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Welcome to the Spring 2015
edition of Hogsback News.
As I write this at the end of
the weekeknd of 7 / 8 March it
seems the weather is warming
up nicely for the start of the
season, and what a season it
promises to be. Just take a look
(yes I know you already have as
it has been published for weeks now) at the fabulous
ride programme put together by the road crew yet
again. This must surely be the envy of most (all?)
other UK chapters.
You will see details of the weekend rides spread
through out this issue and as you will see at least
one of them is already booked up with a reserve list
in operation showing you need to be quick if you
wish to join any of these. Unfortunately due to a
change in my working life necessitating my working
every Saturday I wont be able to go on any of them.
The biggest disappointment will be that I will miss
what will surely be the best SofER yet.
Hopefully I will find time to join some day rides
(Sunday only) but probably not as many as I am
used to or would like. Therefore, like Axel (see his
column) I would encourage all members to take
their cameras and help ensure all rides / events
are covered so that we can have a full record in the
chapter archives. Please don’t rely solely on the
appointed photographers as there may be times
when none of us are able to make it.
Here’s to a great season in 2015.

Paul

editor@hogsbackchapteruk.org

Deadline for The Summer issue is
Friday 29th May.
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Director’s Cut
Dik Gregory
Hogsback Springs Out!

I

recently returned from the Annual Directors
Meeting, held this year in a bone chilling
Edinburgh. The two day meeting was well attended
with most of the 38 UK & Eire Chapter Directors
present but, despite the comprehensive invitation,
only a handful of Dealer Principals. Needless to say,
our Toby was there - and so was Mike Wilson, DP of
the forthcoming Reading store.
We spent the meeting hearing from H-D and HOG
about various matters. H-D now has a two-pronged
marketing strategy with Dark Custom aimed at the
young blades who haven’t discovered Chapters
yet, and the Discover More programme, aimed at
the likes of you and me. The new Street 750 bike is
joining the Dark Custom range in 2015, and look out
for a Discover More Dealer event on 11 April. Oh
and a demo Livewire electric Harley is coming to a
dealership near you this year.
A new Communications training course held
recently at Oxford and attended by our own Editor
and Webmaster obviously went down well nationally. It looks like there may be another new Officer
training course later this year - this time on Chapter
Operations - aimed at new and prospective Primary
Officers (Director, Assistant Director, Secretary and
Treasurer). HOG have asked me to help with that
since after 10 years at the helm of our Chapter, they
think I might know something.
What I do know is that Chapters don’t get very far
without the team of committed people who make it
all happen. Not just the Officers, but everyone who
plays a part, whether it’s a couple of hours on a
breakfast ride, an evening at Club Night or one of
our signature parties, or a weekend or more on tour
with us. The whole point of our extensive ride programme is to provide the opportunity for everyone
to participate - whatever their time and preferences
allow.
Listening to some of the issues being discussed
in Edinburgh makes you realise just how many we
have addressed - and how important it is to have a
DP who understands HOG and the whole Chapter
thing. Thanks, Toby.
Most types of Hogsback Officers are appointed for
fixed, but renewable terms. Following due process,
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I am delighted to confirm renewed terms of three
years for Assistant Director Dell Evans, Secretary
Carrol England, Safety Officer Carl Christensen,
Webmaster Czes Wicherek, and Charities Officer
Roger Bonnici. I can also welcome Larry Zea in his
transfer from Designate to Treasurer, and following Russ’s new position on the staff of GH-D, I am
very pleased to see Charlie Gordon appointed as
Membership Officer. A special thanks to Russ for
all he did to improve the way we do Membership at
Hogsback.

South of England Rally

Hickstead 14-16 August 2015

We’ve got some new Road Crew as well this year.
Paul Andrews, Malcolm Bradly, Chris North, Peter
Ostinelli, Howard Pullen and Henning Roesch all
join the other twenty or so to bring us to full strength.
They have done their 3 hour classroom induction
and even as they wait for their on-road training,
their first rides are already slotted into the ride
programme.
They are going to need the training! Later this
year is the re-launch of the South of England Rally
(SofER) at Hickstead All England Show Jumping
Course on 14-16 Aug. Several Hogback members
are involved in key roles e.g. Wendy Evans with
registration, Andy England with the evening bands,
Clive Everett with graphics and event branding. Ruth
is heading up the planning for the LOH ride on the
Friday and Hogsback Road Crew will be running the
only main ride on the Saturday - a scenic lunch ride
to the Parrot Inn at Forest Green. This will be a huge
150 bike ride and will be fully marshalled by us. The
route is done and the pub booked, courtesy of our
Safety Officer, and crew recces have been planned.
The whole SofER event is a huge team effort of its
own, of course, involving us and four other Chapters
(1066, Invicta, Oxford and Thames Valley). There
will be a large trader village, several H-D dealerships, multiple food outlets & pop-up bars, the 50
bike LOH My Little Pony ride on Friday, our own
huge scenic lunch ride on Saturday, a massive
Parade of Flags ride to Brighton on Sunday, Chapter
Challenge madness, a Ride-In Bike Show, the H-D
Demo truck with 20+ free demo bikes, six live bands
- including the T.Rextasy on Friday night and the allgirl Joan Ov Arc on Saturday night, two DJs, a huge
fireworks display and thousands of Harley friends
all on one integrated site with adjacent camping,
glamping, RV parking, and lots of hotel rooms
continued on page 6

...Southbound again in 2015
For tickets and full rally details visit sofer.uk.com

1066 • Hogsback • Invicta • Oxford • Thames Valley
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continued from page 4
nearby with free shuttlebus access where possible.
Wow. Got your tickets yet? Don’t hang about - we’ve
only printed so many! Keep in touch with things at
sofer.uk.com.
Finally, for now I really must applaud the results we
achieved in the National Chapter Challenge. In 2014,
the 20 Chapters that entered rode a bum-numbing
3.71 million miles. My thanks go to Robin for organising our entry and gaining us third place. Well done
to the 141 Hogsback members who rode nearly
600,000 miles (16% of the total!) to put us there. And

my admiration to Axel Thill for the individual with
the most miles of any entrant - more than 22,000!
His achievement follows Slap Anderson’s win in the
same category the previous year. Impressive stuff.
Where can we take this in 2015? Look out for Robin
and his clipboard to help you find out!
Spring is both in us and upon us. Let’s enjoy the
ride!
Dik Gregory
Director and Road Captain

Assistant Director
Dell Evans
Dell’s little bits

H

urrah it’s almost spring and the big news since
the last newsletter is the 2015 ride program has
been released. So far we have at least 70 day rides.
18 weekend + away rides plus the Euro rally
19 other events and club nights
So a total of 108 events put on by the chapter which
is expected to grow with a few mid-week rides plus
the odd Saturday is still free and the road crew are
still in deep thought about how to entertain us. Away
rides are filling up fast with many already full so
don’t wait around and get booking – all details on
the web site members area.

have to be released soon so grab them whilst you
can.
Steve Routh was the winner of the chapter shooting trophy on a cold but dry February day at Bisley
– well done Steve. Steve and Des have also volunteered to arrange the chapter BBQ at SofER which
with over 100 hungry mouths to feed is no small task
– thanks guys.
Finally welcome to our new membership officer
Charlie Gordon who takes over from Russ who will
be a hard act to follow and just when things get
hectic with renewal time.
Dell Evans
Assistant Director, Road Captain and
Ride Co-Ordinator

The Euro rally in Spain
is being attended by
various small groups
from Hogsback. When
there we will all meet up
for a ride or two and a
drink or 20. It’s a long
way and whilst there is
no formal chapter ride
we do have reserved
accommodation for
members to take
advantage of. Robin
has rooms reserved in
the prime location for
the rally but they will
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Assistant Director
Robin Seymour

H

ello to all, old members, new members and partners of both.

It’s that time again when all is done and prepared for
the next riding year and it’s just a matter of hanging
around waiting for the weather to get better and the
salt to go away.
Woody’s ride is just around the corner and may well
have happened during the “editing” period.
There are some great things planned for this year,
from weekend rides to rallies to club nights and
fashion shows and I am starting to get excited.

also if you hire a bike give me a copy of the hire document as that mileage counts too.
The Quiz night is over and congratulations to “we’re
stuck with Toby” who won by 4 points. A very big
thank you to our team of quizzers who all contributed and made it a great night for all. I look forward
to next year.
It’s also time to start your ABC year and collect
some freebies for filling out a form and taking some
pictures. If you do the two ABC rides you will qualify
for the minimum prize and you can build from there
to some really worthwhile prizes.

Feb 28th is the start of this years Chapter Mileage
Challenge (details on the FB page and later in this
mag) and we should be able to get more than last
years total members registered. Come in on the
28th, have a doughnut and support the chapter.
If you can’t make that day, just fill out a form, get
your mileage verified at the dealership and put
the form in the post-box in the members area at
Guildford.
I will collect it and sort the rest out. I will even nag
you at the end of the year for your end mileage.
Remember to tell me if you change your bike and
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So lets make this year a cracking year and support
the chapter by joining the mileage challenge and
adding your miles to the chapter total.
Robin Seymour
Assistant Director and Road Captain
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Guildford H-D
Toby Sleeman
Spring has definitely sprung….

I

t is great to see that Spring is here and the riding
season is starting properly.

We had a fantastic Fashion Show at March club
night and let me start by thanking all those who got
involved. Katie & the Ladies of Harley put on an
outstanding event showcasing some of the great
fashion and riding gear that we have got available
for you this season. Thanks to everyone who strutted their stuff, you did a magnificent job. If you want
to kit yourself out with some of the great Leather
Jackets that were on display
at the Fashion Show you can
take advantage of our “20% Off
Leather Jackets Promotion” until
the end of March.
Now we are in March the new
“15” Plate Harley’s are arriving and their proud owners
are taking delivery. The best
number plate I’ve seen leave the
Dealership so far is “HD15 FUN”.
Says it all really. Every Saturday
from now until the end of
September you will be delighted
to learn that Lisa is back with
her Burger Bar. I sampled a very
nice bacon roll on Saturday just to make sure it was
up to scratch for my customers.
We are delighted to announce some new Go Faster
Goodies for your Pride & Joy. Sportster Owners,
Harley-Davidson have released some very nice
Screamin Eagle Mufflers. Street Cannon Slip-On
High Flow Mufflers have been specifically tuned to
deliver an aggressive exhaust note and improved

10

Hogsback News Spring 2015

performance without the need to carry out tuning or
the need for a high flow air cleaner. We have them
in stock in either Chrome or Black and have fitted
a set to our demo Sportster 48. Come on down
and we’ll be happy to demonstrate them for you.
Tourer Owners. If you own a Rushmore Tourer and
feel you need a bit more power and a few more
cubes Screamin Eagle have released the SE120ST
Performance Crate Motor. One Hundred and Twenty
Cubic Inches (2000cc in Church of England) producing approximately 110BHP and 117lb-ft this motor
could pull a tractor out of a muddy field. At time of
writing we are in the process of fitting the first one
to a customer’s bike. I shall keep
you all posted with the results
and any feedback from the first
customer.
Our Birthday event is starting
to take shape. This year being
held on the 21st of March.
FREE HOG Roast, Great Music,
Ride-In Custom Show, Jekyll
& Hyde Performance Pipes,
Mercury Hearing (custom
earplugs) and some amazing
unmissable deals. It should be
another great day at the dealership and I look forward to seeing
you all.
Until then, get out on your bike, ride safe and come
down to Guildford Harley-Davidson for a coffee and
a chat. It would be smashing to see you.
Regards
Toby Sleeman
Guildford Harley-Davidson
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Head Photographer
Axel Thill

I

am late with this Head Photographer Report.
Tomorrow is Club Night Fashion Show at the
dealership, a clear sign that the season is starting in
earnest, and I am late, sorry Paul.
We can start: The 2015 photo gallery section has
been created, and a new 2 Terabyte hard disk has
been bought that will hopefully last 2 seasons, full
of great pictures we are taking. Over the cold period
we’ve already had 10 events, though only one was
an actual ride on our motorcycles, to the Hoegh
Osaka, the ship carrying expensive cars that listed
and ran aground at Southampton.

We were just in time, 2 hours later the huge ship
re-floated and was pulled away. They say that the
deep rumble of our engines loosened the sandbank
and finally allowed the rescue. Isn’t it impressive
what a Harley-Davidson can do :)
In 2014 I am confident to have taken
the highest number of photos of any
member, and am proud to have been
recognised with the highest number
of individual miles in the UK. I say this
less the brag, but more as an appeal,
as both honours will likely not go my
way again in 2015. Having joined
the Lind Harley-Davidson group, in
charge of Rentals and Tours at their 4
dealerships in Guildford, Newmarket,
Norwich and Reading, I fear I will
find less time to enjoy my own popeblessed Road King Anniversary than
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in the previous 2 years. So please do not forget to
bring your cameras to the rides, take lots of photos
and share a Drop Box with me. Last year we had
just 3 events not covered, a big thank you to the
Chapter Photographers and all you members that
regularly send in your photos.
There are great photo opportunities at the ride outs
this year, the program worked out by the Road Crew
promises exciting rides here in the UK and abroad,
with stunning photo opportunities. Let’s continue to
build and maintain one of the most impressive photo
galleries of any HOG Chapter.
I am looking forward to Jerez
in Spain and Eagles Nest in
the Alps, and of course my
own ride to Magic Bike in
Ruedesheim. SofER, not in
Bisley, will be a very special
new experience, I regularly
check out their Facebook
and their website, what I see
is that I find it bigger, better
and with more variety, with
a fresh look designed by
Clive. Can’t wait for it to start.
Note to self: get a backstage
pass as Photographer, Joan
ov Arc is coming! No other
paparazzi tolerated, and the shoes are mine. I saw
this girl band at the HOG rally in St. Tropez, not to
be missed
Axel Thill
Head Photographer and Road Captain
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Safety Officer
Carl Christensen
Progressive Motorcycle Riding.

Planned:

W

ith spring now just around the corner it won’t
be long before most of us will be venturing out
on to the roads again. Graham Woods our Head
Road Captain has been working hard to ensure all
the Chapter Road Crew both new and seasoned are
up to the mark. Thus ensuring the best and safest
group riding of any Chapter in the UK (possibly the
world!?) nothing like being positive!

•

Dynamic forward looking and planning

•

Intensifying and maintaining concentration levels

•

By understanding and using all knowledge of the
Highway Code.

•

Using knowledge of all road traffic signs and
road markings.

So this time I thought I would give you possibly a
little deeper look at motorcycle riding and my definition of ‘Progressive Riding ‘ which we all hear about
and read about but by what does it really mean? I
hope to shed some light on this by breaking it down
into an understanding of what it is NOT and what it
is about.

•

Continuous risk assessment as part of your ride
plan.

•

Visual road positioning.

•

Managing improved view through road
positioning.

•

Being aware and courteous to other road users.

•

Not impeding other road users speed or
direction

So let’s start with what it is NOT and should not be:
•

Excessive Speed

•

Dangerous

Controlled:

•

Disrespectful

•

Riding within your and your machines abilities.

•

Intimidating

•

Operation of Throttle, Gears & Brakes.

•

Aggressive

•

Adjusting to both road and traffic conditions.

•

Disregarding

Dynamic:

•

Contemptuous

•

Pro-active

•

Illegal

•

Vigorous

•

Taking chances

•

•

Impeding other road users

IPSGA (advanced motorcycling abbreviation for
Information, position, speed, gear, acceleration).
The centre of the police system of motorcycle
riding.

So now you have read that let’s look to what real
biking is all about and how we can best get the
most out of riding our motorcycles. My definition of
‘Progressive Riding’

Opportunities:
•

Ride planning

‘Planned, Controlled Dynamic riding, seeking
and taking all Opportunities to make Safe
Progress Lawfully’

•

Anticipation

•

Looking for every opportunity

You need to read it a couple of times slowly to then
be able to break it down as I am going to do for you
to understand the importance of each part.

Progress:
•

Forward onward movement

How do we achieve this ?
continued on page 16
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continued from page 14
Lawfully:
•

Within the Law

•

Knowing the rules of the road

•

Knowing and using all understandings of the
Highway Code

Lastly there is YOU!
•

Are you switched on?

•

Alert?

•

Not Over tired?

•

How is your eye sight?

•

Is your bike serviceable?

Progress should not be made at the cost of safety
and opportunities should be taken not chances.
A simple demonstration of making progress would
be when approaching a set of traffic lights on red
where there are two forward lanes and the near
side lane has a vehicle stopped and waiting, you
would move to the second empty lane and not pull
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up behind the vehicle waiting. This enables you to
make progress away from the lights and not get held
up by the slow moving vehicle in front whilst potentially being boxed in with traffic to your right.
If you need to ask questions about my articles or
anything on safe riding I am always available at club
nights or by email. My role is to assist and promote
safe riding within the chapter so we can all enjoy
ourselves and have fun, safely. Along with the slow
riding event on 1st August (register via chapter
web site) I hope to have a day event for those who
wish to get a taster for some advanced motorcycle
tuition. Keep an eye out for e-shots and chapter web
site events page. For those of you just joining in on
the fun I look forward to seeing you all on the new
members’ rides.
Safe riding for 2015
Take opportunities not chances
Carl Christensen
Road Captain / Safety officer Hogsback Chapter
Rospa Advanced Motorcycle Instructor (Diploma)
Rospa Advanced Motorcycle Trainer
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Ladies of Harley
Ruth Palmer

I

t’s that exciting time of year time to saddle up as
the riding season is nearly upon us .

Already ladies we have had a good Sunday Lunch at
the Mulberry Inn - a good chance to have a catch up
and chat over ideas.
The Fashion Show on the 5th March was a great
success - The guys and gals did a great job of
showing off the new gear - we have some real biker
chicks!!!
Don’t forget, ladies, to come and help on 21st March
GH-D Open Day - if you can make some biker buns
that we can sell even better as all proceeds from the
refreshment go to our chapter charities.
Reminder to join in with the LOH ride and Party at
our SofER Rally - My Little Pony - Time to sort out
what to wear!!!
Hope you have seen page 13 of HOG Magazine we have an LOH page - so an opportunity to share
our events – Get your pens and pictures ready!
The new LOH patch is available now so catch
Margaret at club night.
Let’s really :
“Share the Spark” this year (LOH Motto )
See you at the Start of Season
Safe Riding
Ruth Palmer
LOH Officer
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Charity Officer
Roger Bonnici

F

undraising during the past 2014 season for:

Beating Bowel Cancer (www.beatingbowelcancer.org), Challengers (www.disability-challengers.
org) & Surrey Air Ambulance (www.kssairambulance.org.uk)
This forthcoming season charities will be ratified by
Spring.
Well, sometime soon we shall all be dusting off our
bikes and preparing ourselves for the joys of spring
and the more clement weather it brings.
As usual, we have been busy bees indeed over the
winter weather months, enjoying the delights and
camaraderie of club nights and parties and even the
odd ride out for the more(fool)hardy members. :-)
The Golden Key (GK) raffle at club night last
November raised £35.00 towards our charities, with
the End of Season party raffle raising an impressive
amount of £353.00. This was mainly due to the huge
generosity of you lovely members and, of course,
donations of raffle prizes from the dealership and
others; you know who you are.
This gave Hogsback chapter the proud opportunity to invite our chosen charities to attend the
Dealership club night in December and each receive
a cheque for the sum £600.00 which they were
obviously humbled by. Their sincere appreciation is
documented on the chapter noticeboard upstairs at
the Guildford dealership.
Photographs and write up were duly sent to the
Surrey Advertiser.
December club night GK raffle raised £50.00, and
January’s £50.00 too.
Chapter member Roger Ferris donated another
£10.00 from his album sales. (Seek out Roger to
purchase your copy)
This was also the night that chapter member, Paul
Andrew, won the Golden Key and opened the treasure chest to riches beyond his dreams. Well done
Paul.
Our chapter director, Dik Gregory, was asked to give
a talk to his local ‘Lions Club’ community service,
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Having done so, they kindly donated £50.00 to our
supported charities. Well done Dik.
Within the dealership, we had a full collection box for
Beating Bowel Cancer which delivered a generous
£60.00. It’s not so full now, so please drop a few
coins in when you see it and thank you all again for
your generosity.
This past February club night GK raffle was up and
running again and raised £30.00 to our charities.
Well done again.
The Surrey Air Ambulance are raffling off a brand
new MINI this year with the winning ticket to be
drawn later in December. These tickets are only
£5.00 each and I managed to sell all the ones I had
been given - £100.00 worth in all. I now have more
in my possession. There was some demand for
these so please seek me out at club night if you are
interested in owning a MINI.
See link for further info: http://www.kssairambulance.
org.uk/give/winamini
You have, hopefully, been reading the Hogsback
Chapter e-shots and taking note that it’s that time
of year to help make a decision on which charities
to support for the 2015 season. If you would like to
nominate a charity for consideration then please
send me a short email with details of your proposal
to roger.bonnici@hogsbackchapteruk.org. As soon
as possible please.
And finally, our LOH officer, Ruth Palmer was invited
in January to a Parliamentary Reception on behalf
of Beating Bowel Cancer where the Hogsback
chapter where personally thanked for our sterling
fundraising efforts and generosity. See pictures. Her
husband Steve escorting her.
I am personally very proud to be associated with
such kind hearted people such as you members of
Hogsback chapter. You are giving so many people a
new chance in life. Long may we continue.
Now let’s have another fantastic season of riding!
Roger Bonnici
Charity Officer and Road Captain
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Together,
we are helping to
save lives in our community

Over the years, the charity has evolved with the
introduction of specialist doctors on board, the
expansion of the service with a second helicopter,
and base, and introduced blood on board to
enable transfusions at the scene. In 2013 we
became the first air ambulance in the country to
operate a 24 hour Helicopter Emergency Medical
Service (HEMS).
This would not be possible without your continued
support...

Thank you!

www.kssairambulance.org.uk

The Kent, Surrey & Sussex Air Ambulance Trust
has been helping people and saving lives across
the region for 25 years, thanks to your generosity.

Registered Charity No. 1021367
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