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Guildford
Harley-Davidson
Mike Rounds up 2011 for us.
It is difficult to believe that yet
another fantastic year is
drawing to a close. It seems
hardly any time at all since we
started 2011 together at the
Preston Cross Hotel with
the re-run of the ‘Ladies of
Harley Fashion Show’ this
time without the snow!!
The Ally Pally Custom Bike
Show was a huge event for
the Dealership. The Chapter
eagerly supported it.

Twin Pan gained a fine third
place trophy. We then flowed
into the ride season with the
crisp early starts for the
March breakfast rides. March
was a cracking month for food
– from the Gatwick Manor
bacon Rolls on the Pioneer
Run to the free Hog Roast at
the Guildford HarleyDavidsons Birthday party.
This was my personal
UKfavourite, with cool music,
nice bikes, enthusiastic
friends and Hogsback
Brewery beer.
The rides began in earnest
with a variety and choice not
matched by any other UK

Chapter. These not only
encompassed the weekends
but tried a new midweek
format as well. This I gather
was well received bar one
where at least a photographer
was on hand to record the
fog.
With the Summer arriving the
planning reached its climax
with the SOFER weekend.
Between the LOH ‘Captain
Jack Sparrow’ ride and the
incredibly busy Dealership
marquee there really didn’t
seem to be enough time to
take advantage of all the
Chapter rides and still hold
down a paying job. It was
great fun to hear all that went
on. The dealership kept the
notice board up to date with
all the newsletters and event
reports. In addition pictures
and anecdotes were shared
on the website.
All too soon one of the
busiest summers Guildford
Harley-Davidson has ever
experienced drew to a close.
The tremendous efforts put in
by the Team were recognised
when we were chosen to pilot
the Harley-Davidson Visual
Marketing program. The
Team also sold the largest
number of new HarleyDavidson motorcycles in the
United Kingdom. (and we are
enjoying them – Ed)
To top the year we managed
to finish the XR1200 Trophy
race season with a complete
Race Bike thanks to the
efforts of Julian Tillotson and
Jordan Bonner. This is a
definite result and we shared
the glory with a small but loyal

Chapter following - come rain
or shine, at most meetings
throughout the year.
For me, one of the defining
Chapter achievements of this
year has been to see new
members joining at first with
trepidation and then throwing
themselves in whole
heartedly into chapter life
once they have realised just
what the Chapter has to offer
- and also what they can offer
to the Chapter in return.
Unfortunately I have not been
on as many rides this year as
I would have liked. It has
been apparent that plenty has
been going on and I have
promised myself to ride more
of the 2012 programme.
It has been a pleasure to be
associated with what is
undoubtedly the best HOG
Chapter in the UK supported
by the number one
Dealership in the known
world.
Wishing you all the Happiest
of Christmases and a very
healthy and prosperous New
Year.
Ride free and have fun.
Mike Wilson

Who decides who's in
charge?
(And how did they get there?)
HOG sets the basic rules and then leaves it to
us. The HOG Charter is a tome produced by
Harley-Davidson when they set up the Harley
Owners Group network.

This is the minimum set of Officers required by
HOG to run a Chapter. These Primary Officers
then choose others e.g. Road Crew,
Membership, Editor, etc.
These are the so-called Discretionary Officers.
This way of doing things can work well if the
Chapter is new or going through difficult times.
As Hogsback Chapter has matured over time,
so we have been evolving a much more
democratic version of things - all still very much
within the HOG Charter.

It sets the ground rules for all Chapter
operations - that's for every Chapter on the
planet! Every Chapter - including the 36 in the
UK - signs up to it every year. It's a large part
of the secret to how we all recognise other
Chapters as belonging to the same family the
world over.
That said, the Charter leaves a lot of scope for
how Chapters actually run things. This is good
since Chapters need to adapt themselves to
local circumstances - which can change.
In all Chapters, the Director has to be appointed
or approved by the Dealership. In many
Chapters the Director then chooses the other
Primary Officers (the Assistant Director(s),
Treasurer and Secretary).
Current Hogsback Chapter Primary Officers

Dik Gregory

Keith Dorling

Carrol England

How's it done in Hogsback?
In Hogsback, all Officer posts are for a 3 year
period. This includes the Director, although all
candidates for this position need to be preapproved by the Dealership. (This is essential
as the Chapter-Dealership relationship is critical
to successful Chapter operations and these two
guys needs to be able to work well with one
another).
At the end of the 3 year term, the existing post
holder can re-apply (if they haven't had
enough!) along with any other interested
members who might qualify. We put out
notices calling for nominations and if there is
more than one qualifying candidate, the
successful Officer is appointed from a free vote
of full Chapter members.
All fully paid up members get to vote - whether
they are riders or pillions: what matters is that
they are full Chapter members in their own right
(i.e. not just guests).

What about Road Crew?
In Hogsback, all Road Crew positions are by invitation of the Road Captains, based on assessment
against a number of explicit criteria related to riding skills, safety, aptitude and commitment.
There are no elections, but there have been some new appointments - also to be announced on Feb
Club Night.

The Road Crew planning the Ride Programme for 2012

When's the next election?
Following the expiry of some 3 year terms, the
next Hogsback Officer elections will be held at
Club Night on Thu 2 Feb 2012.

Nomination notices have been released for two
Assistant Director positions, Treasurer,
Secretary, Safety Officer, Charities Officer,
Editor (this may become two Co-Editors to ease
the task); Membership Officer and Webmaster.
You can check out the duties and qualifications

required for each of these by logging in to the
Members Area of the website and clicking on
the Admin page.

Nominations close on Dec 31.
Dik Gregory
Director & Road Captain

IT’S WINTER
TIME!!

Well it’s well and truly winter
now, had to scrape ice of the
car windscreen for the first
time this week and the gritting
lorries are out, so there is no
chance of taking the bike out
for a winter blast even if the
sun comes out, not with all
that salt on the road.
So it’s time to change the old
oil out and leave the bike for a
couple of months cleaned
inside and out. You do
change the oil before you put
it away for the winter don’t
you?

If not why not? You don’t
leave the bike dirty on the
outside for months on end so
why leave the inside dirty?
Also if possible raise the bike
off the ground - this will help
keep the tyres in shape,
check tyre pressures, this

also is good for the tyres, they
are arguably the most
important part of the bike.
Also, maybe it’s time for a few
mods and a little tweak here
and there, maybe in the looks
department, or to make it just
a bit more comfortable for you
or your pillion.
The best bit of kit I’ve bought
recently has been a heated
jacket I know what your
thinking but DILLIGAF it’s
better to be warm - keeps you
more alert when riding rather
that thinking about how cold
you are all the time. I also got
one for her indoors and
believe me that’s really good
for my ears as well!!!
Its also a good time to think
about next year in terms of
what rides you fancy
especially the weekend
events as these are always
popular and fill up pretty
quickly.
We recently held our planning
meeting, which was as lively
as ever and with lots of
enthusiasm for the year
ahead. We have quite a few
new ride ideas and places to
go which hopefully will please
most of you most of the time,
but there is only so much you
can do throughout the year.
The big event for next year if
of course the HOG European
Rally in Portugal with over 30
members making there way
via various routes some even
fly down and all ending up in
Cascais Marina right in the
centre of all the action.
Remember we now have a

even more ways to
communicate with the
membership apart from the
weekly Eshot and web site,
we are on twitter and now
facebook, for all you geeky
types I’m sure you will be able
find out how to sign up for
both of them, also next year
the HOG line will have a new
phone master and will be
updated a lot more regularly
then it has been of late.

Well that’s it for another year
hope you have all enjoyed it
and got from the Chapter all
you expected and wanted and
hope next year is even bigger
and better!!!!!
Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year to You All

Keith Dorling
Assistant Director & Treasurer
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Winter RC Meeting
December marks the end of another
‘incident free’ season, a big thank you
to all of our Road Crew for planning
and organising this years events.
French Law and
the high viz vests!
The motorcycling press went into
freefall this year after the French
government decided all motorcyclists
should wear a high visibility vest.
After much debate with the Hogsback
road crew and committee members
we decided to try to accommodate
members with a preference to wearing
high viz vests within our ride outs,
d-i-s-a-s-t-e-r two of our members
complained that new members
wearing high viz were mistaken for the
tail end marshals resulting in a very
near miss!

of unambiguous high viz marshalling,
shown in a spread of 100 World Class
racers setting out on ‘The Tour of
Britain’ being provided with support
and safety from the IAM National
Escort Support Group. (See below)
2012 Planning
On Sunday the 27th Nov the road
crew devoted 6hrs of their day to
planning the Hogsback event
calendar. Look out for the full event
calendar on the website in 2012 when
full information will be available to fully
paid up Chapter members.

The road crew quickly addressed the
situation by requesting members not
to wear high viz vests within the pack.
Thank you!
to the majority of the membership in
agreeing with our safety solution.

Safety issues
Part of our meeting includes
comments on safety issues, One item
that came to our attention is the
problem of the 2nd rider leaving too
large a gap from the leader. This
leaves the ride leader in a difficult and
dangerous position when reaching the
next junction. The drop off system is
designed to look after everyone in the
ride, please remember if you are in the
next drop off position. The ride leader
is relying on your support at the next
junction - The success or failure of the
ride may depend on you!

An article published in the winter
edition of Advanced Driving, (the
institute of advanced motorists
magazine), illustrates the importance

Overtaking Lorries
Some concern has been shown about
overtaking lorries on the motorway,
If for example the group is riding in

Staggered Formation
Road
Captain
(Leader)

Ride Leader
is relying on
support from
this rider at the
next junction

Maintain
close contact
with Road
Captain
(Leader)

Marshals
(Tail End)

lane 2 passing a lorry, allow 2 lorry
lengths past before pulling over to
lane 1. It is horrifying to watch riders
cut in front of a lorry cab at 60-70mph
resulting in the lorry driver having to
apply the air brakes to create a safe
braking distance for his load.
Blocking lanes on the
motorway
If you are towards the back of the
group do not attempt to block lanes.
Everyone should be left to make their
own overtaking manoeuvre in safety,
blocking lanes can lead to irate car
drivers overtaking on the inside,
a serious danger hazard to the
motorcyclist.
Life Savers
Many feel cosseted within the group
but please don’t forget your
‘Lifesavers’ particularly when turning
right or exiting a roundabout. Next
time you are out on a ride count how
many riders perform a life saver
before turning right - it’s frightening!
Ride safe and keep an eye on the
temperature this time of year. If you
have a ‘Glide’ 32°f on the gauge is
freezing point, ride home gently and put
her away until the temperature climbs.
As the say - keep the shiny side up!
Graham Woods
Head Road Captain
Safety Officer

LOH End of
Year finale
2011
Well what a great finale to the
2011 season – we had the
Fashion Show Club Night on
the 1st December then the
Beach Party on saturday
Night - amazing.
Our 3rd annual Fashion Show
organised by Katie Bates and
her team together with press
ganged LOH’s Jayne, Alex
and Wendy. Well done girls.

Jayne didn’t want to take her
dress off - she seemed to
team it up with the rest of her
fashions throughout the show!
Steve Green continued to
prove that he’s still a cool
dude when modelling the
latest riding gear. Grippo and
Dave Francis became this
year’s latest male model
recruits. Wendy and Alex
showed off the new range of
bike luggage (new bags not
old bags) just right for next
year’s trips to Portugal and
beyond.

To cap off the week we were
able to celebrate to the
sounds of the Beached Boys.
Plenty of surf boards, beach
balls, palm trees and seagulls. The sounds of summer
all helped to lift the spirits hic?
There were fantastic beach
belles and great beach
bums!! With flip flops to
sneakers, snorkels and
wetsuits, some pirates and
sailors we disco’d into the
early hours courtesy of DJ
Rob Paston. When we are not
biking we are still having fun!!

The fun finale had all the
team including Katie and
Melanie modelling the latest
sparkly shirts and hoodies,
accessorised with some
stunning bags and belts (Who
says biking gear can’t look
feminine too ?)

The show kicked off with a
wild wedding of fluffy white
dresses and great leather
boots and jackets.

The two Tracys, Bonnici and
Stubbington did a great job of
selling the raffle tickets for my
chosen charity, Beating
Bowel Cancer. A big thank
you to all on the night.
Between us we raised
£241.00. Splendid!

So if you missed these events
- next year come and join in
the fun !!!!

Ruth Palmer –
Ladies of Harley.

Our Charitable
Chapter
It's been an excellent twelve
months fundraising for our
three favoured charities,
Alzheimer's Society, The
Rainbow Trust, Surrey Air
Ambulance, plus a few more!
Lest we forget, let me remind
you what these charities do
with the money we, and
others, raise over the year.

Alzheimer's Society is an
organization which works to
improve the quality of life of
people affected by dementia
in England, Wales and
Northern Ireland.
Their unique research
programme funds research
into the cause, cure, care and
prevention of dementia to
improve treatment for people
today and to search for a cure
for tomorrow.

Rainbow Trust Children's
Charity provides emotional
and practical support to
families who have a child with
a life threatening or terminal
illness. Rainbow Trust's
Family Support Workers join
the family in their own home
and are there to provide
practical support. We are
contactable 24 hours a day
for families in crisis from
diagnosis, through treatment
and even after bereavement.
Rainbow relies almost entirely
on voluntary donations and
through the generosity of our
supporters we are able to
help around 1,000 families a
year.

Kent, Surrey & Sussex Air
Ambulance Trust is a
registered charity established
to relieve sick and injured
people in South East England
and surrounding areas by
providing a Helicopter
Emergency Medical Service

(HEMS).
Responding swiftly to 999
calls, the Air Ambulance can
deliver a highly skilled team of
Specialist Doctors and Critical
Care Paramedics to the
patient at the scene.
Flying fast, direct and
unhindered up to 150mph the
Air Ambulance can reach any
part of Kent, Surrey or
Sussex in under 20 minutes
flying time.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Chapter members have
raised additional funds that
have gone direct to other
charities throughout this past
season.

Six riders partook in an
endurance ride and raised
£5657.95
for the following charities;
Alzheimers Society, Motor
Neurone, Surrey Air
Ambulance, British Heart
Foundation and Prostate
Cancer.
Well done to all those that
took part and arranged it all.

Casino Night

Twelve months ago, at last
year's Casino night, Dik
Gregory, our Chapter
Director, donated his
winnings of £100.00 to our
charities. The raffle generated
£205.00 and the Casino
organization also donated
£30.00.

were made, raising £200.00.
Thank you Howard.
The Easter Egg Run, last
April, collected £75.00
towards our charities.
The sale of tee shirts at Bisley
this year generated a
handsome sum of £330.38.
Well done to Wendy.

Donations made at Polesden
Lacey last summer enabled
us to send a cheque direct to
The Rainbow Trust for
£244.90.
Sally Salamon donated
£50.00, in thanks for selling
her Honda on our website.
Donations collected at
Beaky's Bootsale, early April,
in Dorking came to £200.00.
Thanks must go to several
dedicated members getting
up at the crack of dawn and
manning a stall for several
hours.
Contributions from sales of
merchandise at SOFER 2010

The Forget-me-not Memory
Ride in July raised £190.00!
We then handed over a
cheque for same to the
Alzeimer's Society.
Our most recent Christmas
Party raffle raised £287.00 for
our charities. A big thank you
must be made to our very
own dealership, Guildford
Harley-Davidson, for donating
the £350.00 worth of prizes.
To date we now have
£2106.17 remaining in our
Charities Account. Come the
end of the year we will make
three equal cheque payments
to our respective charities
named above, at a date to be
announced.

I have been asked by the
charities to say, a very big
THANK YOU, to all Hogsback
chapter members who, either,
organised, helped with or
contributed in any way to the
fundraising over this and past
years.
Your generosity will help
support the infrastructure that
keeps these charities running,
working on behalf of many
unfortunate people, young
and old.
Giving something back to our
community is an uplifting
experience. Some of us have,
or have had, first hand
contact with one or another
person who benefits from the
sterling work carried out by
these charitable bodies.
We should all feel honoured
with our efforts and
generosity to date and hope
that we can keep this pro
active position into the
following year and beyond.
Roger Bonnici
Charities Officer

After the season is
before the season!
A play on an old German expression which
means  don’t  get  sad  because  it’s over (in this
case the riding season), but be happy because
the new one will start soon! I know we will be
setting new benchmarks in 2012 to improve
the experience even further.

Though not exactly by design, Hogsback
Chapter UK now has an official Facebook
Group presence. Some will exclaim "finally"
while other may consider Facebook "evil". I
welcome it as an additional channel and layer
of communication, not more, not less.
With about 60 odd members presently in our
Facebook group, it is not going to replace any
of the traditional channels of communication of
Hogsback Chapter, all above the Club Nights,
because actually meeting friends in person can
not be replaced by digital bits and bytes. We
are a riding club, not an online debating
society.
From a photographic viewpoint, the Facebook
channel will not change our workflow. The
central repository for all our pictures will
continue to be our galleries on SmugMug; we
will not upload the full photo set to Facebook.
And we will continue to post links to recent
rides on the Hogsback Website and eShots.
So if you are not on Facebook, you will miss
absolutely nothing. Yes, we will also post the
links to the new galleries on Facebook, but this
is an addition and not a replacement. The
added benefit of this group is that you can
directly comment and discuss with other
members online, and click the "Like" button to
massage the egos of ride leaders and

photographers. But as Dik wrote in the
channel description - please play nice!
Over the next cold and wet weeks, I am
preparing new "Best of Hogsback Chapter"
photo galleries, for 2010 and 2011. They will
include one representative picture of each ride
of the season, including a direct link to all
photos of the ride. This will allow you to run a
slideshow of the whole season, recalling fading
memories. Try it out, the variety of rides
offered by the Road Crew is impressive and
worth remembering. Links will as usual be
posted on the Hogsback Website, our weekly
eShot and Facebook. Check it out.
Since the last Late Summer Newsletter, the
Chapter has continued to ride. An event and
food loaded Rumble in the Mumbles may have
been the last in a series of fantastic weekend
rides, Fiona reported on it in the last
Newsletter, but still the season has continued
with great day rides, surprising us all again and
again every Sunday that even in late October
and early November, that the sun can still win.
This is ideal for good photo shots, and our
various photographers contributed a rich
collection.

My favourite shot of the last months was the
one where our new member Rhino is posing in
front of the National Memorial Arboretum. This
annual Ride to the Wall was again an
emotional experience, and I hope that next
year more members can join. It’s not exactly
short riding and a crowded event, but a great
way to show our respect.
The icing on the cake of my very own 2011
Hogsback season 2011 came by Royal Mail,
inside the Winter 2011 HOG Magazine. There
it was, on page 15, a picture I took. You may
have to be a keen photographer to understand

the relevance, but for your picture to be printed
in the magazine is a nice recognition.

But how better to finish the year than with a
complete disregard for the weather, and a
season ending Beach Party! I like themed
parties, as they always offer a great
background and variety of unusual dresses
(and shoes) as food for my camera. Check out
these last galleries of the year and enjoy.

In 2011, I may have pressed over 20,000 times
the shutter of my Nikon, and for one of them to
be printed in the HOG magazine…  nice.  
My thanks goes to Dave Stubbington, for
having organised this ride to the Hawk
Conservancy in Andover, to Hogsback Chapter
UK for having organised Dave Stubbington,
and last but not least Cliff Michie, who always
manages to park his beautiful red CVO Softail
Convertible very visibly. This proves once
more that every award is a joint effort.

Thank you for 2011, thank you for all the
pictures you contributed and see you all very
soon in 2012. Let us ride together again; my
Road King and camera are ready.

We finished the season in style, and our
beautiful members and staff of GHD posed on
the catwalk. Conferencier Katie led through a
dress packed fashion show to the delight of a
full room, and I understand that the black
leather jackets sold better then the white
wedding robes.

Axel Thill
Head Photographer

2012 Ride Program

this write up!

This years program has been extremely busy
and by the last ride in November we had
completed somewhere in the region of 52 day
rides, 11 weekends, 14 evening rides as well
as some other events.
Sadly we also did two funeral escorts to say
farewell to Martin Oliver and Bill Chenery.
So as we start looking forward to (and
planning) for next year, it would be nice if we
could plan for the weather as well!

Starting at 11 sharp, the master of ceremonies
Dell quickly set out the rules of engagement,
defining the different categories of rides and
the order of planning taking into account the
many suggestions made by our members and
collated by Robin.

Robin Seymour
Road Marshal

They fell into 5 categories:
1) the MUST DO's, like SOFER and New
Member Rides
2) the joint events with other national or
international HOG Chapters
3) the weekends away and HOG rallies
4) the weekend rides
5) the weekday rides

The 2012 planning meeting took place on 27th
November. The meeting room (courtesy of
Robin) was packed and I feel somewhat
privileged to have been allowed to attend
without having responsibility for any rides, just
some ideas, and then the photos …………  and  

We reached the end of May at lunchtime, when
Beverly invited us to delicious beef with rice
and apricot cake.

There will be rides for all proficiency levels, for
beginners and new members, the standard
riders, the confident ones, as well as the usual
and unusual riders.
From short rides just a few miles long to the
Compton Village Fair, through a 48 hour
Charity Endurance ride to the 4 corners of
Great Britain, to very long distance option with
over 3000 miles through 7 European countries,
the season 2012 offers something to
everybody, and everything to some.

Delicious and plenty, I heard that Robin's
dinner for the next 3 days was: delicious beef
with rice and apricot cake.

As Head Photographer I am very much looking
forward to a colourful 2012, as all of these
rides will offer fantastic photo opportunities of
our bike and members, combined with a scenic
and sometimes historic background, like the
Lion of Waterloo or German Dams rebuild after
the Dam Busters visit in 1943.
But enough teasing, check out the program as
soon as it is published and book early, as
some places are limited.
Axel Thill
Head Photographer

The busy season was over at 14:30, when
September was nailed down, and shortly
thereafter, the basic plan for 2012 was in front
of us. Then the fine tuning started, empty slots
confirmed, some places swapped and the
weekdays added.

ROBIN’S First
Year as a
Road Marshal
By Wobin

then come back a different
way. I now realise that this
has become my signature
ride.
The next ones were the ABC
rides and these were a lot of
fun but were by necessity full
of stops and starts and Axel
and I were kept very busy.
The big adventure was
Croatia. I was lucky to have
Cliff to help and a great group
of riders and passengers. It
truly was one the highlights of
my Harley riding as it was a
very special adventure. The
photos when I look back have
so many fond memories’.

Having always acted as an
organiser for rides and such I
wasn’t worried when I got the
call to see if I wanted to
become part of the road crew.
I was very chuffed to be
asked and pleased and proud
to become road crew.
Then of course came my first
rideout where I was leading
(with Dik checking my every
move) and it was WET!!!! Not
going because of the weather
was really not an option, so
off I went and got wet!
Despite my nerves it all went
well and Dik didn’t give me
too much of a hard time.
(Where did you go Robin? –
Ed.) I had chosen a route
which was circular so that we
could go to the venue and

Rove to the Cove came next
and in great weather we went
paddling at Lulworth Cove.
We managed to do a photo
shoot at Southampton HarleyDavidson on the way back. I
still can’t believe that Axel
took a picture with the
magazine the wrong way
round. (this one is ok – Ed)

The Charity Endurance ride
from JO’G to LE saw six
riders - some experienced
and some relatively new
riders taking up the challenge.
We all completed it and
raised over £5000 for charity.
(see Roger Bonnici’s article
earlier in this Newsletter - Ed)

Lunch at the Locks was a
ramble (bimble ? – Ed) over
Salisbury plain with loads of
bikes to The Locks pub at
Devizes, with a return back
via Marlborough and the A4.
The Salisbury Planes run was
where I tried some new
routes and even Dell hadn’t
been on some of them! A
great ride where we were
entertained with old RAF
stories. Must get a white silk
scarf for the next time.

It was then time for my first
weekend ride, I had been on
some of the other weekend
rides and knew the standard
was high. I was under a lot of
personal pressure to do a
good one. I knew I had a
good venue in the Wine
Festival and I knew the hotel
was good, even though we
had to change it at the last
minute!!
All I needed was good
weather and no dramas. Well
the weather was great and
the only drama was my bike.
Everything else was superb
and most of the members
who went on it wanted to do it
again so it is again planned in
for 2012.
The MAG / Mystery ride went
a bit haywire but I have now
forgiven Richard. In spite of
the hiccup it went well and we
ventured into areas that we

My rides or my style of
leading will not suit everyone
but I can assure you of a
warm welcome and a coffee
stop.
I am really excited about the
rides I have in 2012 and I look
forward to seeing you all then.

don’t normally ride in. Good
fun.
My final ride was RTTW
which really was Carl’s ride,
Carl and some others were
now helping to marshal the
event. I took over the ride and
drove the rest up (to) the
Wall. We had great weather
for a very poignant event.
Having mentioned my
signature ride I suppose I
should try to explain what I
mean.
I will always try to set out my
ride so that we have a variety
of roads. Some will be well
travelled and some a lot
smaller, quieter and more out
of the way. Sometimes the
rides are longer, such as
Lulworth cove and lunch at
the Locks (Devises), some
are shorter like the MAG ride
or the Salisbury Planes ride.
As my rides tend to be more
west than east I will normally
have a second pickup to the
west of Guildford, (LOH
members that’s towards
Winchester) I will normally
have a coffee stop mid

morning and the ride will be
for most of the day. Rarely
will one of my rides be just a
couple of hours and the
thought of riding 30 mins to a
café and 30 mins back after
breakfast is not something
that I would do.
None of that says those rides
are bad, it just says that my
rides won’t be like that. The
Road Crew are trying very
hard to give you some idea of
what to expect on each ride
so that you know which rides
will suit you best.

Until then have a great
Christmas.

Robin Seymour –
Road Marshal

Dave  Francis’s  
Racing Roundup
XR1200 Trophy
Racing 2011
The Guildford HarleyDavidson team led by Toby
Sleeman & Mike Wilson
provided season long
entertainment for the
hardcore racing fans of the
Hogsback Chapter.
Guildford’s  racing  contender,  
Julian Tillotson, proved to be
steady in control and kept
the XR1200X upright and
out-there from day one.
Road Marshal David Francis
led some great rides to most
of the meetings ably
supervised and supported as
always by experienced Road
Captain Norman Mann.

Six weeks later in June,
David and Norman spent a
long weekend camping at
Knockhill circuit in Scotland
for the second round.
The variable Scottish
weather made the racing
very interesting, but the
principal Sunday race day
was blessed with some weak
sunshine.

We started at Thruxton in
May in the rain. Not the best
start for the series, but our
little group of supporters
enjoyed a good day at the
races despite the weather.

We were thoroughly
entertained by a truly terrific
weekend and enjoyed
ourselves immensely.

The racers in the rain are
absolutely awesome and
have to be greatly admired
for their amazing skill,
bravery and determination.

The third round at
Snetterton, at the beginning
of July, in contrast, was in
glorious sunshine and over
forty thousand fans flocked
to the new-look Norfolk
circuit for a fantastic day at
the races.
Those who joined us, saw
some great racing and
worked on their suntans too.

By the end of July the rain
was back. Oulton Park is an
absolutely fabulous race
circuit in the sunshine.
The weekend camping was
fun, but a little soggy, and
final race day was a bit of
washout.
Guildford’s  race  pilot,  Julian
Tillotson, topped it off with a
spill in the final race and
sadly put himself out for the
rest of the series!

Cadwell Park is the most
favoured circuit on the race
calendar and camping has to
be booked well in advance.
However, David and Norman
were not allowed to attend
Cadwell Park in August
because we were required to
cook for the masses at
SOFER.
Those who went assured us
we missed another great
meeting…..

Dave  Francis’s  
Racing Roundup
Donnington Park in
September.

significant part of the HarleyDavidson team.
All the dealer bikes looked
the part in their various
liveries and we were made to
feel very welcome by
everybody despite all the
tension they were feeling
during such a high profile
race series.

Despite the lack of support
the team gave a very good
account of themselves to
finish the season, as they
had each round, in great
style.

The August bank-holiday
weekend was another soggy
one, but the racing was
superb.

Fortunately new Guildford
rider and real nice-guy,
Jordan Bonar, stepped in to
entertain us with his
wonderfully spirited riding
style. Another great
weekend despite the
weather!
The road crew, due to other
riding commitments, sadly
missed the final round at

The star of the whole show
unquestionably has to be
Team Manager/Mechanic,
(and everything else
besides), Phil Clayton, who
single-handedly made the
whole experience work so
wonderfully well.
Also we must mention the
efforts of Stuart Hunt who
built and prepared a very fast
and reliable race bike that
suffered not a single
technical failure all season.
The XR1200 race bike
started and ended the
season as an amazing fast
piece of kit and proved to be
one of the very best
contenders of the series.
Many thanks to Guildford
Harley-Davidson for the
paddock passes, which
enabled us all to get in and
have a good mooch around
the paddocks at every circuit.
It was very exciting to
experience first-hand and
up-close the exciting buzz of
racing and to feel a

The boys and girls of the
Hogsback Chapter Racing
Supporters Club enjoyed
some seriously wonderful
days at the races. Thanks to
everybody for making it such
fun.
Wavy Davy Francis
Roving Race Reporter

Congratulations to the team
from Oxford and
Cheltenham HarleyDavidson and their rider
James Webb who won the
championship.

ABC of
Touring
How I started.
I had read about the ABC’s of
touring in the HOG Magazine
and thought ‘why on earth
would anyone want to do
that!!’
Then one day in April, Robin
organised a ride for people
who were interested in
making a start or adding
village/town names for those
who had already begun their
ABC list.
Anyway the ride was open to
all so off we set on a lovely
sunny morning. I found
myself starting to get hooked
as we covered many miles
stopping off at all the relevant
village name boards where
we were each photographed

by Axel proudly holding up
the current copy of the HOG
magazine.
That day there were seven
riders who I referred to as the
‘Magnificent Seven’. We rode
all over the place sometimes
on main roads but mainly on
country lanes. Villages such
as Quarley and Zeals were

found and the signs duly
photographed.
Some 200 miles were
covered that day
A couple of weeks later, on
another beautiful sunny day,
Robin led another ride to
collect some more village
names and also County and
Borough sign boards were
collected.
Subsequently I set off on my
own to collect even more,
heading out over Ditchling
Beacon and then across to
Vines Cross and Shaw’s
Dealership, returning home
through Kent.
I have just now sent off all the
photos to H.O.G and
hopefully should get 47
points.

Have a Merry Christmas
everyone.
Dick Francis

The Rides of May
A to Z, Part 2

Woking via a scenic route
through the Surrey Lanes. It
was interesting how many
blokes took the handbag tour
at the museum!

1st May
By chance and a sudden
flash of inspiration some
members of the previous
"G to Z via Q and I" rode
at short notice on this
sunny Sunday the roads
of South West England to
collect even more letters.

New Members Ride
Saturday 14th May

Midweek Fish & Chip
Ride to Brighton
16 more points could be
added to their collection,
soon entitling them to a
special HOG pin.

Lightbox Ride
Sunday 8th May

Once again the forecasters
got it wrong and it turned out
to be a nice dry early
summer evening. Ideal
riding conditions on relatively
quiet roads. We all parked
up on a quiet Maderia Drive
and ambled over to the
Palace Pier for a freshly
cooked Cod & Chips in a box
before heading back home.

Another dozen or so new
members had a pleasant
initiation Chapter ride to Bury
Hill

Wednesday 11th May
Ride leader – Cliff Mitchie
Despite the dodgy weather
forecast Cliff, supported by
back markers Graham &
Roger, led 11 bikes from
Rykas down the A24 towards
Brighton.

Ride leader – Catherine Cork
Our recent survey
highlighted that for many of
our female members another
visit to a tank museum did
not have a high priority on
their wish list. So, this was
an opportunity to examine
some very essential
accessories without a gun
turret in sight.
Catherine Cork led 16 bikes
to the Lightbox Gallery in

- and a thunder through
Arundel High Street - before
a brisk dash back to the
dealership.

Hook does Hawks
Sunday 15th May
Ride leader - Dave Stubbington

14 bikes left Guilford Burger
King, (flying) towards the
Hawk Conservancy in
Andover. On arrival we were
met by proprietor Ashley who
then brought out an
American Bald Eagle for a
group photograph.

The four flying
demonstrations were
fantastic, owls, hawks eagles
and who could forget the 6
low flying vultures! Thanks
to Cliff and Robin for back
up. Brilliant day!

Moules et Frites
Saturday 21st May
Ride leader – Keith Dorling
7 bikes joined Keith Dorling
for an early start and brisk
dash across to France for
lunch and some lovely riding
on those (mostly) empty
French roads.

Compton Village Fete

California Dreamin'

Saturday 21st May

Saturday 28th May

Ride leader – Catherine Cork

Ride leader – Steve Palmer
Five bikes made the trip
down to Bournemouth
International Centre. Good
day but weather could have
been brighter.

20 Hogsback bikes joined
Catherine Cork for a repeat
of last year's shortest ride of
the year around the corner to
Compton Green.
We wowed them in the arena
and then wandered round in
the sunshine. Marvellous.

Palmer Sunday
Sunday 22nd May
Ride leader – Steve Palmer
Lunchtime ride to the Ship &
Anchor Marina at Ford, just
south of Arundel.

Good show but bit pricey for
what was there. First stand
to greet the eye was
Guildford Custom Cycles
and then a huge array of
customised motorcycles
spread over four rooms.
Something different was a
“Miss  1940’s  pinup  girl  
contest”  and  a  mini  beach.  
The Young Band were
certainly making a sound
well above the years. A
good time seemed to be had
by all.

Brooklands Bash
Sunday 29th May
12 bikes joined Steve's ride
down the A29 and then
through Sussex villages on
relaxing ride to a great
Sunday lunch.
Beautiful weather too.

Six bikes left Burger King for
a little tootle up to
Brooklands. Great afternoon
out at Museum and also a
nice show of American
Muscle Cars.

Weald &
Downland Show
th

Sunday 5 June
Ride leaders - Dave
Stubbington & Steve Palmer
17 bikes and 19 people left
Burger King for a pleasant
ride through the country
lanes to Singleton.

1066 invasion
Wednesday 9th June
Ride leader - Cliff Michie
Despite a very dodgy
weather forecast Cliff (with
Mr Garmin), supported by
back markers Carl (an old
Sussex lad) and Robin had a
good dry ride down to the
1066 Club Night at the
Chiddingly Six Bells pub.

Fair and Procession
Ride leader - Dik Gregory

Once again this event took
place in perfect weather,
sandwiched between two
wet days - lucky, lucky for a
terrific number of
stallholders.

There were 7 bikes plus
Golly riding pillion. It was
great to see Hogsback’s  
newest  member  “Rhino”,  a  

Lots of fun had by a few
Hogsback members who
gave an interesting dance
around the Maypole. Great
fun day!

Shepperton Village
Saturday 11th June

We were then met by various
relatives who had driven
down and Mick Palmer and
his wife.

Great displays of Shire
horses working and an
interesting walk around the
period houses.

real chopper gunner, on his
first ride out with the club.
He’s  looking  forward  to  doing  
many more. 1066 made us
all feel welcome and along
with the rest of the chapter
we were treated to
complimentary rolls and mini
pork ribs (which were
absolutely delicious).

Hogsback bikes went down
very well in the Procession
through a packed High
Street and got a lot of public
interest in the static display.
The Hogsback raft was one

of 40 battling it out on the
Thames - thanks to Norm
and Dave and the gallant
crew: Jayne, Delia, Czes and
Gary - respect!

Chapter assembled on the
Hogsback on Sunday
morning in the pouring rain
to head off west into the eye
of the storm.
We might have been only 5
bikes, but that's 4 more than
the rest of the country put
together - so no queue for
the breakfasts!

We obviously set the
standard last time, because
the opposition was very
tough this year. We didn't
win this time, so the
challenge is on for next year!

A lingering look round the
exhibits was fascinating, but
nowhere near long enough
for the rain to abate before
the two hour ride back in the
wet. Hey ho.

Alzheimers Support
ride to Wentworth
Friday 17th June

Sammy Millers
H-D Ride-in
th

Sunday 12 June
Ride leader - Steve Cork
The urban myth that 99% of
Harley riders do not go out in
the rain was confirmed as
fact as 1% of the Hogsback

Ride leader - Catherine Cork

Catherine, Gary, Kaz and
Dell who braved a very wet
evening for the cause.
Dell wishes it to be known
that there is hardly any truth
in the rumour that he will be
raising further dosh by
auctioning the shammy he
used to wipe off the saddles
after each photo shoot.

Fathers Day at
Petworth
Sunday 19th June
Ride leaders - Steve &
Catherine Cork
Annual Jamboree where
several Harley Clubs
converge on Petworth House
to display their bikes to the
general public amid music

Only a few bikes were
requested for this event and
only two of those were then
used as props for a long
succession of pink ladies in
varying states of undress
paying £10 each for a pose.

Unbelievably, these two
bikes generated £2,000 in
just 1 hour all in aid of the
charity. A truly amazing
result - thanks to Steve,

from Willy Austen and
general merriment including
fun with the pop-up bierkeller
in the Pleasure Garden!

Woody's

Beaulieu

Midnight
Madness

Bike Day

Saturday 25th June
Ride leader - Graham Woods
Wonderful, warm, dry
summer's night. Perfect
then, for 30 Hogsback bikes
to flash-mob Buck House,
gate-crash Covent Garden,
providing mutual
entertainment for passing

Sunday 26th June
Ride leaders - Roger Bonnici &
Andy England
Beautiful riding down to the
New Forest where Hogsback
got to be part of a fantastic
display of bikes at Beaulieu voted  one  of  ‘Britain’s  Top  
Ten  Biking  Spots’  by  
Motorcycle News readers in
2010.

Illegal Legals at
Polesden Lacey
Friday 1st July
Ride leaders - Dell Evans &
Henry Hook
We picnicked, met and
rocked with this fabulous
tribute band on a warm
summer evening.

hen parties, and insist on
photos with surprised
Hungarians on the steps of
St Paul's, before crisscrossing the Thames on a
selection of illuminated
bridges and ending up for a
Lamb shish and a Turkish
beer in the shadow of an
illuminated London Eye.
A Hogsback classic from
Graham!

In addition to the hundreds of
motorbikes of all makes and
models, we watched a
breathtaking freestyle
motocross stunt display in
the Beaulieu Arena. Plus
parts and merchandise
bonanza at the bootsale and
trader area.

Midweek pub ride
Wednesday 29th June
Ride leader - Norman Mann
Slow ride lead by Norman to
a Surrey pub by 9 members
to have a rather nice fish
supper and a pint.

With a perfect location for
the Chapter Marquee and
special parking for the bikes
right behind, we had a
stonking evening - thanks to
Dell and Cliff for all their
arrangements and to our
Chapter Photographers for a
stunning series of shots that
captured things as night
slowly fell. Brilliant evening!

Rove to the Cove
rd

Sunday 3 July
Ride leader - Robin Seymour
On a glorious day 12 bikes
went with Robin, Dell and
Henry in brilliant sunshine
and no wind, in fact a perfect
biking day.
A rolling pick up in Chawton
picked up a further 3 bikes,
coffee at Rownhams and off
to Dorset for a bimble
through the back road to
Lulworth Cove.
Axel of course insisted on
checking that the entrance
was free for bikes and went
away muttering something
about fines!

Frankie & Benny's
Independence Day
Charity Fundraiser
Monday 4th July
Ride leader - Dik Gregory
30 Hogsback bikes turned up
at GH-D on a beautiful
summer's evening for the
short ride round to F&B's at
Guildford.
We parked up, ate free pizza
and generally caused a stir
all in aid of the CLIC
Sergeant charity for children
with cancer.

Hastings
Fish'n'Chips
Sunday 10th July
Ride leader - Estee Lauder
Estee led 20 Chapter
members on 15 bikes on a
relaxed cruise down to the
south coast in perfect
sunshine for lovely
fish'n'chips in Hastings. Bulk
of the crew were fairly new
members and it all went as
smooth as silk, with thanks
to Cliff at the back.

Endurance Ride
Saturday 16th July
Ride leader - Robin Seymour
Under Robin's lead, Keith,
Martin, John, Axel and Paul
rode from Scotland's John
O'Groats to England's Land's
End.

Lots of members insisted on
having a paddle and Dell
even brought a change of
clothes!
After lunch we split the ride
into those wanted to go to
the new dealership and
those who wanted more
paddling, 4 bikes stayed and
the rest went to the
dealership. A great day out.

Excellent evening for a
worthy cause.

These famous 874 miles
were covered in 17 hours of
daylight, on Saturday 16th
July 2011. The whole
journey over 4 days was
1,902 miles long, and they
managed to raise over
£4,000 for their 6 chosen
charities. Respect!

Whitstable
Oyster Run
Sunday 17th July
Rider leaders - Dik Gregory &
Mark Harris
After an appalling Saturday
of rain, and the promise of
more of the same the next
day, just 6 bikes ventured
out on this Sunday ride. It
was a surprisingly good
morning though. Cloudy, but
dry, we dodged one or two
showers as we rode through
some little known Kent lanes.

Bisley ride, ending up at the
Parrot for lunch - so the new
members got a sneak
preview of things to come. A
nice brisk ride, on which the
new members did extremely
well.

Lunch at the Locks
Sunday 24th July
Rider leaders - Robin Seymour
& Cliff Michie

Saturday 23rd July
We combined this ride with a
Road Crew recce for our big

Thursday 28th July
Ride leader – Cliff Mitchie
Cliff, supported by Dell at the
back, led 16 Hogsback bikes
through the solid M25 traffic
to  the  Ace  Cafe’s  monthly  
Harley night.

23 bikes and a variety of
roads through Hampshire to
Devizes for lunch at the
Black Horse at the top of
Caen Locks.

We all parked up in the main
car park and put the bikes on
display along with several
hundred other Harleys. The
good weather brought out
some amazing customized
bikes,  as  can  seen  in  Ian’s  
great pictures of the evening.
Thanks Ian.

Food was OK service a little
slow but if you put in 30
orders at once you have to
expect a little tedium. A
quick Fill up in Devizes and
off to Avebury and a bimble
back along the A4 to
Newbury and then Nelson's
Diner on the Basingstoke
road for a coffee or a milk
shake.

There were so many Harleys
that the later arrivals were
parking on the pavements
opposite the cafe.

Then the sun shone through
warmly in Whitstable for fish
and chips on the beach. The
rain came down a bit in the
afternoon as we circled
round the Kent County Show
in Detling to avoid the traffic,
but a rather nice ride home
all the same.

New Members Ride

Harley Night
at the Ace

The ride ended at Hook and
all went their merry way. A
good ride.

Medieval Mayhem
Sunday 31st July
Ride leaders Andy England &
Gary Baker

Lots of people thought the
mayhem was something to
do with jousting and the

Salisbury Planes
Saturday 13th August
Ride leader - Robin Seymour

clang of steel on steel, but
no. The mayhem was
confined to Andy (It's my ride
and I'll change if I want to)
England's animated
gesticulations as he
explained how everyone
would have a much better
time riding somewhere rather
than in ever decreasing
circles around Hever.

Thanks to new member
Rhino Neal's arrangements
we were privileged to see
some stunning displays of air
power and acrobatics. The
dealership and Guildford
Custom Cycles was there
too and it looks like they got
some sales out of it too!

And he was right. Lovely
ride, spectacular little castle
and even paintball cannons
and archery we could try.
Maybe Carol shouldn't have.

Choppers meet
choppers
Wednesday 10th August
Ride leader - Dik Gregory
Wow! Fabulous riding and
flying weather combined to
provide 30 Hogsback bikes
with a real treat as we joined
in RAF Odiham Families
Day.

We all got to pose up close
with the awesome Chinook.
The bikes made a big hit too
with runway-side parking:
next year they are even
talking about arranging rides
for us in a Chinook!

We were the first official ride
to go through the new
Hindhead tunnel, then down
to Petersfield and over to
Winchester avoiding the
Boomtown festival and a
welcome tea and coffee in a
pub on the outskirts of
Stockbridge.
On to Old Sarum and a slight
hiccup when Sally Satnav
wanted to take us through a
ford, but found airfield and
cafe and had a nice lunch
with Si and Rhino regaling us
with RAF stories.

After lunch it was a visit to
the Italian Church in Wilton
as Wendy had told us it was
worth a visit (she was right)
and then up to the plains for
a tour of Larkhill, Bulford,
Tidworth and Ludgershall
before heading off to
Whitchurch for yet another
coffee.
It was then time to go home
and the ride ended at
Basingstoke.
In all, 8 bikes, and 10 people
had a great day out with
Wobin and Dell.

Amberley
Museum & Castle
Sunday 14th August
Ride leaders - Steve & Ruth
Palmer

23 bikes left BK Guildford for
the Harley event at the
Museum where Catherine
won best ladies bike and
Mick Palmer won best in
show, so 2 out of the three
winners were from
Hogsback!
12 bikes then went onto
Amberley Castle for
afternoon tea which was a bit
different - plenty of
sandwiches and scones and
cream and as much tea &
coffee as we required.
The weather was warm and
sunny too, so a good day
was had by all. We decided
that the raffle for the luxury
night B&B at Amberley
Castle will take place at a
later event when more
people are present in order
to generate more funds for
the charity.

Shoreham
Airshow
Sunday 21st August
Ride leaders - Gary Baker &
Steve Palmer
16 Bikes left Guildford BK for
a lovely ride down to the Air
Show.
Some members joined in the
parade, we then went on to
enjoy a fabulous day with
plenty to see including 5
hours of air displays, Laurel
and Hardy and Dads Army.
This is one of the UK's finest
airshows with a fantastic air
display and exciting
attractions. This year they
are celebrating 70 years of
Royal Air Force Search and
Rescue.

As well as static displays
there are over 5 hours of
flying displays, the main
attraction being a
"SCRAMBLE" involving
Spitfires, Hurricanes and
Messerschmitts!

Ace Harley Day
th

Sunday 28 August
Ride leader - Cliff Michie
Cliff, supported by Dell at the
back, led about dozen
Hogsback bikes to the Ace
Café for Harley Day.

Brighton
Speed Trials
Saturday 10th September
Carl Christensen

Ride to Godstone Green to
show our bikes in support of
one of our nominated
charities, the Alzheimer’s
Society. Great ride
organised by Catherine and
Gary – and we finally got to
meet Elvis!

A small but select group of
three bikes braved the
(false!) promise of rain and

Wobin's
Surprise Ride
Sunday 25th September

There was the usual great
display of ride-in custom
bikes including one specially
built for F1 driver Jenson
Button.
After a couple of hours at the
Ace 13 Hogsback bikes plus
2 sports bikes went on to the
White Cross riverside pub in
Richmond. Despite the
heavy traffic and the rain,
everyone arrived in time to
see the fast approaching
high tide (apparently 6.4M)
caused by the local lock
system.
Service (drinks and food) at
the pub were excellent and
we were all made welcome.
Customers and residents,
despite the poor weather,
enjoyed the display of
Hogsback bikes.

went across the lovely
Sussex country side at a
pace to suit Richard’s brand
new Dyna Super Glide to
watch bikes and cars racing
down the quarter mile.

Forget-Me-Knot
Ride
Sunday 18th September
Ride leaders – Catherine Cork &
Gary Baker

Ride leader - Robin Seymour
Robin led a ride through the
Hindhead Tunnel, with coffee
stops, and participation in
the MAG protest.

Saturday 1st October

Toast on
the Coast

Ride leader - Axel Thill

Sunday 2nd October

RTTW4
A very early start by
members of the Hogsback
Chapter to enjoy a
memorable day out on the
ride of Respect to honour our
fallen service personnel
since the second world war.
Robin kindly led the guys to
one of the muster points on
the M40.

Ride leader - Graham Woods
On a sunny and hot October
day, Graham led a race to
the toast in Goring, where
we enjoyed a late morning
breakfast.

Ogri Café
Sunday 16th October
Ride leader - Keith Dorling
Then Dell took over, with
Mark as backmarker, leading
a dozen bikes to the seafront
of Hayling Island.

Dell, Martin, Jackie, Flo &
Carl where engaged in
marshalling duties to assist
the organisers. Ice creams
where the order of the day,
with temperatures in the high
20's C.
The coolest guys there were
the aerial parachute display
team who just dropped in!

Brightona
th

Sunday 9 October
Ride leader - Steve Palmer
Steve Palmer's ride to
Brighton for a fantastic day in
the sun.

Glorious little ride by Keith to

a glorious full English
breakfast on a glorious
sunny Autumn day. Where
else would you want to be?
After a healthy breakfast,
Cliff (with Axel as backmarker) led us to Eastbourne
for a walk in T-shirts via the

pier, for a refreshing cider
and  cooling  ice  creams…  
incredible, it's mid October! –

Spooky Ride
Sunday 30th October
Ride leaders - Dik Gregory

Midweek Ride
Wednesday 19th October
Gary’s short ride to an Indian
Restaurant to celebrate his
30th Birthday

This year the ride coincided
with a mild, dryish day, and
so it was that 20 bikes
followed Dik on a rather

pleasant cruise to the dark
spookiness of Chislehurst
Caves - thanks to Mark and
Dell for tailending.

Brekkie ride
Sunday 23rd October
Ride leader - Estee Lauder
Our favourite Wizzo of Oz
conducted us on one of the

shortest nice little rides of the
year from Rykas to The City
Arms in Thames Ditton.

Hoggin' the Maid
Saturday 5th November
Ride leader - Dell Evans
Dell led 6 bikes to the
opening event at the new
Maidstone Harley-Davidson
dealership plus several
members arrived by 4
wheels.
A dry ride there and back but
it was rather wet whilst there.
This did not spoil an
enjoyable trip where we met
our friends Invicta
celebrating their new dealer.

A hog roast and music were
laid on for those that stayed
in the afternoon but 4 of our
intrepid members were so
hungry they dashed 60 miles
to have lunch at the venue
for the following day's
breakfast ride.

Breakfast Ride
Sunday 5th November
Ride leader - Gary Baker
Gaz led the ride to the Hare
and Hounds in West End
(Bisley).

A scenic ride to Dell's sister's
pub for a lovely cooked
breakfast.

Remembrance ride
Sunday 13th November
Ride leader - Andy England
Once again, Thames Valley
Chapter joins us for a 2
minutes silence, followed by
a massive 50 bike ride lead
by Andy England through the
narrow lanes to Shamley
Green for our own private
wreath laying and act of
remembrance to the sound
of Thames Valley pipes,
followed by lunch at the
Grantley Arms.

And a big thank
you to the Road
Crew that made all
the rides possible!

A CHRISTMAS
WISH FOR

Our Christmas wish would be
for a friendly, spacious,
welcoming pub atmosphere
with our own dedicated area,
but not too far from the bar.
The place would be fairly near
the dealership, because that
is now the centre of gravity for
the Chapter membership.

CLUB NIGHTS
A Christmas Wish for Club
Nights.

Hogsback Chapter has been
at the Preston Cross Hotel for
several events and a full year
of Club Nights. Most of us
agree that while the place
works well for parties, it's not
the right atmosphere for
Chapter Night.

There would be ample room
to chat, a convenient area for
merchandise, membership
and ticket selling. Just outside
would be an ample hard
standing car park. There
would be a charming, period,
roomy bar with CAMRA beers

and a range of quality lagers
and ciders, delicious,
affordable homemade grub,
lots of nook and cranny tables
to eat it, and a relaxed,
pleasant landlord and staff
who really want us there.
Well, our Christmas wish has
been granted! The landlord's
name is Mike, the pub is The
Grantley Arms at Wonersh,
and Hogsback Club Night will
be held there from Thursday,
5 Jan 2012! Check the pub
out
at http://thegrantleyarmswone
rsh.com and dial GU5 0PE
into your satnavs. See you
there in Jan!
Merry Christmas!
The Hogsback Committee

