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Welcome to the Winter 2013
edition of Hogsback News.
I was recently invited to join the
road crew when they met to plan
this years ride program and was
very impressed with the commitment and desire to provide a
calender full of events during the
coming season. You will find details of a number of
events that require registration throught the newsletter and on the website. The word is that you need to
get in quick if you do not want to miss out.
Having had a sneak peak at what is to come I can’t
wait for the weather to turn to get the S100 washed
off and for the fun to begin.
As we are experiencing a period of rotten weather
when not much riding is being done I have printed
the questions (and answers) to last years quiz.
Depending whether you attended you can either
re-live the experience or try it for the first tme
and get in the mood for the next one which is on
February club night.
If you have not already seen the details on the
website and would like someone to ‘Pimp your Ride’
with £5,000 of goodies head straight for Toby’s
report on page 10 for details.
Of course this is also the time of year where you
need to complete your renewal (due before 1st March
2014). Don’t forget that it costs more to renew if you
are late! Why not do it now - simply click the link to
the left and it will take you straight to the renewal
form.
Deadline for the Spring issue is Friday 4 April.

Paul

editor@hogsbackchapteruk.org

Click the box for your renewal form now!

Cover Photo: Hogsback at Brookwood Cemetery
Spooky Ride 27th October 2013
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Director
Dik Gregory
And the survey said …
Did you know that nearly a third of our 300 members
joined in the last 2 years? And did you also know
that more than fifty of our members are long timers
with more than 10 years in? And that compared
with when we last did our survey 3 years ago, even
more members like what the Chapter is about and
what we’re doing? Good to know we are all riding in
the same direction. True to that spirit, and informed
by some of your excellent ideas, the Road Crew
has just come up with a stonking programme for
2014 with rides and events that are sure to interest
members both new and old. It can be difficult to
appeal to the wide range and we’re glad that we
can - helped by a large number of committed Road
Crew.

Graham’s Road Crew Handbook, it seemed to go
pretty well and should help get them up to speed for
the new season. I will enjoy patching them up at a
forthcoming Chapter Night.
Robin and Axel’s Iron Hog initiative is really taking
off, putting Hogsback in the national HOG eye.
HOG UK has asked me to brief the well attended
Annual Directors meeting in Jan on how Iron Hog
works. Most of the other 30+ Chapter Directors will
be there and it looks like our home grown event
will attract increasing interest in this, its third year.
HOG UK love the idea since it’s where the national
Chapter Mileage Challenge meets iron butt - each
helping to give points (and sore backsides!) to the
other. Hogsback is very pleased this year to have
our Dealer Principal, Toby Sleeman, and HOG
Customer Experience Manager, UK & Ireland,
Marjorie Rae, joining myself, Robin, Axel and other
Hogsback members to take the Challenge, We are
shooting for all 28 dealerships and 1,800 miles in
60 hours. Like many, I am seeking to raise money
for charity on my ride. My support will go to Cancer
Research UK after the death of my brother last year
- details if you are interested on my Just Giving page
here: www.justgiving.com/Dik-Gregory - feel free to
donate!

So, congratulations to our newest Road Marshals Slap Anderson, Charlie Gordon, David Kemp, Nigel
Smith and Paul Taylor. They joined the rest of the
Road Crew for the annual planning meeting and
have already come up with some very good looking
rides. Variety - the spice of life.
To support them, Head Road Captain Graham
Woods, Safety Officer Car Christensen and
myself ran a new Hogsback Road Crew Induction
Course just before the planning meeting. Based on

We go forward into the New Year with an enthusiastic Road Crew, a varied and well populated ride
calendar, informed by a large membership, all raring
to roll out our bikes, crank them into life and, well,
ride. Now, if only it would stop raining…
Dik Gregory
Director and Road Captain
4
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Assistant Director
Dell Evans
2013 was a great year of riding for the chapter with
all that lovely sunshine (unless you went on Robin’s
rides of course). Hopefully 2014 will be as kind to
us as we have a very full program drafted for you.
All 24 active road crew spent 11th January going
through their proposals and arm wrestling over
dates – Ruth beat Steve every time. Bearing in mind
it is still in draft form and the team will have a fair bit
of arranging still in hand but here’s an overview of
how it stands at the moment.
15 Weekends + away with a selection of UK and
abroad rides to both rally’s and some event based
chapter tours. These all require pre registration via
the web site and most are numbers limited but if
they get full we hold a reserve list as it’s the norm
to get cancellations nearer the time. To get more
details follow the link which puts you in contact with
the ride leader and of course talk to them at club
nights.
We are planning 3 summer chapter BBQ’s one on
the beach another on a farm and one a joint chapter
shin-dig.

6
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67 day rides. As is the tradition Woody’s Nutcracker
gets the main season off to a start in early March
and we end with Andy England’s Remembrance
ride in November. In between a vast menu of
delights – many new rides some with scary names
like Walking the Dead and Slap’s Hot Rod ride and
mixed in some of the regular ones you said you
liked.
7 other events including GHD’s anniversary, the end
of season party and the LOH Buns & Bikes
Add in club nights and that’s a commitment of over
100 individual things we are putting on plus a few
summer evening rides yet to be arranged.
We do hope there is something in the program for
everyone. We took account of the feedback in the
chapter survey plus a big thank you to those who
sent me ideas and suggestions some of which have
been taken up.
Dell Evans
Assistant Director, Road Captain and
Ride Co-ordinator
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Assistant Director
Robin Seymour

I

t seems only a few moments since I was writing the
last article!

participation is purely voluntary and if you don’t want
to do it then don’t.

So much has gone on since then, the last few ride
outs, the end of season party complete with Toscars
(great idea Dell). More mileage than before, more
people joined the mileage challenge.

The ABC challenge is underway again and for those
who wish to do that there will be a new front sheet
of the new 2014 magazine on the HOG website for
you to download and start to collect your letters and
dealership visits. You have to go abroad to get a
town starting with an X and don’t forget to pick up
business cards when you visit a dealership.

I don’t think we will beat 1066 but we have a good
average mileage and that is good. What we need to
do in 2014 is to get as many members as we can to
join in and record their mileage for the chapter.
A couple of members have asked what HOG do with
the info on the sheet. If you think about it, they have
most of the info already, name, address etc. and the
dealership has a record of your mileage and most
probably volunteer that info in order to get your own
individual mileage badge. All we do for the Chapter
challenge is to collate it and have a bit of fun versus
the other chapters. If you change your bike don’t
forget to tell me the end mileage and start the new
one off.
Don’t forget that your hire bikes count as well; I just
need a copy of the paperwork. All of that said, your

8
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Sad Muppet that I am, I have a list of towns and
villages in northern Europe beginning with X. If you
want a copy just send me an email.
The ride schedule will be out completely soon and
you will be able to book your holidays! Some of the
weekend rides have had to be published, as they
were date sensitive and hotels / rally’s needed to be
booked.
There will be something for everyone in the program
as we do listen to you when putting things together.
I think it will be a great year and I look forward to
riding with you this year.
Robin Seymour
Assistant Director
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Guildford HD
Toby Sleeman
appy New Year. Another year has been and
gone in lightning time; but what a year 2013
was for us here at Guildford Harley-Davidson®!
The all new Project RUSHMORE Range was
unveiled and launched, the redesigned Fat Bob®,
the purchase of a new sister dealership ‘Black Bear
Harley-Davidson®’ in Newmarket, fantastic riding
weather throughout the majority of the year, the epic
ride to Rome for the 110th Anniversary of HarleyDavidson®, to name but a few!

because of time constraints or financial restrictions
you’ve not got quite as far as you’d hoped?

How can we top a year like 2013 I hear you ask?
Well we’re delighted to announce that HarleyDavidson® shall unveil more new models for the
Model Year 2014 with a launch at the dealership in
the Spring. Also in February we will have a Tri-Glide
demo. We will be getting this exciting new three
wheeler through our workshop as quickly as possible to get it registered and on the road, so should
you wish to arrange a demonstration ride, please
call Michael, Lieber or Steve on 01483 207222 and
they’ll be in touch as soon as it’s here! It’s only here
for a month so book early to avoid disappointment.

Call in and see us and we’ll help you choose your
dream Parts & Accessories from our massive 6
Million item catalogue, over a cup of coffee. We’ll
then officially enter your dream list along with your
answer to ‘My Harley-Davidson® is the coolest
Harley® around because…’

H

We’re just making arrangements at the moment for
our Birthday party in March, should you have any
idea’s which you’d like to share for improving this
years bash, drop your suggestions in an eMail to
ben@lind.co.uk, he’d be delighted to hear from you.
Of course, you’re all invited and will hear closer to
the time about the exact date.
For those of you who have a Harley® under two
years old, our latest competition could be right up
your street! How would you customise your Harley®
with £5,000? Did you dream about customising
your Harley® when you first ordered it, but perhaps

10
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If you bought your new Harley® within the last
two years and have a dream for its customisation
journey, then we may be able to turn that dream into
reality with up to £5,000 worth of Genuine Parts &
Accessories and a Master Technician to fit them all!
Be quick though as this promotion closes on the
27th of January.

Should you be one of two lucky winners, your bike
will be collected and taken to the MCN London
Show for a live makeover by Harley-Davidson®
Master Technicians in the Custom Zone. You’ve
got nothing to lose, come in and see us and you
could make your pride and joy even cooler! Start
your customisation journey today at Guildford
Harley-Davidson®.
We are looking forward to hosting Hogsback
Chapter Night at Guildford Harley-Davidson® on
Thursday 6th March; but naturally, don’t be a
stranger, feel free to call in at anytime!
I look forward to many miles of riding pleasure with
you throughout 2014!
Toby Sleeman
Guildford Harley Davidson®
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Head Photographer
Axel Thill

I

t’s early in 2014, and already one event chases
another. Club Night, New Year Ride, Ride Schedule
Planning and the quarterly Committee Meeting all in
the first half of January, this is the start of an exciting year. As you may know, we use SmugMug.com
as our Photo Gallery platform, and the transition in
November to their new engine was very smooth.
The new layout received some positive comments,
it’s good not getting too excited about it, as the
content is important, the photos we all take.
From the recent survey conducted among all
members, I liked one recurring idea, the request for
“interviews” with committee members, to understand
and see more on what is going on backstage in
the running of a Chapter. Along the lines of Woody
Allen’s fourth
film as director:
“Everything You
Always Wanted to
Know About Sex*
(*But Were Afraid
to Ask)”, I asked
my friend and our
new Assistant
Director Robin
to ask me some
questions on the
subject of Chapter
Photography. Here
are his questions
and my answers:
Robin: As Head
Photographer, are
you able to ensure
there is an official photographer on every ride?
Axel: Lets first clarify names and titles: in my book,
every member with a camera is a photographer,
some of them have been nominated and elected as
Chapter Photographer, and one of them is elected
“Head Photographer” for the period of 3 years, that
would be me presently.
On every Hogsback ride you have official roles,
like the “Ride Leader” and the important “Ride
Backmarkers”, and most of the Road Crew individuals assuming this role are known well in advance
of the ride. I would welcome for every ride a nominated “Ride Photographer” - with or without a
12
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Chapter Photographer patch - but to answer your
question: NO, I cannot ensure one for each ride
yet, though we are exchanging participation plans
among Chapter Photographers for the long weekend
rides. I hope that in the future, the role of a “Ride
Photographer” is recognised and can be filled and
advertised for most rides in advance.
Let’s not forget: we are a HOG Chapter enjoying
riding our Harley-Davidson motorcycles, we are not
a Photography Club, but nice photographic memories of a ride are the icing on the cake, and in over
120 events last year, just 3 had no photographic
coverage.
Robin: Should members still take their cameras?
Axel: Absolutely,
if you enjoy taking
photos, bring your
camera. There
is not just one
view of a ride, but
multiple angles,
and as each photo
should be telling a
story, bringing your
camera will allow
you to tell us your
view of the story.
Robin: How do I
become a Chapter
Photographer?
Axel: Well Robin,
I doubt you will ever become one, but good luck.
Joking aside, the first step is to bring your camera
on many rides. If your photos then tell a story, are
evocative and cover most actions and highlights of
a ride, you will be noticed. Feel free to discuss your
ambitions with other Chapter Photographers, and
you do not need to be a Chapter Photographer to be
on occasions the designated “Ride Photographer”. I
am happy to leave my camera in the bag more often
while concentrating on Road Crew duties.
Robin: How can members send their photo’s to you
for inclusion on the website and should they edit
them first?

Axel: If it’s less than 5 photos, please email them
to me, if it’s a larger set or a full coverage, I will
arrange a shared DropBox with you. In the last
3 years, we created over 50 shared folders with
Chapter members submitting their photos, everybody can submit their photos, do not be shy. Feel
free to edit them, and once you become a regular
source, I may encourage you to perform some
special editing like adding the Hogsback watermark.
But this is not crucial, I will do this for you, for now
enjoy taking and sharing your photos first. I try to
upload as many photos as possible to our Galleries,
but if 2 pictures are capturing pretty much the same
moment or motive, I will choose the one with the
higher quality in focus, depth of field, colour balance
and contrast, or I create 2 separate galleries with a
full ride coverage from different point of views.
Robin: Which format should I use, JPG etc.?
Axel: JPG please. The RAW format is too large
in size and different by camera maker. Please use
JPEG in its highest quality mode and resolution.
Feel free to crop
and align your
photos, but do
not compress or
scale down your
photos resolution.
Also, make sure
to keep a copy of
your photos, as I
will delete yours
from our shared
folder in DopBox
once processed
and uploaded.
Robin: I notice
some pictures
are in black and
white rather than
colour?
Axel: I have no problem with post production
editing, colour adjustments or black and white rendering. Let the artist inside you run wild from time
to time - if it’s in the interest of the story you want to
tell.
Robin: What is your opinion on “GoPro” cameras?
Axel: I use one myself from time to time, the
problem is to decide what to do with it. Using it as
a video camera is a different game, as post production is complex and very time consuming. I
often see riders filming their ride, but rarely see the
end results. You have 1 hour of footage and a very
challenging task to edit it down to 5 or 10 minutes

and add a catchy soundtrack. Video is very different from photography, and not my speciality or
passion. I use the GoPro Hero sometimes in photo
mode, letting it take 1 picture every 2 seconds.
The problem remains: 1 hour riding will yield 1,800
photos, and you now must find the 3-5 shots that
best represent the ride. This is a lot of work, but
sometimes worthwhile, you can see these GoPro
shots in some galleries, like those taken during our
ride from Salamanca to Cascais under your lead
or on the Dambuster ride in 2012. Remember: it is
more likely and easier to capture and maintain an
audience attention with a dozen good photos then
with a 5 min video.
Robin: Do I need a special camera?
Axel: no, feel free to use any camera you like, but
be careful with your equipment and protect your
camera from weather. Photos made by pillions are
a great addition, as they can show the group while
riding from a unique angle, but be conscious of your
safety while performing gymnastic exercises for the
best shot on the
back of your bike.
On sunny days,
even photos made
by mobile phones
can be interesting,
but for a full coverage they are less
suitable, as they
tend to perform
poorly under
cloudy conditions
or indoors. In 2014,
I will run a special
photo competition
for all members, for
pictures taken with
a mobile phone. It’s
called: “Show us your selfies!”. The rules are simple:
take photos of yourself, in riding gear but without
helmet and with Harley-Davidson motorcycles or
the ride destinations (dealership, castle, museum,
rally, pub at Club Night) in the background, and send
them in. Check out more details on the website and
photo galleries.
Enough questions for today, I am happy to answer
more of them publicly or in private, but first they
must be asked. Until then enjoy the rides and their
photographic memories.
Axel Thill
Head Photographer
Hogsback News Winter 2013
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Safety Officer

1) What does a round road sign, with a white border,
with 30 written in white on it with a light blue background mean?

2) When you approach a stop sign / stop sign markings on the road at a junction what MUST you do?

Answer:

Answer:

Minimum speed permitted in miles per hour, unless
it is impracticable or unsafe to comply. The following sign denotes the end of the minimum speed
requirement.

Stop and Give way: You must stop before crossing
the transverse line on the road and ensure the way
is clear before entering the major road.

Carl Christensen

W

ith Christmas now passed and the new riding
season not so far away we can all look forward
(after the floods have receded) to a great year’s
riding. Of course my approach to everyone’s enjoyment is to ensure to the best of my ability that you
enjoy a SAFE one. Whether running New Members’
ride days or assisting with other Road Crew to
create a safe riding policy I am always available
to offer best practice for safe group riding to any
member.

and roundabouts the rule is straight on, if there’s
no drop! If you are in doubt when approaching a
junction and there is no clear indication of which
direction the ride has gone, STOP, where safe to do
so until the next rider comes along. Don’t guess the
direction as not only will/could you be going in the
wrong direction but so will/ could all those following
you! Eventually the Sweepers will arrive and they
will know the correct route and will direct you.
2. Overtaking in group riding

In the recent survey, several points were raised
on our group riding policy. I would like cover two
sources of doubt or misunderstanding so we all
start the new season all facing the same direction as
you might say!

We don’t encourage overtaking other bikes in the
group as we don’t want the ride to end up as a race!
However, there are situations and conditions where
overtaking is acceptable and would be a safe option.
Here are two examples.

1.Drop offs
These are requested by the ride leader at the
appropriate point to give the best guidance for the
following members to clearly see the direction of the
ride. In choosing the exact spot to stop the dropped
rider must take into account (the road surface,
kerb angle, and moving traffic around you, speed
etc.) as it is their decision (with experience you’ll
know where is best) about where to stop. If you feel
uncomfortable or in danger, move to a safer location
or don’t stop. The next rider should see what’s happening and find a more suitable spot in your place.
This means you being aware of what’s happening in
front of you. If you are second bike then you know
that you are about to be dropped so please keep
alert. Importantly the third bike should be ready to
jump in if the bike in front is unable for whatever
reason to stop and show the group the correct
direction.
This is all about being aware of what’s going on as
part of the ride and not just being ‘number readers’
as I call them. Your safety and that of the people
around you is paramount.
Here’s the bit that some of you might not have come
across before: ‘no drop off required’. If the lead rider
can see the Sweepers when entering a junction or
a change of direction is required by the group, then
he may choose NO drop off. This may occur especially often when only half a dozen bikes or so are in
the ride or at a large open interchange. The rule of
straight ahead at traffic lights (please DO NOT jump
red lights to keep up) is a good one. At crossroads
14
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A. Overtaking other vehicles on multiple lanes. If
you are overtaking a lorry and the bike in front of
you has not left enough of a gap for you to get back
in after your overtake, it may be best to accelerate
past the group and re-join at a point where it is safe
to do so, even if it means going past the lead rider.
Don’t leave yourself stranded in an overtaking lane
with vehicles backing up behind you.
B. Overtaking slower riders. A rider in front of you
may be leaving a very large gap between them
and the bike in front. They or their bike may have a
problem. Either way, you should feel free to overtake
positively when it’s safe to do so. Eventually the rider
with the problem will find themselves in front of the
Sweepers who will look after them.
While I have tried to cover the main points on these
two subjects, circumstances will always throw up a
scenario which requires a good judgment call at that
time. What ever you decide make it a safe choice
and ensure it does not impede other road users.
Enjoy 2014 with all the new ride outs on our website.
We shall be having another slow riding course this
year, so watch out for dates and details.
Finally the answers to my questions in the last issue
can be found opposite.
Safe riding!
Remember – take opportunities not chances!
Carl Cristensen
Safety Officer
Hogsback News Winter 2013
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Ladies of Harley
Ruth Palmer

S

tart of a new year and lots to look forward too some great rides and trips coming up.

Starting early Ladies we have a social event Feb 12th
- come and have a laugh and chat over a Meal at The
Percy Arms, Chilworth, GU4 8NP, 01483 561765 (
7:15pm for 7:30pm).
E- MAIL ME IF YOU CAN MAKE IT
Then we have the BUNS and BIKES (we have done
the beards!) at the Dealership on February 15th
at 11:00am. Come along and join in the fun, all for
Beating Bowel Cancer. Music and a raffle too. If you
can help and make buns even better.
E.MAIL ME IF YOU CAN HELP THAT DAY.
I shall be organising another TASTER SESSION at
RIDESURE for those ladies who would like to have a
go on a bike.
E.MAIL ME IF YOU ARE INTERESTED.
See you all soon
Ruth Palmer
LOH Officer
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Charity Officer
Roger Bonnici

W

e had a great year of fundraising last season
and we hope to carry on this year doing the
same.
We presently have over £400.00 sitting in the charity
account but I am sure the coffers will swell again as
we continue this season with our generosity at club
nights and Beaky’s Surrey HD Bootsale in Dorking
on April 6th (the website will have details soon).
Don’t forget to purchase, if there are any remaining,
Roger Ferris’ double CD, ‘Hardly Dangerous’ from
Katie at the dealership for just £10 of which £7 goes
to our charities. Let’s support Roger’s efforts and
also benefit our fundraising.
If you didn’t know, I was involved in ‘Decembeard’
on behalf of ‘Beating Bowel Cancer’, one of our
charities, and had the whole ‘hedge’ trimmed and
shaved off at the January 2nd Club night at The
Grantley Arms. View the blood letting here:

http://hogsbackchapteruk.smugmug.com/2014/
Club-Night-2-Jan-2014
My thanks to Sweeney Morss (Road Captain) and
Cutthroat Emma (The Grantley Arms)
So far, I have managed to raise £402.00. My page is
still open for donations though until end of February:
Justgiving.com/rogerbonnici
Please do visit and be generous if you haven’t done
so already. My eyebrow is still attempting to grow
back.
A very big thank you to all of you who have donated
so far and please do inform me if you are involved
with any fundraising for charities yourselves.
Look forward to see you all soon in drier climes.
Roger Bonnici
Charity Officer & Road Captain

CD One:
Electronically Speaking

CD Two:
Acoustically Yours

1. Gonna Get You
2. Load The Gun
3. Don’t Look Back
4. Sole Soul Survivor
5. Sands of Time
6. Cant Sleep at Night
7. God in a Bottle
8. Feeling Blue.

1. Send Me A Sign
2. Fool For Your Love
3. Lady Barbara
4. Charlie Ray
5. Feelings
6. Unlucky Thirteen
7. Just Say….I Do….
8. Jemma Noodles.

All songs written and performed
18
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Webmaster
Czes Wicherek
What’s happened to the Chapter Website?!
On the 3rd January, I put the new look website live which some of you may have noticed! Since being
appointed the Chapter webmaster early in 2012, I have made a number of subtle changes to improve the
look and feel of the website but have been careful not to make any radical changes simply for the sake of it
as I felt that the look and feel of the site was distinctive and totally in keeping with the Harley image.
However there were a number of things that needed to be revised some in response to changes in technology where the old system has become redundant or new better functionality has become available, and
other occasions simply to improve the quality and presentation of the information displayed on the site.
Many of the changes I have made to the site are ‘under the bonnet’ as it were so I won’t go into those in
detail here but suffice to say my objective in making those changes has been to simplify the underpinnings
of the site to make it more reliable and easier to administer.

Mobile phone view

Standard desktop view

Another significant change many will have noticed is that the colour of the text and backgrounds has been
reversed. This has been done to make it easier to read especially on the smaller screens.

There have also been a number of visible changes!
As you can see from the pictures below, the design of the Home page has evolved over the last two years.
Some changes have been small. For instance, at the beginning of 2012 the website appeared on the left of
the screen and now it is centred. Other changes have been made to make the site as current and fresh as
possible such as the inclusion of the twitter feed.

White text on black background

January 2012
January 2013
January 2014
Perhaps the most significant changes have been necessitated by the way Chapter members now access
the site. By and large, there have rarely been access problems looking at the site via the traditional medium
of a web browser on a desktop PC but with the development of hand held devices and smart phones, the
need for the website to be able to cope with different platforms has become more apparent – most recently
when members with i-phones running ios7 had difficulties being able to access the website towards the end
of 2013.

Black text on white background

The overall layout of the website has remained the same with the initial pages (now featuring a black, gold
and white colour scheme) being accessible to the general public, and the Members pages only accessible
to members who have logged on and featuring a black, red and white colour scheme.
There were some issues with the logon mechanism towards the end of last year but these have been
sorted out now and the existing system has been retained for the time being though a replacement is being
investigated.

The different platforms also posed problems with dependant programs such as flash not working on some
platforms and as a consequence, I have had to change the way in which the pictures work on the home
page to overcome this.
The increased use of smaller devices to view information on the website has meant that the old website
became virtually unreadable on these devices without having to manually increase the size of the text on
the screen; a cumbersome process with the results rarely being satisfactory. So I devised a way that the
website would resize itself depending on the size and orientation of the platform.
Now the information on a page reformats itself automatically to suit the platform making it easier for
members to read. This is most obvious when you compare the view on a mobile phone to the layout on a
standard desktop. However, this is an ongoing process and I expect to tweak the site still further over the
coming months.
20
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There have been a number of changes to the options in the Members Area:
•

Market Place replaces the For Sale and Wanted options.

•

There is an additional option > Weekends that contains all the information relating to the weekend
rides.

•

The Who’s Who option is new and is being developed in response to requests for such functionality
from the membership.
Hogsback News Winter 2013
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Have you got your copy of the chapter calender for 2014?
Available from the dealership at just £5 each

The current offering is designed to work by selecting a name to see the face with the names being sorted in
first name order rather than by surname. Please note that the first name you opt to have in the list should
be the name you want to be known by in the club and not necessarily your real name!
This directory will require a bit of organising as well as the permission and co-operation of members who
wish to appear in it as apart from anything else, they will need to have their photograph taken. Following
initial feedback, this functionality maybe extended to allow members to select by picture to see the name,
much in the same way as the Officers page currently works.
Each page of the website has been revised so please let me know if you spot any broken links or typos. I
expect to introduce a number of subtle enhancements to the site during the course of the year and I hope
that members will agree that these are changes for the better.
Finally, your thoughts and ideas on how to improve things are most welcome, though they are always more
favourably received if accompanied with a pint of bitter!
Czes Wicherek
Webmaster
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W

ith the prospect of a 04:30 departure on Friday
6th GHD club night on Thursday wasn’t quite
so attractive, but the thought of winning an ‘archer’
(look it up I’m not explaining here!) and the prospect
of that as spending money took most of us along.
Needless to say none of us won it (well done Andy
spend it well). A few returned to crash (not on their
bikes) at Jayne’s house which looked like a YMCA
or was it a care home?
My alarm was set for 03:10 (ouch) as usual when I
get up at that time I was awake before it went off.
Nick ‘the stitch’ was picking me up just after 4 with
Graham. He phoned about ten to, good job I was
ready(ish). Jayne’s house already looked like Jessie
J had been around to turn the lights
on after finishing at Oxford
Street. Knowing it could
be difficult to find
the rear entrance
to Jayne’s I
went to locate
those parking
up there. Pete
(John) Fitz and
Anton arrived
and we waited
for John (Pete (ask
Jayne)) Greenwood
to arrive. He duly did and
promptly drove straight past me
doing two circuits of the local area before
finally parking (must have been a spectre of Cliff
around somewhere?). He then told me he thought I
was working there (at 04:30?) and didn’t recognise
me! Well must have been very dark.
04:40 after failing dismally to avoid making too much
noise we all board the minibus. All I can think about
is ‘one flew over the cuckoo’s nest’, all it needed was
the straight jackets (note to self budget for those
next year). Phil takes the first driving shift. Off we
go out onto the A3 hit 60mph and then stay there
(WTF?) bloody thing’s speed restricted we can’t
go over 60. Most of our ‘inmates’ crash out. Jayne,
Phil and I in the front get to listen to the delights of
Vanessa Feltz on radio 2. We arrive at ET in plenty
of time for our 06:50 train and Starbucks beckons
where I have great delight in always giving my name
as Dave and then forgetting I’ve done it. We emerge
from the tunnel in France (somewhere) at around
08:25 local time.

24

Hogsback News Winter 2013

The plan get some miles in and stop for some
brekkie. Around 2 hours later we stop (no idea
where but on the E40) time for some brekkie.
Suddenly realised the poor woman at the café was
cooking and taking the money but she was very efficient at it and wasn’t phased by 13 in one hit.
So after a tank empty and refill (not the minibus) I
take the next stint. Then we get under ‘Garmined’
when it decides we should take a route through
Antwerp instead of around it. Driving through cities I
don’t know is not my favourite pastime even less so
in a long wheelbase minibus.
Whilst trying to get around some ‘plonker’ who’d
parked his SUV and trailer blocking the
road I managed to completely
miss the tram that was
heading for us straight
on. I won just. We
get a bit held up
in Antwerp not
really surprising.
Anyway eventually we make
it out and back
on the motorway.
Two hours further
on and ready for
another swop and tank
drain. Most decide to water a
Dutch forest (some could have put out a
forrest fire). Another stop to fill the expensive tank
and I take the last leg. We lost a good 1 ½ hours.
One due to the 60mph restriction and the rest due
to traffic / Antwerp diversion. Anyway we decide
that a visit to HD Bielefeld would be sensible first.
We reach there around 16:30 and it’s snowing. It’s a
big dealership with a lot of space (we then discover
they’d taken 30 bikes to the show). They make us
feel quite welcome and allow us to sit on the custom
bikes that say “don‘t touch”. A few small purchases
and we set off for the hotel “Arcadia” which is only
around 15mins away
There’s always the concern you haven’t got the
rooms right or the booking has been lost but happily
it was all in place. The major challenge was getting
into the room. This involved entering a metal plate
as the key, pushing it down whilst twisting the knob
and then pulling out the knob after it has engaged.
Maybe they thought ‘Slap’ was a German version of

Richard O’Brien on the Crystal Maze? But it’s a nice
location and the rooms are fine. We freshen up and
pop out for a well earned chow down at Vapiano’s
(there are two in London). Those that haven’t been
I highly recommend it. Good choice of Italian food
and each person gets a card for your tab, so you
pay for what you have and avoid the ‘ But I didn’t
have a pudding’ syndrome.
08:30 Sat. Off to the show. It’s cold and starts
snowing (glad we didn’t ride). To be honest I was
never considering it. Show doesn’t open until 09:45
so we mill around with the locals all intrigued by
the ‘cuts’. Paul goes on a ‘rekkie’ and finds there’s
food stalls and coffee by the main entrance so we
head that way. A rather large Wurstel and a coffee
cure the temperature for a while. Then the doors
open. There’s a big queue to get in so we all go
around the side and find another entrance not so
crowded. We’re
in. If it was a
film it would
be ‘Hogsback
and the Bike
Factory’ not
sure who would
be Johnny
Depp. I’d never
seen a bike
show like it. We
make a plan
to meet a 1pm
as we know
we’ll all get split
up. Slap, Mick
P and myself
set off on our
adventure and
quite honestly
you don’t know
where to look
first there’s so much to see. One thing the Germans
do like is V-rods and there’s no shortage here but
there are all the other models in various elaborate
disguises.
You can pass the same stand later in the day and
see completely different things you’d missed on the
first time round. Mick P found some other things that
attracted his attention (and so did I) this meant Slap
and I kept losing him (so we intend to take some
reigns next time for the Pheromone Ferret). It’s a
huge show and there’s always something going on.
The only criticism is there aren’t many places to eat
or sit down inside the show. We met at 1pm and
arranged to meet again at 4pm. There was an after
show party but we didn’t have tickets and it was at
a different location. That included a band and some

male entertainment but the general opinion was
most were too tired to bother going back later. We
had another meal at Vapiano’s as it was reasonable
and very easy to manage also not booking with 13 is
of course a problem anywhere else on a Sat night.
A collective decision was to try and get an earlier
train back on Sunday knowing we had a long
journey in the minibus. So we agree to depart
at 08:30 and stick to it. I take the first shift and
promptly slightly remodel a tree behind the minibus
I couldn’t see. 10:30 was the planned time to stop
for breakfast. That came and went not a stop in
sight.11 came along and we’re into Holland. We stop
for fuel and raid the shop with not much to choose
from. After leaving we pass BK, MD’s and Domino’s
amongst many others only a few miles further on.
Slaps ready to kill. It’s Sunday and the roads are
great compared to the Friday mostly empty of artics.
We make good
time and get
back to Calais
ET around
15:15. Our train
is 19:20 but
we manage
to change to
16:20. Then
came Border
Control. The
French didn’t
care (why
would they?).
A nice looking
French Girl
directed us to
lane 4 for UK
Border Control.
At which point
an English
voice from
inside the booth said “What are you doing in this
lane? You need to change” to which I replied we had
been directed to come into that lane and how was I
supposed to reverse will a queue behind me. At this
point he decided it was a better idea to phone the
booth 100yards in front of him and ‘bollock’ them
instead of processing our passports. Eventually he
conceded that he’d have to process us and did so.
You always know when you’re getting near Britain.
All in all we had a lot of fun, some very beautiful
bikes and girls. It was tiring and a long way in a
minibus (especially at 60, mph not age!). Would I do
it again you bet bring on Dec 5-7 2014 !!
Crippo
Road Marshall & Activities Officer.
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Back Issues
Paul Treacher
Can you help?
Following the last committee meeting it was agreed that we (I) would endeavour to obtain copies of old
newsletters which I would then scan and convert to PDF in order that these can be added to the web-site.
To date I have obtained a good number of back issues from Roger Ferris (RF) and Steve Cork (SC) (see
list on next two pages). The first batch will be added to the website by the time you read this with the rest
following as fast as I can do them!
Do you have any not listed that you would be happy to lend me for this purpose?
If so please email me at Paul.Treacher@hogsbackchapteruk.org
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Title

Issue

Supplied By

Notes

Continued from page 28

The Surrey HOG Newsletter

April 1997

RF

Title

Issue

The Surrey HOG Newsletter

May 1997

RF

Torque

Issue No.1 2001

SC

The Surrey HOG Newsletter

June 1997

RF

Torque

Issue 2 March 2001

SC

The Surrey HOG Newsletter

July 1997

RF

Torque

Issue 3 April 2001

SC

The Surrey HOG Newsletter

August 1997

RF

Torque

Issue 4 May / June 2001

SC

The Surrey HOG Newsletter

September 1997

RF

Torque

July 2001

SC

The Surrey HOG Newsletter

Oct / Nov 1997

RF

Torque

August 2001

SC

The Surrey HOG Newsletter

Dec 1997 / Jan 1998

RF

Torque

September 2001

SC

The Surrey HOG Newsletter

February / March 1998

RF

Torque

October 2001

SC

The Surrey HOG Newsletter

April 1998

RF

Incomplete - Do you have a complete one?

Torque

Christmas 2001

SC

The Surrey HOG Newsletter

May June 1998

RF

Printed May but amended to June by Hand

Torque

January 2002

SC

The Surrey HOG Newsletter

Nov / Dec 1998

RF

Torque

February / March 2002

SC

The Surrey HOG Newsletter

Last Issue of 1998

RF

Torque

April 2002

SC

Flywheel

Issue No. 1 1999

RF

Torque

May 2002

SC

Flywheel

Issue No. 2 1999

SC

Torque
Not Dated
		

SC

Flywheel

Issue No.3 1999

SC
Torquetivities

October 2002

SC

Flywheel

Issue No. 4 1999

RF
Torque

December / January 2002 SC

Flywheel

Issue No.5 1999

SC
Torquetivities

January 2003

SC

Flywheel

Issue No.6 1999

SC
Torque

Spring 2003

SC

Flywheel

Issue No 7 1999

SC
Torquetivities

July 2003

SC

Flywheel

Issue No. 8 1999

SC
Torquetivities

October 2003

SC

Flywheel

Issue No. 9 1999

SC
Torque

November 2003

SC

Flywheel

Issue No.1 2000

SC
Torquetivities

Jan / Feb 2004

SC

Flywheel

Issue No.2 2000

SC
Torque

March 2004

SC

Flywheel

Issue No.3 2000

SC
Torquetivities

April 2004

SC

Flywheel

Issue No.4 2000

SC
Torque

June 2004

SC

Flywheel

Issue No. 5 2000

SC
Torquetivities

July 2004

SC

Flywheel

Issue No.6 2000

SC
Torque

September 2004

SC

Flywheel

Issue No.7 2000

SC
Torque

December 2004

SC

Flywheel

Issue No.8 2000

SC
Torque

March 2005

SC

Flywheel

Issue No.9 2000

SC
Torquetivities

Spring 2005

SC

Flywheel

Issue No.10 2000

RF

Flywheel

Issue No.1 2001

RF

Supplied By

Summer 2005 onwards		

Notes

Assumed June or July 2002 based on
activities listed

Already available on website

Continued on page 29
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Hogsback Quiz 2013
The Questions
For those who missed it (and those who enjoyed it so much they want to re-live the experience) here are
the questions from our quiz night of 2nd May 2013.
Round One is Norman’s Round
Q1: What size fuse should be fitted to an electric Kettle?
A: 5 amp

B: 10amp

C:13amp

Q2: In what sport is a bomber used?
A: Fishing

B: Hand Gliding

C: Diving

B: Golf

C: Bowls

Q3 In what sport is a Jack used?
A: Billards

Q4: How many bubbles in an unopened bottle of Champagne?
A: None

B: 1500000

C: Too many to count

Q5: Which is the correct wiring of a British plug, is it?
A: Earth = Blue
B: Earth = Brown
C: Earth = Green / Yellow

Neutral = Green / yellow
Neutral = Blue
Neutral = Blue

Live = Brown
Live = Green / yellow
Live = Brown

B: Fruit Salad

C: Apple Pie

Q6: Fruits-de-Mer in French is?
A: Seafood

Q7: For what birds did we put up bird boxes for?
A: Kestrel

B: Sparrow Hawk

C: Osprey

Q8: As a Motorcycle rider which lane can you use?
A: Crawler lane

B: Tram lane

C: Cycle Lane

Q9: What should you clean your visor or goggles with?
A: White spirit

B: Anti freeze

C: Soapy water

Q10: Which ancestor of Noah is also the name of an oversized Champagne bottle than holds six
litres
A: Methuselah

B: Balthazar

C: Nebuchadnezzar

Round Two is the Music Round
Q1: The Four Seasons had a prolific string of hits. Who was principally responsible for writing their
songs? Was it
A: Bob Gaudio

B: Antoni Gaudi

C: Tommy DeVito

Q2: The Monkees had a hit with, “I’m A Believer”, but who wrote this song?
A: Micky Dolenz
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B: Bob Dylan

C: Neil Diamond
Hogsback News Winter 2013

31

Q3: The song, “I’m Free”, was written and performed in 1965 by which well-known rock band?

Q9: How many different styles of T-shirt are displayed in our T-shirt tower ?

A: The Who

A: 12

B: The Rolling Stones

C: Free

B: 16

Q4: The emerging E-Street Band produced which rock classic song in 1975?

Q10: What is the on the road price of a Street Bob Ltd Edition?

A: Thunder In The Glens

A: £11,450

B: Thunder Road

C: Rolling Thunder

Q5: Many tribute bands have played at SOFER over the nine years, but which successful artist performed as himself?
A: Neil Young

B: Paul Young

C: Kim Jong-un

B: £11,445

Q1: What nickname was given to the day when over £100 billion was wiped off the value of the
shares in the City of London ?
A: Black Monday

A: Accordion

Q2: What does the acronym SCUBA stand for?

C: Melodeon

Q7: Legend has it that Nero played with himself while Rome burned, was it on his?
A: Chaise longue

B: Viola

C: Fiddle

C: £11,455

Round Four is General Knowledge

Q6: Mark Herbert is well-known in the Hogsback Chapter for playing which instrument?
B: Pedestrian

C: 20

B: Black Wednesday

C: Black Friday

A: Self Contained User Breathing Apparatus
B: Self Contained Underwater Breathing Apparatus
C: Self Controlled User Breathing Apparatus

Q8: The first symbol used on written sheet music to designate scale is?

Q3: What word is used in International radio communications to denote the letter “L”?

A: Treble clef

A: Lido

B: Ampersand

C: Quaver

Q9 Garage Band is ?
A: A genre of music

B: Computer software

C: A song by Blue

B: Harmonica

C: Pina Colada

Q1: How many models are there in the current Sportster range of motorcycles?
B: 7

C: 8

B: Class 3

C: Class 7

Q3: What is the EC regulation for motorcycle safety helmets in the UK ?
A: ECE 22-04

B: ECE 22-05

C: ECE 22-06

B: 3

C: 5

B: Hog wrench

C: Oil filter wrench

Q6: What is the name of the Sales Administrator at Guildford H-D?
A: Melody

B: Melissa

C: Melanie

Q7: How many leather jackets did H-D introduce for the 110th Anniversary ?
A: 1

B: 2

C: 3

B: Purple
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B: Edward

C: Harold

C: Blue

B: Steve Cork

C: Yeti

B: Grouse

C: Stoop

Q8: What is the Actor’s Union known as ?
A: Equity

B: Teamsters

C: TGWU

Q9: What letter represents the number 500 in Roman numerals?
B: D

C: F

Q10: Tsar Kolokol in Moscow is the World’s largest what ?
B: Bell

C: Mausoleum

Round 5 was a listening round so is omitted here.
The questions in Round Six are from the Harley-Davidson Model Brochure for 2005 !
Q1: How many Sportster variants were on sale that year ?
A: 4

B: 5

C: 6

Q2: According to the catalogue which bike had the lowest seat height?
B: FLSTFSE Fatboy

C: FLHTCSE Electra Glide 2

Q3: How many colours did the Night Train come in?
A: 2
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C: Band Aid

Q7: Which one word can mean all the following: a water bird, to bend down, or zero score?

A: FLSTNI Softail Deluxe

Q8: What colour are the Multi-fit pages in the H-D parts catalogue?
A: Orange

A: Beti

A: Tube station

Q5: What is the name of the tool used to remove an oil filter?
A: Monkey wrench

A: George

A: C

Q4: How many funnels do you get in the H-D Road Funnel Kit ?
A: 1

B: Legal Aid

Q5: By what first name is a plane’s automatic pilot commonly known ?

A: Duck

Q2: What class of MOT are we able to offer at the dealership?
A: Class 1

A: Live Aid

Q6: By what other name is the abominable snowman also known as ?

Round Three Is the Dealership Round

A: 6

C: Lita

Q4: Which scheme allows a person’s legal costs to be paid by public funds?

Q10: In Kriss Kristopherson’s song, “Me and Bobby McGee”, he pulled his harpoon out of his dirty
red bandana, to what was he referring?
A: Jew’s harp

B: Lima

B: 3

C: 4
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Q10: Which famous English player had a 93 Knucklehead custom made for him ?

Q4: Which model families did not feature fuel injection ?
A: None, they all featured it

B: Sportster

C: All except V-Rod

B: Night Train

C: Softail Deuce

Q6: Which bike has the lowest lean angle to the right ?
A: Dyna Low Rider

B: Softail Deluxe

B: Softail Standard

C: Heritage Softail Classic

C: Electra Glide Standard

B: Glacier white pearl

C: Brilliant silver pearl

Q9 Which of the following was the longest bike ?
A: Softail Springer Classic

B: VRSB V-Rod

Q10 Which is the lightest of the following bikes ?
A: Dyna Super Glide Custom

B: Dyna Super Glide Sport

A: Some like it hot

B: Michael Collins

B: The Misfits

B: Principle

B: Mandarin

Q1: Liverpool FC’s signature song “You’ll Never Walk Alone” stems from which Rodgers &
Hammerstein musical ?

Q7: Billy Bishop, Roland Garros and Mick Mannock are all what?

C: South Pacific

Q2: Which national team introduced ‘Total Football’ at the 1974 World Cup?
A: Brazil

B: Germany

C: Holland

C: Razor

C:Trifoliate

Q6: Which fashion designer is associated with the invention of the mini skirt and hot pants?
A: André Courèges

B: Oklahoma!

C: The Seven Year Itch

Q5: What kind of orange is used to flavour Earl Grey tea?

Round 7 is the obligatory football trivia round!

A: Carousel

C: Neil Armstrong

Q4: The rule of thumb telling us that the simplest explanation is more likely to be the correct one is
known as Ockham’s what ?

A: Bergamot
C: Dyna Wide Glide

C: View to a Kill

Q3: Spats Columbo is the bad guy in which popular Marilyn Monroe film ?

A: Law
C: Screamin’ Eagle V-Rod

B: Live and Let Die

Q2: Which Apollo 11 astronaut did not set foot on the moon ?
A: Buzz Aldrin

Q8: The Road King Custom appeared in eight different colours in 2005 but which one below is not
one of them?
A: Black cherry pearl

C: Gary Lineker

Q1: Which James Bond theme song was the only one to reach number one in the US charts ?
A: Diamonds are Forever

Q7: Which of the following bikes had the biggest fuel capacity ?
A: Dyna Wide Glide

B: David Beckham

Round eight is General Knowledge

Q5: Which bike has the highest lean angle to the left ?
A: Dyna Super Glide Sport

A: Alan Shearer

A: Speciality cheeses

B: Mary Quant

B: Tennis venues

C: Yves St. Laurent

C: WW1 Flying Aces

Q8: The ghost town of Pripyat is found in which country?
A: Belarus

B: Latvia

C: Ukraine

Q3: For another point, in which country was the 1974 World Cup held?

Q9: Which famous phrase stems from the doomed troops on board the sinking ship HMS
Birkenhead ?

A: Mexico

A: Jump ship

B: West Germany

C: Argentina

Q4: Which Dutch footballer earned the nickname ‘Llama’ after spitting on the West German striker
Rudi Völler in a 1990 World Cup game ?
A: Marco van Basten

B: Frank Rijkaard

B: Rats abandon a sinking ship

C: Women and children first

Q10: Finally, which of the following was NOT a King of Gwynedd?
A: Cadfael the Battle-Shirker

B: Merfyn the Freckled

C: Rhodri the Goat

C: Ruud Gullit

Q5: Which Cameroonian footballer is the only African to have played in four World Cups?
A: Nwankwo Kanu

B: Roger Milia

C: Rigobert Song

Q6: There are 20 teams in the Premier League, but how many are there in the Championship?
A: 20

B: 22

C: 24

Q7: Which English football club is said to have won the 1966 World Cup?
A: Leeds United

B: Manchester United

C: West Ham United

Q8: How many different nationalities are represented in the Premier League?
A: 74

B: 75

C: 76

Q9: Which current league club plays its home games at Highbury ?
A: Arsenal Ladies
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B: Dagenham & Redbridge

C: Fleetwood Town
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Hogsback Quiz 2013
The Answers
Round 1
Q1: C, 13amp
Q4: A, None
Q6: A, Seafood
Q9: C, Soapy Water

Q2: A, Fishing
Q3: C, Bowls
Q5: C, Earth = Green/yellow Neutral=Blue & Live=Brown
Q7: A, Kestrel
Q8 A, Crawler Lane
Q10: A, Methuselah

Round 2
Q1: A, Bob Gaudio
Q4: B, Thunder Road
Q7: C, Fiddle
Q10: B, Harmonica

Q2: C, Neil Diamond
Q5: B, Paul Young
Q8: A, Treble clef

Q3: B, The Rolling Stones
Q6: C, Melodeon
Q9: B, Computer software

Q2: A, Class 1
Q5: C, Oil filter wrench
Q8: C, Blue

Q3: B, ECE 22-05
Q6: C, Melanie
Q9: A, 12

Round 3
Q1: C.,8
Q4: B,3
Q7: B,2
Q10: B,£11,445
Round 4
Q1: A, Black Monday
Q3: B, Lima
Q6: C, Yeti
Q9: B, D

Q2: B, Self Contained Underwater Breathing Apparatus
Q4: B, Legal Aid
Q5: A, George
Q7: A, Duck
Q8: A, Equity
Q10: B, Bell

Round 6
Q1: A, 4
Q4: B, Sportster
Q7: A, Dyna Wide Glide
Q10: A, Dyna Super Glide Custom

Q2: C, FLHTCSE Electra Glide 2
Q5: A, Dyna Super Glide Sport
Q8: C, Brillant Silver Pearl

Q3: B, 3
Q6: B, Softail Deluxe
Q9: B, VRSB V-Rod

Q2: C, Holland
Q5: C, Rigobert Song
Q8: A, 74

Q3: B, West Germany
Q6: C, 24
Q9: C, Fleetwood Town

Q2: B, Michael Collins
Q5: A, Bergamot
Q8: C, Ukraine

Q3: A, Some like it hot
Q6: B, Mary Quant
Q9: C, Women and children first

Round 7
Q1: A, Carousel
Q4: B, Frank Rijkaard
Q7: C, West Ham United
Q10: B, David Beckham
Round 8
Q1: C, View to a Kill
Q4: C, Razor
Q7: C, WW1 Flying Aces
Q10: C, Rhodri the Goat
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