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Welcome to the Spring 2013 
edition of Hogsback News which 
is of course my first issue as 
editor. Due to the great British 
weather we have been enjoying 
the riding season has yet to get 
underway for many of us and of 
course very few rides have taken 
place to date (end March) as 
some have had to be cancelled 
so we do not have many reports 

in this issue. However Cliff and Robin have submit-
ted articles about two weekend trips to Belgium and 
Scotland where there is (possibly) still room should 
you wish to join them. For those of you who have yet 
to go away with the chapter I can thoroughly rec-
ommend these trips, they are a great way for new 
members to get to know people and get more from 
your chapter membership. 

On page 17 you will find details of this year’s 
Chapter Challenge and how we can earn extra miles 
so if you have yet to register please do so ASAP and 
let’s see if we can win it this year!

I am sure you all enjoy the ride-outs and appreci-
ate the time and effort that the road crew put into 
organising these. I am sure you also like to read 
the reports in the newsletter however this relies on 
somebody being prepared to take the time to write 
one. I am sure you will agree that having organised 
the rides for us it would be unfair to also expect the 
road crew to write a report. I should therefore be 
grateful that if you have had a great time on a ride 
you consider submitting a report. 

In addition to reports on Chapter rides if you under-
take any trips of your own and would like to share 
the experience then a few words accompanied by 
any pictures would be very welcome. 

Deadline for the Summer issue is Friday 5 July.

Paul
editor@hogsbackchapteruk.org

Cover Photo: 
Cliffs’ CVO in Windsor 
(Back to College ride - 22 July 2012)

mailto:editor@hogsbackchapteruk.org
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Assistant Director 
Dell Evans

Director 
Dik Gregory

On with the 
old and out 
with the new
Five years ago, 
with the launch 

of Guildford Harley-Davidson, Hogsback became 
the continuation of the official, dealer-sponsored 
HOG Chapter in Surrey. We originally got kickstarted 
into life on 31 Oct 1991 as Surrey Chapter UK (aka 
Surrey HOG), which makes us the second oldest 
Chapter in the UK (Rollings Hills of Cheltenham pre-
dates us by 18 months).

Now, in 2013, it turns out that seven Hogsback 
Chapter members have been continuous members 
for almost all this time! In recognition, we have 
introduced a 20 Year Patch to celebrate our Surrey 
Veterans. In order of their joining, the first seven 
patches have gone to Vic Patterson (1991), Andrew 
Baselgia (1992), Peter ‘Smokey’ Claridge (1992), Bill 
Morris (1992), Albert Rapacioli (1992, and Director 
1993-2001),  Nigel Ruddock (1993) and Andy 
Tisman (1993). Respect to them! 

It is good to know that we still appeal to seasoned 
Chapter members who have been round the block 
on their bikes with us a few times. But don’t get 
the wrong idea. We are not just an old Chapter. In 
fact we are mainly a young Chapter – the pie chart 
explains.

We started the 2013 riding season in March with 
over 240 paying members. The chart shows the 
balance between old, the mature and the new (we’re 
talking about membership years here, not age!).

The chart shows that 70% of us have been in the 
Chapter less than 5 years. In fact, 65 members – 
more than a quarter of us – joined in the last 12 
months or so! What does this mean?

Well, it means mainly that the whole Chapter now 
has the opportunity to ride out with the new – new 
friends, new rides, new experiences, new smiles – 
all made possible by the best dealership you could 
hope for, the outstanding quality and energy of the 
Hogsback Road Crew and Committee Officers, and 
above all, all of you for sharing the Harley passion.

As we wait quietly and confidently for the jet 
stream to cooperate with the calendar, I can’t help 
but declare my real pleasure and thanks in being 
involved with all of you in moving on with the old and 
riding out with the new.

Speaking of which, congratulations to our new 
Editor, Paul Treacher, on his first issue of Hogsback 
News, and Andy Cripps on his first official gig as 
Activities Officer with the recent SoS Club Night 
Special. These are not trivial tasks and they have 
done excellent jobs - well done!

Dik Gregory 
Director and Road Captain

Despite the rubbish weather (that’s me being polite) 
the riding season has got off to a good start and 
judging by some of the numbers of bikes turning up 
in the cold salty conditions to date I think the road 
crew are gonna be busy when the good weather 
arrives.

With the new membership year starting we have 
quite a few new members and on behalf of the road 
crew a big welcome—if you’re unsure about how the 
club works and rides then please come up to any of 
us and say hello we are a friendly lot.

To date we had to cancel 1 none riding event (go 
karting) plus only 2 rides due to the snow. We have 
a full and varied ride program as can be seen on the 
website and we normally put on the odd evening pub 
run from May which will be put on the web and in 
the weekly e shot.

The chapter shooting event was again oversub-
scribed but those that missed out I have your names 
and you get priority next time.

Our new events officer Andy Crippo Cripps he 
of fashion show fame did us proud at the start of 
season party which unfortunately I missed (and I got 
no doggy bag I note). We will now be seeking new 
and wonderful things for him to organise.

I need to just point out some changes in case 
anyone missed then a couple of pre-register events.

• The BA riders day at Heathrow in May is 
cancelled though we are hoping it will be rear-
ranged —this was down to an issue at the 
airport.

• The Hogs and Choppers ride to RAF Odiham 
family’s day date has changed to 13 July—this is 
a great event but you must still pre-register.

Whilst on about pre-registering all the weekend 
away type rides are filling fast and a number are 

already full. A 
weekend away 
with the chapter 
is one of the best 
was to really 
bond with fellow 
members.

So far the following situation applies (dates and 
further details on the website):

Cider Rally—May—still has spaces but you need to 
have purchased a rally ticket—Rally website still has 
tickets.

Dambusters—May—Robin has released spare 
rooms so anyone now wanting to go speak to Robin 
quickly you may be lucky.

Magic Rally—30 May to 2 June—Camping only left

Rome—June—No rooms left but we have reserve 
list with Robin or find your own hotel

Blackpool—June—not going to Rome then there’s 
spaces on the Palmers weekend trip to Blackpool

Naughty Norfolk—July just 1 night away. A few 
rooms left

Prisoner weekend in Wales—July—reserve list only

Trenches & Ypres—August—full but we are hopeful 
of extra rooms so e-mail Cliff

Thunder in Glens—August—Rooms still available 
see Robin

Blue John—the peak district—rooms still available 
with Dik

Opal Rally—Sept—reserve list only or find your own 
room—speak to Dell if you need some help.

Just because an event is full it’s still worth going on 
the reserve list if you want to go as its normal that 
we get a few drop out as we get nearer the date.

See you on the road or at club night—I’m the good 
looking one doing the golden key draw with the ugly 
tall bloke.

Dell 
Assistant Director and Road Captain

“I’m the good looking 
one doing the golden key 
draw with the ugly tall 
bloke.”
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Guildford Harley–Davidson 
Toby Sleeman

Safety Officer 
Carl Christensen

Welcome to all those new Harley 
owners who came to the New 
Members rides! (Well I am joking 
of course) in March which turned 
into a classroom based Group 
Safety briefing. Hopefully because 
we had more time to go over the 
main reasons for well-planned 
group riding techniques and not 
having to worry about an immi-
nent ride out, it offered a chance 
to take more in and even without 
a short practice ride you will feel 
you know much more than you 
did before. It should make you 
feel best prepared and part of 
your first ride and the Chapter as 
a whole.

All the Road Crew are here to 
assist you, so any points of Group 
riding you come across that you 
don’t understand or are unsure 
about feel free to ask. As I have 
mentioned your safety and that of 
the whole ride rely on your contri-
bution to the ride. This system is 
part of the HOG worldwide riding 

method being used so that where 
ever you go (in the UK or world) 
other Chapters should have this 
system in operation. This will 
enable you to join in and feel con-
fident amongst strange riders.

In the last issue I focused on 
group overtaking techniques 
which if you (and that includes 
seasoned members) have 
not read as yet please do so. 
Overtaking is possibly in the top 
3 of ‘dangerous manoeuvres’ we 
undertake as motorcyclists so it 
needs to done right every time. 

Moving from speedy overtakes 
I would now like to bring your 
attention to the other end of scale! 
SLOW riding. I.e. slow manoeu-
vring, such as tight turning, ‘U’ 
turns, figure of 8’s, counter steer-
ing, control operation (brakes, 
throttle and clutch) which we all 
need to do but for most of us is 
something we get on with and 

occasionally make a right 
pigs ear of (which we have 
all done, even the best of 
us) there is nothing more 
embarrassing than a slow 
speed manoeuvring spill. 
So on June 1st this year 
(venue TBC) Hogsback 
chapter have arranged for 
a Slow Riding course to 

assist us in an area many of us 
overlook or need some up to date 
technical guidance. Last year’s 
course gave many seasoned 
and newer members a real uplift 
in their abilities and confidence. 
Whilst Harleys are now a different 
beast to ride from just 10 years 
ago, slow manoeuvring of such 
machines, most of which weigh 
over 300 kgs sometimes needs 
that little bit of special ability. If 
you drop it we all wish for two 
things, firstly that no one is watch-
ing! But more importantly who’s 
going to help me pick it up!!?? 
Well, subject to those of us with 
aged bad backs and dodgy legs 
etc. the best method to right 
your bike will be displayed. Glide 
owners a must task to master. 

Up to date information on this 
course can be found on the 
chapter website. Please register 
your interest. 

Wishing everyone a dry, sunny, 
hot and safe riding season for 
2013

When riding, please remember: 
‘take opportunities, not chances’

Next issue, road markings and 
what they mean to you in group 
riding! Yes! Dig out that Highway 
Code!

News from Guildford 
Harley-Davidson.

I’m sure, one day soon, we will 
all stop obsessively talking about 
the weather. That being said the 
weather needs to cheer up a bit 
and let us all start enjoying our 
bikes in something other than 
Arctic conditions.

March at Guildford Harley-
Davidson despite the weather 
was extremely hectic.

We kicked the month off with 
the fashion show in conjunction 
with the Ladies of Harley. I think 
we can agree it was a fantastic 
evening and a lot of fun. May 
I say a big thank you to all the 
HOGSBACK Chapter members 
who strolled down the catwalk 
and helped behind the scenes. I 
think London Fashion Week has a 
lot to learn from Guildford Harley-
Davidson and the L.O.H.

On Saturday March the 23rd 
we celebrated our 4th Birthday. 
Although we had blizzard condi-
tions for most of the day it didn’t 
put off too many people and we 
had a fantastic turn out. A few 
hardy souls ventured out on bikes 
but they were distinctly in the 
minority. Mark Herbert and his 
band did us proud. They sounded 
great and certainly added to the 
atmosphere in the Dealership. We 
did manage to get through two 
whole pigs on the day and 500 
cups of Tea & Coffee. Anything to 
warm us up.

So what do we have to look 
forward to?

The New Softail Breakout will be 
with us hopefully by the end of 
April. We will have a demo availa-
ble so please come and try it.

The New Spring MotorClothes 
Collection is starting to arrive plus 
we have commissioned a new 
110th Anniversary Pin that will be 
in stock by the end of April.

We have fitted our demo Fat-Boy 
with the New Jekyll & Hyde 
exhaust system. These pipes 
have the ability to change the 
exhaust note from a street legal 

sound to a straight through noise 
at the press of the button.

If you want to see how this works 
please come and see the Sales 
Team and they will be only too 
happy to show you how it works.

As always, I look forward to 
seeing you all at Guildford Harley-
Davidson soon. Preferably on 
your bike with the sun shining.

Regards,

Toby Sleeman 
Dealer Principal 
Guildford Harley-Davidson
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Charity Officer 
Roger Bonnici

At the Chapter’s recent committee meeting it was 
decided that the club’s fundraising ability will enable 
Hogsback Chapter UK to support an additional 
THREE charities this forthcoming season. We have 
got off to a great start already with over £1000 of 
donations already collected in our charity account to 
date! So, well done everyone so far involved. Let’s 
make a concerted effort this year to support those 
less fortunate than ourselves. Dig deep people.

Here is a little info on the three new additional 
charities to complement our two original charities 
(Alzheimer’s Society & The Surrey Air Ambulance 
Fund).

BLESMA
BLESMA (British Limbless Ex Service Men’s 
Association) is the national charity for limbless 
serving and ex service men and women, their 
dependants and widows.

It is the charity that directly supports all our service 
men and women who lose limbs, the use of limbs 
or eyes or the sight of an eye in the service of our 
country and we are with them all whenever we are 
needed for the rest of their lives.

Our work starts with rehabilitation - proving that 
there is life after amputation. Our work is about 
amputee helping amputee - the fellowship of shared 
experience. Our work is about life long welfare 
support, about campaigning for what they deserve 
and about being there when old injuries come back 
to haunt. Our youngest Member is 19 and our oldest 
is 99 - Truly we are BLESMA for Life. Click here 
to meet BLESMA’s injured soldiers.

The Association - Member supporting Member

BLESMA needs to raise nearly Two Million Pounds 
a year to adequately meet all of its objectives.

http://www.blesma.org/about-blesma

BEATING 
BOWEL 
CANCER
Since 1999 
Beating Bowel 
Cancer has been saving lives from bowel cancer, 
the UK’s second biggest cancer killer, by raising 
awareness of symptoms, promoting early diagno-
sis and encouraging open access to treatments.

Over the past decade, major developments in 
cancer policy and treatments have improved the 
quality of life of bowel cancer patients. Screening for 
bowel cancer is now available nationally for those 
aged 60-75, and we have witnessed major innova-
tions in the treatment options available which, over 
the last decade, have resulted in death rates falling 
by around 13%.

However, challenges remain. Around 40% of the 
41,000 people diagnosed with bowel cancer each 
year will die of the disease.

http://www.beatingbowelcancer.org

SERV Bloodrunners
1 in 10 patients in hospital require blood! - This 
is where we come in and help.

SERV volunteers are on call from 7pm till 6am 365 
nights a year. The riders deliver Emergency Blood 
Products from the National Blood Transfusion Units 
to hospitals in the South East of England.

SERV is a registered charity, formed in 1981 that 
delivers Blood and Blood products, to Hospitals in 
the South East free of any charges.

SERV answers over 1,000 emergency calls each 
and every year. All SERV riders, drivers and volun-
teers receive no payment whatsoever for providing 
this service, not even expenses! The charity relies 
wholly on its own fundraising and on donations to 
sustain this vital service

A control room in Surrey receives calls from our 
client hospitals and co-ordinates all runs, with a pool 
of approximately 100 riders and drivers, to ensure 
that safe delivery is made as promptly as possible.

http://www.servssl.org.uk

Our present charity links are here:
http://www.kssairambulance.org.uk/community/surreyairambulance

http://www.alzheimers.org.uk

http://www.blesma.org/content/rehabilitation
http://www.blesma.org/members
http://www.blesma.org/about-blesma
http://www.beatingbowelcancer.org
http://www.servssl.org.uk
http://www.kssairambulance.org.uk/community/surreyairambulance
http://www.alzheimers.org.uk
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Head Photographer 
Axel Thill

From January to March 2012 the weather allowed us many rides, and 
they were well attended by our members. This year the weather was 
much less attractive, some rides even had to be cancelled for safety 
reasons. Organiser Sunbeam Motor Cycle Club even cancelled the 
Pioneer run to Brighton, which was in its 75th year. However, while the 
best-selling item at our dealership were heated gloves and vests and 
we feel the cold and moan about salt on the streets, a lot is still hap-
pening at Hogsback Chapter, and many nice photos could be taken.

A great Fashion Show Club Night allowed many 
models to show off, and our animated moderator 
Katie only forgot to warn the many visitors on a 
serious health and safety risk: there will be 
flash photography!

While some suggest 
I should have 
better things to 
do than actually 
count the photos 
in our galleries, 
the software 
does it for me, 
and keeping 
track of the 
viewing stats is 
strangely motivating 
for my mathematical mind. 
To my surprise the viewing of our 
activities increased even further in 2013, bad riding 

weather seems to increase members’ computer 
time.

In Q1 of 2013, our photos were viewed 210,126 
times, a substantial increase of 

24% compared to 2012. I 
would have preferred 

the miles on my 
Road King to 

have increased 
by that per-
centage, but 
the year is 
still young, 

and Rome is 
far away.

While the online 
galleries are for viewing 

nice photos, the newslet-
ter is for reading interesting text, 

but here too the image can play an important role 

supporting the text. In 1911 Harley-Davidson was 
still young and selling its first successful V-Twin, the 
Model 7D, pictured on the right. It’s when newspaper 
editor Arthur Brisbane was quoted as saying: “Use a 
picture. It’s worth a thousand words.” To be fair, this 
feeling has been expressed much earlier already. 
In 1862, the Russian writer Ivan Turgenev wrote: “A 

picture shows me at a glance what it 
takes dozens of pages of a book to 
expound.”
Knowing this let me provocatively 
make the opposite point: 1,000+1 
words say more than a picture. Here 
our new editor comes into play, 
finding the right balance between 
text and pictures. I am very much 
looking forward to his first newsletter 
as editor, in which this text and some 
supporting pictures will be incorpo-
rated. Often, a picture without words 
becomes meaningless for outsiders 
like an insider joke, and I want to 
encourage you to support Paul and 
our newsletter by sending him your 
stories.

Some weeks ago I led my first ride 
as Road Marshal, and to stay in line 
with the work I enjoy doing in this 
Chapter, I called it the Scrabble Ride 
“Photo”. It was the first in a series 
of 3 for this year. To my positive 
surprise 15 bikes joined in freezing 
temperatures, and some hardened 
pillion riders had to realise that 
they will never be able to share the 

feeling of warmth of heated hand-grips. Thanks all 
for joining the ride, and for staying on to listen to 
my ramblings on photographic factors to be aware 
of. I hope it is of some help in the future when you 
press the shutter. Please do not forget to send your 
best photos to images@hogsbackchapteruk.org.

mailto:images@hogsbackchapteruk.org
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Ladies of Harley 
Ruth Palmer

We had a good meet up over 
coffee and cupcakes at the 
Dealership in March. A chance to 
chat about the forthcoming events 
of the season. There will be 
another one hopefully in May after 
the HOT Training in Milwaukee 
which I have been invited to 
attend.

The Fashion Show again was a 
great success – hope you have 

seen the photos! Thanks again 
must go to all you ladies who 
were able to participate under 
Katie’s excellent direction. Tracey 
Stubbington kept the models, 
Jayne, Wendy and Margaret well 
lubricated while Tracey Pollard 
organised the garment rota aided 
by Fiona, Catherine and Vera, 
with Karen taking the behind-the-
scene photos. Plenty of fun was 
had by all!

The theme for the Ladies Ride at 
Bisley this year is Liberty Belles 
and at our meeting we were able 
to come up with some interesting 
dress codes.

See the fabulous poster that 
Karen has designed - this may 

help you ladies to get suitably 
adorned!!!

A couple of ladies are having 
lessons with Ridesure. Good Luck 
to them and hopefully we shall 
see them on the future rides. We 
do have 15 lady riders, 3 of whom 
are Road Crew, so we could look 
to do a Ladies Ride! Watch this 
Space!

See you out on the rides.

Ruth Palmer 
LOH Officer
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The dealership celebrated its 4th anni-
versary on 23rd March when not even the 

weather could spoil the mood.
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This year is the 10th Anniversary of the massive South of England Rally and as 
the poster says, it’s going to be monumental! We have sold out of our allocation 

however tickets are now available from the SofER website. At the Rally, Hogsback 
will be establishing our HQ at our usual location. Camping is great fun and all part of 

the ticket price. Full contact and event details are on the SofER website:

http://www.sofer.uk.com

They are going fast so get yours now to avoid disappointment !

Membership & Merchandise Officer 
Wendy Evans

 
Membership:
Anyone wishing to join from 1st April , please send me a form (download from chapter website), the cost for 
all renewals and new member’s is £25 for riders and £15 non-riders. Please remember to enclose a s.a.e. 
so that your membership card can be sent to you.

Merchandise:
Pins and Patches are available from me at club nights. For tee-shirts, fleeces, and many more items, please 
see Margaret at club nights where she will be taking orders, with most variations of your choice.

Since 2009 Harley-Davidson 
have been running their 

annual HOG Chapter Challenge, 
and this year is no exception! This 
years HOG Chapter Challenge 
opened on 31 March.

Now in its 5th year, the HOG 
Chapter Challenge is bigger than 
ever – and all HOG Chapters are 
able to get involved. In 2012, over 
2.3million miles were clocked 
up by UK HOG Chapters and in 
2013, we’re looking to break that 
record… 

There will even be awards for the 
following achievements: 

Greatest number of miles 
accumulated

Greatest number of participants

Greatest average number of miles 
travelled per participant

Individual with the greatest 
number of miles 

That rider with the greatest 
number of miles will receive a 
£100 voucher, redeemable at any 
authorised H-D® dealer in the 
UK.

It’s simple to enter – First, down-
load an entry form, one for each 
participant: 

http://hogeuropegallery.co.uk/
benefits/chapter-challenge/

On or any time after the start date 
(30th March) fill in the required 
details including present mileage. 
Have the form verified by a 
dealer and give it to Mike WIlson 
(Dealership) or Robin Seymour. 
On or before the closing date 
(31st October) download a 
second form. Again, fill in required 
details including new mileage and 
again have it verified by the deal-
ership and again give it to Mike or 
Robin.

This year we have a new way 
of gaining miles by attending 
various rallies throughout the 
UK and Ireland. There are eight 
rallys flying a Chapter Challenge 
flag. Chapters will be awarded 
additional points* for submitting 
an amusing group photo of at 
least five Chapter members that 
includes the Chapter Challenge 
flag, displaying their Chapter 
patches taken at one of the 
following eight H.O.G.® gallery 
events: 

The Cider Rally 
May 3-6 

The Big Brum Bash 
May 24-27 

Ireland Bikefest 
May 31—June 3 

Wake The Lakes Rally 
July 4—7 

East of England Rally 
July 25-28 

SofER 10th Anniversary 
August 2-4 

Thunder in the Glens 
August 23-26

Blazing Cannons 
September 27-30

*5,000 miles plus 1,000 miles 
for every one above five, up 
to a maximum of ten chapter 
members, (all showing patches). 
This makes it possible to gain an 
extra 10,000 miles per rally and 
a possible 80,000 miles extra 
overall.

Registration will automatically 
enrol you into the H.O.G.® 
Mileage Programme or update 
your mileage records if you are 
already enrolled.

So come on, get involved! 

If you would like further informa-
tion, feel free to contact: Mike 
Wilson or Robin Seymour. 

http://www.sofer.uk.com
http://hogeuropegallery.co.uk/benefits/chapter-challenge/
http://hogeuropegallery.co.uk/benefits/chapter-challenge/


18   Hogsback News Spring 2013 Hogsback News Spring 2013   19

Borough Market 9 March 2013 
Led by Roger Bonnici

You know what it’s like with the British weather. A 
week of almost continual rain does not fill anyone 
with confidence for a dry weekend ahead.

And so it was that only four ‘intrepid’ members, four 
‘stalwarts’ of Hogsback chapter, four ‘brave souls’ 
bet on dry weather and met at Cobham services to 
partake in Roger’s ride out to Borough Market. The 
forecast was for dry weather; but does one trust it?

Well, not a drop of rain was falling. Grey clouds as 
usual, but no rain!

A prompt departure at 10:00, we slipped onto the 
A3 heading into London, threading our way past 
Clapham Junction, through Wandsworth and on 
to Vauxhall. We passed the famous Elephant 
and Castle roundabout and proceeded on toward 
Borough High Street where Roger had pre-arranged 
with Borough Market management some cordoned 
off parking inside Jubilee Market within the main 
market walls.

The market in its present location has been there 
since the 18th century but, in fact, there has always 
been a market south side of London Bridge since 
the 11th century. There is some really great history 
with this market. See link:

http://boroughmarket.org.uk/
the-history-of-borough-market

With Southwark Cathedral, a replica of Sir Francis 
Drake’s ‘Golden Hind’ ship and one of Britain’s 

oldest prisons, all within a short distance of the 
market, there is plenty to discover.

Within Borough Market there is an abundant eclectic 
mix of delicacies from all over the world to delight 
your palate. We certainly did our best to sample as 
many as we were able.

But all this snacking was playing havoc with our 
appetite. Lunch was announced without objections! 
A public house with riverside restaurant was swiftly 
chosen to indulge ourselves. And I can assure you 
we didn’t let the side down.

After a satisfying luncheon and now fully refreshed 
we headed back to the bikes to prep our return by a 
different route.

We crossed over London Bridge, under the watchful 
eye of The Shard, turned left along the Embankment 
towards Parliament Square. Passing Big Ben we 
headed for Victoria, then Sloane Square and finally 
on to the Kings Road. Still no rain and still enjoying 
the ride; posing at full throttle as we cut a swathe 
through the Chelsea set. We stopped at Warrs H-D 
for a good ogle at the custom bikes, some coffee 
and comfort stop.

Forty minutes later and it was time to move on; 
weaving our way back over Putney Bridge and even-
tually on to the A3 heading south once again. By 

Tolworth we split up to go our separate ways home.

You know what its like with the British weather. 
Sometimes you’ve just got to stick your neck out and 
get on that bike. It could turn out to be just fine after 
all!

One of the intrepid four.

Beaky’s Boot Sale

Who says you can’t get rid of those excesses of 
chrome Harley parts kept in the spare room or 
garage?

Our Guildford dealership generously supported the 
Chapter’s efforts and held a modest pitch at Beaky’s 
Bootsale in Dorking on Sunday 7th April. 

It’s was dark and -4 degrees! GH-D supplied the 
transport van and the driver, Bob, who got on site at 
05:30 to reserve the best spot in the car park that 
meant all the footfall had to pass right past our pitch; 
God bless him.

Having arrived at 05:45 and set up additional 
tables, Roger Bonnici, Dik Gregory and Gary Morss 
rehearsed themselves, practicing their very fluent 
selling techniques so as to flog what was up for sale 
by any Chapter members who had made the effort 
to deposit their wares at the dealership the previous 
day.

After unloading the van and unpacking the parts 
and accessories the trio went about, as previously 
rehearsed, hard selling the goods for the highest 
price possible. 

All in all a total sum of £1092.00 worth of parts were 
sold on behalf of the members!

This garnered £163.80 in donations towards our 
chosen charities! A very respectable day’s work. 
Well done to all those involved and a hearty thanks 
to Bob at GH-D.

Surprisingly, only seven members actually brought 
forward anything to sell. Just imagine what sum 
could have been made had more members partici-
pated in the boot sale.

Next year, I hear there are plans to locate the Boot 
sale at a larger site. We shall keep you posted, of 
course.

Now come on, get organised and start itemising 
and boxing up those bits you want to flog. Of course 
you can always use our FOR SALE section on our 
website to do the same. In general, 15% of sale 
price is donated to our supported charities. Good 
Luck!

Roger Bonnici

http://boroughmarket.org.uk/the-history-of-borough-market
http://boroughmarket.org.uk/the-history-of-borough-market
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Cliff & Dell are busy planning a nice leisurely 
summer weekend ride to Belgium. The only thing 
that’s certain is that emphasis will be on “leisurely”. 
There won’t be endless riding; so no sore bums or 
boredom looking at the back of someone’s helmet. 
We expect to do about 150 miles in France & 
Belgium over the 3 days; just enough to give you a 
taster for traffic free European riding.

We’ll be staying close to the centre of Ypres in 
the Novotel Hotel (http://www.novotel.com/gb/
hotel-3172-novotel-ieper-centrum-flanders-fields/
index.shtml). It is within walking distance of restau-
rants, historic attractions (like the Flanders Museum 
& Menin Gate) and a great street market (for those 
who just want to sample local delicacies). This 
weekender will have something for everyone; some 
riding, some culture & history, some shopping and 
lots of relaxing & socialising with other like minded 
people. 

The plan so far is to take a mid morning tunnel on 
the Friday to France, then after an hour so of riding 
stopping for lunch in the historic town of Popperinge 
in Belgium. After lunch we’ll ride on to Ypres, via 
some real trenches. At Ypres, after checking in 
to the hotel and securing the bike in the hotels 

underground car park, we’ll walk to a local restau-
rant for a bit of Hogsback socialising. 

On Saturday, after breakfast, it’s a short walk into 
the town centre to clear our heads, taking in either 
the local street market or if you prefer the Flanders 
Field museum. This will be followed by a short ride 
to the nearby Roeslare dealership. There will nat-
urally be a lunch stop, just not sure where yet. The 
evening will start with a visit to the emotional Last 
Post Ceremony at the Menin Gate and then a final 
night of socialising at another local restaurant. 

Trenches & Ypres in 2013 
with Cliff & Dell (August 16th to 18th)

On Sunday we head back home stopping at Dunkirk for a quick look at the historic Operation Dynamo 
museum or more shopping if you prefer. Finally there will be a late lunch stop on the French coast at 
Gravelines before heading back to the tunnel terminal at Calais. 

The exact itinerary is still fluid but hopefully the above will give you a flavour of what to expect. There will 
be something for everyone and it will be a great way of getting to know others in the club. The hotel costs 
are €98 per night including breakfast. If you’re interested in coming on this trip please register by emailing 
trenches13@hogsbackchapteruk.org. 

http://www.novotel.com/gb/hotel-3172-novotel-ieper-centrum-flanders-fields/index.shtml
http://www.novotel.com/gb/hotel-3172-novotel-ieper-centrum-flanders-fields/index.shtml
http://www.novotel.com/gb/hotel-3172-novotel-ieper-centrum-flanders-fields/index.shtml
mailto:trenches13@hogsbackchapteruk.org
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Thunder in the Glens 2013 
with Robin (August 22nd to 28th)

Day 1: We will meet up at GH-D and then try to 
avoid the M25 to get clear of the capital and wend 
our way north. I will arrange pick-ups for those who 
live north of Guildford to avoid doubling back. Once 
clear we can have a nice bimble up to Durham using 
a mixture of roads, some motorway, dual carriage-
way and some A roads as well.

We do have a fair way to go and need to get some 
miles under the belt. We will of course stop regularly 
and fill up with food and petrol as required, trying of 
course to stay away from E15.

Day 2: From Durham we will head up towards 
Newcastle and the A68 to Jedburgh. Over the 
Northumbrian moors where there are not too many 
houses and fewer people!

Heading towards Edinburgh we will see evoca-
tive signs like Coldstream, Kelso, Melrose and 
Galashiels which are all steeped in Scottish/English 
history and then having passed Edinburgh its up into 
Perthshire, the gateway to the highlands and the soft 
lilting accent.

More names, Dunkeld, Pitlochry and Blair Atholl 
which is the only place to have the right to have 
its own private army! It is also the home of Bells 
Whisky.

After Blair Atholl it’s into the highlands proper and up 
to Dalwhinnie home of another single malt and the 
second highest distillery in Scotland.

The scenery here is truly breathtaking and how the 
farmers and crofters manage in such a winter as we 
have just had is amazing. It’s just a quick scoot up 
the road to Aviemore and the rally.

Day 5: Pretty much a mirror image of the route up 
to Aviemore although we will of course put in some 
variations in the hope the weather doesn’t disrupt 
our planning.

It is difficult to change the route in Scotland as there 
is only one route down from Aviemore without going 
hours out of our way. Some are staying a few days 
more in order to take advantage of the last few days 
of good Scottish weather.

The same hotel beckons on the way back and hope-
fully another good meal.

Day 6: The final leg is the next day and we can have a comfortable journey back to Guildford secure in the 
knowledge that we have flown the Hogsback Flag, enhanced our knowledge of malt whisky and possibly 
even carried back a few samples, purely for educational purposes.

Register here: thunder13@hogsbackchapteruk.org.

mailto:thunder13@hogsbackchapteruk.org
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Dealership Charity Run 2013 
Sandra Beeton

Here is a copy of a letter passed onto the chapter from Mike at the dealership. It is from Sandra Beeton who 
is undertaking a ride for Cancer Research in May, visiting all HD dealers in UK, Ireland and Jersey in just 
seven days, covering some 2,350 miles. Sandra is expected at GHD on Friday 17 May at 9:30am for just 20 
minutes. I’m sure she will appreciate seeing anyone who is able to attend and offer their support.

http://www.justgiving.com/SandraBeetonDealershipRun

Dear All,

My question is simple: Please support me in my challenge to raise as much money for Cancer Research 
UK, as possible.

So who am I?

My name is Sandra Beeton and I am a practicing nurse of 25 years who rides a motorcycle and wants to 
raise money for a worthwhile charity.

I have nursed patients, friends and family through cancer – either to a recovery or to their passing. Until 
now, the treatments for cancer are Radiotherapy or Chemotherapy, which either work for some and not for 
others and vice versa. Some people survive and others do not, some suffer and others do not. 

So imagine my amazement, on a recent visit to the Cancer Research UK research labs at Addenbrookes, to 
see researchers using genetic research technology to find tailor made treatments for individuals, that will be 
very specific to that form of cancer and that person and will hopefully have less side effects to it. I then hear 
that the research techniques that Cancer Research UK have used, are now going to be used to look into 
everyday illnesses – heart /blood pressure, diabetic and breathing problems and refine these treatments for 
each individual patient in the same way.

Patients living with Cancer or Illness, less suffering and more survival, I could be out of a job!! No, what 
this will do is reduce the amount of related illness and side effects that many patients suffer with when 
having any form of treatments, which, in my books, means more than anything to see people suffer less and 
survive.

I am currently on the committee for a local ladies luncheon club, who help people raise money and put on 
events to raise money for Cancer Research UK. Burghley Park and Peterborough Ladies Luncheon Club 
has been going for 38 years now and has raised over £700,000. Now, all the money that they raise goes to 
the research centre and they have brought pieces of machinery that are required and sponsored Cancer 
Trials, some of which have been held in our local area.

So, what could I do to raise a large amount of money for something that I feel very strongly about 
…?????.....   Of course – jump on the Harley and visit all the Harley-Davidson dealerships in the UK, Ireland 
and Jersey – about 35 in all. 

It can’t be done, I hear you say, oh yes it can. I had 2 friends do this 14 years ago, for Cancer Research, 
although they did not need to go to Ireland or Jersey. Your Mad, I hear you say, well probably, but what a 
thing to achieve.

So how can you all help me?

Well, included with this letter, will be posters and sponsorship forms and details of my JustGiving Web page 
for you to put up in the work place, hand out to you friends and colleagues or clubs that you attend and 
ask everyone to help me to raise as much money as possible for the research centre, because now, what 
happens there will affect all of us in many different ways but most of all to reduce the heartache of losing 
loved ones to such a ruthless disease.

Sandra Beeton

http://www.justgiving.com/SandraBeetonDealershipRun
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Or ask at Southampton Harley-Davidson

presents the

27th - 30th September
Weymouth, Dorset

27 h 30 h S b

SPECIAL

CHECK WEBSITE

FOR DETAILS

EARLY BIRD

DISCOUNTS!


	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	Director
Dik Gregory
	Assistant Director
Dell Evans
	Guildford Harley–Davidson
Toby Sleeman
	Safety Officer
Carl Christensen
	Charity Officer
Roger Bonnici
	Head Photographer
Axel Thill
	Ladies of Harley
Ruth Palmer
	G–HD4
	Membership & Merchandise Officer
Wendy Evans
	SofER
	Chapter Challenge (Mileage)
	Borough Market 9 March 2013
Led by Roger Bonnici
	Beaky’s Boot Sale
	Trenches & Ypres in 2013
with Cliff & Dell (August 16th to 18th)
	Thunder in the Glens 2013
with Robin (August 22nd to 28th)
	Dealership Charity Run 2013
Sandra Beeton


