H.O.G. UK presents
cer<ﬁcate acknowledging
the Chapter’s history and
conﬁrms Hogsback is to
con<nue the original
1991 Surrey Charter

2012
Toby Sleeman
appointed
DP3 by Lind

into its 25th year”

“Proud to carry the 1991 Charter

Further Glory

2016

the ride so far

Hogsback Chapter UK

2013
The Chapter con<nues to develop via a large and
representa<ve management group of Oﬃcers, a
high quality rela<onship with the sponsoring dealer,
and a full and varied ride & event programme

2015

2014
Closedown supervised by DP10 John
Hunt (4 days) & DP11 John Travail

Hogsback Chapter proudly
carries the 1991 Surrey
Charter into its 25th year
with 345 full members

Dik Gregory & Keith Dorling work
with Marjorie Rae of H.O.G. UK to
ensure con<nua<on of Surrey
Charter through next 3 years
without a dealership, un<l Mar 2009
Surrey H-D closes
aXer Pendragon
franchise ends

2005

2006
Dave Deverell
appointed DP9
by Pendragon

Dik Gregory conﬁrms that
aXer 12 years in the hot
seat, the 25th anniversary of
the Surrey Charter will be
his ﬁnal year as Director

2004

2011

GH-D formally opens in Mar 2009 and
adopts the orphan Surrey Chapter UK,
re-naming it Hogsback Chapter UK

2007

2008
Around half the Chapter break away with Jeﬀ
Fallon. Although now unrecognised by H.O.G, they
con<nue riding with Surrey Chapter UK patches
Chapter celebrates its
15th anniversary

DP9 appoints himself nominal
Chapter Director #5 (1 year)
Chapter splits in Mar 2005 aXer
communica<on breakdown between
Jeﬀ Fallon and the dealership

(DP5 Paul
Stephenson leX for
Thames Valley H-D)

Simon Woods appointed DP7
by Pendragon aXer the shortlived DP6 Mark Reading

Ian Foster-Poole
appointed DP8
by Pendragon
when DP7 leaves
aXer 6 months

2001
2003

2002

Lind opens
Guildford H-D
in Sep 2008

1997
(DP3 Bob Ellis only
served 3 months and DP4
Tony Hann even less)

Neil Hart appointed
Chapter Director #3
(2 years)

2000

Dik Gregory & Keith Dorling appointed
Assistant Directors by DP9 & Oﬃcer vote. With
H.O.G. support, Dik runs the Chapter as the
eﬀec<ve Director for the next 12 years

Paul Stephenson
appointed DP5 by
Pendragon

1999
1992
Jeﬀ Fallon
appointed Chapter
Director #4 (3 years)

2009

1996
Pendragon moves
Surrey H-D to
Dorking High Street

1998

Simon Fenning sells
Surrey H-D to Pendragon

Simon Danckwerts
appointed DP2 by
Pendragon

1995
1994
1993

1988
4

Lind appoints John
Tenner DP1, who
appoints himself
nominal Chapter
Director #6 (1 year)

Jan 16
Albert Rapacioli
appointed Chapter
Director #2 (7 years)
Motovecchia Italian
Classics becomes
Surrey H-D, selling
Harleys & Duca<s

1991

Dik Gregory
Director and Road Captain

1990

But before then, we all have a lot more riding to do.
Can’t wait to spend the whole of the next year Silver
Surfin’!

Owner/DP1 Simon Fenning
con<nues to operate from
Havenbury Estate in Dorking

Newer members may not know, but when we were
adopted by GH-D in 2008, we changed our name to
Hogsback Chapter UK from Surrey Chapter UK. The
Surrey Chapter was first chartered in 1991 through
being sponsored by Surrey Harley-Davidson (formerly Motovecchia Italian Classics) in Dorking. The
Pendragon-owned dealership finally closed its doors
in 2006 after the franchise came to an end. For
three years we were an orphan Chapter but were
able to maintain our chartered status throughout that
time via direct support from H.O.G. Hogsback is now

As many of you know, our 25th year will also be my
last as Director. I will be stepping down after being
in the hot seat for nearly half the Chapter’s life to
date. It’s been a fantastic experience to support
the Chapter through challenging phases of re-birth
in 2005, orphanage, adoption and re-growth. I am
not leaving the Chapter - or indeed the Road Crew
- but the time is approaching to pass the torch to
someone new to move everything into its second
quarter century. I wonder who it will be? A question for next Autumn! I’m sure we will know at my
Farewell Ride on 1 Oct - on which I hope as many
as possible of the Chapter will be able to join me for
a spin through the Surrey Hills followed by something special.

1989

“According to our records, 2016 is the 25th anniversary year of the official H.O.G. Chapter in Surrey,
now known as Hogsback Chapter UK, sponsored
by Guildford Harley-Davidson. H.O.G. has been
delighted to license, support and work with the
Chapter throughout a quarter of a century! Please
convey our congratulations and thanks to everyone
in the Hogsback Officer team for their continued
passion and efforts in supporting what H.O.G. is
all about - riding and having fun. Have a truly great
25th year. We look forward, with you, to the next
quarter century! “

We aim to make it a special one! We already have
70 opportunities in the diary to get on your bike and
enjoy the Chapter in 2016 - including around 20
weekend or multi-day rides. And in Summer there
will be a special 25th BBQ weekend with band, bar,
games and fireworks. To kick things off, we have
created exclusive 25th Anniversary pins, patches
and T-shirt designs. These will be available at
membership renewal time in March. Every Chapter
member renewing or joining in 2016 will receive a
free 25th pin and patch and an option to buy a shirt
at a preferential rate.

Chapter splits following alterca<on in a
car park. John Wilson leaves to form
AMOC. Others leave to form the shortlived North Downs Harley Owners Club

H.O.G. Message to Hogsback Chapter

proud to carry the 1991 charter into the Chapter’s
25th Silver Anniversary Year.

31 Oct 1991 H.O.G.® charters Surrey
Chapter UK. John Wilson appointed
Chapter Director #1 (2 years)

Recipient of the £200 voucher this year was Clive
Everett for his astonishing work behind the scenes
in support of SofER’s new look and feel, as well
as some of our Chapter ride pins. Clive has also
been closely involved with some of the preparations for 2016 - a big year for the Chapter. In fact,
as we coast towards the end of 2015, we have just
received these words from Marjorie Rae, H.O.G.
Consumer Experience Manager for the UK &
Ireland:

Hogsback News Spring 2015
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Assistant Director

Head Photographer

Robin Seymour

Axel Thill

J

ust writing this before the end of the mileage
challenge, the EoSP, the announcement of the
2016 weekend rides and the closure of this year’s
ABC challenge.
The ride season may have finished but I don’t seem
to have stopped and can see no signs of it stopping
soon either.
I think this is a period of reflection on the year’s
events, to look at the highs and lows of the season
and of course to look forward to next year.
Some of the highs for me: Axels Rudesheim - what
a great weekend of Jack Daniels and old people’s
music; Graham’s Honfleur weekend - again great
weather (mostly) a a superb trip; Malcolm’s Crofton
ride - the first on my breakout; the Eagles Nest ride
- great people, great weather and superb scenery
with a tinge of sadness on the visit to Dachau;
Reading’s opening bash; 200th anniversary of
Waterloo - the re-enactment.
Who could leave SofER out of this year’s highs? I do
love the marshalled ride and the music was good as
well.
One of my star bits was Pudsey’s Ironhog ride for
Children in Need - the look on people’s faces was
epic.
But there were sad bits as well: Mick Smith passed
away and the Chapter gave him a good send-off;
some members had tumbles and were in plaster for
a while.

But even after all these events, the highs and lows, I
can still manage to look back and smile at so many
moments, whether they be short conversations,
enjoying someone else’s ride, having a quiet beer at
the end of a day’s ride or just going to the dealership
for a coffee and a mooch - and who could forget the
doughnuts!
Of course this gets me to thinking about the next
year and the plans that have and still are being
made for your benefit and which you will hear about
shortly.
I can only smile when I do, as I know you will see
something for everyone in the programme and you
will then be as proud as I am of the Road Crew and
the effort they put into arranging rides for you to
support.
The mileage challenge for 2016 runs from the 30th
November 2015 so all winter mileage counts as well
for the first time, if you haven’t registered, get a form
and register, or just email me and I will help you.
Thanks to all who have supported our efforts in 2015
and the best of the Season’s Greetings to you and
yours.
I look forward to riding with you in 2016.
Robin Seymour
Assistant Director and Road Captain

T

he year 2015 is over, long live 2016. What a blast
it was, with more friends, more rides and more
memories.
I would not know where to start and finish with a
review of 2015, so many different memories and
events, and I feel lucky that everything is well documented in our photo galleries. And a video of 2015 is
in production as we speak. Check out the 4 videos
for the years 2011-2014, links can be found on the
website.
We recognised 2 additional Chapter Photographer
for the coming seasons, Lynn Bolsover and John
Flucker, I am looking forward to their contributions
and photographic coverage of Hogsback events.
It is exciting to see what 2016 is has in store for us,
the variety in day rides and weekend Rides has
never been bigger. And as it is impossible for everybody to join everything, the photo memories become
more and more important, to relive them or firmly
decide not to miss that special ride in 2017 or later.
The weekend rides have been announced early, in
detail during December Club Night, and many rides
are already fully booked within days with record
numbers of participants. This is a sign of a healthy
Chapter, my compliments go to the Road Crew
organising this variety. You can find teasers for all
weekend rides next to the coffee machine at the
dealership.

I have said it before, and say it again: I like photography, but I am not so keen on video. Photos are work,
for me a scenic ride yields about 300-500 pictures
per day, of which 20-25% are published. Selecting,
editing and publishing these takes about 2 hours,
a post ride occupation I really enjoy. But for a good
30sec video, the result of 30 min of GoPro footage,
the preparation and post-editing of the video take a
full day or more. Ask Roger, who did a great job on
the safety video of Hogsback Chapter.
I myself had again a go at a video for the New Year
greetings, a complete failure, as some people did
not get the message, not understanding in what
safe environment it was produced. Do you really
believe Tom Cruise is crazy enough to jump out of
an airplane?
No, photos are my thing, and I am looking forward
to publish amazing collections for 2016, with all the
help I can get from other Photographers, with or
without badge.
And if you have an interesting video to share, send
it in.
Happy New Year and always safe ride
Axel Thill
Head Photographer and Road Captain

Ladies of Harley
Ruth Palmer

I

cannot believe the end of 2015 is nigh as I write
this. It has been a great year, full of interesting
and fun rides and events and Ladies you have
been there riding and joining in with all the activities. Thank you for all your support, your ideas and
laughter at our Ladies Lunches. Keep them coming
for 2016!!
The Bring and Buy this year has raised over £117.00
for our Chapter Charities - so very good going.

6
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Hopefully we can continue this next year with your
support.
Hope to see more of you joining in with the Fashion
Show and the LOH Themed Ride at Sofer next year.
I am also looking forward to riding with more of you
next year especially as we have a few ladies who
are taking to riding their own Harleys !!
Ruth PalmerLOH Officer
Hogsback News Spring 2015
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Charity Officer

Haynes & Planes
17th - 19th July John Greenwood

Roger Bonnici

W

ell here we are nearing the end of the riding
season and we have certainly had some good
riding weather.
Not that much more to report since the last newsletter but we have had a few more monthly club
night raffles to bank, including outstanding sales
of some of our chapter 2014 calendars! Thanks to
members, Heather Reynolds and John Dixon for
making individual donations to the charities account
in November. Much appreciated.
Robin Seymour’s ‘PUDSEY’ bucket stationed at the
dealership collected £18.00 for our charities and our
Charities account balance to date stands at over
£2600.00!

With the End of Season Party Raffle still to happen
we should have a tidy sum to donate to our following
three charities; Surrey Air Ambulance, Challengers
disability and Mermaids early in the new year.
Thanks to everybody involved who gave in any way.
It’s been a great season for fundraising, which leads
me to Mr Pudsey himself, Robin Seymour’s final tally
for independently fundraising £1439.66 for Children
in Need, £1658.00 for Secret World animal rescue.
What a generous fellow he is. Thanks Robin.
Hope to see you all soon; if not at the End of
Season party then the December club night at the
dealership.
Roger Bonnici
Charities Officer & Road Captain

n Friday 17th July, seven Harleys left our dealership at Guildford for what turned out to be a
very pleasant run in lovely weather for Dorset.

O

After lunch in Lyme Regis it was time for the compulsory ice cream, which some of us ate whilst
strolling along the Cobb, which is an old stone pier
dating from the time of Edward 1. This was considered enough exercise, and it was time to head for
our hotel, The Shrubbery, in Ilminster, where a well
deserved rest awaited us.
Next day after a healthy full English breakfast we
headed off to the revamped Haynes Motor Museum,
which contains over 400 cars and motorcycles. This
is one of the finest motor museums in the country
with excellent layouts and facilities, and is well worth
a visit.
After drooling over some beautiful models, some
of which were cars and motorcycles we then
headed for nearby Montacute House, which is a
late Elizabethan mansion, where the TV series Wolf
Hall was filmed. I was told it was also compulsory
to have a cream tea there! After the cream tea and
back at the hotel where we had a very pleasant
dinner it was time for more exercise, so we strolled
into the village, which was strangely quite, perhaps

8
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they had heard we were in town! We then decided to
replenish our used energy back at the hotel bar.
Sunday morning and it was time to leave our hotel
and visit the Fleet Air Arm Museum on our way
home. This museum, situated in Yeovilton, is an
excellent aircraft museum, with exhibits such as
Concorde and the lower deck of an aircraft carrier.
Lots of buttons to push and handles to turn! Most of
us then made our own way home.
My sincere thanks to Ruth and Steve for organizing
such brilliant weekend, and to the rest of the gang
for making it such fun.
John Greenwood

Hogsback News Spring 2015

9

Rumble in the Mumbles
11th to 13th September. Colin Bresman

A

s the sun rose on a beautiful Friday morning in
September, thirty members were donning gear,
filling tanks, polishing chrome, checking sat-navs
and adjusting pre-loads. It was still early when
seventeen bikes pulled into GHD where talk of precipitation was banned and ‘wets’ left at the bottom of
paniers - the destination was Wales so rain seemed
most unlikely!
We were heading for the Mumbles on the Gower
Peninsular and our guides were Dik and Hillary. As
we left Guildford I was excited - this was my seventh
Hogsback weekend in 2015 and on each occasion I
have had a ‘blast’ in every sense.

end of the Gower. The Worm’s Head was on a cliff
with wonderful views of the Downs and the magnificent Rhossili Bay, its golden sand stretching as far
as the eye could see. We took over the hotel that
weekend and it proved to be an excellent base.
Saturday was a busy day. After breakfast we ignored
a ‘light shower’ and focused our attention on alcohol!
Not drinking of course - we visited the famous
Penderyn Whisky Distillery where we were treated
to an interesting tour and entertaining presentation.
It’s great to listen to someone who is knowledgeable
and passionate about their subject - and it’s great to
do something a bit different.

After lunch at a country pub we dropped in to see
our friends from the Black Mountains Chapter at
Swansea HD, re-charging ourselves with coffee and
Welsh cakes before rumbling to the Mumbles. The
Mumbles is a headland on the edge of Swansea
Bay and it marks the beginning of the wonderful
Gower Peninsular coastline. A lovely seaside area
and as the sun was shining ice creams were the
order of the day!
We made our way back to the hotel, weaving up and
down attractive country lanes, crossing fields and
arriving tired but full-filled at the Worms Head.
On Sunday we set off after breakfast making our
way over the suspension bridge and back into
England. Dik led a progressive ride home, punctuated by a very nice lunch in Marlborough - a vibrant

market town in the north east corner of Wiltshire.
It was great fun and a brilliant way to end the
weekend.
Reflecting on the Mumbles trip and in fact all of my
weekends away with the Chapter in 2015, there are
3 things I have observed:
1. Superb, professional organisation
2. Terrific support from the Road Crew
3. Wonderful riding & great company
If you have never been away with the Chapter for a
weekend, I urge you to give it a go. I did in 2015 and
I’m hoping for a repeat performance next year!
Colin Bresman

The traffic was kind as we weaved through country
lanes and glided down the old A4. We stopped near
Marlborough for our mid-morning snack - bacon
rolls and coffee; on Hogsback rides you can be
sure that you are never too far away from the next
‘watering hole’! Two further bikes joined in the fun
as we continued to thunder westwards, enjoying the
glorious late summer sunshine.
As we rumbled over the Severn Bridge the views
across the river were magnificent - a taste of what
we were to experience this weekend.
We stopped for lunch in Caerphilly, at the
southern end of the Rhymney Valley with its magnificent medieval castle providing the backdrop.
Having again been ‘fed & watered’ we prepared for
the last leg of day one.
The scenery was beautiful as we rode through the
Rhonda and Afan Valleys before descending past
Swansea and making our way to our hotel at the far

10
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When we left the distillery the riding was magnificent - through beautiful valleys with steep curving
hills which were lined with sheep, winding descents,
superb, breath taking views. The best riding I
have experienced and one of the highlights of the
weekend for me.

Hogsback News Spring 2015
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Watercress Ride
26th September Linda & Andy

I

t was a Sunny September morning and we all met
at the dealership for a Ride with Ruth Palmer,
We took to bikes and rode towards Petersfield on
the A272 and then onto Easton near Winchester
through some very picturesque country lanes which
was a nice change for us as we are new this year to
the Chapter and most of our rides have been to the
Kent area.

A very nice day and thank you to Ruth Palmer for a
great day out.
Linda and Andy

Y
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At our first stop in Easton, Ruth had found a lovely
country pub for lunch called The Chestnut Horse,
and the weather was warm enough that we all sat
outside under the umbrellas to eat. (Great food, well
recommended) Once refreshed we all departed to
Alresford station for a ride on a steam train along
the Watercress Line to Alton, once on board we
found the buffet car so we all sat together for a
natter, when we arrived at Alton
we got off the train while it got
ready for the return journey.

BACK CHAP

S & FA

...DOWN ON THE FARM

9 July HOGSBACK 25th Birthday Party

We had about 20 minutes to
look around the station and the
shops took a few photos before
boarding again. On the way back
we had refreshments, Ruth had
baked a lovely cake which we all
had with our teas and coffee’s.
We arrived back at the station
where we made our way to the
car park said our goodbyes got
on our bikes and made our way
home.

A day of fun and frolics
Rideout with Lincoln Chapter • Pub lunch • Tractor ride tour of the farms • Games • Headline band • BBQ & bar • Fireworks & more!
Camping available Friday & Saturday night Let us know if you are coming, email 25th@hogsbackchapteruk.org
12
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