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Director
The Directors Drive
Where has 2005 gone?
It’s November and Christmas
will soon be upon us. The weather is
closing in but we are still out and
about with our intrepid Mr Bing’s,
Winter Sunday morning rides.
The club’s social evenings are still
twice a month and will have some
interesting visitors , so check your
e-mail or the website for details.
The Christmas Cracker is certain to
live up to its name with live band
Copperhead, and professional
old
disco support from Rob Paston. S ut!

O

2006 is already looking to be a
stunner, with a full ride out
programme, supported by our newly
trained and appointed road crew.
With this and a top social agenda
already being planned, you will need
to organise your life better, just to
fit it all in.
Our chapter is fully involved with the
2006 Bisley Rally organisation,
‘hosting’ the inagural 2006 meeting.
The Corsica sojourn is all go, look out
for full booking details in our Winter
Newsletter. The 15th European H.O.G
rally in Killarney, Ireland is also sure
to be popular.
The relationship between the Chapter
and the Dealership is getting stronger,
with great offers, special events and
increased sponsorship. Our reconfirmed
relationship with H.O.G UK has been
fully endorsed in the press
(See P4 October HOG news UK)
and led to our invited involvement
with the H.O.G UK open day at
Oxford, Surrey Road Captains helped
marshal the event leading to
additional praise. We are moving back
into our rightful place, thanks not
least to our membership which
continues to increase every week.
Thanks to you all, Ride Safe.

DP9
Front cover picture:
Alan & Ernst demonstrate how the Fat
Tyre conversion allows you to carry back
a case of 12 - with No Comprimise!
Many Surrey HOG members are already aware that the Chapter recently
made some major changes to its website. First and foremost the
website address has changed to http://www.surreyhog.info Next,
the website is your first port of call for the latest on what's happening.
It has a lot of information of interest to Chapter members, and is
maintained on a day by day basis so that it is fully up to date. Finally,
it contains a historical record of what we have been up to - including
pictures. Is there anything else you would like to see on the website?
If you take any pictures at Chapter events, please send them to
dik.gregory@surreyhog.info - we would be pleased to try and
include them!"
Remember this is Your Newsletter!
- do you have an interesting story & pictures to submit?
Send editorial to: graham.woods@surreyhog.info

David Deverell
Surrey Dealer Principle
& HOG Director
(aka DP9)

Mike Wilson
HD Service Manager
& HOG Dealer Rep.
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2006

Corsica
What a place, it has got the lot with
its beaches, mountains, twisty roads
and the weather, just look at the
pictures. Like most good plans when
you come to actually explore the
place you abandon every thing you
thought you would do and rip up
the blueprint and start again, so
nothing new here.
Corsica has an amazing
south coast and a not so
great north coast, so guess
where the original
campsite was? yep no
prizes here. So beaten but
not defeated we jumped
back into our
hired”shaking that arse”
Megane and made our way
south across huge granite
mountains glowing pink in
the sun .You could be in
Colorado, not that I have
been there but I have
seen “They died with their boots
on” nonetheless the roads wind
around some of the most
spectacular scenery I have come
across and I can not wait to do it on
the bike.
Plan B is to stay in Porto Pollo on
the south west coast in a hotel 50
metres from a sandy beach, all
rooms have a sea view and cost
about £50 a night, it is a great place
to chill out, and a superb base from
which to explore the island. We plan
to do ride outs to Bonifacio at
bottom end of the island an amazing
town perched on top of a rock
overhang, where you can see
Sardinia just 8 miles away.
Believe me there is huge amount to
see and a lot of lounging on sandy

beaches with crystal clear waters to
be done, I am sure we will not have
enough time in the day. There is
something about chucking a beach
towel on your Harley, riding in the
sunshine, parking it under a palm
tree and going for a dip in the Med
with your mates, ask any one who

went to Monto Gordo as it kind of
stays with you. The cuisine is
somewhere between French and
Italian and being an island there is
a lot of seafood and you are more
than likely to see the local ham and
beef wandering around
some of roads because
they are definitely Free
range in no uncertain
terms.
Our thoughts now are to
leave on the afternoon of
23..06.05 and catch the
Eurotunnel train to Calias
on the Friday night, this
gives us a good head start
on the Saturday morning.
We must be at Nice by the
Sunday night to board the

22.30 overnight ferry to Corsica, so
that we arrive at 07.00 on the
Monday. Our hotel is about a 2 hour
ride along the south west coast
through the mountains, so you can
be on the beach by midday. The
next five days will be spent riding
on roads that they use for the Rally
of Corsica, sight seeing (this island
was invaded by everyone so there is
a lot of history here) and generally
topping up suntans on the beach.
You can get involved in the activities
or not as there are no rules on this
island (check out the road signs
riddled with bullet holes), we are
trying to contact the local chapters
for a meet up and that should be
different. Good things come to an
end and we need to catch the Friday
ferry so that we can be back in the
UK for the Sunday night. I would
expect hotels and ferries to cost
around £700 for a couple and a
bike, but do not hold me to that as
the 2006 prices are not published,
if you are interested give Steve or
myself a call , if not I will send you
a post card.
Andy England
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reminded of the dearth of petrol stations
on France’s country roads. Ernst was
waving furiously and pointing at his
tank, a sure sign that we should try and
fill up soon. Easier said than done, mile
after mile and not petrol station in sight.
Ernst had already switched to reserve
about 15 miles before and was getting
panicky. We stopped and sent Al off on a
recce only to be phoned half an hour
later, “I found a petrol station, but now I
can’t find YOU.” We decided to take the
chance and carried on, the first petrol
station was closed (no 24-hour service
here!), but just when we thought we’d
have to push Ernst the last few miles to
our hotel we got lucky! Phew! There was
secure bike parking at the rear of the
hotel and it didn’t take us long to
unload, lock the bikes and check in.

Champagne
Champagne with Everything!
By Vera Sommer
and Anne Leguen de Lacroix
Vera’s Story …
“Encore une bouteille de Champagne?”
the young waiter dressed in a perfectly
starched white shirt asked.
“Naturellement!” Anne replied in her
accent-free French, with not even the
slightest hint of hesitation. We were
sitting at a street café in Reims,
overlooking the beautiful cathedral,
waiting for Neil Hart and Gill and
couldn’t be more contented.
Well, Albert may have discovered the
Motorcycle Loft Hotel near Bruges and
Neil may have invented the Beaujolais
Run, but Anne and I will hopefully
always be remembered as the
‘Champagne Chicks’. The Champagne
Run used to be an annual feature in the
Surrey HOG touring calendar.
The ‘older’ members will certainly
remember our twinning ceremony with
the Reims Chapter and their visit in
2000, but in recent years we had
somehow lost touch and felt it was time
to rekindle the relationship.
The prospect of lots of Champagne did,
of course, help!
The journey hadn’t started too well.
The four of us had arranged to meet at
Clacket’s at 07.00 am in time to catch
the 08.30 train at Folkestone. We filled
up with petrol and were all ready to go
when Ernst’s bike wouldn’t start.
Nada, zilch, nothing. The boys decided it
was the starter motor and began to take

the bike apart. Finally, and for no
apparent reason, the bike started and we
made it to the terminal in record time.
At the check-in I heard Ernst swear
behind me. He had automatically
switched off the engine and the bike
AGAIN didn’t make a sound. Bummer!
From previous experience we know that
if a vehicle wasn’t in running order, they
won’t let you on the train, so we bump
started the bike as inconspicuously as
we could and finally boarded the train.
As soon as it moved, the tools came out
again and the bike was taken apart again
– well boys, you have 30 minutes!
Miraculously, they found the fault – it
was the relay – and they managed to fix
it (at least temporarily!).
We made it to Epernay without a hitch
and headed for our hotel about 25km
further south in a small village.
Just when we were beginning to relax
and could already hear the champagne
corks pop in our minds, we were

The hotel was nice, however it should
have been called ‘Fawlty Towers’.
Anne and Alan’s room wasn’t made up
although it was late afternoon when we
arrived and their minibar was totally
empty. Still, the rooms had large picture
windows that opened onto a small patio
and garden, where we congregated
straight away and sipped the first bottle
of Champagne (Duval-Leroy) of the
weekend. We were looking forward to
dinner, as the restaurant had a Michelin
Star. We soon realised that the hotel
obviously considered us rufty tufty
bikers, who were not worth seating in
the main restaurant. We were shown into
a smaller side room with no ambience
and bright lights where second-class
citizens and families with kids were
relegated to. No pleading or threatening
helped. They insisted that the
restaurant was fully booked, although we
spotted plenty of empty tables.
Unfortunately there was no other
restaurant in the village, so we had to
stay. The food was delicious, which
made up for the somewhat Spartan
surroundings.
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The next morning we explored our old
hunting ground, Epernay, riding down
the ‘Avenue de Champagne’, passing the
well-known Champagne houses of Moët
& Chandon with their 28km
underground caves and Mercier.
Those who have been there with us
before, will remember the café with the
yellow umbrellas. Well, it’s still there
(the waiter even remembered us!) and
we stopped for breakfast before visiting
the Saturday morning market with fresh
vegetables and produce from the
countryside. Our bikes, as always, were
very much the centre of attention.
We had arranged to meet with Neil and
Gill in the square opposite Reims
Cathedral at lunchtime and we took a
leisurely ride through the vineyards
where the grapes were almost ready for
harvesting. In the distance we spotted
more famous Champagne houses –
Perrier et Jouët, Bollinger, Krug, Lanson,
Nicholas Feuilette, etc.
At Reims Cathedral it wasn’t difficult to
find a little table, strategically placed so
that we could see (if not hear) Neil and
Gill arriving and we ordered our first
bottle of Champagne of the day. After a
few false alarms, we heard the distinct
sound of Neil’s Road King and soon they
were in our sight.
Dinner that evening was even more
farcical than the night before.
Having learnt from our experience, we
had booked a table in the proper dining
room this time, but we should have
known better. ‘Tours Fawlty’ did not
disappoint. When we arrived, we were
totally ignored. We found our table, sat
down and waited for some attention – in
vain for the first hour. It’s quite amazing
how waiters manage to avoid eye contact,
do they have special training? Fed up
with scanning the room for some sign of
being acknowledged, I got up and
fetched some menus, which did the
trick, but instead of being asked what
we wanted to order, I got told off by
‘Jean’ Cleese, in the typical French
arrogant way. Then he disappeared
again.
Finally, after frantically waving we
managed to catch his eye again and
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complained that we wanted to order
some wine. “What do you want to order
wine for now, you won’t be getting your
main course for a while!” Prophetic
words, as we were to find out. Well, 45
minutes later, just as Ernst was about to
mention the war and goose-step round
the dining room, the starters arrived.
By that time we were famished and had
already devoured the bread rolls.
Could we have more rolls, s’il vous
plaît? The hell we could. They had run
out and needed to bake some more.
Funny, though, five minutes later, a
basket with some rolls arrived. It turned
out they were the uneaten ones from the
other tables! We ordered more wine only
to be told that they did not have any
more of the one we had before … well,
by that time we were beyond caring. Just
to finish the story off – the dessert
arrived at midnight!
Anne’s Story …
The next morning we were picked up by
members of the Reims Chapter for
‘ballade dans la campagne’, 12 bikes in
all. We were aware that Patrick, their
previous Chapter Director, had been
dismissed (see, it happens all the time!),
but we didn’t realise that the new CD
was Pierre, who used to be the club
historian and who remembered our
previous encounters very well. What we
noticed immediately about the Reims
Chapter was that they really embrace
the HOG thing completely. Their jackets
are decorated from top to bottom with
HOG regalia, Mick the Badge, eat your
heart out!
After a little chit-chat, catching up and
renewing our friendship (we hadn’t met
up since 2003) unfortunately Tours
Fawlty refused to serve us coffee, so our
French guides said they knew of a
friendly café that would serve us a good
cup of coffee so we took off to Sezanne
some 25km away. We rode through
winding, narrow roads that wove through
marshland, however we were always
surrounded by hills framed by a meshed
network of vines, and in the distance we
spotted a strange, orange monolith in
the skyline. We eventually found
ourselves in a town square that was far
more vibrant and more inviting than the
village we had left behind. I asked
Pierre about the monolith, all he would
say it was known as ‘La Carotte, but
wouldn’t elaborate.
Vera and I didn’t have time to sit down
with the others as we were whisked off
by car to the nearest supermarket by
Reims Chapter Treasurer, Carole.
We were lucky enough to find something
open as everything closes by 13.00 on a

Sunday. The panic being that Tours
Fawlty’s restaurant closed on Sunday
evening so we needed to buy dinner for
the six of us. With a quick sprint around
the aisles with the ‘chariot’ we were set
for a 5-star gastronomic pique-nique!
Our only concern was if we had enough
space to take it all back on the bikes?
When we got back the boys were
finishing their coffees and their jokes,
we just had time to gulp our coffee
before being marshalled off for part deux
of our ride out. We left Sezanne,
panniers filled to bursting with
baguettes, charcuterie, tomates, et bien
sûr du fromage! At least we wouldn’t
starve!
Finally, the mystery of ’La Carotte’ was
revealed – we rode up to Mondement, a
hamlet on a hill dominating the St Gond
marshes (which we had previously
ridden through). Here stands a 33m
high memorial carved in boundary stone,
commemorating the first victory of the
Marne in September 1914. The view was
spectacular – we could see for miles –
hills laden with grapevines basking in
the sun – you could almost hear the
grapes ripening! We could not miss this
opportunity for the group photo beneath
this orange monolith – however, instead
of saying cheese, or ‘fromage’ as we are
used, our hosts made us enunciate the
word ‘SODOMIEEEEEE’ this resulted in
creating the ‘Wallace’ grimace!
Our French friends found this very
amusing.
Stomachs rumbling, our guides were
getting fidgety (if French people don’t
eat at regular intervals they lose the will
to live) so we were quickly back on our
bikes to continue the ride to our lunch
stop – again we meandered through
twisty, narrow roads, and every so often
we would encounter very sharp rightangled junctions in many of the
picturesque villages we rode through.
We ended up on a main road, where
stood, in what seemed to be in the
middle of nowhere, a restaurant. A large
car park sat at the side of our eaterie
and we were told to park at the far end
as there was a CCTV camera that
covered that spot – security is always
foremost in all Harley riders’ minds.
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Champagne
the bar it was deserted so he helped
himself, hoping that someone would turn
up but no one did. Another round of
beers, when Neil and Gill joined us, so
Ernst and Al went off again and the
same thing happened, no one anywhere
to be found – so they helped themselves
again and came back but the third time,
the doors to the patio that led into the
hotel reception area were LOCKED.

We were ushered into a simple
restaurant with a difference, we had to
cook our own food! Yes, it was an indoor
BBQ, although the weather was so warm
we were seated al fresco in a vine-covered
terrace. We had to go inside to cook!
Apéritifs, hors d’oeuvres, main courses
and carafes of wine and water were
consumed with much camaraderie;
Franglais slipped off the tongue,
communication didn’t seem to be too
much of a problem. Pierre made a
speech welcoming the Surrey HOG
Chapter back, reminiscing our twinning
ceremony (when the Reims Chapter
came over as our guests to visit Surrey
for a weekend on 14th July 2000).
Their twinning gift to Surrey HOG was a
giant champagne flute engraved with
both our Chapter logos, which I believe
is still displayed in the Surrey HarleyDavidson Dealership. Our various
contributions to three Champagne
Ralleys (1999-2001) including the fancy
table napkin fashion accessory we
created, our various cocktail parties at
the Lloret de Mar, St Tropez and Venice
European HOG Ralleys – Surrey HOG
certainly left them with some memories!
Carole and Patrick (Assistant CD)
brought out gifts – we were each
presented with six champagne flutes,
engraved with the Reims Chapter logo!
And a promise to organise some joint
events in 2006! Dave Deverell had given
me some gifts to present to Pierre –
a new style black embroidered Surrey
HOG shirt, and some Surrey HD t-shirts
– I understand these will be framed and
hung up in their club café.

Finally dessert/fromage et le café.
We finally said our goodbyes, Pierre had
to go off to another commitment, others
had to catch up with their families, so
we were escorted back to Tours Fawlty
by Patrick, Malcolm and Brigitte having
clocked up over 110 miles and we didn’t
see one petrol station on our trip!!
Arriving back at our hotel, it seemed
very quiet, well it is not surprising as
most people go home on a Sunday, but
when I went to get our room keys at
reception I was told that they had been
left in the room doors at 17.00hrs.
I thought it was odd, but then again
nothing could surprise me in this hotel,
it seemed rather strange that anyone
could let themselves into OUR rooms.
Once changed out of our riding gear, we
decided a thirst-quenching beer was the
order of the afternoon, so Al went off to
order a round, however when he got to

We hadn’t realised that the hotel
actually closed shut on Sunday, not just
the restaurant. Before you worry, we
were not exactly locked in, we could still
gain access to the car park and the
outside world. We still had access to our
patio – which was abundant with table
and chairs, left over crockery from
previous afternoon teas, late apéritifs,
cake stands, etc, which hadn’t been
cleared away – so we laid out our gastro
pique-nique in complete comfort and had
a feast! Ernst had had the foresight to
get a kitty from us to buy a case of
champagne the day before in Reims …
and we were fully equipped with our
Reims Chapter champagne flutes.
Who needs a Michelin Star, anyway?
A Votre Santé Reims Chapter
et à bientôt!
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Notice Board
The inventor of the HarleyDavidson motorcycle,
Arthur Davidson, died and went to
heaven. At the gates, St. Peter told
Arthur. "Because you've been such a
good man and your motorcycles have
changed the world, your reward is, to
hang out with anyone you want in
Heaven." Arthur thought about it for a
minute and then said, "I want to hang
out with God." St. Peter took Arthur to
the Throne Room, and introduced him
to God. Of course, God recognised
Arthur and commented, "Okay, so you
were the one who invented the HarleyDavidson motorcycle?" Arthur said,
"Yeah, that's me...."
God commented: "Well, what's the big
deal in inventing something that's
pretty unstable, makes noise and
pollution and can't run without a
road?"
Arthur was embarrassed, but finally
spoke, "Excuse me, but aren't you the
inventor of woman?" God said, " Ah,
yes." "Well ," said Arthur,
"Professional to professional, there are
some major design flaws in your
invention:
1. There's too much inconsistency in
the front-end protrusion.
2. It chatters constantly at high
speeds.
3. Most rear ends are too soft and
wobble too much.
4. The intake is placed way too close
to the exhaust.
5. And the maintenance costs are
outrageous!!!!
" Hmmmmm, you may have some good
points there," replied God, "hold on."
God went to his Celestial
supercomputer, typed in a few words
and waited for the results.
The computer printed out a slip of
paper and God read it.
"Well, it may be true that my
invention is flawed," God said to
Arthur, "but according to these
numbers, more men are riding my
invention than yours!"
Dave Atkinson
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Safety Tips for Winter Riding
As we approach the colder wetter months ahead, some of you will be considering
tucking up your trusted stead’s and forgetting all about riding for another year.
WHY there can be some really good winter rides to be had, all you really need to
do is be a little more aware of the various situations and wear the correct clothing.
Below is listed what I would consider to be important to winter riding.
1. Weather conditions- which reduce visibility are cold weather, fog and mist,
heavy rain, hail, snow and sleet, bright sunshine. Many of these weather
conditions cause misting or droplet formation on visors. Use anti-misting
sprays on both surfaces and spray the mirrors as well. If misting occurs due to
breath, raise your visor slightly to increase the airflow over the inner surface.
Keep you visor clean, even if you have to stop to do so. On motorways these
problems are often accentuated because of the greater exposure to the
weather, the speed and the spray from other vehicles. Windshields should
also be kept clean.
2. Anticipating the effects of wind- Strong winds, especially cross-winds, are
hazardous because they can blow you off course. Sudden gusts of cross-wind
are probably the most dangerous. These are likely to occur: in gusty weather,
when leaving the shelter of buildings and hedges and at gateways, junctions
and at the end of building/hedge lines, when passing or being passed by a
large vehicle, in exposed places: bridges, viaducts, hill crests, etc. When
strong winds are likely, keep your speed low and plan your course to give
additional space to your downwind side. Even at speeds as low as 30 mph you
may be blown about. Larger machines with full fairings are particularly at risk
of deflection in strong winds.
3. Weather and the road surface- A thinking rider is always aware of the
surroundings and how they might affect the road surface: country roads- tarbanding (the tar joint around repairs), mud or other deposits, wet leaves in
autumn, urban roads- frequent drains and slippery metal covers, and surface
variation due to service excavations; oil, diesel, petrol spillages and road paint,
filling/service stations- large amounts of fuel spilt on roads at bends and
nearby roundabouts, especially on or near motorways. Always observe the
camber of the road on a curve or bend. The slope of the camber increases
stability if it falls in the direction of lean; it reduces stability if it rises in the
direction of lean. If you cross over the crown of the road on a left-hand bend
you enter a area where the slope of the camber is destabilising.
But remember, before you start your journey you should ensure that your machine
is roadworthy. Carry out the following checks:
● Visual examination of the machine for damage, defects or leaks
● Wheels in good order and secure; spokes, if fitted, secure
● Tyres-check both tyres for: damage, tread depth and condition, valve
condition, pressure(pressure settings are only accurate when tyres are cold;
take into account whether you will be riding solo or not), compatibility of type
● Adequate fuel, oil, water and other fluids
● Luggage and panniers secure and well balanced
● Lights- including high intensity foglight, day running lights, indicators and
brakelight- in working order
● Steering head moves freely from lock to lock
● Horn working correctly
● Foot rests in good order
● All glass clean- lenses, mirrors and windshield
● Visor clean and scratch free, treated with anti-mist spray if appropriate
● Helmet undamaged and well-fitting
● Drive Belt/chain in good condition and properly adjusted
● Suspension settings suitably adjusted
A useful aid to remember the key points to check is;
P
Petrol

O
oil

W
water

E
electrics

R
rubber (tyres)

Remember a Harley is not just for summer – it’s for all year round.

Terry Bing (Safety Officer)
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The Keys
Cruising through the Keys
Well – we have all dreamed about it –
cruising through the States on our
Harleys – sun on our backs - wind
through our hair (for those of us that
still have some!). But it doesn’t have to
be a dream – it can happen!!
A couple of months ago – mid May to be
precise – I had to be in the States on
business and I figured I could just
squeeze in a weeks holiday and take
Catherine along as well. We also had
some very old friends from our
Singapore days who now live in Sarasota
on the West Coast of Florida. We called
them up an asked their advice – come
and stay with us for a couple of days
they said - then head south along the
Gulf coast, turn east through the
Everglades then south through the
Florida Keys to Key West and back up to
Miami on the east coast – but make sure
you do it before the hurricane season!!
We needed no further encouragement –
on to the net to check the nearest Harley
Dealer – a quick e-mail asking about
rentals – an immediate response from
Rossiters HD in Sarasota confirming
they could supply us with a Road King
for me and a Heritage Softail for
Catherine for the week we wanted.
We turned up at the dealership to find
two brand new 2005 models – black for
me (of course!) and white for Catherine –
waiting in the sun. They weren’t
convinced of our riding abilities –
especially after seeing the number of
points on my licence and insisted we
took the bikes around the car park with
a tight U turn in the middle just to
check us out. Needless to say we did not
fall off!!
From then on it was the whole road trip
experience – I’m not going to bore you
with all the details but I am happy to
elaborate at length over a pint at any
club night! Just a few highlights:
● Dicing with the interstate highway
traffic at rush hour
● Looking out for alligators in the
Everglades
● Riding over the bridges of the Keys –
stunning!!
● Live music and drinking from 3 in the
afternoon to 3 in the morning at
Sloppy Joes and the Hogs Breath
Saloon in Key West

Dig the sandals Dude!

● Romantic sunsets over the Keys
● Visiting Ernest Hemmingways house,
garden and five toed cats
● Checking out some of the extreme
custom bikes around
● Staying in an art nouveau hotel and
drinking in the bars on South Beach
Miami
● Getting lost in the suburbs on Miami –
where everyone looks like a gangsta
and only speaks Spanish
If you want to know how to arrange it
and some recommended places to
visit/stay/drink/party speak to me.
If you want to know how much it costs I
can tell you (in fact the two bikes for one
week cost just over £40 per day each –
but I did negotiate hard!!) In terms of
value and experience – priceless!!

Steve Cork
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NEC
Press Day
It’s October/November so it must be
time for the NEC Motorcycle Show! A fiesta
of bikes and babes for the man in a mid
life crisis with a wedge of disposable
income. It’s a good chance to see what’s
new and what’s happening outside the
world of Harley that we inhabit. A chance
to see how the other half rides and what
you can buy that doesn’t have a bar and
shield logo on it.
Naturally our first
port of call is the
H-D and Buell
stands. The new
2006 models are
all on display, so
no surprises there,
but if you want to
see the fire
breathing
Screamin’ Eagle
spec bikes they
are there in all
their glory.
However, if you
are thinking of taking in the annual dancin’
an’ a prancin’ fashion show you’re going to
be disappointed. For the first time in as
long as I can remember there is no H-D
fashion show! A break in tradition and a
chance to rethink the format perhaps.
I spoke to Gary Brumfitt, who is H-D’s
man in the know regarding UK and
European Government policy. Or as H-D
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like to say, Director of European Affairs
for Harley-Davidson & Buell Europe.
We had a chat about the proposed
changes to Direct Access licence
qualification, not something you think
H-D would be tremendously concerned
about, given the average age of their
customer base, but it does have an effect,
if you think about it. There are few H-D
owners who are aged under 40. Let’s be
honest, most of us couldn’t afford the
bike until we’d reached a certain age and
had a bit more spare cash or an
understanding bank manager or even a
plastic card with a huge credit limit.
But think of the younger riders who’d like
a Harley but decide to settle for
something else to
start with. In
Europe you can
start riding a bike
at 16 years of age,
in the UK it’s 17.
So European
riders can start
gaining experience
at an earlier age.
But in the UK you
can take a direct
access test at 21
years of age,
whereas in
Europe the minimum age is 24.
The European Union is trying to
standardise the minimum age across
member states for direct access or
accelerated access licence qualification.
This means that instead of being able to
buy a big bike (over 46.6bhp) and gain
experience riding it from 21 years of age
you’ll have to wait until you’re 24, or

YOU WON’T SEE THE DIFFERENCE
BETWEEN THESE TWO MOTORCYCLES...
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NEC
Press Day
maybe even 27, depending on which paper you
read. How does this affect H-D? The entry
point into the H-D market for most people is
the Sportster. From there you realise that
what you actually wanted was a Big Twin and
so you trade up. The 883 Sportster engine
cranks out about 52bhp. You do the sums.
The reason why Government wants to
change the age limit? They say that younger
riders have more accidents and, sadly, the
statistics bear this out. The argument is that
the number of accidents will be reduced by
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increasing the age at which a rider can get
their leg over a big bike. But the UK accident
rates are no better or worse than those in
Europe. And whilst we’re on the subject of
accident statistics, there is no evidence to
suggest that born again bikers are a particular
problem. In fact older riders are less likely to
have an accident as they have more road
experience. The largest proportion of rider
accidents involve, no surprise, young men under
28 riding sports bikes. Roughly 30% of all bike
involved accidents are caused by rider error.
45% of all bike involved accidents are caused by
driver error. Training and education is the way
to go. Instead of arbitrarily deciding on an age
limit before which you can only ride a 200cc
bike, do something more positive, ie. let bikes
and scooters use bus lanes to get them out of
the way of the largest cause of bike involved
accidents, cars and trucks!
I met Paul Stroud, the new MD at H-D UK. I was able to
shed some light on the various ins and outs of Harley
ownership from a customer point of view. He was wondering
about things like the Big Twin/Sportster snobbery and what
‘traditional’ Harley owners thought of bikes like the V-Rod.
As to personal preference, Paul is waiting to try out the Street
Rod and the Buell Ulysses, for which he has high hopes, from
a sales perspective. It has been well received in the UK
motorcycling press, which is a good sign. These days H-D’s
main competition is seen as coming from BMW and Honda,
though don’t expect to see an airbag on a Harley anytime soon.
The Japanese manufacturers offered everyone the
opportunity to sit on their full ranges. Honda, Yamaha and
Suzuki having a large offering of cruiser and sports touring
bikes on show. Kawasaki had the VN2000 cruiser, a bike
touched with art deco design features and quite striking to
look at. Triumph showed off their new Rocket III Classic,
a huge lump of a bike, very reminiscent of the Boss Hoss.
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Rejuvenate your image with HogHair
Instant results 500+ satisfied customers

Ask
Ask for
for NEW
NEW DP9
DP9 at
at Surrey
Surrey HD
HD
Ducati had a nice stand and showed off their new Monster and
for the knee down, money no object boys and girls they had a
new 999 race replica, dripping with carbon fibre, magnesium,
kevlar and other assorted space age materials. All lightweight
and able to remove cash from your accounts faster than before.
Design styles change and the current vogue seems to be for
brutal looking machines which seem to be all motor.
The Yamaha V-Max and MT-03 are good examples.
Does the future of biking from a company called Vialli?
They showed a range of scooters that run on LPG. Interesting.
Very interesting. And none of the major manufacturers has any
plans to introduce diesel or LPG powertrains at present, so it
looks like petrol for the forseeable future. Royal Enfield does
have a diesel powered bike but doesn’t import it into the UK.
Notable by their absence were MV Augusta, Moto Guzzi and
Aprilia and so were the biggest scooter makers, Piaggio.
Mind you, it could just be a simple case of not finding their
stands. It is hard to concentrate on shiny metal and plastic
when, every so often, a shapely, Lycra clad bottom walks by.
They’re expecting to beat last year’s total attendance figure
of 166,000 so it might be a bit crowded at times. But if you
decide to visit, why not try a Super Moto bike on the outdoor
course or have a bash at Mini Moto racing? There’s an area for
young children to try their first bike, with two wheelers and
four wheeled quad bikes for the very little ‘uns. The trade
stands were packed with all manner of goodies for the one
piece leather suit brigade, including helmets, clothing, bags,
boots, t-shirts with humourous slogans, comms. units,

...BUT YOU’LL SURE AS HELL

GPS satellite navigation
systems, exhaust silencers
(that are louder than OEM
ones. Huh?), insurance
sales, tyres, tools, touring
holidays and spark plugs.
The ubiquitous Renapur
people, offering to clean one
boot for you.
But legislation has seen
off the speeding camera
proof number plate boys.
There was even a stand from
one of the “safety camera
partnerships” extolling the
virtues of speed cameras.
Which is a bit like trying to
persuade lemmings that
cliffs are a good thing.
As always, well worth a
visit. Maybe next year we
can persuade Dik to
organise a coach trip?

Albert Rapacioli

Twin Cam 88® stock vs. 1550 Stage 1 Kit

FEEL IT!
Touring model with 29774-02A shown. Corrected torque and horsepower measured

Perhaps it’s time you converted

at the rear wheel on a Dynojet® chassis Dynamometer. Your results may vary.

Fancy an extra handful of legendary Harley torque? Well here’s your
perfect opportunity to enjoy even more performance, ready for the
2006 riding season. Our Screamin’ Eagle® BIG Bore Stage 1 Kits for
EFi models take your 1450cc engine up to 1550cc without any affect
on engine reliability.
The conversion is carried out by experienced, trained Harley-Davidson
technicians with all parts being covered by a comprehensive 24 month
manufacturer’s warranty. What’s more, we will even colour match
up to your existing silver or black engine finish. The only person that
knows what lurks beneath the cool exterior is you.
We even go as far fitting a high performance clutch spring, required to
handle all that extra power. Call now for full details.

Winter
promotion
runs call
until
15/02/06.
For further
information
Mike
Wilson
Service Hotline: 01306 883825

ANY HARLEY-DAVIDSON DEALER
CONTACT JOHN SMITH TO BOOK YOUR BIKE IN.

Surrey Harley Davidson

SERVICE
HOTLINE:
0870 000
0000
285-293
High Street
Dorking
Any Street,
Any Town,
Any City
ANY 123.
Surrey
RH4
1RL
www.anyharleydavidson.co.uk
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HOG
Gallery

NOVEMBER
Every Sunday

Gallery: Ian Thoburn

All Surrey HOG ride outs
meet @ the dealership unless
otherwise specified

Bing's Breakfast Rides are back by popular request! Join
Terry every Sunday in November for a winter ride to a
welcome breakfast - different destination every week weather decides!

Terry Bing - 9.30am

Club Night Special at the Inn on the Green, Ockley with
invited guest speaker, Ian Mutch, founder of the Motorcycling
Action Group (MAG). Click here for more details of this event
- but whatever you do, don't miss it!. Ian will start around
8pm. And don't forget to flash your Surrey HOG membership
card for that 10% meal discount!

from 7.30pm

Club Night at the Cock Inn, Headley

from 7.30pm

Christmas Charity Dash. More details soon.

Gary Morss - 9.30am

Saturday 10th

Surrey HOG Christmas Cracker-Live Band. SOLD OUT!

Starts 7.30pm

Thursday 15th

Club Night at the Inn on the Green, Ockley. Don't forget to
flash your Surrey HOG membership card for that 10% meal
discount!

from 7.30pm

2006

Start of Season Party. Featuring one of the best live tribute
bands around, ‘Status Clone’. This will be a sell-out, so
watch this space for ticketing details!

Full 2006 programme
will be published in
our Winter Issue

Thursday 17th

DECEMBER
Thursday 1st
Sunday 4th

For all the latest updated information and contact details go to:

www.surreyhog.info

www.grahamwoodsdesign.co.uk

2005
Calendar

