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Director’s Cut 
Dik Gregory

Merry Christmas !

Welcome to the Winter 2014 
(Xmas) edition of Hogsback 
News.

I can hardly believe 
that another  year has 
ended. Not the cal-
ender year- that’s not 
important, I mean the 
Hogsback year which 
is the one that really 
matters. A packed cal-
ender of rides, parties 
and other events 
completed giving us 
all a break over the 
festive period. Well 
most of you. However 
the Road Crew and 
committee are already 
planning for next 
years programme.

As we have a number of new members of the road 
crew I am sure we can look forward to some new 
ride destinations in 2015. Keep an eye out for the 
publication of the programme in the new year.

Thank you to everyone who has contributed articles 
/ reports to the newsletter this year and please keep 
them coming next year.

Happy New Year.

Who is Hogsback Chapter?

What a great End of Season Party we had! Record 
breaking numbers of Hogsback members at the 
Hogs Back Hotel on the Hogs Back - all tattoo’d 
up and rocking hard to the Voodoo Sheiks and DJ 
Robbie’s toons. Brilliant.

I was pleased to take the opportunity to provide 
some context for the Director’s Champagne awards 
this year.

We finish 2014 with well over 300 Chapter members, 
which is more than twice the size of the average UK 
Chapter. Size isn’t everything of course, but it does 
say something about the magnetic pull of what we 
do.

What makes us attractive?

Paradoxically, Hogsback is both old and new. We 
were first chartered in October 1991 when we 
were known as Surrey Chapter UK. We still have 
members from those early days: next year there 
will be 11 members who will have earned a 20 year 
patch! Our oldest riding member is 85 and (standby 

by for interesting, but useless fact), our combined 
age is now over 17,000 years!

Our age means that we have a lot of experience in 
what works and a long memory to recall what didn’t. 
That time and experience helps a lot.

But, we are also young. We changed our name on 
adoption by Guildford Harley-Davidson in 2008. 
Incredibly, 40% have been members for less than 2 
years! Our youngest member is just 20.

The magnetism comes from our high energy, high 
tempo operations. The Road Crew has just pre-
pared another huge ride programme for 2015, 
including around 20 weekends away in the UK and 
the continent! We keep coming up with innovative 
programmes like Iron Hog (which has now gone 
national), great party themes, and a vast range of 
rides, which means there is something for everyone 
– even mid-week rides for members who find the 
weekends difficult.

With our four neighbouring Chapters we are plan-
ning an amazing re-launch for SofER next August 
at a fabulous new venue, Hickstead. Hogsback is 
heavily involved in the two major Rally rides – events 
for which our road crewing has earned international 
acclaim. And we also have a big say in the choice of 
some great bands. The SofER website is live now at 
sofer.uk.com and tickets are on sale already – either 
on the website or see Crippo for a more convenient 
service. The £40 ticket price may seem a bit of hike 
from 2013’s £30. However, SofER is now forced to 
include VAT. The Rally only receives £3 extra – the 
other £7 goes straight to the taxman. What you get 
for the extra £3 will blow your socks off, though, so 
don’t miss it!

In the end, the one simple idea that attracts our 
members – and keeps all our highly committed 
Chapter Officers bound together – is that we are 
focused on providing an unencumbered freedom to 
ride with others just like us.

No pressure. No expectations. No strings. No 
cliques. No egos. No hidden agendas. Just clock 
our Charter from HOG, choose the rides and events 
you want, ride and enjoy.

mailto:editor@hogsbackchapteruk.org
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I am grateful to all the Officers and for all the enthu-
siasm of the members who made all this possible 
in 2014. But in a Chapter like ours, there are always 
some who deserve special mention. For this reason 
I was delighted to present the 2014 Director’s 
Champagne awards to:

The best and most supportive DP you could ever 
imagine – the very equitable Toby Sleeman 

The bloke who supervises our monumental ride pro-
gramme – my right hand man, Dell Evans 

The bloke who is master of the ABCs, co-designer 
of the Iron Hog, & my left hand man Robin Seymour 

He’s now an advanced rider and newly promoted 
Road Captain, tour operator, facebook aficionado, 
the other co-designer of the Iron Hog, and still finds 
time to take some decent snaps - Herr Photo, Axel 
Thill 

Methodical and thoughtful, he’s taken the Chapter 
membership process to a new level, Russ Middleton

Quiet and unassuming, our highly effective and 
highly creative Hogsback News Editor Paul Treacher

Technically excellent, our accurate and hugely 
responsive webmaster, the Keeper of the Golden 
Source, Czes Wicherek

This man has singlehandedly re-branded the 
biggest HOG Rally in England SofER – the astonish-
ing Clive Everett

If you ever have the pleasure of riding behind this 
man, you will never see a rider more at one with his 
Harley. He’s just back from a US coast to coast ride 
and is the oldest rider to undertake the Iron Hog - 
the very cool Pete Fitzcosta

Over 2 years, in between some challenging times, 
he wrote, storyboarded, produced, directed and 
edited a new Ride Safety Training film that sets the 
bar nationally, if not internationally. Not only does 
he receive a bottle of finest bubbly, but also, at the 
Director’s discretion, £200 voucher from HOG UK – 
our very own Saint Roger Bonnici 

I look forward - with everyone - to more of the same 
next year.

Great rides, Fresh ideas. Unique experiences. 
Hogsback Chapter: it’s who we are!

Ride safe,

Dik Gregory 
Director and Road Captain



6   Hogsback News Winter 2014 Hogsback News Winter 2014   7

Assistant Director 
Dell Evans

Assistant Director 
Robin Seymour

Dells little bits

That’s the ride program all done for this year. I 
must be getting old as the year went in the blink 

of an eye. What a good year we had with only 1 ride 
cancelled down to weather. The chapter put on:

• 16 overnight away rides

• 61 day rides

• 13 non riding events plus club nights

So in all just over 100 things the chapter has put on 
– now that’s something to be proud of!

I would like to take the opportunity to recognise 
the road crew for their hard work keeping us enter-
tained. They spend a lot of time and their own 
money arranging and pre riding most of the rides – 
so a big thank you to the team, you’re the best.

So to next year – I have just today hosted the annual 
planning meeting and can assure you we have a 
great 2015 drafted. The RC will now be getting the 
details together and booking accommodation in 

preparation for the release of the program to the 
chapter. The program has a wide range of over-
night and day rides to entice members to come out 
and ride and the full details will be released at the 
January club night. Overnight rides are all pre-regis-
tration and limited normally due to accommodation 
so when its out get your names down as soon as 
you can. We have released 1 date already and that’s 
3rd January when Carl will do the New Year ride – 
wrap up warm.

Finally a few members that I must thank for their 
contributions this year at club nights– Chris & Larry 
for their tireless effort running the Golden Key every 
club night whilst we enjoy the evening. Likewise 
Margaret and Ruth for running their stalls and of 
course Axel for producing so many fine slide shows.

Have a happy Christmas, see you on the road in 
2015 

Dell Evans 
Assistant Director, Road Captain and 
Ride Co-Ordinator

Well that went quick!!!! Not so long ago I was 
talking about Ledbury as the SofER replace-

ment and all the things that we as a chapter had 
planned for this year and now the final rideout has 
happened and only the Custom bike show and EoS 
party remain.

Looking back through the photos reminds me of 
what we have achieved as a Chapter this year 
and where we have flown our flag. From the tip of 
Norway to the South of France and even as far as 
Croatia and Morocco!

From endurance rides to charity runs, feel-good 
runs for proms and Hospices and rides of respect 
like RTTW and Remembrance. From breakfast runs 
to Weekends and longer. Our chapter has some-
thing for all riders of all ability. 

More importantly, we have regular surveys to gauge 
how we are doing and how well we are fulfilling the 
requirements of the members. 

So looking back on a cracking year I can easily say 
what a good year it has been and thank everyone 

for their participation, whether it be as rider, pillion, 
organiser or photographer. 

So what about next year? It would be too easy to 
say more of the same when there are great rides 
being planned, suggestions listened to and huge 
rallies in the planning stages. This is of course, 
exactly what I am going to say because this is the 
most exciting time for the future year.

The Mileage results have been submitted and we 
will wait and see where we come. The whole point 
is that we are building a process and more and 
more will register and join in order to work together 
to achieve a common aim. We will get there and 
we ALL need to keep the ball rolling and encourage 
others to join.

I would like to wish you all the very best for the 
festive season and look forward to riding with you 
next year.

See you at the End of Season party.

Robin Seymour 
Assistant Director and Road Captain
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Head Photographer 
Axel Thill

And it’s over, again a season of fantastic events 
and rides comes to a close. Somehow it feels 

faster and faster every year. I do not want to look 
back for too long to 2014, there are so many memo-
ries that I am very happy to have the photo galleries 
to help me remember.

But as in previous years, here my very personal Top 
10 events.

10) Hogs a Dogging - first time to visit a dog race

9) Remembrance ride - very good turnout to a 
memorable day

8) Magic Bike Ruedesheim - first time a puncture 
as ride leader, great party and parade.

7) St Barnabas Hospice - very personal and 
moving

6) Goodwood Hot Hatch - rare outing with the 
whole family

5) Mosel Weinfest - great fun at Gooseflesh 
concert

4) Iron Hog - 3rd Iron Hog in a row - with lots of 
Harley royalty

3) St Tropez - one of the best annual rallies, top 
location and great parade

2) Morocco - exciting ride at times outside my 
comfort zone

1) Nordkapp - 5,000 miles in 10 days under the 
midnight sun

I am already working hard on 2015. First of all 
congratulations to Elize Roesch, our latest addition 
to the powerful team of Chapter Photographer we 

have. Elize is known for her great series of photos 
from the pillion seat, and now that her husband 
Henning is made Road Marshal, we could see her 
pushing him to new positions to show us stunning 
pictures riding our Harley’s.

Making Elize Chapter Photographer was easy, her 
art is so good, a bit more work is a new project that 
Russ, our membership officers, Czes, our web-
master and myself started. It’s called “Faces of 
Hogsback” and will be revealed in all details soon 
(or maybe is already revealed when this newsletter 
publishes). We are producing a special photo gallery 
with a picture of every active member of Hogsback 
Chapter. When we launch, we will have over 130 
members covered, and the numbers are is increas-
ing week by week. Please help us with this, if you 
realise that your picture is missing, please send 
me one, or copy one out of the photo galleries from 
previous rides, and add your membership number. It 
will not take long for your “face” to part of the “Faces 
of Hogsback”. (Opposite page, Top).

Shown below is a quick look backstage of how your 
personal icon is produced:

The 2014 Selfie competition is now over, and my 
congratulation go to Paul Andrew for his artistic 
Selfie, a great Harley-Davidson based composition, 
with a maritime background and a shot into the 
sun, resulting in a beautiful rainbow like sparkle. 
(Opposite page, centre).

All the best in these last weeks of 2014, and see you 
all in good form in 2015. The first ride to take great 
photos again is…. very soon.

Axel Thill 
Head Photographer and Road Captain
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Guildford H-D 
Toby Sleeman

 I never get nervous getting on a bike. I am 
happy to throw my leg over any bike and 

ride it like it was intended to be ridden. I’ve ridden 
some mental fire breathing big cube Harley’s, works 
prepared racing Buell’s, rare Pre War Vintage bikes 
with suicide shifts and no brakes. No problem. 
Wouldn’t give them a second thought.

This time though I’m in a bit of a state. And the 
reasons are as follows. It costs $250,000, it’s a 
pre-production proto-type, every dealer from around 
the world is watching and the big one is….it doesn’t 
have an Air-cooled 45 degree V-Twin Motor or 
indeed any internal combustion engine of any kind.

It is the Harley-Davidson Project Livewire, the 
all-Electric Harley and I am going to be one of the 
first people in the world to ride it.

Before we set off I have a good look around the 
bike. It is jaw droppingly gorgeous, every single 
part has been well thought out and looks more like 
a sculpture than a motorcycle. The frame is a cast 
one piece crinkle finished work of art and is utterly 
seamless, the same goes for the swing arm. The 
motor is housed in a solid billet block of CNC milled 
aluminum and looks like something from Flash 
Gordon’s Rock Cycle. Sit on the bike and it’s more 
akin to a street bike rather than a custom cruiser.

After the sign your life away disclaimer we get an 
in depth briefing (No wheelies, No Stoppies) and 
go through the start procedure. Kill switch on and 
the display powers up. You have a choice of two 
modes, Range or Power. Naturally I choose power. 
Then just hit the start button which activates the AC 
motor and we are now ready for the off.

It’s a hot Nashville deep south day but that’s not 
the only reason I’m sweating. Not knowing how it’s 
going to react I pull out of the garage very gingerly. 
Before we reach the end of the car park I feel 
relaxed and at home.

The power comes smoother than any bike I have 
ever ridden. Let the throttle off and you get equally 
smooth engine braking as the motor works hard to 
recapture wasted energy. In fact you do really need 
to use the very good brakes that Livewire comes 
with as the engine braking is so good. We pull up to 
the first set of lights and stop.

No need to find neutral or pull in the clutch (it has no clutch) just brake and stop and then silence. No idling 
engine, no nothing. Quite pleasant really. The lights go to green and the ride leader powers away and I 
follow suit. The acceleration is relentless and 60mph is achieved in a smidge over 4 seconds and carries on 
past 60 unabated to a limited 95mph. The noise that comes with it feels natural, not synthesized in any way, 
not trying to be something it’s not, just an electric motor working hard. The faster you go the louder it gets.

Stick it into the bends and it handles very well indeed. Light and flickable and easy to manage you could 
have a lot of fun exploring the limits of the chassis and suspension. Unfortunately for me though and all too 
quickly we are heading back after only covering 10 or so miles. Full of adrenalin we arrive back, park up and 
hit the kill switch and that’s it. I’m ushered off to carry out a post ride interview with the development team. 
I doubt they get anything intelligent or usable out of me as I’m on such high and just keep repeating that I 
want one & and I want one now.

So, can you ride one? In the summer of 2015 you may have an opportunity to ride Livewire in the UK. 
Harley-Davidson are planning to bring the fleet to Europe on tour. So keep an eye on H-D’s web-site and 
Facebook and if you get the chance grab it with both hands. It doesn’t disappoint.

Safe riding and thank you for your business in 2014.

Toby Sleeman 
Guildford Harley-Davidson
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Safety Officer 
Carl Christensen

Ladies of Harley 
Ruth Palmer

 Well it’s Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year to all as this quarterly Mag 

goes to publication.

We enjoyed another exceptional year of good riding 
weather running into late November - except poor 
Woody’s’ ride to Goodwood on 2nd November!

I know many of you have cleaned and prepared your 
beauties for winter hibernation and even indulged 
them in the luxury of a big air bubble to help keep 
the dreaded moisture away. Another good thing from 
a safety point is to jack your bike up so ideally both 
tyres are off the ground. This helps to prevent the 
tyres from getting flat spots, especially if the bike is 
off the road for more than 3 months. If not, ideally 
move your bike at least once a month so the same 
area of tyre is not at the bottom in contact with the 
ground.  And whatever you do, check those pres-
sures and adjust before going out after a long period 
off the road.

To be honest, you should be checking tyre pres-
sures at least every 2 weeks during the riding 
season and definitely before any planned long trip. I 
personally visually check my tyres every time before 
I go the on road and even check them as best I 
can every time I stop! Anal? Maybe, but who wants 
a blow out or flat when riding along, when it could 
have been prevented with a quick visual check?

The new Group Riding Safety Video which many of 
you will have seen at the recent Club night advises 
you to check and prep your machine before every 
ride out. This is both for your safety and that of the 
whole group with which you may be riding.

If any of you intend to go on some form of advanced 
riding course next year, this Quarter’s question is: 
what does ‘POWDDERSS’ stand for?

Last Quarter the question was to give 5 reasons why 
‘YOU’ could be a hazard on the roads. There are of 
course many answers but these are my top 5.

Riding when;

• Tired

• Feeling ill

• In a rush

• Being stressed

• Using poor riding techniques.

Each one has many stories behind it and any one 
could end up giving you more than a really bad hair 
day. I don’t think I need to mention DD, as I would 
hope this is the most obvious/blatant hazard a rider/
driver can take to the roads with.

All the above is, I hope, good sound advice and how 
you choose to use it is up to you. My advisory role 
as Safety Officer is to feed you information but NOT 
to instruct.

Safe Riding

‘Take opportunities. Not chances’

Carl Christensen 
Safety Officer 
Hogsback Chapter UK 
ROSPA Advanced Motorcyle Instuctor (Deploma) 
ROSPA Instructor Training Officer

Hi ladies

Thanks to all of you who were able to come to our 
Sunday Lunch at the Mill at Elstead in October - it 
proved so enjoyable and successful that we will 
make it a regular slot in the calendar - so look out for 
next year’s date!!!

We were able to decide on the Theme for the Ladies 
Ride at next year’s SofER Rally at Hickstead:

MY LITTLE PONY.

So plenty of time for all you ladies to get suita-
bly attired for this event whether you are riding or 
helping with the party and helping to serve the Hors 
D’oeurves ( Horses Doovers ).

I went to the first LOH Officer’s meeting at Harley 
Headquarters in Oxford organised by Marjorie Rae 
and Elaine Shepherd- The main reason is to encour-
age and promote the benefits of being a Lady of 

Harley .There is a new Ladies of Harley Patch that 
will be available in January (below) - great for the 
new jackets and waistcoats !!.

The day was most interesting and an opportunity 
for us to share good practice and ideas. I felt very 
proud to represent a chapter that is thought very 
highly of compared with some of the 18 or so chap-
ters that were there that day.

See you all soon.

Ruth Palmer 
LOH Officer.
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Charity Officer 
Roger Bonnici

Fundraising this season for Beating Bowel Cancer 
(www.beatingbowelcancer.org), Challengers 

(www.disability-challengers.org) & Surrey Air 
Ambulance (www.kssairambulance.org.uk)

Well what a fantastic season it has been for us 
weather wise. It has also been a fantastic season for 
our nominated charities, above, and also for quite a 
few other worthwhile charities.

Several members – too many to mention here - have 
made impressive donations toward several char-
ities over this season; namely, Cancer Research 
UK, Motor Neurone Disease, Hart Wildlife Rescue, 
Prostate Cancer UK, British Heart Foundation, 
McFanwy Townsend Melanoma Fund and The 
CATS Foundation.

To date, in excess of £8500.00 has been raised for 
these charities.

Our congratulations to all those members involved.

Those of you who joined Pete Hillier on his 
Shoreham Airshow ride this season managed to 
raise £115.00 towards our charities. Thank you all.

We also had a donation from Mr Rive on our 
Ledbury weekend.

Our regular monthly Golden Key raffle has steadily 
added funds and we must thank you all for par-
ticipating so enthusiastically, in the hope that one 
individual will win a healthy stash!

The dealership Open Day on the 11th October was 
very well attended. The hog roasts, live band and 
refreshments were all generously laid on by Toby 

and his super team and ably assisted by those won-
derful LOH making tea, coffee and some gorgeous 
cakes, scones and yummies. Many thanks to all 
those who baked and slaved this day and for all the 
generous attendees. We hope you all enjoyed it.

By the end of the day we had collected the 
incredible sum of £766.25 in donations; almost a 
twenty-five per cent increase on what was collected 
during the March dealership birthday bash! The 
donations were for two charities that day, Beating 
Bowel Cancer and Frimley Park Hospital Breast 
Care Appeal.

Your committee duly voted to round the donations 
up to £400.00 for each charity and cheques have 
been sent to them. 

We still have just under £2000.00 in our charities 
account which we shall share out between our three 
chosen charities within the next few months.

We have the End of Season party coming up at the 
end of November and hope to run a raffle on the 
night as usual. There will be some fantastic prizes to 
win.

The final club night of the season in December will 
be at the dealership so hope to see you all there.

Please remember to let me know if you are individ-
ually raising funds for charities and I will endeavour 
to print your charitable deed in the forthcoming 
newsletter.

See you all soon.

Roger Bonnici 
Charity Officer and Road Captain

Webmaster 
Czes Wicherek

Getting the message out there!

The Chapter disseminates information to its members via a number of channels such as the Website, 
Facebook, Twitter, announcements at Club Night and via email. With such a variety of methods we need to 
make sure that members always have access to the ‘right’ information.

The primary source of information for the Chapter is the website, often referred to as the ‘Golden source’. 

This is the place Chapter members should go to check out the status of rides and events that are coming 
up.

In addition an email is sent out each week to all Chapter members, usually on a Thursday, outlining the 
activities for the coming weekend and to highlight anything that may be of interest in the coming weeks or 
months. This email is referred to within the Chapter as an e-shot and in the first instance is sent to the email 
address that the Membership Officer has for a particular member.

So what happens when there is a late change to the Ride Programme or to an Event that the Chapter is 
involved with?

Those organising rides and events within the Chapter try very hard to avoid any last minute changes but 
sometimes there is no alternative. In such situations any changes will be publicised via the website, Twitter 
and even a special e-shot. However, if the change is within 24 hours of the ride, an SMS text will also be 
sent out. When going on a Chapter ride or event, you are strongly advised to make a final check of the 
website or your email intray before leaving home!

So you need to make sure you have access to either the website, Twitter, receive the e-shot or have access 
to someone who does! Members are reminded that ride details are not published on Facebook.

I have been told that information changes on the website do not always appear in a member’s browser. This 
is because different browsers handle and cache information in slightly different ways. Caching information 
helps with the performance of a website so should not necessarily be viewed as a bad thing but it does 
mean that members need to understand how their particular browser is set up. By default, pages on the 
website are set not to be cached but that does not mean that they won’t be cached!

The format of the e-shots changed at the end of October 2014 when I started to use a software package 
called Mailchimp to produce the e-shots. One of the features of this package is that I can now see who has 
and hasn’t read the e-shot! It is important when information is being made available to Chapter members to 
know how effective each channel is. Currently about sixty per cent of the e-shots sent out are being read 
which means that around forty per cent of Chapter members are not opening their e-shots for whatever 
reason. I simply may have the wrong address for you, the e-shot is being treated as spam by your email 
client or I may not have an email address for you. So if you are not receiving the e-shot, please contact me 
and I will look into it for you.

Finally, if you have any suggestions for the website or e-shot, please feel free to email me your ideas for 
consideration.

Czes Wicherek 
Webmaster

http://www.beatingbowelcancer.org
http://www.disability-challengers.org
http://www.kssairambulance.org.uk
http://www.cancerresearchuk.org/
http://www.mndassociation.org/
http://www.hartwildlife.org.uk/
http://prostatecanceruk.org/
http://www.bhf.org.uk
http://www.melanoma-fund.co.uk/
http://www.cats-foundation.org/
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Thunder In the Glens 
Sue Andrews

21st August-26th August 2014

As I had never been to bonnie Scotland before, 
whom better go with than the Hogsback 

Chapter!  We started our journey at GHD greeted 
by Axel and his friendly camera. We headed north; 
I have no idea what roads we took but Robin lead 
six bikes with Paul and Lynn at the back. We had 
regular stops for fuel and snacks (Thank you 
Beverley!) After a few years of yearning to go to 
Scotland at last I was on my way, I was smiling 
inside and out. After riding along major roads we 
travelled through Barnard Castle the journey behind 
us was all worthwhile. The scenery was breathtak-
ing; there were so many geographical features to 
look at, ones that I’d only seen images of before. 
The roads through the Pennines were amazing, it 
was a delight to be riding pillion. We arrived at our 
hotel after a tad of rain, really must get one of those 
heated jackets everyone raves about! Nenthall 
Country House Hotel in Alston was a hotel full of 
character. We were made welcome by staff; the 
hotel was warm and cosy. We had a meal together 
full of chatter and laughter. Steve arrived just in time 
to join us for a meal. But where was the apple pie? 

After a hearty breakfast we continued our journey 
to Aviemore, it was a lovely sunny day with more 
spectacular scenery along the way. We arrived at 
one of our comfort stops at the Redesdale Arms 
where we tucked into tea and cake whilst admir-
ing what the views had to offer. The further we got 
into the Scottish Highlands the better it became, I 
was bowled over by the magnificent landscape. On 
arrival at the Aviemore resort we were welcomed 
with an upgrade, which is always a bonus on any 
trip. We meet up and had a meal we were joined 
by Ken at the resorts Giovanni’s Italian restaurant, 
again fun had by all. After the meal we bumped into 
Katie and Dave in the main hall where the bands 
were playing. We did our own thing; some of the 
lightweights retired to bed while others went to listen 
to bands and partied until the early hours.  

The following morning we were joined by Jayne, 
Phil, Crippo, Josie, Nick, James and Norman for 
breakfast. They had ridden, travelled up by van 
(bikes on board) or flown up. Some of us went and 
visited the many stalls before getting ready for the 
parade. Wow what a line up! The parade ride was 

great, it very well organised by the Dunedin Chapter. 
The ride was all I’d been told it would be and more. 
The ride ended at Grantown On Spey which had a 
superb atmosphere, bustling with energy and great 
fish and chips. 

That evening due to Robin’s flirtatious behaviour 
with a female courier the day before, we were chauf-
feured to a steak restaurant just outside the resort. 
Jackie, Marty and Nick joined us for good food, wine 
and company. 

The following morning we left Aviemore and rode 
west. Our first photo shoot of the day was at Lock 
Ness then onto The Commando Memorial about a 
mile from Spean Bridge. The memorial was dedi-
cated to the British commandos and was unveiled 
by the Queen Mother in 1952. We continued our 
journey passing Fort William and Glencoe.  We later 
arrived at an amazing seafood restaurant, which if 
my memory is correct was alongside Loch Lomond. 
The food was superb, the sun was shining, fantastic 
views. Robin really must have done his homework to 
find this lunch stop! 

We arrived at our destination for the night at the 
Cairndow Stage Coach Inn, one of the oldest 
Coaching Inns in the Highlands that was situated 
along Loch Fyne. We had a tasty meal together 
where we summoned the chef to applaud his culi-
nary skills. 

The next day we started our journey in brilliant 
sunshine we soaked up the rays with comfort stops 
on the way. I’m not sure where but we said goodbye 
to Steve at one of our coffee stops. The roads in 
the North Pennines were fun with twists and turns 

as we rode along the Alston Moors back to Nenthall 
Country House Hotel. We were welcomed by staff 
and hot apple pie!

On the Tuesday morning we said goodbye to Paul, 
Lynn, Pete, George and Jane who were continuing 
their adventure together. Robin, Beverley, Paul and 
myself started our journey home with mini breaks on 
the way.

Thanks to everyone who we travelled with through 
the journey and those who joined us at the rally. 
Special thanks to Beverley and Paul and Lynn for 
keeping us together throughout the trip. It was truly 
an amazing experience. I feel that I have seen a lot 
of Scotland in a short space of time. I can’t thank 
you enough, Mr Seymour.

Sue Andrews
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The Story of Hector Mays 
Russ Middleton

When You Go Home, Tell Them Of Us And Say, 
For Your Tomorrow, We Gave Our Today.

Moving home after 20 years has been a real chal-
lenge especially having to amend the chapter 

membership contact details twice (having moved 
for a period into a rented house with no garage). 
The additional frustration of having to lodge the 
Harley 5 miles away made all journeys this year an 
extra effort with some pre planning and was often a 
barrier too far.

Moving 20 years of saved bits and 
pieces, school boy treasures and 
far too much clutter gave me 
an opportunity to throw 
out non essentials and 
sort through what has 
been stored for far 
too long in bags or 
boxes in our loft. 
Our new house 
has no capacity 
for loft storage 
so I recently set 
about a final 
sort of all my 
saved items and 
became ruthless 
to consolidate as 
much as possible.

With anticipation 
of what was inside, I 
opened an old sports 
bag discovering an eclectic 
range of militaria collected 
as a boy from jumble sales and 
local paper ‘for sale’ ads including 
badges, bayonets, helmets and a WW1 
Memorial Death Plaque carefully wrapped in tissue 
paper, long forgotten about by me.

The sheer weight of the solid bronze memorial 
plaque was a reminder to me of what was wrapped 
in the tissue paper and threw me back many years 
to when my mum, as a primary school teacher in 
Surrey, would use it as a display item to highlight 
the sacrifice of war. As I stood holding the cold cast 
bronze plaque it made me think about the coinci-
dence of me finding this relic of WW1 within days of 

Remembrance Sunday – 100 years after the start of 
WW1 and I noted the name on the plaque as being 
Hector Mays. Where the plaque came from or how 
my mum came to have it, is a story lost when she 
lost her battle with cancer 10 years ago.

As a mark of respect and as an acknowledgement 
of the sacrifice made by soldiers killed during the 

war large bronze plaques bearing the name 
of the soldier were presented to 

the family and these became 
known as a memorial death 

plaque or “A dead man’s 
penny “ as they resem-

bled a large penny of 
the day. A total of 
1,355,000 plaques 
were issued, 
using a total of 
450 tonnes of 
bronze. Each 
Plaque was also 
stamped with a 
small number 
behind the foot 
of the lion.

One of my pas-
times over many 

years has been 
genealogy, dipping 

in and out of family 
research, often taking time 

to research anyone discov-
ered with a military background. 

When I started 25 years ago there 
were no internet resources and everything 

was ‘old school’ time consuming research visiting 
repositories and church records hunting for the next 
clue. The recent introduction by Ancestory.com 
online research tools has massively opened up the 
ability to research, with considerable ease, millions 
of records from the comfort of your home.

I decided to put my Ancestry.com research skills 
to the test and embarked on a fascinating journey 
to trace the details of Hector Mays based on my 
assessment it was a fairly unusual name and with a 

bit of luck I hoped I 
could find out some-
thing. The memorial 
plaque being the 
first research clue 
that I knew Hector 
Mays had been 
killed during WW1 
so I should find 
some record(s).

I first searched for 
Hector Mays in the 
WW1 medal role 
and struck lucky 
finding his medal 
card showing him as 
a private in the East 
Surrey Regiment 
(number 1979) and 
had been awarded 
the Victory & British 
Medal(s) and the 
1915 star. This also 
showed he was 
killed in action on 25th April 1915 having arrived in 
France on 23rd February 1915.

Knowing Hector had been killed in action in 1915 
enabled me to widen my search within the com-
monwealth war graves records leading me to 
discover his name is engraved on the struc-
ture of the Menin Gate (panel 34) at Ypres 
with the additional information that he 
was in the 2nd Battalion.

Wanting to know more about 
Hector and how he became to 
be on the front line of Ypres I 
turned to research the regimental 
association of the East Surrey 
Regiment and was shocked 
to read that the 2nd 
battalion was formed 
of 1,000 local men 
who after 5 days 
intense fighting in 
April 1915 only 200 
survived and Hector 
was one of the 800 
killed.

The next amazing 
stroke of luck came 
when I searched the public 
member trees on Ancestory.com 
which is where genealogists publish their 
research trees in the hope other researchers 

will find links or new 
information and 
make contact. My 
research showed 
that Hector had 
been recorded 
in someone’s 
public tree and he 
appeared to be a 
bachelor born in 
1892 (Bermondsey, 
Surrey) and was 
living in Mitcham 
Surrey when he 
signed up. One of 
the images posted 
by the family 
researcher asso-
ciated with Hector 
was of the ceramic 
poppies surrounding 
the Tower of London 
in recognition this 
year of the 100th 

anniversary.

Having now discovered some personal details of 
Hector and his life I decided to make the next step 
and contact the public tree researcher and ask for 

some further information and their relationship to 
Hector. Almost straight away I received a reply 

saying that Hector was their grandmother’s 
brother and wanting to know more.

In memory of Hector MAYS, and as a 
tribute to his sacrifice, I decided 
to restore the memorial plaque 
back to the family which was 
fitting with the 100th anniversary. 
Next came the most amazing 

coincidence – It transpires 
the researcher has three 

daughter’s and two are 
teachers with one 
being a primary 
school teacher 
who focuses on 

history and gave me 
the reassurance they 

will now treasure this 
plaque and perhaps it 
will be again used as a 

teaching resource to carry 
on the work of my mum.

Russ Middleton 
Membership Officer and Road Marshal

http://ww17.ancestory.co.uk/
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What makes us go to our ‘local’ Harley dealer?

Is it the tea and coffee the vending machine serves?

Or is it the service each client deserves?

It is the clothing, the club or the chrome,

Or is it just better than being at home?

It is the ride, well for us, they’re just handy,

Or is it the fact we can gaze at eye candy?

Well I don’t know really,

I’m sure you’ll agree,

That Guildford Harley,

are the best they can be!

Alexandra Oliver
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