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ABC!of!Touring!
and!Chapter!
mileage!time!

again!



 
Well here we are at the beginning of a new 
riding season and another great year in the 
Hogsback Chapter is about to unroll before 
us. 
 
I just want to congratulate the newly 
appointed and also the continuing Chapter 
Officers for volunteering their time to make 
our Chapter what it is today.  We should be 
aware that all of the roles take up a good 
amount of personal time and effort and it is 
this that makes Hogsback Chapter one of 
the best run and enjoyable chapters to be 
part of in the world today. Participation is 
the key.  
 

I would like to thank chapter member Karen 
of Kreative Designs by Karen for the new 
set of page headers in this Newsletter. 
Karen is a professional in the Crafting 
Industry and caters to the crafting craze 

that is sweeping UK and US at the moment 
and good luck to her with those endeavors. 
I know my dining room table is filled with 
crafting stuff ranging from stencil and 
embossing tools to computer controlled 
cutting machines.  Never mind boxes of 
beads and Swarovski crystals for bracelets. 
I thought my Harley-Davidson infatuation 
was bad, but this matches it easily. 
 
Whilst talking about 
Karen, I would like to 
congratulate her and 
Road Marshal, Gary 
Baker on their recent 
engagement. Nuptials 
are expected in May 
2013 with a 
honeymoon on 2 
wheels in the good 
old US of A.  Harley-
Davidson escort 
duties will be 
required. We look 
forward to that. 
 
There has been some concern in the 
European motorcycle press over the last 
year or so about anti-motorcycle legislation 
in the pipeline.  Those of us who take their 
cars onto French roads will be aware that it 
is mandatory to carry warning triangles and 
hi-vis vests for the occupants in case of 
breakdown.  These rules do not apply for 
motorcycles yet but things are changing.  
The Chapter website has a statement from 
MAG about what may be coming.  This 
document also refers to other related items 
like Ethanol in fuel and how to recognize it 
at the pump. There is also a new French 
number plate law. Well worth reading this 
document if you plan to join a continental 
chapter ride. There is a copy at the end of 
this Newsletter.  The Gendamerie take no 
prisoners, trust me I lived there for 6 years. 
 
Finally – I am always pleased to receive 
short pieces for inclusion in the Newsletter.  
david.atkinson@hogsbackchapteruk.org  



 
 

Joining up and 
joining in 

 
Thanks to some pleasant days, we are well 
and truly off and riding in the 2012 season. 
And thanks to a welter of enthusiastic 
Chapter members, we also have a bunch of 
new and renewed Officers to keep the 
whole thing going. At Hogsback Chapter we 
appoint our non-Road Crew Officers for 
three year terms. Some of them like it so 
much, they put themselves forward for 
further stints. And so it was on March Club 
Night that the following Officers were 
renewed:  

Keith Dorling – Assistant Director 
Carrol England – Secretary 
Roger Bonnici – Charity Officer 
David Atkinson – Editor  

In addition, the Committee was delighted to 
welcome the following members into new 
Officer positions: 

Dell Evans – Assistant Director 
Wendy Evans – Membership Officer 
Carl Christensen – Safety Officer 
Czes Wicherek – Webmaster 

We were also pleased to confirm the 
following new Road Marshals on two year 
terms:  

Andy Cripps 
Pete Hillier 
Fiona Leaves 
Ruth Palmer 
Gary Tew  

Well done to all of them! 
On the flip side, it’s great to see new people 
coming forward to keep the rest of us on 
our toes and the Chapter envigorated with 
fresh ideas. Already, Czes is having ideas 
about the website, Carl has arranged a 
slow-riding course and the Assistant 
Directors have launched the Golden Key 
Draw at Club Nights (you have to be there 
to be in it, let alone win it!). Contrary to what 

you might think, the slow riding course is 
not just for newer bikers, and everyone can 
learn something – notably what 
countersteering is and the extraordinary 
story of how bikes really go round 
corners…  

As ever, the website is chock full of the 
details of the 100(!) or so rides we’re doing 
this year and the e-shot pushes the coming 
weekend events to your email in-box every 
week. Of course, you have to be a Chapter 
member to see it all. With renewals due 
from 1 Mar the one month period of grace is 
up on 31 Mar. After this, expect your 
membership password to stop working and 
the e-shots to dry up. Plus it will cost you 
£25 to re-join. I sure hope you can join us - 
and join in - for another fabulous riding year 
– see you on the road!   

Dik Gregory, Director
 

And a special thanks to outgoing 
Membership Officer, Sharon Smale, 
for her fantastic contributions over the 
past few years – she’s a regular 
darlin’ and we’ll miss her on the 
Committee. 
 



 
 

Ride Program update 
 
Since the last news letter the ride 
program has been confirmed and the 
weekend away trips are filling 
up fast, with some already full. 
Since it was originally published 
in January there have been a 
few additions.  

 
There have been several short 
notice rides added to the 
program during the winter due 
to the good weather 
encouraging members to get 
out in the sunshine. Rhino has 
kindly invited us again to RAF 
Odiham family’s day which was 
a privilege for us last year. 
Good fun too!  Watch out for Andy 
Cripp’s Hogs and Porkers ride alongside 
the Porsche(Centre,(Tonbridge.  Also in 
the pipeline is a special invite to Parham 
Manor in Sussex over the August bank 
holiday. Keep checking the ride program 
as things do change. Look out for the 
eShot that you receive every week.  

The road crew have been planning 
the SOFER ride out. This year we still 
have to firm things up but its looking like 
we will be heading into the Hampshire 
countryside for a change.  

 
Taking on the role of Assistant Director 
is a learning curve but Keith has kindly 
shown me all he knows (it took 10 
mins).  In addition there are several four 
letter words I am struggling to 

understand. Keith assures me that they 
are a core requirement of the role.  

Those who came to the last two 
club nights will have been able to 
participate in the new Key Cash 
Raffle that Keith & I have been  

running. We sell raffle tickets and 
all the money goes in the treasure 
chest. The winner of the draw gets 
£25 plus picks 1 of a number of 
keys one of which opens the chest. 
If it does not open the prize money 
rolls over and keeps accumulating 
whilst the number of keys reduces. 
After two months we have ten keys 
left and over £400 prize money pot. 
This will grow at the next club night. 
It’s just a bit of fun and no doubt the 

suspense will 
increase as the 
stack of cash 
grows.  
Have a safe riding 
season.  

 
Dell Evans Assistant Director 



 

Safety First 
I thought it best to 
introduce myself first to 
those new members and 
those of you who are 
unaware that I am the new 
Safety Office for Hogsback 
Chapter.  
 
My name is Carl 
Christensen and I have 
been a member of the 
chapter for almost 7 seven 
years.  My new role as 
Safety Officer is to;  
offer -  assist  - and engage 
with the best riding practice 
for our chapter members.  
 
We have a very 
experienced Road Crew, 
whose combined level of 
Group Riding experience 
and personal riding skills 
are second to none. Please 
draw on their wealth of 
knowledge should you 
need assistance at any 
time. We really want you to 
get the best from riding 
SAFELY with Hogsback. 
 
Spring seems to be here, 
but was there ever a 
winter? Breakfast ride-outs 
have been happening on 
most Sundays since Jan 
8th.  
Maintenance on your 
Harley is possibly due, with 
either a service or a pre-
season check advised 
before roaring out onto the 
open road again. Take a 
little time to do those 
checks.  Tyres and tyre 
pressures are one of the 

most important factors.  
We rely on our tyre contact 
patch to keep us in touch 
with the road surface. 
Worn or under inflated 
tyres, as you know, will 
affect the handling. 
Sometimes a detailed 
inspection and pressure 
check are often over- 
looked.  It needs more than 
a quick glance. Look for 
damage to the sidewalls 

and any cuts or foreign 
objects embedded in the 
tread area. Jack the bike 
up if you can or at least 
turn the wheel so you have 
checked the whole surface. 
Basic stuff but who wants a 
flat tyre when you’re out 
enjoying a ride!  
 
April 21st sees the first of 
our new members rides 
(details on Hogsback web 
site). These ‘new-be’ rides 
are designed to offer 
practical advice and show 
riders how we at Hogsback 
practice all aspects of safe 
riding. This is ‘Best 
Practice’ for ‘Group Riding’. 
So if you are new to HD 
motorcycles or need a 

refresher you are warmly 
invited to a short but 
informative morning. 
Should you be looking to 
improve your riding skills 
Hogsback Chapter have 
arranged a ‘Slow Riding’ 
course (run by the ROSPA 
advanced motorcycle 
group). The course will be 
held on the 21st April at 
2.00pm at Bisley. This is 
open to ALL levels of 

experience and 
is a unique 
opportunity to 
learn biking 
skills and 
heighten your 
confidence in 
slow 
manoeuvring. 
Details again 
will be sent out 

via e-shot and web site. At 
just £10.00 per rider, it’s 
great value. There will be 
very limited spaces so 
book early.    
 
Other riding courses will be 
announced later this year, 
so keep an eye on the web 
site. 
 

 
 
Safe Riding 
Carl Christensen 



 

The KEY to success 
Keith Dorling   -  Assistant Director.

 
A few weeks ago I took advantage of global 
warming, or is it climate change? Well what 
ever it is, the forecast was for a dry sunny 
and warm Sunday in January. So what better 
excuse to get the bike out for a quick blast 
round the M25 to Ryka’s and join the 
breakfast ride to Cowfold. 
Then disaster struck, on route through the 
back doubles in Reigate to avoid the level 
crossing, I unfortunately stalled the bike as I 
was pulling out onto the A25 “Plonker” I hear 
you say, well maybe, but that was not the 
worst of it - 8:30 in the morning and the bike 
alarm is going nuts!!!, nothing I did would 
make it stop and after what seemed like for 
ever it finally stopped, I turned the ignition 
back on and the alarm is going nuts again. 
To make matter worse an unmarked police 
car turns up blue lights flashing to see what 
all the Racket was about, now in a total state 
 

  

of panic I look down for my keys - whaaat - 
no keys - WTF!!!!!!! The alarm stops again, 
and after explaining my situation to the very 
nice WPCs they wished me luck, jumped 
back into the car trying not to laugh too much 
and drive off back to the station for a well 
earned cup of tea! 
 
After a few frantic phone calls to Graham, 
Dik and Wendy I finally sussed out how to 
operate the immobilizer via the indicators - 
then blasted down to Cowfold for a well 
earned breakfast!!! 
So what’s the point of telling you all this? 
Well if you loose your keys and you don’t 
know how to get your bike working without 
them, then I suggest you look in your 
handbook, then go to the garage and try it a 
few times. If you are unlucky enough to loose 
your keys it will save you a lot of time in the 
future. Imagine you’re in say, Portugal and 
your fob falls out of your pocket at a fuel 
stop, you may be able to start it as the fob 
could be near, but once the engine is 
switched of 150 miles down the road, you 



 
 
won’t miss a day or so trying to get your bike 
going over there, or anywhere else for that 
matter.  
You will also need to know the pre-
programmed code, then its pretty straight 
forward, it is also worth getting yourselves 

some spare key fob batteries 
(2032) cheap as chips off the 
internet. 

 
The other key(sic) to success is knowing 
where and when to meet if you intend to go 
on HOGSBACK rideouts. 
 
 
The web site www.hogsbackchapteruk.org is 
the master source. Other mediums are 
always secondary. The e-shot is a copy of 
what’s on the web site and is sent out as a  

 
reminder of what’s happening for the coming 
weekend. It prompts the occasional future 
event which may need pre booking or as just 
a heads up.  
 
NOTHING else should be relied upon for 
information. With regards to Facebook, it is 
there primarily for general chit chat about 
whatever you may feel other members may 
find interesting, or not as the case maybe. 
As for Twitter this has a direct feed to the 
web site so therefore by definition can be 
relied upon as FACT!!!! So it’s worth signing 
up to Twitter and get instant info on your 
smartphone. 
 

Now for something that’s not so smart!! 
 
Hi-viz on Hogsback rides 
For many years, the Chapter has operated a 
system of safety for group rides that has 
proved very successful. This system is well 
developed and understood by all Road Crew, 
and depends in part on the wearing of hi-vis 
vests by Road Crew only. This allows the 
duty Road Crew to see and respond to each 
other, and facilitates the smooth, safe pick up 
of markers who have been dropped by the 
Ride Leader.  
 
Recently we have tried to accommodate hi-
vis worn by Chapter members who are not 
Road Crew. This has not worked well and 
has produced reports from some members of 
confusion and (therefore) reduced safety. 
The Road Crew is clear that their use of hi-
vis vests is for identification only and that the 
only real protection derives from the way you 
ride - through observation, road positioning 
and speed. You may like to read the article 
from a recent edition of The Road magazine 
by Ian Kerr, and ex-police motorcyclist, 
reprinted in this Newsletter. 
 
We would like to continue with the tried and 
tested system of safety we use on Hogsback 
rides. This means that only Road Crew wear 
hi-vis vests on official group rides. We hope 
you are able to agree to this, but if you wish 
to wear hi-vis, then please be prepared to be 
asked to ride behind the tail end sweepers, 
where you will be less likely to cause any 
ambiguity for the rest of the group. 
We would ask you to note that cooperating 
with this request is strictly your decision and 
it is a signed condition of Chapter 
membership that you understand and agree 
that all H.O.G. members and their guests 
participate voluntarily and at their own risk in 
all H.O.G. activities and that you assume all 
risks arising out of the conduct of such 
activities. 



 

Text reproduced by kind permission of Ian Mutch, Editor of The Road, published by The 
Motorcycle Action Group.      www.mag-uk.org. 
 

An ex-police motorcyclist 
gives his view on hi-viz 
By Ian Kerr 
 
Once again somebody (possibly well 
meaning?) has decided what is best for the 
motorcyclist without thinking through the 
whole subject or looking at any research. 
 
Everyone is of course entitled to their 
opinions, but when they are in a position to 
influence legislation things become somewhat 
dangerous. Take this idea that we should all 
wear high visibility clothing whilst riding our 
motorcycles. 

 
For some time now it has been law in some 
countries to carry a hi-viz vest in your car to 
be used if you should breakdown at the side 
of the road. Quite sensible really, especially if 
that puncture occurs at night on an unlit road. 
Nobody would possibly argue the safety 
benefits, but that is a whole different scenario 

to having to look like a toffee wrapper from a 
tin of sweets every time you decide to ride 
your bike. 
 
Apart from the fact that eventually such 
clothing becomes dirty and worn, like 
headlights being on all the time, the effect is 
negligible because people's brains adapt and 
expect to see it, so can still miss it. 
 
Don't believe me? Well at a recent 
motorcycle event I was involved in running, I 
was unable to spot the marshals who were 
all decked out in hi-viz as per our H&S man's 
instructions, because a whole host of riders 
rode in wearing identical vests! 

 
As a result we end up with no safety benefit 
and even worse we then start getting into the 
contributory negligence scenario whereby a 
court apportions part blame. Insurance 
companies may well dock any compensation 
in the event of a crash because either you 
were not wearing hi-viz or it was dirty. Work 



 

Text reproduced by kind permission of Ian Mutch, Editor of The Road, published by The 
Motorcycle Action Group.      www.mag-uk.org. 
 

out a table for degrees of dirty and the only 
winners are the legal profession as usual! 
 
Take it a stage further and we get into what 
standard (if any) did it meet? Obviously if it 
meets one it will be more expensive and then 
we get into cost verses benefit in that you 
can be led to believe the more you spend the 
safer you are. 
 
Does the reflectivity have to be part of the 
main garment, or is it an over garment? If the 
latter; imagine the rider wearing just a pair of 
shorts or bikini and flip-flops with a hi-viz vest 
over the top. No doubt our safety zealot who 
came up with this idea would be satisfied! 

Besides who exactly is going to police all this 
legislation? We have too few traffic police as 
it is and surely they have better things to do 
than root through people's clothing to find a 
Kitemark or ECE standard number and see if 
they can remember the right one! 
 

 
 
Don't get me wrong, I am not against people 
choosing to ride with various conspicuity aids, 
that is their choice and at present they do 
stand out from the crowd because not 
everyone does it.  
 
However, I regularly see riders of beautiful 
black classic bikes wearing hi-viz in the belief 
it will make up for the fact that their reactions 
and eyesight have often aged along with the 
bike they rode in their youth. Younger traffic 
and drivers/riders will move at a faster pace 
and a hi-viz is not a substitute for taking care. 
 

Instead of governments wasting money on 
unnecessary legislation they would be better 
off offering better training in the first place, 
along with the provision of advanced training 
afterwards to allow riders to hone their skills. 
There is no substitute for proper training; 
wrapping a rider up in hi-viz is no better than 
wrapping a leaky exhaust with a bandage - 
eventually you have to replace it. 
 

And if you have got this far 
and think I am talking 
rubbish – fine, but I rode a 
big white police bike for 
nineteen years the latter 
part with a big green 
jacket on and it made no 
difference, people still 
rode at me or pulled out on 
me. What kept me alive 
was training and in answer 

to your question, no I do not ride with any hi-
viz aids such as a vest or belt and will not do 
so! 

 



!

Côte Opal Reccy  
Reconnaissance runs, much like those 
done by the SAS (but older and fatter) are 
often carried out before a chapter ride or 
weekend away, in order to check out 
different routes, the standard of 
accommodation and places of interest. 

In most cases the ride leader(s) will have 
done a practice run looking for hazards, 
regrouping points, watering holes and to 
take timings of the various sections of the 
ride. Even on some of the nearer European 
rides road crew sometimes pop over the 
water to check things out before the big day 

arrives. (At their own expense – Ed) 

There a certain pressure on you when you 
have a pack of 20 Harleys rumbling behind 
you and can’t find the venue. The desire for 
things to go smoothly focuses the mind on 
the need for proper preparation.   This can 
work out well or it can be just as stressful as 
it going badly wrong on the day.  

I have just returned from a reccy of the Opal 
Shores Rally run, which will take place in 
September. The rally is hosted by the Opal 
Shores Chapter which is based at the new 
Boulogne dealership. Several emails went 
back and forth with them. This is where 
HOG chapters come in their own, helping 
each other out.  



!

 

Armed with my trusty translator Boris and 
the girls on the back we blasted down to the 
chunnel far too early on a cold grey 
Saturday morning.  

A dozen of the Opal chapter met us on the 
other side and, treating us like we had been 
friends for years. They guided us along the 
coast to a great lunch spot, then, in spite of 
the pouring rain, the afternoon was spent on 
a guided ride of the region. The French road 
crew blocking all the junctions so we didn’t 
have to put our feet down on the wet 
tarmac. Great hospitality extended into the 
evening, and dinner with the chapter at a fab 
restaurant .  

The next day was sunny and the roads were 
dry. First on the agenda was 
accommodation for Hogsback members 
attending the Rally. Our new friends didn’t 
abandon us to our search, but they helped 
us find suitable places before we roared off 
along twisty roads and through the side 
streets and alleyways of old towns on a 
route we would never have found without 
them. Lunch at a bikers café/restaurant 20 
minutes from the tunnel – if you’re in the 
area try it – Jacks Taverne at Landrethun-le-
nord.  

The rally is on 21 – 23 September and 
Hogsback will be attending – see the web 
site. They expect 3000 Harleys this year and 
have taken over the town of Hardelot. There 
will be a big party in the town from Friday 
evening till Sunday with live bands and a 
massive parade of Harleys. I can’t 
guarantee the weather but if you’re coming 
along you will have a great time.  

Dell Evans – Assistant Director. 

Membership 
From Wendy Evans  

 - Membership and merchandising Officer 
 
Have you renewed yet? 
Beat the 31st March dead line and save 
yourself £5. First please check!your HOG 
membership is up to date as this is a 
requirement for joining the chapter. 
Come along to club night on 5th April and 
collect your membership cards. 
Membership can also be renewed on 31st 
March at the Guildford Harley-Davidson 3rd 
Birthday bash. 
Come along - lots to do and see on the day. 
  
SOFER RALLY 
Its getting near to the South of England 
Rally at Bisley. Tickets go on sale from 1st 
April. See the SOFER website for details or 
see me at Clubnight. Loads of things have 
and are being organised again for this year. 
 

 
 
Merchandise 
We are having  a big Sale of Hogsback 
merchandise so get yours now at both club 
night and on sale on 31st March at the 
Guildford H-D 3rd Birthday come along.



 

BORING 
DOLDRUMS ? 

Expecting boring doldrums in January, I was 
in for a big surprise. For the first time in 
recent memory, every weekend in January 
we had an official ride or event organised.  
 

 
 
The weather, though jolly cold, was dry and 
ideal for short rides.  The wintery sun 
offered the right lighting for crisp photos.  

 

I must admit, shutter speeds were not fast 
enough to capture bullets exiting the rifles 
and handguns of our members attending the 
shooting at Bisley. I will try to give some 
technical photographic advice and start with 
Shutter Speed. (see box below) I am happy 
to answer your questions on these settings 
personally on one of the next rides or at 
Club Nights.  
 
Last year I participated in our Iron Butt ride, 
from John O’Groats to Lands End. Great 
fun, great opportunities for many pictures 
from the North to South of the UK. This 
year, Robin will try to combine a endurance 
ride with HOG’s ABC requirements, visiting 
as many dealerships as possible while 
traveling the 4 corners of the UK within 48 
hours. If you are looking for some challenge 
and great riding, join us as Iron Hog Rider.  

 
I am presently also spending time to learn 
some words of Portuguese, should be 
helpful on our epic ride to HOG Rally in 
Casacais. 
 
one beer : uma cerveja 
more beer: mais cerveja 
fish and chips: peixe e batatas fritas 
sun cream: protetor solar 
large glass of white wine: copo grande de 
vinho branco 
 

Shutter Speed" is important in photography, 
specially if you are dealing with fast moving 
objects like Harley-Davidson motorcycles or 
Hogsback Chapter member on their way to the 
next whiskey bar. Slow shutter speed are the 
dominant factor for blurry pictures. As I like to 
stay in auto- or program mode, one simple trick I 
use is to increase the ISO value - and never work 
with ISO set on automatic, only leave shutter 
speed and aperture on automatic. On sunny days 
ISO 200 will do fine, on cloudy days its better to 
go up to ISO 800, but if you are deep in a dark 
forest, move to ISO 1200 or even higher if your 
camera settings allow. You do not need to 
change this ISO setting for every photo, but once 
or twice a day, depending on lightening, scenery 
and action. 
A higher ISO makes the digital sensor of your 
camera more sensible to light, which in turn tells 
the shutter that it can go faster, moving from 
1/60th sec to 1/125 or 1/250. Remember: 1/60 is 
hard to hold steady even when not moving, and if 
you try to capture a moving motorcycle, you 
should hope to have a 1/250 shutter speed. 



 
It is difficult to choose, but its time for my 
favorite picture of the last months. No, its 
not just a pair of shoes, but close. Tania and 
Cliff's dancing shoes at the Season end 
party came a close second, but I liked best 
the row of Hogsback Members shooting at 
Bisley. I heard that Keith received a call 
from Hollywood for test screening.  
 
A modern innovation I will try to introduce 
this year are QR codes, which you may 
have seen before, but not yet explored.      
What are they really? Simply said, these are 
2 dimensional barcodes, similar to those you 
know from the supermarket. But being 2 
dimensional and more complex, they allow 
much more info to be stored. This can 
include text, URLs that take you to an advert 
or article, or even a whole vCard. If you 
have a Smartphone, a QR Reader app can 
be installed (you can easily download one 
free from many sources). You just point your 
phone camera on the QR code, and the 
Photo gallery will open in the browser on 
your phone, without having to remember or 
type a long URL.  

In the next month, you will see them appear 
in G H-D on the Hogsback noticeboard next 
to the coffee machine. With your free coffee 
in your hand you can watch recent photos. 
As examples, the codes above point to our 
"Shooting at Bisley" and "Wild West Brunch 
Ride" galleries, try them out, QR codes may 
be useful here, but can also be very helpful 
in other places.  
Hogsback Chapter is going from strength to 
strength, new Road Crew and a second 
Assistant Director will help to further improve 
the experience.  
Congratulations to Fiona, Ruth, Gary, Andy 
and Pete. You can now expect our lenses to 
be even more focused on you. 
 

Axel Thill                  – Head Photographer. 
 

 



 

LOH  
Start of 
Season 

 
This season has started 
early with many of us out 
on our bikes already 
enjoying the great 
weather.  
 

 
 
Some of you are now 
taking up the challenge of 
having a go on a bike. 
Potential new riders are 
starting with a taster 
session with Audra of 
Ridesure on Dunsfold  
Aerodrome,  
 

 
 
home of Top Gear and 
other motoring programs 
on TV.   

By the end of this year we 
may have a few more of us 
ladies on the road!!   
 

 
 
Great to have Fiona 
Leaves joining the Road 
Crew, swelling the female 
ranks along with Catherine 
and myself. 
 
There may be more of you 
ladies out there who would 
like to know more about 
being a Lady of Harley, or 
could be interested in 
getting more involved.  
Please do not hesitate to 
contact me so that I can 
get started, or improve 
your riding skills with a 
slow riding course or 
further practice under 
instruction. We can help 
arrange that too. 
 
The chapter’s SofER is still 
a few months away but 
plans are already afoot for 
the LADIES RIDE. The 
theme this year will be the 
DIAMOND JUBILEE. We 
all need to dress up 

appropriately, so start 
thinking and gathering 
your bling. Whether you 
are riding or not Ladies we 
need you to be there, 
either at Bisley and/or the 
Dealership. We need you 
to be setting the “scene“ in 
costume and getting into 
the spirit of the occasion. 
“Lucy in the Sky with 
Diamonds“ springs to 
mind!!  Let me know if you 
will be there and are able 
to get involved. Thanks. 
 
Well weather is looking 
good I had better get 
Steve to polish the bike if I 
want to go out tomorrow!!!! 
 
 
See you on the rides. 
 

 
 
Ruth palmer 
LOH 



 

Will you become 
my friend on 
Facebook? 

  
Do you like Facebook?  Some of us do and 
some of us really don’t want to know.  For 
those of you that do, Hogsback Chapter 
has, for some months, had its very own 
Facebook group. There are already 75 
members.  Those who are interested but a 
bit wary, it is worth noting that you can 
minimise your published details. Some of us 
do not want to create a personal profile on 
Facebook and there is no problem with that 
- all the personal 
reasons are valid.  
 
(This is where Axel gets 
into the theory and 
technicalities of it all – 
Ed.)  
 
Try not to think of it 
as whether to 
embrace Facebook or not to embrace 
Facebook. It is more about the INTERNET 
in general. Users of the Internet, as most of 
us are, create many profiles of ourselves. 
These may include; Tesco or Ocado food 
shopping, eBay, Amazon and many others. 
You all have a profile for the Hogsback 
Chapter website, albeit a very small hidden 
one. It consists of just your ID and 
password. Joining Facebook does not 
require more detail than that. You do not 
need to enter personal details. You do not 
need to write or post pictures or share your 
thoughts unless you wish to. Just register 
and watch. You do not even need to use 
your real 
name, as our 
Treasurer 
showed, but 
be careful, if 
you use 
nicknames like 
Milwaukee  

 
Pillion or Iron Rider, nobody will know who 
you are, and its unlikely you will be granted 
access to the Hogsback Chapter Facebook 
group.  It is worth noting that this is a closed 
group and is monitored and ‘moderated’ by 
administrators. This means that only those 
involved with the chapter are given access. 
The content is ‘moderated’ and undesirable 
threads or comments can and will be 
removed. Group members can offer 
comment and join in or just read and keep 
your thoughts to yourself. Treat it like Club 
Night at home and enjoy the company of 
friends online.  
Facebook has an ‘invite friends’ function you 
may not be interested in - simply do not use 
it. You may receive "friend" invitations, - you 
have a choice – accept or just ignore them. I 
myself follow a simple rule, if I do not know 
the person, I will not accept a "friend" 
request. It is as simple as that. Once you 
have played around with the notification 
settings, you will quickly find the balance 
that suits you. It is you that decides when to 
receive email notifications and when not. If 
you have questions or need reassurance, 
just drop me an email at 
axel.thill@hogsbackchapteruk.org  
 
You do not need to join Facebook to stay 
informed. The Hogsback Chapter website is 
the primary source of information for 
members. Pictures, ride information, admin’ 
and chapter news are published on the 
Website first, only then are they published 
via other channels.  These other channels 
include the weekly eShot, Twitter, Facebook 
or the Newsletter. You will miss nothing if 
you only use the website. 
 

Axel 



 
 
 

What’s up and coming in 
the Dealership 

  
MARCH 2012 
 
For those of you off on one of the 
many trips planned this season, or 
even an adventure of your own, come 
in and let us show you the new range 
of versatile Harley-Davidson luggage. 
Then you can pop upstairs to the 
Merchandise Department where we 
have the amazing new FXRG jackets 
for Men and Women, also the new 
FXRG pants for Men. Using the 
innovative new material, Cocona, 
probably the best Performance Fabric 
available for motorcycle clothing. 
 
New for 2012 – both the Core range 
and the Limited run Spring clothing 
collections for Men and Women are 
here. We also expect to have the new 
seasons H-D footwear. March is going 
to be a very exciting time.  
  
APRIL 
April is my favourite Spring month – 
with its longer days - ideal for trips out 
to see lambs, spring flowers and 
Easter Bunnies, not forgetting 
Chocolate!  
Come down to the dealership on 
Easter weekend and find a chocolate 
Easter egg. (only the children among 
you need participate) 
This month also sees the launch of 
the Dealership Photographic 
Competition, entitled –  

 

Helmet Hair 2012 
 

 
It was inspired by that picture Axel 
took of me, yes you know the one!  
Lets face it you can’t look any 
funnier…..can you? What does your 
hair look like when you take your 
helmet off? Just send your photo to 
katie@guildfordharley.co.uk  you can 
enter as many times as you like and 
all photos will go on display in the 
Customer Lounge. 
Judging will take place at the end of 
the season - prizes will be awarded! 
  
On a serious note April is Check your 
Helmet Month. Please do think about 
your helmet, you only have 1 head so 
its precious, so if your helmet is 
getting old, (over 5 years) or has been 
dropped, please think about coming to 
see me regarding a replacement. 
  
We would love 
to see you, 
even if you 
come in for look 
around, meet 
your friends, or 
just have a 
coffee. 
  
Katie 



 

Home Engineering  
Editors note; 
The amazing thing about the following home engineered 
accessories is that in the 830 odd pages in the current Harley-
Davidson P&A catalogue you won’t be able to duplicate these 
items that Richard wanted and has made. He doesn’t want to 
duplicate them either so please don’t ask him. 
 
You will see in the following pictures a few 
accessories that I have made in the garden 
workshop : 
 
1.Polished number plate surround. 
Combing the Internet only drew a blank. So 
out came my own blank - a piece of 3mm 
aluminium plate.  
 

 
 
The picture above shows the result.  
I suppose the number plate being 7" X 5.5" 
had something to do with nothing being 
available. The letters/digits are legal size.         

 

2. Front LED lighting strip. 
Beneath the headlight you will see a strip of 
LED's bought from a local car accessory 
shop. This is mounted within a housing of 
folded sheet aluminium (or plate). The whole 
assembly is mounted with same bolt that 
holds the headlight in place. The reason for 
this addition is that I hope to be seen a long 
way off.  The idea came from the current 
crop of Audis and Citroen DSs. When  
coming towards me they are noticeable a 
good 300 yards away. They call them DRL's 
(daylight running lights). 
 
3. The air horn compressor with cover.  
This took some positioning - and in the end 
was mounted parallel to the nearside down 
tube. It is secured in place with stainless 
steel brackets, which bolt through an 
existing hole. The airhorn trumpets mount  
 

 
 
where the stock horn would have been. The 
compressor was then covered with polished 
22 gauge stainless steel sheet. (easier said 
than done – Ed) 
 
At no time during making and fitting of the 3 
items above, were any animals hurt or extra 
holes drilled in the bike.  
I do sometimes buy Harley accessories, and 
at the moment I am saving up for a pair of 
rear wheel spindle nut covers. 
 

Richard Francis. 
 
Another Editor’s note:  
I’m sure there are other precise and beautiful creations out in the 
Chapter.  Send me some words and pix and we may get them in 
print. Keep it legal and original. No cheap copies of H-D parts.

 



 

THE LUCK 
OF THE 
DRAW 

 

On so many occasions over the years and at various 
functions we have always bought raffle tickets, always 
cheering the lucky  winners as they rush forward waving 
their tickets in the air with glee.  

Now it was our turn.   At the Harley Fashion Show in 
December, we won the second prize in the raffle. This 
was for two tickets for a truly fabulous and spectacular 
rock musical. The show was entitled ‘American Anthems’ 
and was at the New Wimbledon Theatre for one night 
only on the 7th February .We set off in good time on a 
bitterly cold evening and after parking in Wimbledon we 

had a meal in a local 
restaurant before arriving at 
the theatre.The show was 
marvellous - the music and 
dancing incredible, and there 
was even a Harley Dyna on 
stage at one side, upon which 
sat performers for some of 
the songs.What a brilliant and 
enjoyable evening, we both 
simply loved it. Many thanks 
to Ruth who organised this 
wonderful prize for the raffle.    

Richard F 



 
Chefs Prepare 
for Hogsback 

SOFER 
 
Hogsback Chapter’s very 
own celebrity, heart-throb, 3-
star Dunlop chefs, Captain 
Norm & Wavy Davy, are 
deep into planning their year-
on-year improvements to the 
Chapter’s 2012 SOFER 
Rally bar-be-que. 
 
Interviewed this week over a 
full-English breakfast at The 
Hare & Hounds in the West 
End, Captain Norm insists, 
“We believe in celebrating 
the amazing on-going annual 
achievements of our 
Chapter. What better way to 
return the loyalty of the 
members than keeping them 
well fed?” 
 
“Bland is not a word we 
recognise,” quipped the 
dynamic duo, “We want 
flavours and we want  
everything we do to be fun.” 

 
Expect a strong German 
flavour on the menu this year 

with three very different rides 
around Germany planned by 
the dedicated team of Road 
Crew. Wavy Davy is keen to 
point out, “We even have our 
own support team of keen 
sausage tasters headed by 
Chief Photographer Axel. He 
will have his work cut-out 
keeping up with us this year, 
in more ways than one….”  
 
Norm’s enthusiasm knows  
no bounds, “New Safety 
Officer, Carl Christensen, 
has even planned a  
weekend ride to the Isle of  
Wight garlic farm to ensure  
we can enjoy the very best of 
ingredients from around 
Europe.” 

Culinary contributions will 
also be accumulated as the 
club rides around Europe 

this summer. “With tours 
planned from Portugal to 
Scotland and all points in 
between, we fully intend our 
bar-be-que to remain one of 
the many highlights of the 
SOFER Rally,’’ says Norm, 
“but you have to be a 
Hogsback Chapter member 
to benefit.”   
 
February up-date 
 
I caught up with the boys 
again at the Ally-Pally 
Custom Bike Show. It was 
difficult spotting Wavy 
Davy amongst all the long-
haired, bearded bikers, but 
Norman’s natural charm 
shone through the crowd 
as I caught them with a 
couple of Redheads at the 
bar.  
 
Norman explained, “We 
fancied a Redhead at mid-
day, 
Blondes are 
best in the 
morning 
and I prefer 
a nice stout 
before I go 
to bed. At 
SOFER we 
tend to start on the red 
wine and we never 



 
remember what we finish 
on!  All we hope is that 
everyone enjoys the bar-
be-que and go on to enjoy 
the bands in the evening”. 
 
“Carl has already provided 
a sample of the Isle-of-
Wight garlic and it’s 
monstrous”, exclaims 
Wavy Davy, “we’ve already 
started experimenting and 
look out for some exclusive 
and very special Wight 
lamb burgers on offer at 
Bisley”. 
 

 
 
“I’ll bet they’re better than 
van burgers”, says I.  
 
“Too right, they are”, retorts 
Norm, “but you’ll need to 
start limbering-up for the  

 
2012 chilli too, it will blow 
your taste buds away….” 
“We were at another 
exhibition at Excel last 
week and tested a whole 

range of food from 
Snowdonia cheeses to  
 

 
 
Yorkshire beef and Indian 
spices from Peckham”,  
 

 
 
adds the ever-enthusiastic 
Davy. “We walked miles 
around those halls”, agrees 
Norm, “it works up an 
appetite and a thirst. “We 
tried a few of the wines and 
the best was served 
together with a Perigord 
pâté by a charming French 
couple from the Dordogne. 
We can’t wait to get on the 
European road to extend 
our research and taste 

experience”. 
“Our team of sausage  
 
tasters have also started in 
earnest”, slips in Davy with 
a tap of his finger on his 
nose, “expect a new 
addition of Brodie square 
sausage on your breakfast 
plates at SOFER together 
with the bacon and eggs” 
What a fabulous pair these 
boys are and a great team. 
The Hogsback Chapter are 
so fortunate to have their 
very own dedicated 3-star 
Dunlop Chefs to cater for 
their inner need’s. 
 
“Roll on the riding season 
for 2012”, they cry in 
harmony, “We are going to 
have ourselves a great 
time, eating, drinking and 
being very merry indeed. 
We only hope you can 
keep up with our insatiable 
appetites for fun”. 
 
Our roving reporter;  

- Mal Columnist 



 

 

 
GUNSMOKE 

Shooting at Bisley 
 
When Dell Evans and Bill Morris put the 
invite out for some Wild West action, who 
could resist? 
 

 
 
This day out for the lucky few seemed to get 
filled on the strength gossip and word of 
mouth, it was so popular.  
 
The early bird catches the worm as they say.  
I hope Dell and Bill will be dangling some  

 
worms again soon. This great day out at 
Bisley Shooting Range, thanks to all the 
instructors spending so much time with us and 
letting us play with their powerful guns.  
 

 
 
After many rounds of exercise, the afternoon 
sharpshooter competition was won by Gary 
Morse. 
 



 

TALMAG  

Pre 65 Trials 
29th January 2012 

Back in the days of yore, 
before the only weekly 
motorcycle newspaper was 
MCN there were two weekly 
papers the blue one 
motorcycle weekly and the 
red one motorcycle news. I 
have to say I was more of a 
blue one reader with tales of 
rallies, lots of Panthers 
(would still like one) and 
trials. 

Now I have never really tried 
trials, but loved the photos 
and tales and amongst one 
of the most revered trials 
along with the Scottish six 
day was the Talmag the 
biggest gathering of pre 
1965 trials bikes in the 
country. However much I 
tried I could never find out 
before the event when it 
was, and my hopeless sense 
of direction would never let 
me find it anyway (I always 
thought it was in Wales).So 
when the idea of a non 
breakfast ride came up, to 
see the Talmag I was really 
up for it. Just hoping the 
weather would be kind as it 
would be Millie's first outing 
since a winter makeover. So 
a select few of the Hogsback 
posse met up for a non 
breakfast ride eventually 

following Dave from 
Guildford through the scenic 
route (We must have woken 
Puttenham up) to Hungry hill 
near Aldershot, where the 
Crack, chuff chuff chuff of 
loads and loads of four 
stroke bikes and sidecars 
finding their way through the 
woods. Including Panthers 
see they follow me. 

It has to be said it was a 
fantastic day out and I lost 
my heart to several bikes but 
most definitely to the Vincent 
comet. 

 

A big thanks to Dave for 
leading and breaking my 
Talmag duck... shall I be 
back if I hear when it is again 
oh yes.      

Bosun 
 



 

Thunder In 
The Glens 

2012 
 
Captain McNorm and wee 
Wavy Davy invite you to 
join us on an ear-splitting, 
rip-roaring, Highland 
flinging, caber tossing, 
beer-swilling, mountainous 
fun-filled Thunder In The 
Glens over the August 
Bank-Holiday weekend of 
2012. 

 
We depart early morning 
Wednesday 22nd August 
with the compass pointing 
due North to arrive in 
Northumberland late 
afternoon and an over-
night stop in the Premier 
Inn at Cramlington. Canny 
Premier savers will share a 
double room for £29. 
 
Our ride to The Cairngorm 
Mountains in the heart of 
The Scottish Highlands will 
take you on a beautiful 
scenic journey along the 
wild Northumberland coast 
and across the Firth of the 
Forth.  We may pay a visit 
to the Holy Island of 
Lindisfarne and/or rally 

hosts Edinburgh Harley-
Davidson along the way. 
  
Accommodation in the rally 
resort of Aviemore gets 
booked early. We advise 
you to book your own as 
soon as possible. This is a 
very popular rally. Four 
night’s camping on-site can 
be included with your rally 
ticket when you purchase it 
from the Dunedin Chapter. 
This is highly 
recommended for those 
who really enjoy their 
camping, but facilities are 
basic and the weather is 
very Scottish Highlands. 
Canny campers purchase 
four nights of 
entertainment, 
accommodation, tee-shirt 
and pin for £35. This 
leaves lots of fine Scottish 
pound notes to spend on 
drinking, or a superior set 
of waterproofs! 

 
Musical entertainment at 
the rally is yours to pick 
and choose over all four 
days and nights.  It is 
extremely diverse and 
there is something for 
everyone. The atmosphere 
throughout the whole 
venue is very welcoming 
indeed. 
 

There will be an organised 
official rally ride-out on the 
Saturday 25th probably to 
Whisky Town, Grantown-
on-Spey, which is highly 
recommended. 
 
We will organise our own 
Hogsback diversion for the 
Friday and/or Sunday, 
which may include a 
special lunch and tour of 
the Brodie ancestral castle 
by our very own Brodie 
family member, more 
information to follow. Either 
way, we have lots of treats 
we can indulge you with, 
the roads and the scenery 
in every direction are 
awesome.  
 
The return journey will start 
on Monday morning back 
to the wild wilderness of 
Northumberland and a 
repeat over-night hotel 
stop. 
 
Tuesday 29th August will 
follow the compass due 
South back to 
Hogsbackland and the 
comfort of your own beds 
to recover from all the 
excitement. 
 
Thunder In The Glens is 
courtesy of 
The 
Dunedin 
HOG 
Chapter 
and Edinburgh Harley-
Davidson 
 
Sign up now   Wavy Davy 



Riding in France in 2012 
the position according to the Motorcycle Action Group (MAG) 

In an attempt to get a definitive statement about the current French laws on motorcycle riding 
in France, Hogsback Chapter has received this communication from MAG’s Nich Brown. The 
statement is very helpful. However, and for the avoidance of doubt, Hogsback Chapter 
makes no warranty about its accuracy.  

We have also been advised by our twinned Reims Chapter that all drivers, inc motorcyclists 
must carry at least one breathalyser kit on the vehicle (single use disposable is OK). Law 
applies 1 Jul 2012 and €15 fines will be given from Nov 2012 onwards. The alcohol limit in 
France (0.05%) is lower than in the UK (0.08%) and obviously, the kit must be capable of 
detecting the lower limit. 

— MAG Statement begins — 

Hi-Viz 

• The existing requirement for drivers to carry hi-viz in case of breakdown does not apply to 
riders. 

• There is an existing requirement for riders to have four reflective stickers on their helmet; it 
appears this is rarely enforced but in any case it is unclear whether this can be enforced 
against non-residents of France. 

• The new decree (that riders must wear a minimum 150cm-square reflective material between 
waist and shoulder) does not start until 2013 and there is a campaign to prevent the decree 
taking effect (French elections this year, the main opposition party allegedly willing to kill the 
decree if they get in). 

Other issues 

• Number plates the new law requiring bigger plates brings French plates closer to the UK 
spec and does not come in until next year and UK-legal plates should be okay. 

• Speed French police take speeding seriously, apparently a lot of speed camera warning 
signs have been removed, devices to detect radar are illegal (GPS with speed camera sites 
loaded on them are okay).  Fines are payable on the spot, expect to be arrested and possibly 
have the vehicle impounded if you can't pay or the speed was high. 

• Ethanol in petrol this can damage fuel systems on older bikes, content ranges from 5% - 
85% ethanol (look for 'E5', 'E10' and 'E85' on the pump), standard fuel without ethanol is sold 
as 'SP95' and 'SP98'. 

• Drink-drive limit is lower than in UK - if you are found to have between 0.5mg/l and 0.8 mg/l 
(0.8 is the UK limit) there is a fine, penalties including confiscation for higher amounts. 

Don't forget about checking your insurance company requirements for riding abroad, GB 
plates and to carry your European Health Insurance Cover card 
http://www.nhs.uk/NHSEngland/Healthcareabroad/EHIC/Pages/Introduction.aspx” 

— MAG statement ends — 



 

!

2012 Challenge 

So#how#does#it#work?!!"!All!you!have!to!do!is!to!ride!to!a!city,!town!or!village!!and!get!a!picture!of!you!and!your!
bike!with!the!2012!Hog!magazine!infront!of!the!relevant!sign!–!one!each,!from!A!to!Z.!

For!example:!Alton,!Bramley,!Camberley,!Dorking!etc.!There!are!some!letters!that!are!more!difficult!like!J,!V,!Z!and!X.!!
You!can!get!up!to!26!points!the!full!alphabet.!!The!next!category!is!countries,!counties,!regions!and!cantons!(in!france)!
and!you!can!list!up!to!30!of!these!but!not!in!alphabetical!order!so!you!could!have!Surrey!and!Sussex!for!example.!!You!
are!allowed!two!national!parks!and!you!get!a!point!for!the!H"d!office!in!Oxford.!!

You!get!a!point!for!every!US!state!you!go!to!(hired!bikes!count)!and!every!rally!you!attend!gets!you!two!points.!You!can!
also!get!a!point!for!every!dealer!you!visit!provided!you!get!a!receipt,!compliment!slip!or!business!card.!

You#get#a#pin#for#26#points#and#a#patch#at#36#points#and#once#you#get#to#46#points#you#get#freebies!!!!!!!!!

ABC#1#special#ride#on#the#14th#April##

ABC#2#special#ride#on#the#5th#May#

Iron#Hog#ride#–#weekend#of#28th#July#This!is!a!great!chance!to!
get!lots!of!dealers!and!crank!up!the!points!for!your!abc!challenge.!Not!only!
that!but!you!get!a!great!new!patch!exclusive!to!hogsback!for!this!year!

This!is!a!way!of!rewarding!you!for!riding!your!bike!!!!

All!you!need!to!do!is!a!camera(phone?)!a!Harley!and!a!2012!hog!mag.!!

ABC RIDES 

Pub at ZEALS 



 

!

2012 

What!we!all!have!to!do!is!to!
record!our!start!mileage!and!
our!end!mileage!for!the!year,!
report!it!to!HOG!at!the!
beginning!and!then!again!at!
the!end!of!the!riding!season.!

First!you!must!enrol!as!a!
Hogsback-mileage!collector.!!

You!do!this!by!completing!one!
of!the!Hogsback!chapter!

mileage!forms!and!having!your!
mileage!checked!and!stamped!by!Mike!Wilson!or!one!of!the!other!dealer!reps,!the!
form!is!then!handed!in!to!Mike!Wilson!or!Robin!Seymour.!

Robin!then!reports!your!start!mileage!for!the!competition.!

All!mileage!after!that!counts!for!the!Hogsback!chapter!total.!All!reporting!also!
counts!for!your!own!HOG!mileage!count!and!badges.!

Rental!bikes!can!be!included,!just!take!a!form!with!you!and!get!the!dealer!to!
stamp!it!for!you!or!give!a!copy!of!the!final!contract.!If!you!change!your!bike!you!
need!to!tell!us!so!that!the!old!bike!mileage!can!be!recorded!and!the!new!bike!
started.!

We-will-be-holding-a-close-mileage-
day-on-October-27th-to-repeat-
the-process.-

!

Following!the!success!of!
2011!Cliff!Michie!and!Robin!
Seymour,!are!coordinating!
the!Mileage!Chapter!
Challenge!this!year.!We!
want!to!start!as!soon!as!
possible!so!everybody!can!
amass!a!huge!chapter!total.!
!
We!will!be!holding!a!“Start-
mileage-day”!on!March!17th!
at!!GHD!to!get!the!ball!
rolling.!If!you!cannot!make!
that!day,!please!get!Mike!
Wilson!to!certify!your!
mileage!start!as!soon!as!
possible!after!March!17th.!
!
!
!

CHAPTER 
Challenge 


