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FIRST EDITION – Hogsback Chapter UK newsletter ! 
  

 

 

Special First Issue featuring GHD opening 
 



 

Timetable for the Official Opening Weekend 

The new Guildford Harley Davidson Dealership first 
open its doors last year on September 13

th 
for what was 

known as a soft opening. This allowed the team of  staff 
to stock the store and set the ball rolling ready for the 
Grand Opening at the start of the riding season this 
year. 

 

 

Friday 6th March - The VIP Reception for the 
Hogsback Chapter 

The official opening weekend started on the Friday 

evening with a VIP reception for members of the 
Hogsback Chapter.  

 

Speeches from Graham Dacre (Owner), John Tenner 
(Dealer Principal), Marjorie Rae (HOG UK) and Dik 
Gregory (Assistant Director of the Hogsback Chapter) 
helped add to the sense of occasion and excitement … 
The bubbly flowed… the party was on. 

Saturday 7th March – The Official Opening 

Bikes, bikes, bikes and yet more bikes!  There can be no 
doubt that Guildford needed a Harley-Davidson 
dealership. The crowds just kept coming.  

Initial aspirations of a few hundred were soon replaced 
as hundreds became thousands.  Check out the time 
lapse sequence on the next page to see how the 
numbers built as the visitor came and went, only to be 
replaced by more.  Club ride-ins, bike enthusiast groups 
and individuals riding all makes and models.  Families 
with their children.  Our type of people. 

Other participants were local businesses like the 
Hogsback Brewery who had a Special Chapter Brew for 
us to sample (see their separate article later on).   

 

Surrey Police were on hand 
promoting their Road Safety and 
Training programs and; 

 

 a Custom Sprayer was showing 
off his talented creations too. 

 

The Dealership laid on lunch in the form of a Hog Roast 
from a fabulous period Diner styled Catering wagon.   

 

Luckily they had brought enough fodder to feed the 
masses.  Thank you Guildford Harley-Davidson. 

Godalming’s Mayor and Mayoress came down to show 
their support and present the charity funds collected by 
the Chapter for their chosen Charities. More from Roger 
on that later. 

Sunday 8th March – First ‘official’ ride-out ! 

Dik Gregory led the first ride from the now officially 
opened dealership Charley Boorman style (ie the long 
way round) to Elstead! 

 



 

Saturday morning – it just got busier and busier! 
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VIP welcome from the Dealer Principal! 

John Tenner (the Dealer Principal) 
welcomed everybody on behalf of owner 
Graham Dacre, and his son Russ who is 
Managing Director of the Lind Group, the 
parent company of Guildford Harley-
Davidson, to the VIP evening on Friday 6th 
March 2009. 

 

I am delighted that so many of you could 
join us tonight to celebrate the official 
launch of the Dealership and the 
formation of our very own, very special 
Hogsback Chapter UK.   
I’d also like to take this opportunity to 

invite everyone 
to take a look at 
the latest 
additions to the 
family, the 883 
Iron and the V-
Rod Muscle. 
It’s hard to 
believe that it’s 
been nine 
months since I 
got bitten by the 
Harley bug!  To 
me, two sounds 
overwhelmingly 
identify what’s 
truly unique 
about this 
brand.  One is 
the amazing, 

distinctive sound of a Harley-Davidson - 
you can recognize it from miles away and, 
even now it makes my head turn.  The 
other is the sound of riders talking bikes, 
laughing and having fun!  So, if the 
mission statement of the HOG is ‘to ride 
and have fun’ rest assured that we’re 
committed to help you achieve that 
objective. 
I’m extremely proud of this superb 
dealership which represents a 
considerable investment in facilities and 

people and is a true testament to our 
commitment.  We aim to provide 

continuity and strive for the very best in 
customer care, because we really do care 
about what we do and how we do it.    

I’m truly proud to have the opportunity to 
lead an amazing team of dedicated 
people, most Harley riders, all Harley 
enthusiasts and build upon that solid 
foundation.  What everyone at Guildford 
Harley-Davidson shares is one aim - to 
provide the level of service you should 
expect, indeed demand from your Harley-
Davidson dealer.   
So I invite you to enjoy this evening, 

circulate and meet new members, and 
return to participate in the fun tomorrow. 
 

I propose a toast  

… Guildford Harley-Davidson, the home 
of the Hogsback Chapter !! 

 

John Tenner, Dealer Principal 
 



 

 

An Evening to 

Remember! 

Dik Gregory (Assistant Director) 
responded to John Tenner on 
behalf of the Hogsback Chapter: 
 

 

Ladies & Gentlemen, 

Last September, when the 
dealership opened, the Chapter 
now proudly named Hogsback 
Chapter UK had around 130 
members.  The Chapter in Surrey 
was originally formed back in Oct 
1991, which makes us 18 years old 
this year. But for more than 3 years 
before last Sep we were floating 
through the Surrey lanes - very 
active and quite happy - but without 
the benefit of an anchoring 
dealership. For all that time, we 
may have been floating, but we 
were not adrift, nor without 
navigation. 

So, I would like to take this 
opportunity to publicly recognise the 
enormous contribution from two 
main beacons during those 3 years.  

First, to Marjorie Rae and H.O.G. 
UK for their continuing support and 
recognition of us as a legitimate 
HOG Chapter while we waited for a 
new dealership. We are especially 
pleased to receive this certificate 
tonight, which faithfully records our 
Chapter’s presence in Surrey since 
1991. Thank you! 

Second, to the dedicated group of 
people who formed the 
Management Committee and Road 
Crew that has kept the Chapter so 
healthy, active and utterly focused 
on the principles of the HOG 
Charter that governs our operation.  

 

Many of them are here tonight. 
They know who they are but if you 
don't, they are pictured on the 
notice board in the HOG Lounge. 

 

But I would also like to take this 
opportunity to Past Officers who 
have played a special role in 
making us who we are today - Terry 
Bing, Kevin Pickering, Brian Ward, 
Vera Sommer and Annie de 
Lacroix. Thanks to all of them - the 
Chapter owes you a lot. 

Ladies & Gentlemen, 25 weeks 
have passed since the dealership 
opened its doors last September. 
And throughout that time, the 
Chapter has been joined by new 
members at the constant rate of 5 
per week. That means we have 
almost doubled in size in less than 
6 months. Now, personally I refuse 
to believe that it's just because the 
membership is now free! 

 

 

It is, of course, because: 

• We've got a great name - partly 
down to our new Guildford 
location, but also to Marj's help 
with Harley-Davidson Inc from 
whom we received special and 
unusual permission to use HOG 
in our Chapter name 

• We do things – witness the 
South of England Rally, and our 
highly active and varied ride-out 
programme 

• We do things well - due to our 
excellent Management 

Committee plus a great Road 
Crew - all advanced riders with 
your safety in mind 

• Above all, we have a new, high 
quality dealership, with a team 
that, in rapid time, has come to 
understand what we're about  

 

• and the time and energy it takes 
to run a successful Chapter 

We are absolutely delighted with 
the quality of the relationship that 
we have been able to form between 
Chapter and dealership over the 
last 6 months. And here is a key 
point: it is not that Chapter 
membership is free, but that the 
level of support for, and trust in, the 
Chapter by the dealership means 
that it can be. 

Russ, John, Mike - and the whole 
team: as a Chapter we have been 
through some quite hard and 
challenging times in the last few 
years to be able to deliver to you 
something that is all grown up, and  

 

with the experience and ability to 
help you rock and roll without 
missing a beat. 

And you have been able to deliver 
to us an amazing new home - not 
so much a port as a flagship. We 
are delighted to be standing here on 
its decks with you tonight. 

Thank you for inviting us! 

 

Dik Gregory 
Road Captain 

Assistant Director 



 

VIP OPEN 

EVENING 
 
Well did you make it to the open 
evening? If you didn’t you missed 
out on a truly special evening, 
which was definitely 
worth the wait!!  
 
A big thanks to John Tenner and 
the team for hosting an event that 
made everyone welcome and part 
of what is bound to be a successful 
dealership. 
 

 
 
An even bigger thanks must go to 
Graham and Russ Dacre for having 
the vision, enthusiasm and dare I 
say the money to get the show on 
the road in the first place. 
 
I hope like me, you could sense 
from Graham’s speech his genuine 
feelings towards the business, and 
making sure we all had a great time 
which was just as important, if not 
more so than just making a profit. 
 
Special guest Marjorie Rae from 
HOG UK was also present 
and presented the  
Hogsback Chapter UK with a 
special certificate recognising our 
origins from 1991 which makes us 
one of the oldest Chapters in the 
country with possibly the best name 
ever. 
 
Now the Chapter is well and truly 
launched the next most important 
thing is the ride programme. 
We have a rideout every weekend 
from now till October with 
something for everyone from short 
day rides to long weekends both 
home and abroad. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
All the rides, short or long are 
carefully planned and organised by 
the Road Crew.  
Weekends away need to be booked 
in advance and are limited in 
numbers due to hotel size and to 
enable us to secure 
accommodation. 
 
You can book an event by checking 
the web site regularly, it’s updated 
on an almost daily basis in the 
height of the season.  
So check it out and don’t leave it to 
last moment, as you may be 
disappointed. 
www.hogsbackchapteruk.org. 
 
We also send out a weekly email 
called the Eshot this is a reminder 
of what’s happening at the 
weekend, and also an imminent 
event that needs to be booked. 
So please if you want these Eshots 
make sure we have your up to date 
email address. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
We also have a Hogline, which will 
be up and running again!!! 
0845 0941171 (calls charged at local rate) 

Again with up to date info and last 
minute changes for the coming 
weekend. 
 
It my be free membership but 
remember !!!  
you only get out what you put in, 
 
So start your engines the Summer’s 
coming and see you on the road. 
 
 
 
 
Keith Dorling 
Assistant Director & Treasurer 



 

The Mayor 

hands over 

Charity cheques 

on behalf of the 

Chapter. 
 

Hogsback members’ sterling efforts 
of donating during raffles, Easter 
egg run and other gatherings over 
the past eighteen months, 
culminated in £1500.00 on behalf of 
our three chosen charities. 
  
 
 
The Rainbow Trust Children’s 
Charity, which provides practical 
and emotional support to families 
who have a child with a life 
threatening or terminal illness. They 
support 1,000 families each year. 
 
 

 
 
 
The Alzheimer’s Society, which is 
committed to defeating dementia 
through research. Their programme 
has three themes - cause, cure and 
care.  
 
 

 

 
 
And The Surrey Air Ambulance 
Fund which provides a vital 
emergency service to the people of 
Surrey. Their highly skilled team of 
doctors and paramedics can reach 
any accident or medical emergency, 
in any part of Surrey, by air, within 
15 minutes. 
 

 
 
The Grand Opening Day for our 
new dealership, Guildford Harley-
Davidson, on Saturday March 7

th  

was the perfect venue at which the 
Mayor of Godalming was invited  to 
present a cheque for the sum of 
£500.00 to each of these well 
deserving charities. 
 
Oversized cardboard cheques were 
ordered and graciously accepted, 
together with the real cheques I 
might add, amid a fanfare of 
photographers and chapter 
members. (See website for 
pictures). 
 

 
Liz Borthwick, from the Rainbow 
Trust, Claire Robertson & Anita, 
from the Alzheimer’s Society and 
Julie Jenkinson, from the Surrey Air 
ambulance Fund were all over-
awed and genuinely moved by the 
occasion, the number of fantastic 
bikes and friendly chapter 
members. They have all sent kind 
messages  of sincere thanks. This 
goes without saying. Well done 
Hogsback Chapter UK! 
 
 
 
Roger BONNICI 
Chapter Charities Officer 
 
 
 

 
  



 

The Hogs Back Brewery salute the Hogsback Chapter 

Tony Stanton (Director at 
the Hogs Back Brewery) 
reveals his company’s 
general interest in Harleys, 
the story behind their 
amazing brewery bike and 
the special ale brewed for 
the big day. 
 
The Hogs Back Brewery has 
a long association with motor 
bikes and in particular Harley-
Davidson, through one of the 
brewery Directors Martin 
Zillwood-Hunt who has 
worked on, owned and 
enjoyed motor cycles since 
leaving school.   

Martin having reached one of 
those magical Big Birthdays a 
couple of years back 
commissioned a Custom bike 
to be built.  He choose a " 
Chopper" style in bright red 
with all the latest chrome 
fittings and a huge Harley-
Davidson engine of course.   

During the building of his 
Chopper the brewery was 
approached by the bike 

builders and asked if we 
would consider having a 
bespoke bike built; themed on 
the brewery, to be entered 
into a UK Biker Build-off 
competition .... we jumped at 
the opportunity.  After a few 
sleepless nights, a rough 
design was prepared in the 
form of a bike & sidecar.  

The Brewery Monster was 
born and even from the blue-
prints the Brewery Harley-

Davidson was destined to be 
a magnificent machine; we 
named it "The Beer Engine" 
and worked with the bike 
builders to incorporate as 
many brewery related 
features as possible into the 
design.   

The bike has a hand-pump 
gear-shift; with a reverse gear 
too!! 

Acceleration and braking 
controls are operated by the 
feet and there is a complex 
hydraulic system to raise or 
lower the whole chassis to the 
floor.   

Where you would expect a 
traditional side cart you find a 
huge oak barrel, carefully 
sculptured to accommodate a 
passenger, who would be 
comfortably sat on a leather 
seat behind a small visor, with 
the essential supply of 
refreshments in the way of 
beer to be found in a small 
barrel located in the front of 
the side-cart with glasses 
neatly positioned on racks  



 

 

behind the seat.  The all 
important powerhouse is a 
mighty 1600cc V-twin engine 
to power this beast, loud and 
dominating as its fired into 
life, even the number plate 
shouts “I’m from the brewery 
"and reads AH06 BAK or 
perhaps better read as A 
HOG BACK.  

Earlier the brewery was 
honoured with a commission 
to brew a special bottle beer 
for the prestigious Grand 
Opening of the Guildford 
Harley-Davidson ‘State-of-
the-Art’ showrooms at 
Peasmarsh on the 7th March 
2009.  

 

A design for the label was 
chosen of a raging Hog with 
crash hat and goggles.  The 
beer was the Hogs Back 
finest Best Bitter, a fine ale of 
4.2% abv, an ideal choice to 
complement the world’s finest 
Motor Cycles. 

The commemorative bottle 
beer was simply named 
"Harley-Davidson .. the Ale”, 
we felt that said it all.  Having 
been supplied the great Hog 
Image, we set about 
designing the whole label in 
the corporate Harley-
Davidson colours of Black n 
Orange, and gold gilt to 
enhance this superb bottle 
beer. 

 

The Hogsback Chapter and 
the Hogs Back Brewery .... 
what a GREAT partnership. 

 



 

Ruth ‘s  

Girl Power  

Ride -  

Hoorah! A girl leading the ride. 
Actually two girls, both in pink, at 
the front; Ruth followed by 
Catherine, doing the marshalling. 
 
We all met up at GHD. The morning 
couldn’t have been kinder for Ruth’s 
first ride and the sun stayed with us 
all day.  
 

 
 
Approximately 30 bikes turned up 
and after some brief socialising the 
whistle blew. There followed a route 
briefing by Ruth and Safety Officer 
Woody clarified the “drop off” 
system for some of the newer 
members.  
 
Quickly we were off and we took to 
the road on what was the warmest 
day of the year so far.  
 

 
 
Ruthie led the convoy on a scenic 
route through the country lanes and 
a number of pretty villages where 
the cherry blossom hung heavily in 
the trees and the daffodils bobbed 
up and down in the warm spring 
breeze.  

 
We passed through the narrow 
streets of sleepy Petworth and then 
on towards the historical town of 
Arundel; an extremely pretty town 
where the local shoppers looked on 
in envy and waved as we thundered 
through their narrow streets.  
 

 
 
 

 
 
The trip was a true delight and the 
pace was perfect.  
 
As we neared the end of the trip, 
thoughts of lunch made my 
stomach rumble, Ruthie led us all 
into the car park of the beach 
fronted “Bella Vista Ristorante” in 
East Preston. Our arrival seemed to 
be expected as there were quite a 
few pedestrians there to greet us, or 
so it looked. Either that or they’d 
come out to find out what was 
roaring down their side streets.  
 
On arrival, first things first, the 
group photo on the pebbled beach 
outside the hotel.  
 

 
 
The guests didn’t seem at all fazed 
when some of us gracelessly 
clamoured up onto the window 
ledges for the photo session, 
blocking the costal view of the 
diners.  
 
Sadly, not everyone could stay so 
we said our good-byes and 14 of us 
headed eagerly into the plush 
interior of the restaurant. Lunch was 
superb and Ruthie showed yet 
more skills (or luck) by getting up 
and to take photos just as the 
friendly waiter did his “Fawlty 
Towers” impression and served up 
her lunch on her chair. We all had a 
good laugh. Actually there was a lot 
of noise (laughter) coming from our 
corner throughout, but amazingly 
the staff and other diners seemed 
pleased to have as there.  
 

 
 
After lunch we split into a couple 
groups and made our way back to 
the various parts of Surrey from 
whence we came. The restaurant 
owners and other diners waved us 
off not sure if the wave was a sense 
of a relief or joy!  
 
A great day was had by all and we 
were made very welcome.  
 
Well done Ruth. 
 
Golly 

 



 

Carl’s Biking 

contribution 

 
Harley-Davidson completed 
purchase of MV for £55 million  
Does this mean we will see MV 
along side HD in show rooms? 
 
Jerry De Roye holds the record for 
being the oldest Wall of Death rider. 
Born in 1927 he still rides the wall 
on his 1927 V-Twin Indian Scout. 
 

 
Jerry de Roye 

 
 
MCN September 2008 
DVLA now allow 5 extra days to 
ride your bike after your tax has 
expired if you are waiting for your 
new tax disc if applied for by phone, 
post or online. You can apply for 
you new tax disc from the 5

th
 of the 

month in which it expires. 
 
Legendary guitar manufacturer 
Fender has created three special 
edition Stratocaster guitars in 
celebration of Harley’s 105

th
 

anniversary. The first guitar, valued 
at $10,000, will auctioned online at 
www.h-d4mda.com  
 
French police are drafting in UK 
traffic cops to catch Brits speeding 
in France. 50% of British drivers 
caught in July and August 2008 
were exceeding 120 mph! 
The French now have unmarked 
cars capable of 170 mph on 
Autoroutes. 
 
For all you Champagne lovers, 200 
bottles of champers made for the 
Zarzs in 1907 but lost at sea in 
1916 when the boat sunk, have 
been found in a sunken wreck just 
off Finland. 

At Auction in the Ritz Moscow they 
sold for an amazing £156,000 
EACH, yes each.  
 
MCN September  

A Vincent HRD series A rapide has 
become the UK’s most expensive 
Bike sold at auction for £201,000. 
This guy knows about the new law 
on inheritance laws. I am unsure of 
the exact year, but approx pre 
1960’s bikes are NOT part of your 
Estate on death so NO inheritance 
is liable. 
 
MCN October 2008 

A new sidecar kit has been 
developed to match a Watsonian-
Squire Manx GP sidecar up to the 
HD Night Rod and Nightster 
models. 
www.watsonian-squire.com 
Sure to make you stand out! 
 
As of 5

th
 January 2009 motorbikes 

will be allowed to use bus lanes in 
London controlled by TFL (marked 
by the RED ROUTE road signs).  

 
Be careful bus lanes controlled by 
individual London Boroughs WILL 
NOT apply (Yellow signs)   
 
MCN January 2009 

First Helmet fitted with an Air Bag 
goes on sale in the UK. The Air Bag 
is fitted to the rear of the helmet to 
help protect from neck and spinal 
injuries.  
 
 

 
 
 
Having problems turning your bike 
in the garage or in a tight space? 
Look no further. 

‘Bike Mover’ is answer to all your 
frustration. Simply roll your bike on 
the mover, put the bike on its side 
stand and rotate in is own turning 
circle. I now have one FAB!! 
 www.busters-accessories.co.uk  
 
MCN March 09 

Jailed Biker caught doing 122 mph 
(for less than 10 seconds) has 
received a 6 month jail sentence 
allegedly twice the term other 
convicted motorist have given for 
far worst acts.  Mr Williams an MD 
from Hull was so outraged at the 
sentence handed out that he has 
offered to cover his fellow biker’s 
mortgage payments whilst he is 
inside and unable to work.  
 
Honda launches their first Chopper 
in the US.  
Yes it does come from Japan and in 
Carl’s opinion it looks like it too.  
 
Motorcycle Legend Sammy Miller 
has collected his MBE from the 
Queen at Buckingham Palace. 

 
 
Harley-Davidson’s are up there with 
BMW & Triumph in the top of low 
depreciation tables. Some other 
brands can loose up to 47% of their 
value in the first year.  
 
 
 
Carl Christensen 
 
  



 

 

SPECIAL OFFER from  

GUILDFORD HARLEY DAVIDSON 

The Harley-Davidson Motor Co Archive Collection 
 
 
 

Available exclusively from Guildford 
Harley-Davidson, normally £35.00., 
Now only £27.50!!! (inclusive of all 
HOG discounts) 
Call Katie on 01483 207222 to reserve 
a copy – or call in. 
 

 

• All the hundreds of historic motorcycles from 
the Harley-Davidson Museum, shown in 
stunning colour! 

• The official Museum Catalogue! 
• Printed to celebrate the museum’s opening in 

2008, showing this breathtaking collection for 
the first time 

• Detailed histories accompany each motorcycle 
 
 

 
 

 
 

The official Harley-Davidson museum opened in 2008, and this 
magnificent book is the official museum catalogue, showing the 
hundreds of vintage and modern Harley-Davidsons in stunning 
colour. The full collection has never before been seen by the public, 
and the history of the world’s best-known motorcycle is shown 
here in page after page of gleaming machines, from the first serial 
numbers built in 1903 to today’s low-slung Softail, high-revving 
VRSC, and touring models. Full history of each model, technical 
details, specs, accompany each model shown, capturing the 
excitement of the best-known motorcycles in the world, sure to be a 
best-seller and immensely popular with any motorcycle enthusiast! 
 

 

Call KATIE ON 01483 207222 OR CALL IN 
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Take part and get a FREE Limited edition     
Enamel Pin Badge!

FREE

Pin Badge

For taking part

Back in 2007 on our 6th Birthday 
we held a massive ‘Sportster Line-
Up’ event and managed to get a 
whole 147 Sportsters lined up for 

a great photograph, maybe you 
remember or you were even there?. 

WELL... This year we are planning to 
beat that with a ‘Tourer Line-Up’ event. 

So come on, if you are a Tourer rider make 
sure you come down and help us smash the 

147 bikes record... and obviously join in the fun.

Telephone 01246 834524
www.harleyworldchesterfield.co.uk

APRIL 25th
SATURDAY

10:00 - The Fun Starts!

11:00 - Becky Measures on PeakFM

12:00 - Tourer Line-Up Starts

12:30 - Tourer Line-Up Photograph

13:00 - Massive Group ‘Engine Rev’

           live on PeakFM!!!

13:10 - Ride Out leaves to Town Centre

14:00 - Ride returns and the fun

           continues for the day...

Believe it or not, we are nearly 8 years old!...
We’ll be celebrating in style on Saturday 25th April 
at HarleyWorld, we’re even live on Peak Fm Radio 
and hosted by breakfast show star Becky Measures!.

 Great live music from the ‘JunkYardDogs’ Band
 Have your picture taken with the Gorgeous ‘HarleyGirls’
 Parts, Accessories and Clothing Deals not to be missed!
 Group Ride Out with live progress broadcasts on PeakFM     

   from presenter Becky Measures.
 Hot food and drink all day

As usual we’ll have lots happening during the day including: Live music from the 
‘JunkYardDogs Band’, The Lovely Harley Girls, Hot food and drinks on all day, Ride 
out at 1pm through Chesterfield, Great offers on parts, accessories and clothing. 
Bring your friends, family and riding friends... the more the merrier!


